
 
General Overview  
Parliament passed the proposed Constitution on 1 April after weeks of debate on contentious issues, 
paving the way for a referendum in July this year. The two principals in the grand-coalition government 
President Mwai Kibaki and Prime Minister Raila Odinga, joined voices to rally their divided Members of 
parliament to pass the draft law, urging  that improvements can be done later. Some MPs have 
expressed disappointment at the passing of the draft Constitution without amendments on concerns 
raised by several interest groups.  Abortion rights, la nd ownership and devolution are among key areas 
that were not amended. A significant breakthrough in the drafting process happened in January 2010 
when the Parliamentary Select Committee, composed of members from the Party for National Unity 
(PNU) and Orange Democratic Movement (ODM), had consensus on where executive powers must rest.  
In particular, the PSC proposed that a directly elected president would continue to wield executive power 
and would not be replaced by a prime ministerial system (as preferred by the ODM) or a hybrid system 
(as put forward by a committee of experts), although new checks and balances would be put in place by 
strengthening the legislature and the judiciary.  The Proposed law has been passed on to the Attorney 
General for publishing after which it shall be handed over to the Interim Independent Electoral 
commission (IIEC) charged with running the referendum. The IIEC started a 45-day the voter registration 
process from 22nd March- 5 may 2010. Additionally an electronic voter registration system was 
introduced from 12th April to 21st May 2010. It is widely expected that the proposed Constitution will be 
approved by majority of Kenyans especially after the show of unity by the two principals in Parliament. 
The last referendum in November 2005 divided Kenyans on political affiliations, and whilst the voting 
exercise itself was peaceful, the campaign period led to violence which left nine people dead.  
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HIGHLIGHTS 

 Drought conditions and food security improve in Kenya after good  rains 
 Floods displace thousands and destroy property worth millions of Kenyan Shillings 
 Draft National IDP Policy reviewed  
 Workshop discusses urban vulnerability in Kenya 
 Parliament passes proposed draft of Kenyan Constitution amidst concerns  
 Cholera outbreak slows down 

 
The information contained in this report has been compiled by OCHA from information received from the field, 
from national and international humanitarian partners and from other official sources. It does not represent a 
position from the United Nations. This report is posted on: http://ochaonline.un.org/kenya 
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The International Criminal Court (ICC) Pre-Trial Chamber in April 2010 authorized Chief Prosecutor Luis 
Moreno-Ocampo to start investigations into the 2007 sponsors of post-election violence (PEV). The ICC 
will focus on those most responsible according to the evidence that will be collected during investigations 
and will be investigating both incriminating and exonerating evidence against the suspects. Witness 
protection will be a key challenge as the ICC's investigation moves forward. Threats against individuals 
who witnessed incidents of post-election violence, including some who testified before two investigating 
panels, have reportedly increased in the months since the ICC prosecutor announced his intention to 
begin an investigation in Kenya. The Witness Protection Act passed in Parliament on 8 April proposes 
the establishment of a witness protection agency to ensure strong measures are put in place to curb 
intimidation of witnesses.  

 

Key Humanitarian Developments 
Urban Vulnerability 

OCHA and UN-Habitat, with support from the Ministry of Planning hosted a two-day workshop on Urban 
Vulnerability issues in Kenya. The workshop on Strengthening Coordination and Response on Urban 
Vulnerability in Kenya: Towards a Common Action Plan was held on 14/15 April 2010 and had over 90 
participants from CBOs, NGOs and UN agencies. The Government of Kenya (GoK) was represented by 
the Ministry of Local Government and Housing, Ministry of Planning, Ministry of State for Special 
Programmes, the National Disaster Operations Centre and the Crisis Response Centre. Three Working 
Groups on Coordination, Advocacy and Indicators and Triggers for Assessing & Monitoring Urban 
Response agreed on strategic priorities and actions to be undertaken. A framework of engagement and 
collaboration between the government, humanitarian and urban development partners and civil society is 
being drafted by the Government, OCHA and UN-Habitat. The workshop was officially opened by the 
Director of Administration in the Ministry of Planning Mr. Hassan Noor Hassan, on behalf of the PS 
Ministry of Planning and Office of the Deputy Prime Minister.  

 
The International Rescue Committee (IRC), Refugee Consortium of Kenya (RCK) and Humanitarian 
Policy Group (HPG) launched a joint working paper entitled, Hidden and Exposed: Urban Refugees in 
Kenya. The working paper examines the daily challenges urban refugees face, including police 
harassment, discrimination and limited livelihood opportunities. Key recommendations presented at the 
launch include the need to protect refugees from harassment by police and the use of an integrated 
approach that targets refugees, IDPs and the urban poor in response and advocacy initiatives. 
Humanitarian and Development organizations are recommended to work closely with the United Nations 
and GoK to ensure  coordinated and comprehensive services are provided to address needs of both 
refugees and the Kenyan community amongst whom they live.   
 
Floods/Landslides 
Heavy rainfall has caused landslides in Mathira and Mukurwe-ini Divisions of Nyeri District, central 
Kenya. On 5 May, two people were confirmed dead in a landslide which occurred in Mukurwe-ini 
Division. Residents in the affected area were asked to move to higher grounds by Provincial 
Administration. In Mathira division, more than seven houses were destroyed by a landslide following 
heavy rains which occurred on 2 May. More than 100 families in the area have begun moving to safer 
grounds. Two separate landslides occurred in Kiharu and Kimondo villages following heavy rains which 
started on 4 May. 13 houses were destroyed. District authorities will move 400 families to public land in 
Mukurwe-ini town. Government will provide food, medication and shelter.  
 
Heavy rainfall between 30th April and 3rd May caused a mudslide in Kitony Village (Marakwet District in 
north western Kenya) leaving 11 people dead and another 600 displaced. An additional eight people with 
serious injuries are receiving specialized treatment at Moi Referral Hospital. The mudslide occurred 
when River Siner changed its course at Kitony village. Seven houses were swept away. The Kenya Red 
Cross Society (KRCS) is leading rescue and response operations. An assessment to establish gaps and 
needs of the affected population is necessary. 
 
Access to the affected village has been difficult given the wet conditions and hilly topography of the area. 
Rocks and stones at the site are also hampering rescue efforts. Agencies responding to those affected 
reportedly walked for up to 3 km. 
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Heavy rains were received in Moyale district, located in northern Kenya. As a result, flooding has 
occurred and hundreds (Field team to confirm numbers) of families displaced. Bridges were also swept 
away, paralyzing transport. Hundreds of people travelling to and from Moyale are reported to be 
stranded and spending nights by the roadside, in a highly insecure area.  Seventy heavy duty vehicles 
are also reported stranded and are awaiting the reconstruction of the bridges swept away. Engineers 
from the Ministry of Roads and Public Works are expected to fix the bridges. Maize fields in Mado, Adhi, 
Waye and Anona areas were also washed away. District Authorities indicated that relief food, blankets 
and mosquito nets will be needed should the rains continue pounding beyond 6 May. 
 
On 20 April 2010, two areas were placed under alert for flooding. In Taveta District, the impacts of heavy 
rains from the Kilimanjaro and the Tanga District of Tanzania may cause flooding in Taveta. The Kenya 
Red Cross Society (KRCS) Emergency Operations Centre (EOC) informed that it is in touch with the 
Tanzania Meteorological Agency (TMA) and the Tanzania Red Cross Society (TRCS) who are 
monitoring the two districts. The EOC is also in direct contact with the Kenya Wild Life Services in 
Amboseli, and Tsavo East and West National Parks who also maintain rain gauges in the parks.  
 
In the Tana Delta and 
Garissa, Masinga dam is 
currently at 1053.18m 
against a Full Supply Level 
(FSL) of 1056.5m, 
according to KRCS. This 
means that Masinga is 
only 3.32m to reaching the 
FSL. The EOC, KENGEN 
and the University of 
Nairobi (UoN) School of 
Mathematics will 
determine the overspill 
point or neighborhood. 
Once this is determined 
and the rains persist as 
projected by the KMD, risk 
reduction measures ahead 
of the imminent floods are 
required to be in place.  
 
The National Disaster 
Operations Centre 
(NDOC) informed of a big 
landslide in Nyakach on 19 
April 2010, following heavy 
rains. There were no 
casualties or damages to 
property. NDOC is also 
monitoring areas in Coast 
Province (Magarini; 
Malindi; Lamu).  The Lamu 
Meteorological Station 
recorded intense rainfall 
that culminated into a 24-
hr total of 236.4mm on 14th 
April. This is highest 24-hr 
rainfall ever recorded by 
Lamu Meteorological 
Station in the last 50 
years.  In addition, it has 
already surpassed the 
Long Term Average of 
132.1mm for the month of April for Lamu Meteorological Station.  
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Nyanza and western provinces, around Samburu Hills and Baragoi, Marsabit, Ileret and Moyale are likely 
to receive seven-day rainfall totals in the range 100 to 150mm. The expected heavy rainfall in Nyanza 
and the Nandi Hills is likely to cause flooding in Lake Victoria basin while enhanced rainfall in western 
province would result in increase in river levels.  
 
Heavy rainfall in March and April 2010 caused flooding in several locations in the country temporarily 
displaced more than 28, 000 people and damaging property worth millions of Kenyan Shillings. More 
than 31 people have died in flood-related incidents since the onset of the Long Rains in March. Most of 
the deaths occurred when people were swept away by strong currents. OCHA has therefore embarked 
on an awareness campaign to warn people about under-estimating flood waters or swiftly flowing 
currents.  
 
In March 2010, floods affected Mandera, Turkana, Samburu, Homa Bay, Isiolo and temporarily displaced 
more than 11, 000 people. Between 1-7 April 2010, floods affected Narok, Malindi, Margarini. In Moyale 
120 households were affected by flood waters from Ethiopia on 16 April 2010. 
 
The Government’s Crisis Response Centre (CRC), National Disaster Operations Centre (NDOC), the 
Kenya Meteorological Department (KMD), Kenya Red Cross Society (KRCS) and OCHA partnered in a 
number of public awareness campaigns, with key messages on how communities should prepare and 
respond to floods to mitigate risks.  Kenya Broadcasting Corporation has provided 45 minutes pro bono 
airtime on its nationwide radio channel for CRC, NDOC, KMD and KRCS to interact with the public on 
flood preparedness.  The CRC advised local authorities to assess local capacity to respond to floods and 
reactivate the Contingency Plans and District Disaster Management \committees. Whilst noted that some 
districts may not have preparedness plans per se, most districts have a way of coping/responding to 
floods. Humanitarian agencies have also informed of prepositioned relief stocks to support government 
efforts.  The Crisis Response Centre in collaboration with district authorities is reinforcing traditional 
ways of communication in disaster preparedness. Local Chiefs, School Teachers and District authorities 
are Key players.  Communities are encouraged to closely follow directions provided by local authorities, 
through District Disaster Management Committees. Whilst indigenous coping mechanisms are 
encouraged, the key message is to ensure that communities are discouraged from taking risks as water 
currents cannot be determined and accidents have happened and caused death. In Turkana district 
which has been affected by flash floods, the DCs office has collaborated with security forces to keep the 
population from crossing flooded lagaes (seasonal rivers) - which is where five people died on 20/21/23 
March 2010.  
 
The KMD predicts the following distribution of rainfall for Long Rains (March- June) :  
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For the most recent Early Warning Bulletin Vol. 3 on Floods/Landslides, visit 
http://ochaonline.un.org/kenya.  
 
 
Drought Analysis 
Drought conditions in arid and semi-arid areas have shown significant improvements in March from 
February 2010. The conditions which have been monitored since May 2009 show a marked 
improvement in access to water, improved pasture, increased body weight of livestock and increased 
crop production for agro-pastoral areas. The Arid Lands Resource Management Project (ALRMP) 
monthly bulletins indicate that the recovery from drought may be sustained until the next rainy season 
(Oct-Dec), if rains are received as predicated by the Kenya Meteorological Department (KMD).  
 

 
 
Food Security 
Food Security has substantially improved in most parts of Kenya because of the October-December 
2009 enhanced Short Rains and off-season rains received in January and February 2010. The Rains led 
to increased crop production, improved livestock conditions and better access to water. The government-
led Short Rains Assessment (SRA) conducted in February 2010, revealed that food insecure populations 
have reduced from 3.8 million to 1.6 million people. FEWSNET states that poorer households in the 
marginal agricultural areas in Kitui, Makueni, Machakos, and Mwingi that are selling their produce at very 
low prices, and others in coastal areas that experienced a poor cropping season, are not likely to 
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experience major improvements in food security. Similarly, pastoralists in Mandera, Turkana, Wajir, and 
Isiolo experienced a poor short‐rains season, and livestock recovery has been impeded by their 
weakened conditions in spite of the good onset of the long‐rains season. Such populations will remain 
highly food insecure through June because the impacts of expected cross‐sectoral interventions may not 
materialize until the end of June. 
 

 
Most Likely Food Security Scenario March- June/Fews Net 

 

The Coastal Marginal Agricultural Livelihood Cluster showed improvements particularly in Kilifi, Malindi 
and Taita Taveta districts but with a high risk of deterioration in Kinango and Lunga Lunga divisions in 
Kwale district where 75 percent crop failure was reported. The situation in the Eastern pastoral livelihood 
Cluster also generally improved from the July – December 2009 drought. The pasture, browse, and 
water availability and consequent improvements in livestock body condition are expected to be sustained 
through the current rains March/April 2010 in pastoral areas of Mandera, Garissa, and Tana River 
districts.   

 
In the Northern Pastoral Cluster, the food security conditions remained at borderline food insecurity with 
a high risk of drifting into acute food and livelihood crisis.  Whilst good Long Rains are expected to 
contribute and sustain pasture and water for livestock for months to come, the rains are also expected to 
cause localized flooding with direct effects of displacements, livestock deaths, reduced road access, and 
an upsurge in disease, especially cholera and malaria. In addition, an initial rise in Contagious Caprine 
and Bovine Pluero Pneumonia.  
 
On the Urban poor, the Government advised that it is currently considering the 2.5 million targeted last 
year until a survey in urban settlements reveals otherwise.  The SRA in 2010, which did not cover urban 
informal settlements, reported that 3.8 million people are food insecure in urban areas. WFP targets 
some 400, 000 people in mother & child nutrition programming in slums in Nairobi, Kisumu and 
Mombasa. WFP reported at the KFFSG on 16 March 2010 that they were planning to carry out a 
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baseline study on vulnerability in urban areas. A conceptual Framework has been prepared which will be 
shared to other stakeholders for discussions. - The study is planned to be done before the July LRA 
2010 assessment in the major towns.  

The Food Security prognosis for the next three months is expected to show sustained improvements 
because of anticipated good rains predicated by the Kenya Meteorological Department (KMD).  

 
Most Likely Food Security Scenario July- September 2010/Fews Net 

 

Access to Water 
Heavy rainfall in most of March 2010 led to recharging of water sources in most parts of the country.  
Trekking distances to grazing zones decreased in some locations, but availability of water at specific 
sites also led to migration of livestock. For example, In Trans Mara, the main sources of water in March 
were permanent rivers, pans and dams. Whilst there was congestion at these water sources, other 
sources were dry because of low rainfall amounts received over an extended period of time. The water 
situation was worse in all livelihoods zones of Trans Mara. This negatively impacted on livestock, 
especially for milk production levels. In Moyale, water availability was good, with no particular stress. 
Parts of the lowlands flooded, making them inaccessible especially for camels and goats 
 
 
Market Prices 
Livestock prices generally increased because of improved body conditions of the animals. Access to 
water and pasture and shorter trekking distances have contributed to these improvements. In Samburu 
District for example, average sheep prices rose to Ksh1224 in March from Ksh974 in February 2010.  
The price was above the long term average by 52.23 per cent.  
 
Maize prices decreased in most areas, including pastoral communities. Surplus of the staple maize led 
to a reduction in prices.  In Isiolo, the district average maize price reduced to Ksh30 per kilogram 
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compared to Ksh35 in February. The price reduction was due to the small scale harvest recorded in 
central division of Isiolo and neighbouring districts.  
 
 

 
Source: ALRMP/March 2010 
 
Health & Nutrition 
In Turkana district, the nutrition status of children below five years marginally improved, with the 
percentage of those rated ‘at risk’ of malnutrition declining to 22.5 % from 25.5% in February 2010. The 
improvement is attributed to increased household milk production across the six districts from 9.87 % in 
February to 10.50% in March 2010 and improved diversity in dietary intake attributed to availability at 
local markets. In Isiolo, average percentage of children ‘at risk’ of malnutrition was 35% in March from 
38.9 % in February 2010. Some areas at divisional level like Merti show improvements from 71% in 
February to 56 % of children ‘at risk’ as measured by Mid-Upper Arm Circumference (MUAC). Garbatulla 
improved from 31% to 29 %.  

 
Source: ALRMP/March 2010 
 
Poor sanitation is a major problem in all six districts of Turkana, especially in Nachukui, Lokamorinyang, 
Kibish Lokichoggio, Nanam, Loboolo, Napeililim, Kalapata, Lokwii, Lopur, Lokwamosing, Nakukulas and 
in centres along the River Turkwel and Lake Turkana. This problem is compounded by lack of public 
toilets in the communities and pit latrines in schools. Most of water-borne diseases such as typhoid, 
cholera and diarrhea may affect the areas that were water stressed because humans share water 
sources with wild animals. In March 2010, cholera killed two people in Lokamarinyang, but situation has 
been brought under control by health officials. 
 
The Department of Public Health and Sanitation (DPHS) says the cholera outbreak has cumulatively 
affected 22 Districts nationwide since January 2010, with a total of 2066 cases, 33 deaths and a CFR of 
1.6% as at 26th April 2010. The outbreaks have been contained in 15 Districts. For the Districts which 
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have reported cases in the month of April, a total of 624 cases with 7 deaths and a CFR of 1.12% have 
been recorded.  Five districts (Tharaka, Msambweni, Marakwet, Narok South and Malindi ) reported new  
between 19-26 April 2010.   The overall number of reported new cases decreased from 150 on 19th April 
to 128 on 23rd and further to 119 on 26th April 2010. Malindi and Narok South are the new districts with 
cases while Mombasa and Kwale did not have cases during the period under review. Media reported on 
3rd May, that larger Pokot was experiencing a new cholera outbreak.  
 

 
 
An outbreak of Measles was reported in Wajir district in northern Kenya on 30th April 2010. The District 
Public Health Authority is leading response and prevention initiatives in partnership with the Arid Land 
Resource Management Programme, OXFAM GB, Save the Children UK and Islamic Relief. Enhanced 
rains hampered movement and access to affected populations. 
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Conflict in Pastoral areas 
Cross-border cattle raids characterised conflict in Turkana district in March 2010. On 3rd March 2010, 
The ALRMP Monthly Bulletin for March 2010 reports that Toposas from Southern Sudan raided 
Lopalaranga in Nanam division (Turkana West) and one person was seriously injured. No animals were 
stolen. On 13th March 2010, Kraals of Eweet Duruko and Akiteng Lokol in Oropoi Division were raided by 
Dodoth from Uganda who took 800 shoats (sheep and goats) and abducted two persons.  In Turkana 
North, on 2nd March 2010 the Nyangatom from Ethiopia raided Natodomen in Kibish Division, killed two 
men and took away an unknown number of livestock. In Turkana South, on 2nd March were driven away 
and one person was injured on the incidence. 
In Isiolo, insecurity and conflicts were rampant in Central, Merti division of Isiolo and Modogashe location 
of Garbatulla district. Three (3) people were critically injured when two communities fought over water in 
Modogashe. 
 
In Samburu, despite the continuing peace talks initiated by Samburu, Pokot and Turkana elders, 
one herder was killed at Pura area of Loosuk location in March 2010 and close to 100 cattle stolen by 
rustlers from Baringo East district. 
 
In Transmara, clashes erupted between two communities on 13/14  March over access to land use in  
new administrative boundaries. One person was killed along Kirindon, 105 houses (grass thatched) burnt down 
burnt down. An estimated 800 people (approximately 160 households) were displaced from Kirindon division and 
moved stay with relatives in Trans Mara East.  
 
On 9 April 2010, security personnel were deployed in Lokiriama and Lorengippi in Loima District (in 
Uganda) to prevent Karamojong tribesmen from escaping into Kenya due to the ongoing disarmament 
operation mounted by Ugandan troops. Some 41 Jie warriors were reportedly killed in a fierce gun battle 
after being intercepted by Ugandan security forces in a cattle raid against a rival tribe in Uganda near the 
Kenyan Border. Kenyan security personnel are on alert to curb the tensions spilling over into Kenya. 
Tension remains high in both Lokiriama and Lorengippi areas in Uganda.  
 
 Protection 

The Ministry of State for Special Programmes on 17 March 2010 hosted a stakeholder review workshop 
on the National Policy for Protecting and Assisting Internally Displaced Persons in Kenya. Participants 
provided their comments on the draft, which have been incorporated in the final draft before it is 
presented to Cabinet. The workshop was attended by over 100 participants from the IDP community, 
NGOs, UN and Government.  
 
Relations between host communities and refugees in the Dadaab areas of Garrisa remain challenging. 
On 5 April, a riot ensued after host community youth resisted the establishment of a verification centre at 
Dagahaley camp. The purpose of the verification exercise is to locate refugee recyclers, refugees who 
have died, and host community members registered as refugees. The host community caused over US $ 
10,000 worth of damage to the verification site on 12 April 2010. UNHCR is working with the 
Government to find a lasting solution.  The host community blames the refugee influx over the years to 
have put pressure on local resources and caused environmental degradation. There is also resentment 
towards refugees who are perceived by the local community to receive better assistance/services than 
locals, who have faced a history of marginalization and under-development.  
Dadaab, the biggest refugee camp in the world, hosts more than 276,000 refugees in camps initially built 
for a 90, 000 refugee capacity.  

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and Netfund held a two day consultative workshop on 
7 April with a broad range of stakeholders, including community representatives from Dadaab to develop 
an environment management framework for that area.   

On 10 May, 2010, OCHA Kenya will be having a review meeting on the Joint Strategy on Refugee 
Hosting Areas to review progress on implementation of projects developed in October 2009.  
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