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IDPs workshop at the UN Center conference 
hall in Sulaymaniyah  UNOHCI 

 
1. KEY DEVELOPMENTS 
 
The Special Representative of the Secretary 
General (SRSG), Sergio Vieira de Mello has 
enjoyed a hectic first week in Iraq 
establishing contact with key interlocutors.  
On 3 June, he met with Ambassador Bremer, 
Adminitrator of the Coalition Provisional 
Authority, and discussed priorities for 
reconstructing Iraq. On 8 June, he met with 
Adnan Pachachi, a former Foreign Minister, 
and on 9 June, he saw Hamid Al-Bayati, a 
member of SCIRI's Central Committee. On 10 
June, he met with Abdel-Aziz al-Hakim, senior 
member of the Supreme Council for the 
Islamic Revolution in Iraq (SCIRI) and 
discussed issues related to the current 
transition and explored how to advance the 
political process. SRSG said that the UN was 
bringing its experience and independence to 
the Iraqi people to help them with the full 
restoration of their sovereignty and their civil, 
political, economic and social rights.  
 
The new structure of CPA is still under 
discussion and will be finalised in 2-3 
weeks. The draft structure includes 5 
Directorates: Civil Affairs Policy; Economic 
Policy; Security Affairs; Aid; and Press and 
Public Affairs/Operations. The affiliation of 

ministries with a particular directorate is still 
under discussion. International Coordination  
 
 
 
 
 
Council (ICC) is being established as first point 
of contact on external assistance to Iraq. The  
ICC will also deal with humanitarian matters, 
planning and identification of gaps.  
 
Following the mayoral elections in Kirkuk 
of 28 May, the first Kirkuk City Council 
meeting took place on 1 June 2003.  
 
The local authorities in the three northern 
governorates have been requested by the 
CPA to form one administration, instead of 
the two current administrations. The CPA have 
asked the UN agencies to continue working 
with their local counterparts in Erbil and 
Sulaymaniyah until the new administration is 
formed.  
 
COORDINATION HIGHLIGHTS 
In the Centre Area, the Protection Working 
Group met on 1 June to discuss developing 
strategies to respond to humanitarian situation 
of IDPs in Kirkuk. The IDP, Refugee, and 
Returnee Sub-group met in UN Mosul office 
on 3 June and discussed the joint 
humanitarian assessment mission to Kirkuk, 
the CPA’s proposed strategy on land and 
property restitution, as well as the proposed 
mass information campaign targeting potential 
returnees to Mosul area. A coordination 
meeting between UN agencies and NGOs in 
the Centre Area was held on 3 June. 
 
The inauguration of the first Baghdad Area 
(Baghdad, Diyala, and Anbar) UN Co-
ordination meeting took place on 1 June 2003 
in Baghdad. The second meeting of Baghdad 
Area Co-ordination was held on Sunday 8 
June, focusing on an overview of the situation 
of vulnerable persons and adjustments to 
Baghdad Area coordination mechanisms.  
 
The Area Coordinator’s Office in the North held 
two rounds of meetings (11-15 May and 25-27 
May) with the UN agencies to review Oil for 
Food Programme information requirements on 
ongoing and planned projects, as well as on 
current and future financial expenditures.  
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UN Area Coordinator’s Office in Basrah holds 
a daily Humanitarian Open Forum (HOF).  
Recently, in an attempt to encourage a more 
active participation of Iraqi women in the public 
life and emphasise their role in the society, UN 
Area Coordinator asked several leading Iraqi 
women to take part in the HOF. They will give 
presentations on the status of women in Iraq, 
and their experiences.  
 
2. PRIORITY CONCERNS 
 
SECURITY 
The security situation in Baghdad is 
improving; however the incidence of 
security incidents targeting coalition forces 
has been increasing west of the city. 
Significant improvement of public security and 
decrease of night shooting is reported, as 
patrols and checkpoints have increased. A 
significant number of weapons and 
ammunition is seized every day.  The number 
of Iraqi police stations is increasing.  More 
shops remain open late; however, Iraqis keep 
firearms in their homes and shops.  There are 
concerns that growing social inequities 
between prosperous urban districts and poorer 
urban/rural areas may lead to increased violent 
criminality in Baghdad.  
 
In Nassriyah, a WFP convoy was stoned, 
and similar incidents have occurred in Amarah 
and Safwan. In Kut, a driver working for a 
private company shipping WFP food has been 
attacked by a mob. The WFP warehouse in 
Kirkuk, guarded by coalition forces and local 
police, has been looted for the second time in 
four days.    
 
In Basrah, 3,000 policemen are now 
operational (4,500 pre-war). The re-
registering of 7,000 former naval soldiers of 
the Basrah River Service is ongoing. Once 
fully operational, this force will interdict river 
smuggling and will guard silos at Umm Qasr.  
 
In Mosul, car jacking and smuggling 
continue on Highway 1 (Baghdad-Mosul).  
 
The first group of policemen graduated 
from the Mosul police academy, and a new 
chief of police has been appointed. 
 

POPULATION MOVEMENTS 
Assessments of IDPs are ongoing. During an 
UN inter-agency visit to villages in Ninewa 
governorate, local leaders and CPA reported 
that Arab families (over 300 households) were 
displaced from their homes and now reside 
with relatives. These families do not require 
humanitarian aid, but are in need of legal 
assistance, as Kurdish now occupy their 
homes, and both may hold competing deeds.  
 
An UN inter-agency mission to assess the IDP 
situation in Kirkuk took place on 29 May. The 
objective of the assessment was to obtain an 
overview of the IDP situation, and as a result, 
to develop strategies to respond to the 
humanitarian needs. The mission visited 27 
sites and found 646 IDP families. The majority 
were Kurds returning spontaneously to the 
area expecting to recover their lost property. 
Their situation did not appear to be critical, 
given that most IDPs had purchasing power as 
well as food stocks. However, the sites that the 
IDPs occupy had very limited sanitation 
facilities and services. The UN will provide 
assistance to these individuals based on their 
needs, but they will not be registered at this 
time. 
 
UNHCR has visited Iranian refugee 
settlements in Basrah governorate. Most 
refugees expressed their wish to return to Iran. 
98 families were already repatriated. The 
refugee leaders are to prepare a list of all 
those persons wishing to return and their 
destination. UNHCR informed the refugees 
that the Iranian authorities prohibit the 
importation of livestock and assets.  
 
 
3.   OIL FOR FOOD 
PROGRAMME (OFFP) UPDATE 

Over 218,296 MT of food was dispatched to 
Iraq by WFP under the Oil for Food 
Programme (OFFP).  

As at 2 June, the total value of priority items 
from the Oil-for-Food Programme's 
humanitarian pipeline that can be shipped to 
Iraq for emergency needs has reached $1.2 
billion. Most of these supplies are in the food 
($551 million), electricity ($293 million), 
agriculture ($184 million) and health ($126 
million) sectors.  
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No further priority cases will be accepted by 
OIP, unless they have been agreed by the 
Authority, the Iraqi interim administration and 
the representatives of the Secretary-General. 
OIP will continue to accept and process 
amendments from the agencies lists of 484 
confirmed priorities as at 3 June 2003.  OIP 
staff have been deployed to Iraq to establish 
the mechanisms for the prioritization of 
contracts pursuant to paragraph 16 (a) of 
Security Council resolution 1483. 
 
In compliance with the SCR 1483, UN 
agencies in the three northern governorates 
are revising projects in view of the phase out of 
the OFFP. A number of issues are under 
discussion, including the capacity of the local 
authorities to operate/maintain projects after 
the phase out; legal and financial implications 
of termination of contracts; projects 
implemented with locally generated funds; and 
UN databases on OFFP-funded projects.  
 

4.  SECTORAL HIGHLIGHTS 

FOOD 
As previously reported, the first post-war 
Public Distribution System (PDS) cycle began 
on Sunday, June 1. The ration cycle takes 
place over a period of approximately 20 days.  
 
In the three northern governorates of Erbil, 
Dahuk and Sulaymaniyah, where WFP is 
responsible for the distribution, the distribution 
of wheat flour began last week. Distributions of 
the remaining commodities will begin in the 
coming days. While these distributions are 
ongoing, the population database is being 
updated to reflect changes that occurred 
between March and May 2003. As at 04 June 
2003, the wheat flour requirements of the June 
PDS were distributed to 24% of population in 
Erbil, 43% in Dahuk, and 36% in 
Sulaymaniyah.  
 
In Mosul, the June PDS started on 3 June 
2003. Information from Tameem and Salah-ad-
Din could not be obtained due to security 
constraints. WFP learned that the distribution 
of rations have begun, but no figures are 
available. In the central governorates of 
Baghdad, Anbar and Diyala, the distribution is 
ongoing. In Baghdad, 11% of the governorate 
population were covered represents, 3% in 

Diyala and 2% in Anbar. In the southern 
governorates of Basrah, Thi-Qar, and 
Muthanna PDS distributions are progressing 
well. However due to minor problems, such as 
the warehouse loading capacity, the process is 
slower then planned.  
 
Summary of the first week of June PDS 
distribution (as at 04 June 2003):  
Governorate  Beneficiaries  Tonnage (MT) 
Baghdad  714,358  10,886  
Anbar  19,854  302  
Diyala  37,184  567  
Erbil  311,599  2,800  
Dahuk  322,506  3,052  
Sulaymaniyah 557,244  5,115  
Ninewa  n/a  1,820  
Tameem  n/a  n/a  
Salah-al-Din  n/a  n/a  
Babil  n/a  n/a  
Najaf  n/a  n/a  
Kerbala  n/a  n/a  
Wassit  n/a  n/a  
Qadissiya  n/a  n/a  
Basrah  371,946  4,500  
Missan  190,973  n/a  
Thi-Qar  250,976  4,246  
Muthanna  3,321  1,294  
Total  2,779,961  34,582 
 
In Baghdad, WFP/MOT and the CPA 
continued to meet daily to discuss issues 
related to the distribution cycle. This week’s 
discussions have focused on the need to have 
improved exchange of information. It was 
agreed that WFP will provide information on 
incoming shipments and MOT will provide 
information on existing stocks and the inter-
governorate transfers.  
 
The process of finalising agreements with 
NGOs continues. On 4 June, an MoU was 
signed with the Norwegian Refugee Council 
(NRC), WFP's implementing partner for IDP 
issues and assistance to other vulnerable 
groups in Tameem governorate. It has been 
agreed that NRC will focus on monitoring sites 
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where IDPs are located and concentrate 
assessments on urgent needs and 
individual/family plans for the future, in 
particular with regard to return plans to their 
place of origin. The assessment coverage will 
be gradually extended to areas outside Kirkuk.  
 
Installation of the WFP commodity tracking 
programme (COMPAS) continues. National 
staff are being trained. COMPAS has now 
been established in Erbil, and is anticipated to 
be operational by end June in all Erbil, Dahuk, 
Sulaymaniyah, Ninewa, Tameem, and Salah-
al-Din. It will then be rolled out to the remaining 
governorates in the centre and south.  
 
NUTRITION 
Results of the recent assessment on Target 
Nutrition Programme indicate that 75 Nutrition 
Rehabilitation Corners (NRC), 839 Primary 
Healthcare Centres (PHCs) and 2,311 Child 
Community Care Units (CCCUs) are 
operational. In Anbar, Babylon, Tameem, 
Wassit, and Salah-ad-Din there are sufficient 
quantities of High Protein Biscuit (HPB) for 1 
month. Sufficient quantities of Therapeutic Milk 
(ThM) are available in Missan, Qadissiya, 
Diyala, Anbar, Tameem, and Salah-ad-Din. So 
far more than 3,622 MT of HPB and more than 
165 MT of ThM have been delivered to the 
CCCUs, PHCs, and NRCs in governorates. 
 
 
HEALTH 
Drug distribution system 
The National Drug distribution system is now 
functional, with all governorates reporting 
adequate supplies (except anaesthetics and 
anti-cancer drugs). However, distribution from 
governorate warehouses to health facilities 
remains difficult. WHO is facilitating contacts 
between Ministry of Health (MOH) and NGOs 
in Baghdad, and is supporting Kimadia by 
providing equipment and training for drug 
management, as well as funds to pay for 
infrastructure repairs, internal transport, 
storage, and handling costs.   
 
Drugs distribution has been re-activated in 
Basrah. Anti-tuberculosis drugs and other 
urgently needed laboratory reagents were 
received at the Basra warehouse. Essential 
drugs in stock and donated kits are being 
distributed to health facilities throughout the 
governorate escorted by UK forces. Stocks of 

IV fluids are sufficient for three months. One 
ton of insecticide powder needed for the anti-
malaria spraying campaign is now available.   
 
Disease surveillance and control 
WHO has been working with officials and 
doctors in the health authority to revive the 
surveillance system across the country. 
Initially, a number of sentinel sites were set up 
to gather and transmit information on patients 
being examined at individual hospitals and 
health centres. This has rapidly shown its 
importance in alerting the health authorities to 
localised outbreaks, including small outbreaks  
of measles, cholera cases in Basra and now 
one confirmed case of cholera in Baghdad. 
The sentinel sites are now being upgraded and 
routine surveillance information is again being 
collected from much of the country. Reports 
are now regularly coming in from all but two 
governorates. The information confirms that 
diarrhoeal disease, particularly among 
children, and upper respiratory tract infections, 
are the largest infectious disease problems in 
Iraq. One case of cholera has been confirmed 
in Baghdad (non-fatal) and 64 in southern 
governorates (no fatalities). This equates to an 
incidence of 9.4/100,000 which is within the 
seasonal norms. 
 
In Basrah, the WHO-sponsored Workshop on 
Disease Surveillance and Health Information 
System closed on 5 June. This was a three-
day workshop in the Child and Maternal 
Hospital in Basrah for directors of the health 
districts, as well as staff from the Centres for 
Disease Control in Basrah and Baghdad. It 
was agreed that 82 health centers and 10 
hospitals in Basrah governorate will report on a 
weekly basis on measles, whooping cough, 
typhoid, watery or bloody diarrhoea, cholera, 
leishmaniasis, and injuries from mines and 
unexploded ordnance. WHO has developed a 
form that lists more than 20 diseases which will 
be used by all partners. Further workshops will 
follow in order to evaluate the implementation 
of comprehensive disease surveillance.  
 
UNICEF reports rising incidence of vaccine-
preventable diseases (Pertussis, Diptheria) 
though no significant increase is noted for 
Measles. The first part of UNICEF EPI 
vaccines shipment, consisting of BCG, 
Tetanus toxoid, DPT, and measles was 
received by KIMADIA. These vaccines will be 
released for distribution on 15 June. CPA has 



 5 UNOHCI 
NO: 9, 3 June – 10 June 

announced that the vaccination campaign 
‘National Immunisation Days’ will start on 22 
June. 
 
Diarrhoeal disease incidence has tripled in 
Baghdad but is still within seasonal norms. 
There is no evidence of epidemic. The period 
July-September usually sees rising incidence 
of haemorrhagic fever, together with vector-
borne and water-borne diseases. There are 
reports of an increase in hospital infections in 
Baghdad, owing to a combination of factors 
such as poor management and admissions 
policy, low staff morale, poor hygiene due to 
lack of cash to purchase disinfectants, 
cleaning, absence of vector control, 
accumulation of hospital waste and poor state 
of physical infrastructure. WHO met with the 
Director-General of Preventive Health and 
Technical Affairs to discuss solutions. It was 
suggested that admission practices be quickly 
reformed; medical staff should receive 
orientation sessions; infection committees 
must be revived at all levels; and the 
necessary support be provided to hospitals to 
improve hygiene and general sanitation. WHO 
is already supporting a campaign to pick up 
garbage from hospitals in Baghdad in 
coordination with ICRC and CARE.  
 
WHO held talks on food safety with the 
Director of Preventive Health. The main 
problem that is preventing inspection of 
slaughterhouses and food-handlers is 
insecurity. WHO-Baghdad is looking into ways 
to support MOH on this matter. 
 
There is an acute shortage of oxygen in 
Missan governorate. Elective surgery has been 
stopped due to the shortage. It has been 
announced that there are 2 plants capable of 
covering the oxygen needs of the country. Al 
Mansur Factory, currently running at 40% 
capacity, was found to have a simple wiring 
problem which should be fixed soon.  
 
 
WATER AND SANITATION 
As two thirds of power requirements are now 
available in Baghdad, the number of Water 
and Sewage Treatment Plants not relying on 
generators increased. 300 MT of chlorine gas 
imported by UNICEF arrived this weekend in 
Baghdad for further distribution. The 
distribution is under discussion.  
 

In the south of Iraq, UNICEF water tankering is 
ongoing although the tankers continue to face 
difficulties at the Kuwaiti border. Recently, 
drivers were not granted access. The issue is 
being is being addressed with the coalition 
forces in Kuwait. UNICEF is concerned that 
Basra could face a severe water shortage. A 
major effort to fix nearly 200 leakages in the 
water supply is underway, while UNDP is 
supplying generators for emergency services.  
 
In Baghdad, assessments have been 
completed for the rehabilitation of six sewage 
pumping stations in the 7 Nissan and Al-
Karada municipalities, and assessments of 
another 10 pumping stations in the same areas 
are underway. Currently, UNDP is assisting 
the Mayoralty of Baghdad in ensuring the 
operation of 260 water and sanitation pumping 
stations servicing the inhabitants of Baghdad, 
by securing essential fuel to 36 stations on a 
weekly basis. A total of 263,000 litres of fuel 
was delivered during the period 1 to 6 June. 
 
 
CHILD PROTECTION 
An UNICEF funded and coordinated Iraq Child 
Protection Inter-Agency Assessment and 
Rapid response is being launched nation-wide 
in collaboration with 5 international agencies - 
CCF(Child Fund Iraq), IRC, Save the Children 
Alliance (SC/US & SC/UK), and World Vision 
International.  
 
UNICEF and the five implementing partner 
agencies met in Erbil on 29 and 30 May to 
discuss and finalize the assessment and rapid 
response methodologies. The key outcomes of 
the assessment will be to: (1) Achieve an 
overview from children and their primary 
caregivers about their past, present and future 
situation and the risks they are facing; (2) 
Attain a detailed profile from communities, 
including children and young people, about the 
presence and situation of vulnerable groups of 
children; and (3) Map key elements and 
capacities required for achieving a protective 
environment for children. Some initial funding 
is also being provided by UNICEF to the 
implementing partners to undertake immediate 
response activities, as deemed appropriate 
and necessary during the assessment 
process. 
 
The assessment is due to commence before 
the end of June and will result in area 
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(governorate) and regional reports being 
prepared, which will culminate in a final 
national report to be produced by UNICEF. 
The aim of the participatory assessment and 
resulting reports is to: build a 
broad and immediate picture of child protection 
and well-being; identify emergency issues 
requiring immediate follow up; provide 
information and recommendations to help 
inform or guide practices and programming 
aimed at addressing critical issues affecting 
children and their families during the process 
of recovery and societal rebuilding; and inform 
the development of longer term 
recommendations on policy and practice. 
 
 
ECONOMY 
The Authority has decided to allow the US 
dollar and Iraqi Dinar (ID) to be legal tender in 
the three northern governorates. Fuel depots 
in the north that receive fuel from the Authority 
are required to accept US dollars and ID. Such 
a decision is expected to reduce susceptibility 
of Old Iraqi Dinar (OID) to local manipulation 
and, consequently, its appreciation.  In the last 
week of May 2003, OID has appreciated 
against the US dollar by 212.5%, and 462.5% 
over the past 13 months, reaching its highest 
value against the US dollar since the inception 
of the OFFP. The high value of OID has 
negatively affected the implementation of 
OFFP funded projects.  
 
 
ELECTRICITY/ESSENTIAL 
INFRASTRUCTURE/SERVICES 
Regular meetings on rehabilitation of power 
plants and networks, chaired by CPA with the 
participation of the Commission of Electricity 
(CoE), USAID, Bechtel Co. and UNDP are 
ongoing. The CPA reports that the 400kv 
Baghdad ring and the one line from the north 
are now complete. As of 5 June, Baghdad is 
receiving 50-60% of the estimated power 
demand. Equitable distribution of available 
power is of concern to the CPA. CoE estimates 
that there will no longer be power cuts at night 
in centre/south, and the power cuts during the 
day should be for 6 hours only. 
 
UNDP is finalising the technical requirements 
for Unit 3 (220MW) at the Baiji Thermal Power 
plant (Salah al-Din). It has also purchased air 
conditioners and communications equipment 

for substations in Tameem, Ninewa and Salah 
al-Din governorates to replace what was looted 
after the war. In Kirkuk, repairs on the cooling 
systems of one 15MW thermal generating unit 
and two Gas Turbine generating units will be 
completed by the first week of June. This will 
add 50MW to the national grid. 
 
 
COMMUNITY REHABILITATION AND 
EMPLOYMENT GENERATION 
In the north, UNDP has established a joint 
project monitoring and planning mechanism 
with Mosul authorities. Through the 
employment of 124 people, around a quarter of 
the city’s green areas have already been 
cleared of garbage and thick grass, reducing a 
major fire hazard. Moreover, 250 labourers 
from surrounding villages have been employed 
in the clearance of Mosul forest, which 
includes rehabilitation of irrigation channels 
and repairs to water-pumping facilities. 
Garbage clearance in Mosul’s densely 
populated inner city areas is in the pipeline 
through employment of 400 labourers. 
Workshops for joint programme planning with 
local authorities have also been held in Dohuk 
and Erbil. 
 
In the south, 100 labourers were employed as 
of 4 June for clean up operations in the Shatt 
Al Arab district of Basrah with a population of 
20,000. So far, hundreds of tons of garbage 
have been removed with intensive labour in 
the highly impoverished area, supported by 
several loaders and dump trucks. Similar work 
has been commissioned at Dair Municipality, 
50 kms North of Basra city with an estimated 
12,000 population.  
 
AGRICULTURE 
The cereal and vegetable summer crop 
harvest has begun in southern Iraq. It is 
estimated, however, that the yield will be less 
than in previous years, mainly due to use of 
mixture of wheat and barley seeds, the scarcity 
of fertilizers and pesticides, poor water 
management and water salinity problems. The 
agriculture sector in Iraq was heavily 
mechanised and the lack of suitable and 
working machinery is expected to further 
hamper the crop campaign. In Basrah 
governorate, the cultivation objective for 
cereals, mainly wheat, was about 60,000 ha. 
Planting, which takes place early in the spring, 
was hindered by the war and only some 
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25,000 ha have been planted. The expected 
production is in the range of 10,000 tons.  
 
Following a rapid assessment mission of the 
agriculture sector in Mosul, FAO identified the 
most critical requirements in order to facilitate 
this year's harvest. The acute shortage of 
fertilizers and agro-chemicals, (caused by 
looting of Department of Agriculture 
warehouses in Mosul area) is a primary 
concern.  
 
Out of two cold storage facilities in the Mosul 
region, only one could be utilised after some 
repair work had been undertaken. The other 
facility, which had the capacity of 6000 MT was 
significantly damaged during the war.  
 
 
5. FUEL/LOGISTICS 
 
The lack of security and effects of ongoing 
looting, combined with the lack of spare parts, 
tools and primary materials, continue to delay 
recovery of the oil industry. Sabotage is also 
becoming a greater problem. 
 
Prior to the war, much of the industry 
infrastructure and equipment was dilapidated, 
poorly maintained and affected by limited 
supply of spare parts and materials due to 
sanctions. Although there are many capable 
and professional engineers and managers in 
the industry, they have not had the capital 
funds or the tools and supplies to maintain the 
industry. The lifting of U.N. and separate U.S. 
sanctions in May has raised expectations, but 
there has been insufficient time for this to 
translate into meaningful improvements in 
spares and materials supply, or availability of 
fuels.  
 
Exports of crude oil have recently commenced 
mainly from the 8 million barrels of pre-war 
inventories held at Turkey’s Mediterranean 
Port of Ceyham, with limited exports through 
the Arabian Gulf. Both are crucial as they free 
up storage space for new production. The 
Ministry of Agriculture has requested priority 
allocation of oil and gas for wheat harvesting. 
Basrah Refinery has increased production 
after bringing a second train on line last month, 
effectively doubling output. However, the Baiji 
Refinery, near Baghdad, is now in a planned 
maintenance phase which has shut down most 

operations. This will lead to heavy tanker traffic 
between Basrah and Baghdad in the coming 
weeks. 
 
Strategic stocks of diesel remain adequate, 
even high, but distribution is poor. Illegal 
tapping of pipelines in various areas continues 
to be a problem and is unlikely to cease until 
security is restored. Allocation priorities are 
centrally planned through consultations 
between the Oil Minister and other Ministries, 
with a formal letter between Ministries 
necessary to release stocks. However, diesel 
is generally available in most operational 
outlets.  
 
The production of gasoline is about half of the 
total daily requirement but distribution remains 
uneven. For example, availability in Baghdad 
exceeds pre-war levels but has declined in 
many other areas. Production has increased to 
the highest level since the end of hostilities 
with small plants, such as Nassriyah Plant  
processing what is known as a “skimmed 
product” that requires minimal refining at 
around 10,000 barrels per day  for local 
consumption. A similar plant will open shortly 
in Amara. 
 
A key additive used in the domestic production 
of gasoline is Tetra Ethylene Lead (TEL), as 
Iraq still uses leaded petrol, not having 
converted to unleaded fuels. The UNJLC has, 
in conjunction with the Office of the Iraq 
Programme in New York, fast tracked supplies 
either with the supplier or in the pipeline with 
shipments of about 6,500 tons from U.K. and 
Russia. The shipments will start arriving in Iraq 
in the last week of June. This will improve 
gasoline supplies. However the current stocks 
of TEL are critically low; unless the gap is filled 
before the new stocks arrive, further shortages 
will occur. 
 
Liquid Petroleum Gas (LPG) is the main fuel 
used for cooking in Iraq. Although the supply is 
improving, it remains extremely poor and it 
requires more attention. Major plants at Basrah 
(Khor Zubair) and Kirkuk are both working at a 
very low capacity. Supply from the country’s 
second most important plant at Baiji, near 
Baghdad, with a capacity of 2,000 tons per 
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day, will be affected by the planned 
maintenance programme for the adjacent 
refinery, which will place it offline this month. 
The Khor Zubair plant has a production 
capacity of around 270 tons per hour but this 
will be difficult to realise as the refrigeration 
plant requires a charge of 100 tons of pure 
propane for start up. This is exacerbated by 
serious damage to the electrical system from 
looting. A recent site visit revealed that the 
plant will not produce substantial quantities 
until at least early August. 
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