
 

 
The food security and nutrition figures come from post-harvest assessments by the Food Security and Nutrition Analysis 
Unit (FSNAU) for Somalia, managed by the UN Food and Agriculture Organization, and the Famine Early Warning 
Systems Network. According to a population estimate survey, published in 2015, the Somalia population is 12.3 million 
people. This estimate was not available at the time of the FSNAU post-Deyr 2015 survey. The estimated number of people 
in need is extrapolated based on earlier population estimates (UNDP, 2005). 
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1. After more than two decades of violence and political instability, Somalia is 
beginning to show positive trajectory with increasing political stability, 
improvements in socio-economic indicators and a positive shift in 
engagements with international partners. This encouraging trend is however 
taking place against a backdrop of precarious humanitarian and security situation and 
amid chronic vulnerabilities that arise from the continued insecurity and extremely low 
level of social and economic development. As an example, about 1.7 million school-
age Somali children do not go to school; one in 18 women die in childbirth; one in 
every 11 Somali children die before their first birthday; only one in three Somalis has 
access to safe water, and food insecurity continues to affect up to 3 million people. 

 
2. Investments through humanitarian response and initial development efforts are 

showing positive indications in people's lives, and much more efforts are 
needed in an environment where delivering assistance is expensive. This is 
particularly important since the humanitarian situation in Somalia remains fragile and 
the risk of relapse is high. It would take only one failed rainy season, increased 
insecurity or reduced access to humanitarian services to reverse the small gains 
made over the past two years. Investing in humanitarian programmes not only saves 
lives and livelihoods but also positively contributes to the attainment of peace and 
stability. The phasing in and out of different funding streams thus has to be conducted 
in a manner that strengthens linkages between humanitarian and development 
programmes and does not detract attention from the humanitarian crisis. In this vein, 
resilience, durable solutions for the internally displaced persons and essential basic 
services such as health and water are critical gateways to a more effective response 
to the immediate needs of the population. 
 

3. Humanitarian needs remain vast. Over 730,000 million Somalis continue to 
require urgent humanitarian food and nutrition assistance, while an additional 
2.3 million people are struggling to meet their food needs every day. The 
nutrition situation remains very critical, particularly among internally displaced people. 
The global acute malnutrition (GAM) levels among IDPs in Baidoa, Dhobley and 
Doolow, Garowe and Galkayo are persistently above the global emergency threshold 
of 15 per cent. The situation in Dhobley is particularly concerning with a GAM rate 
that has nearly doubled since late 2014, now reaching 20.7 percent. About 1.1 million 
people are internally displaced and highly vulnerable to natural hazards, food 
insecurity, disease outbreaks, exploitation and abuse. 
 

4. This grim humanitarian and protection context is further compounded by the 
escalation of forced evictions, the deteriorating security situation and the influx 
into Somalia of people fleeing the conflict in Yemen. About 96,000 people were 
forcefully evicted in the first five months of 2015, three times more than all forced 
evictions reported in 2014. Violations against children are pervasive with about 1,800 
children affected by some form of child rights violations, 824 of the victims being 
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affected by forced recruitment and use by armed groups in 2014. Over 20,000 
refugees and Somali returnees have returned to Somalia from Yemen since April 
2015 and more are expected to continue arriving in the coming months. This has put 
a further strain on the already stretched humanitarian system. 

 
5. The volatile security situation deteriorated considerably in 2015 making the 

delivery of assistance to people in need extremely dangerous and costly. 
Attacks and threats against humanitarian personnel and properties increased in 2015. 
In the first five months of 2015, 60 incidents involving humanitarians led to the death 
of 7, injury of 14, abduction of 5 and arrest and detention of 30 aid workers. Notably 
the 20 April Garowe (Puntland) attack on UN vehicle claimed the lives of four UN staff 
members and two UN contracted guards and injured five others forcing humanitarian 
organizations to reassess programme criticality and scale down operations. Road 
blockades by armed groups in parts of southern and central Somalia also continue to 
restrict humanitarian access to people in need. The high levels of insecurity which 
prevail in most parts of southern and central Somalia also fuel protection violations 
against civilians and lead to frequent displacements.  

 
6. Despite the prevailing volatile security situation and longstanding access challenges, 

humanitarian organizations continue to use various modalities such as private 
contractors, community networks, and air cargoes to deliver aid. However, 
insecurity and access restrictions increase risks and cost of humanitarian operations 
and undermine systematic monitoring of response due to the remote management of 
programmes.   

 
7. Humanitarian funding levels remain low compared to immediate needs. Urgent 

and adequate funding is therefore required to keep critical humanitarian and 
protection services running. In 2015, humanitarian partners requested US$863 
million to enable them reach vulnerable communities and respond to most critical 
needs. By mid-year, an overall funding of $307 million had been received, of which 
$226 million or 26 per cent is directly against the Somalia humanitarian appeal while 
an additional $85 million has been reported for humanitarian activities outside the 
appeal. The received funds still fall far short of what is needed to address urgent 
needs. The funding shortfall has left 1.5 million people without primary healthcare 
services including 300,000 children under five years of age. Hospitals in Dhobley, 
Galkacyo South, Jowhar, and Kismayo are on the verge of stopping services. This 
comes on the back of a deteriorating health service situation as a result of the closure 
of 20 health facilities in 2014. Some partners have already been forced to reduce 
rations/food packages and are providing assistance for less number of feeding days 
than planned. More than 400,000 vulnerable Somalis are at risk of not receiving much 
needed food and nutrition assistance as early as August, even more in the months to 
follow.  

 

 

For further information, please contact: Mustafa M. Omer, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, 

OCHA Somalia, Tel: +254-708-515-548, Email: muhumedomer@un.org  
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