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HIGHLIGHTS                                                                                                     
Voluntary repatriation 

 In total, as of 15th February, 49,376  Somali refugees returned home since 8th December 2014, 
when UNHCR started supporting voluntary return of Somali refugees in Kenya, out of which 
10,062 were supported in 2017 alone.  

Road convoys were organized from Dadaab to Dhobley respectively on Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Thursdays. 
For the time being, flights 
from Dadaab to Somalia 
remain suspended owing to 
the security alerts in 
Mogadishu since 23rd 
December 2016. 

 Go and See visits to Baidoa 
(27th February – 3rd March) 
and Kismayu (6th – 10th 
March) are being planned 
and selection and 
nomination of refugees 
expected to participate in 
these missions has already 
been concluded. 

Relocation to Kakuma 

 In the framework of the relocation from Dadaab to Kakuma/Kalobeyei, a total of 10 flights per 
week were organized during the period under review.  

 As at 13th February, the total number of persons relocated to Kakuma/Kalobeyei was 2,431. Out 
of this number, 2,220 were relocated since the resumption of the relocation process on 16th 
January 2017.  

 On Thursday 9th February, UNHCR shared with IOM a list of 658 households, a total of 2,631 non-
Somali refugees who have expressed so far their willingness to be relocated.  

 On Wednesday 10th February, a meeting was held with IOM on transportation of livelihood 
assets belong to the relocating refugees. IOM will be transporting the items and will hand them 
over back to beneficiaries once safely reach to Kalobeyei. This step was taken following the visit 
of IOM logistics officer based in Nairobi. UNHCR to share with IOM a list of recorded livelihood 
assets and departure manifests. 

Population as of 15 February 2017:   265,034 

                                Refugees:  262,941 
                               Asylum seekers:  2,093 
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Refugee children from Somalia in IFO 2 camp of Dadaab. 

UPDATES                                                                                                      
 Protection  

 Camp consolidation: The process of Kambioos camp consolidation started on Monday 30th January 2017 with the 
transfer of the first groups of refugees from Kambioos to Hagadera camp.   

As of 13th February, 86 heads of households were transported from Kambioos to Hagadera to construct their 
shelters and 598 households are ready to move. Among the 86 heads of households transported, 32 who arrived on 
Monday 6th February receives plot and only nine received shelter-kits, and the 54 household were on the process to 
receive their plot when the shooting incident took place. 

In Hagadera camp, plots have been identified by Refugee Affairs Secretariat (RAS) and UNHCR, demarcation and 
allocation of materials have been completed by Peace Winds Japan (PWJ). In total 83 plots were demarcated. 

 Vetting of “double registered”: The vetting exercise is still opened for refugees who have obtained or applied for 
Kenyan ID card, during the reporting period, 14 refugees have surrendered the Kenya National ID cards to Deputy 
County Commissioner’s (DCC) Office in Dadaab. Therefore, since the beginning of the exercise, 184 refugees have 
surrendered their ID cards out of 200 refugees vetted by the committee. 

 New Arrivals Registration: UNHCR and the Government of Kenya through the Refugee Affair Secretariat (RAS) 
started the registration of new arrivals/unregistered people on 14th February. Out of 1,922 unregistered persons 
profiled across the camps, 59 individuals from non-Somali refugees were registered to facilitate their relocation to 
Kalobeyi and two Somali refugees were registered on medical grounds.  

 Continuous Registration: During the reporting period, a total number of 230 new born babies were registered and 
issued with the birth certificates. 

 Legal Aid Clinic: 18 (13 male and 05 boys) were attended to during the legal aid clinics at the prison, Rescue Centre 
and in court. They were all provided with counselling on how to cope with their current situations and updated on 
the progress of their cases along with being provided with pre-trial preparation.  

 Arrest/legal representations in Court: During the reporting period, 22 persons of concern (14 male, 03 female and 
07 boys) were represented in court. 07 (03 male, 03 female and 01 boy) were charged with residing outside 
designated areas and 13 (10 male and 03 boys) were charged with unlawfully presence in Kenya. 

Child Protection 

 Five Best Interest Determination (BID) panel meetings were held during the reporting period. 193 cases (170 
Voluntary Repatriation, 3 relocation and 20 resettlement) were reviewed, appropriate recommendations on 
proceeding for the cases discussed and action points to be followed agreed upon.   

 On 2nd February, UNHCR and Save the Children International (SCI) had a meeting to discuss the prioritized Child 
protection activities for 2017 and their 
time limes. The agreed activities were 
those targeting voluntary repatriation, 
BID process, and prevention and 
response.  

 On 6th February, the Child Protection 
Working Group (CPWG) members met 
to discuss the Child Participation 
themes and child friendly messages to 
be developed which will be 
disseminated to the children and the 
community at large on issues affecting 
children. The themes were focused on 
Voluntary Repatriation, Education, and 
Child Participation, Child marriage, 
Female Genital Mutilation, movements 

and reporting mechanisms. 
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A refugee student in her classroom at Hurmod primary school, Ifo camp of Dadaab. 

Sexual and Gender Based Violence (SGBV) 

 In Ifo camp, Community Awareness Forums reached 200 refugees, on GBV prevention, human rights and access to 
services. In addition, meetings were held with School Heads from Primary Schools on GBV sensitization in six 
primary schools.  

 During the reporting period, five community dialogue sessions were held in Ifo 2 camp. The main issues raised 
during the sessions concerned domestic violence, early marriage, FGM, Referral Pathway and Girl Child Education. 
The total number of people in the session was 75 comprising (32 males and 43 females).  

 Education 

 On 2nd February, UNHCR, UNICEF and Lutheran World Federation (LWF) convened a meeting in Hagadera camp that 
was attended by School Boards of Management (BOMs) from Hagadera and Kambioos camps. The objective of the 
meeting was to inform Hagadera primary schools BOMs on the imminent closure of Kambioos camp and the 
modalities for placing the affected learners in various schools in Hagadera camp. Priority being given to Kenya 
Certificate of Primary Education candidates. The parents and the camp leadership assured members present of their 
support to Kambioos team in accommodating learners in Hagadera camp. The major request made was for UNHCR 
and other Education Agencies to avail addition teachers, teaching and learning material and scale up WASH 
facilities. 

 UNHCR Education was in consultation with its Education counterpart in Kakuma to deliberate on modalities of 
accommodating non-Somali students being relocated from Dadaab to Kalobeyei settlement. Kakuma reported 
existence of one primary school in Kalobeyei while the secondary school was still under construction. Kakuma 
confirmed its capacity in absorbing primary school students, albeit with challenges while plans will be made to give 
secondary school students scholarships in local government schools. Education unit submitted a list of 59 Kenya 
Certificate of Secondary Education (KCSE) candidates and 115 Kenya Certificate of Primary Education (KCPE) 
candidates to be prioritized. Relocation team confirmed that four out of the 59 KCSE candidates had already been 
relocated while 50 out of the 115 KCPE candidates had also been relocated to Kakuma. 

 On 13th February, UNICEF availed a donation of assorted educational teaching and learning materials to support 
refugee education programmes in Dadaab. The consignment of 400 boxes contained 120,000 exercise books, 
20,000 pencils, 
100,000 pens, 20,000 
sharpeners, 
blackboard dusters, 
boxes of chalk and 
manila papers. The 
donations from 
UNICEF complements 
teaching and learning 
material provided by 
UNHCR in ensuring 
learners have access 
to quality education. A 
distribution plan was 
drawn where delivery 
of the items to schools 
commenced on 15th 
February and is 
expected to conclude 
on 21st February. 

 

 

 

P
h

o
to

: U
N

H
C

R
/A

. N
a

sr
u

lla
h
 

 

P
h

o
to

 U
N

H
C

R
/ D

a
d

a
a

b
  



UNHCR bi-weekly Update, Dadaab, Kenya 
 

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) – www.unhcr.org 

4 
 

 Food Security and Nutrition 

 The general food distribution for the month of February was commenced on 1st February. It was completed 
successfully across all the five camps by 8th February with no major incident reported. 

 WFP, with support from UNHCR, is conducting an annual evaluation of all partners implementing WFP-funded 
programmes for the refugee population for which there is a tripartite agreement between WFP, UNHCR and the 
implementing partner. The exercise, 
which began on 13th February and 
will end on 18th February, is 
expected to evaluate the 
implementation for the past year 
(April 2016-March 2017), identify 
and document successes and 
challenges, and feed into the next 
programming year which begins on 
1st April 2017. The exercise includes 
focus group discussions with 
beneficiaries and refugee leaders, 
interviews with programme staff 
and a desk review of performance 
indicators and progress in 
implementation of previous 
recommendations. 

 Durable Solutions 

Resettlement 

 During the first half of February, a total of four cases comprising of 14 individuals underwent resettlement case 
composition interviews.  

 A total 11 cases comprising of 30 individuals were submitted to UNHCR Branch Office Nairobi for onward 
submission to United States of America (USA), including two cases comprising of nine individuals on dossier basis to 
the Resettlement Support Center (RSC) for onward submission to Europe. Whereas three cases comprising of six 
individuals were also submitted to Branch Office Nairobi for onward submission to Australia. 

 A total of 49 movement passes were prepared for 155 individuals departing for the USA and Australia on 
resettlement. These include 76 individuals that were previously transferred from the IOM transit centre to Dadaab 
after cancellation of the flight to the USA. 

 Water and Sanitation 

 During the reporting period, on average, UNHCR supplied 31.8 litters of water per day per capita from 29 boreholes 
to the entire refugee population in the five Dadaab camps. 26 of these boreholes operate on Solar PV – Diesel 
hybrid system. The water supply schemes convey water to 47 tanks with a total storage capacity of 5,950 m3, from 
where the water distributed to refugees through 909 tap stands scattered around the five camps. 

 Water safety continued to be ensured through chlorination at the boreholes and regular monitor of Free Residual 
Chlorine (FRC). 

 During the reporting period, 286 Hygiene promoters were actively engaged in carrying out hygiene promotion 
campaigns in all five camps. In addition, mass clean up campaigns were conducted in collaboration with the WASH 
committees and WASH agencies in the camps. 

Contacts:  

UNHCR Dadaab External Relations Unit, kendapi@unhcr.org  facebook.com/unhcrkenya           

twitter.com/UNHCR_Kenya 

www.unhcr.org/ke          

 

Web portal on Somali Displacement:  

http://data.unhcr.org/horn-of-africa/regional.php    
 

  

   

  

WFP food distribution center at Hagadera camp of Dadaab. 
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