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Context 
During the period 11 to 20 March 2009, heavy winds and rainfall affected much of Zambia resulting in 

widespread flooding. The provinces most affected are Western, Eastern, Lusaka, Central and parts of Northern. 

The country continues to experience moderate to heavy rainfall. Reports have been received of flash floods and 

water levels of the Zambezi basin are rising. Rainfall from the south-west part of neighbouring Angola is also 

contributing to a sharp rise of water levels in the Zambezi River.  
 

In the Western and North-Western provinces, crops grown along the Zambezi valleys have been submerged in 

water. The most affected crop has been rice. Livestock have also been displaced from their grazing land, and 

are confined to small grazing area, posing a high risk of disease. 
 
The cholera situation had marginally improved but is on the upswing again due to the continued rainy spell. In 
the Southern province, Siavonga district has reported new cases of cholera, and there are also reports from 
the Eastern province, in the rural areas.  
 

Current Situation/Response 
 
Hydro-meteorological Conditions 
Above-normal rainfall has been received in the Western Province, parts of Central and Eastern Provinces. 
Chipata in the Eastern province recorded the highest recorded rainfall in ten years. Cumulative rainfall since the 
start of the season (1 July 2008) shows that Chipata district in the western province has recorded the highest 
rainfall of two metres. Most stations in northern Zambia performed better than last year during the same period 
last season (2007/08).  

 

The central, southern and western parts of the country received more rainfall and flash floods in March 2009, 

when compared to last season when heavy rainfall coupled with flash floods occurred much earlier (in December 

2007and January 2008).   

 
Water Situation 
River and water reservoirs levels are stable. The electricity company, ZESCO which manages the Kafue river 
basin reports that the Itezhi-Tezhi dam, which is used to store water for the Kafue gorge power station, has 
not reached its maximum water capacity. At present, the reservoir is at 1030.44 meters with its full capacity 
being 1030.50 meters. At the rate the reservoir is filling-up, ZESCO does not anticipate serious problems with 
downstream populations even if they have to open the gates. 
 
According to the Zambezi River Authority (ZRA) the current volumes in Lake Kariba are still below the critical 
operating curve of 484 meters and will not warrant any opening of the spill-way gates. With more rains 
forecast for the period March to May 2009, water levels are expected to rise. The ZRA further reported that 
there are no intentions at the moment of opening the spill-way gates and they estimate that possibly this will 
only happen in June 2009. The ZRA assure that if that decision is reached, stakeholders and the general public 
will be notified. 

 

Agriculture 
The floods have occurred when most of the maize crop has matured. Farmers have an option of harvesting the 
crop and /or drying it mechanically to either store it or sell it. This intervention is expected to maintain the 
projected increase in harvest of about 10 percent above the previous season’s harvest. According to the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives, there has been a marked increase in area planted for this season. 
This is attributed to an increase in the number of farmers who have accessed the Government supported 
fertiliser support programme (FSP). However, the Ministry cautions that with the advent of floods, the area to 
be harvested might reduce albeit not very significantly.  
 

Despite this, the widespread and continuous rainfall that has characterised the period has not been good for the 

crops that have reached drying stages. The increase of moisture in the maize grains may trigger fungal 

development and consequently rotting of the crops. 
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Floods Update: 
 

Situation 
There are about 16 districts flood-affected. The Disaster Management and Mitigation Unit (DMMU) and 
Vulnerability Assessment Committee (VAC) is currently undertaking an assessment to the 16 districts. Initial 
findings from the VAC indicated that three people have died and 45 households in Shangombo district in 
western province lost their homes, including water and sanitation points. Many districts have been cut off. 
The Roads Development Agency (RDA) has been requested to construct temporary bridges to make the area 
accessible.  The major challenge in Shangombo has been access. The Government has asked the Zambia Air 
Force (ZAF) to be on standby to assist the DMMU in delivering humanitarian supplies to areas that have been 
cut off and carry out aerial assessments. More details regarding the situation will be provided once the 
assessment results are ready, which should be in the next 10 days. 
 

 
Response 
 
Two temporary shelters and water-tanks for those 
displaced by floods have been set-up on Mbeta Island 
on the Zambezi River. The government has pre-
positioned food in areas likely to be cut of such as 
Lukulu and Kalabo districts in the Western province 
and Zambezi in North-western province have food 
and other supplies.  The DMMU has also provided 
financing for the District Disaster Management 
Committee (DDMC). To improve communication and 
coordination efforts, the Government has gone into 
an arrangement with ZAIN (mobile service provider) 
to airlift fuel to keep the generators that power the 
base stations running.  
 
The army and the Roads Development Agency (RDA) 
are putting belly bridges to reconnect Shangombo 

district.  There is also a threat that with more heavy rains, Mbeta Island on the Zambezi River, which is 
hosting the affected populations, will be submerged. Boats have also been dispatched to the DDMC in 
Shangombo district. The Government has not issued a request for international assistance.    

 

Cholera Situation 
According to the Ministry of Health, the country has had a cumulative total of 6,624 cholera cases and 140 
deaths (CFR1.13%) from 10 September 2008 to 26 March 2009.  There are 31 districts affected. Rainfall has 
increased around Lusaka in the past week and this might further worsen the situation. 
 
Cholera Response: 
During a meeting of the National Epidemic Preparedness Committee (NEPC), which is chaired by the Ministry 
of Health, the following information was provided and discussed: 
 
� Case Management through cholera treatment centres; 
� Environmental Health and Food safety; 
� Contact tracing; 
� Disinfection of sanitary facilities (toilets); 
� Hygiene education; 
� Chlorination of wells; 
� Water Quality Monitoring; 

Part of Shangombo Road that has been washed 
away at Mboiwa (photo courtesy of DMMU) 
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� Premises and food inspections, and 
� Supervised burials. 

 
To address the water and sanitation situation, 55 portable toilets to the value of USD 86.4m (K480M) have 
been hired and water provided to the amount of USD 72m (K400M) to residents without charge. This is mostly 
in the urban areas of Lusaka, which has been the worst affected using funds mobilised by Ministry of health. 
Other activities include sinking wells and the provision of overhead water tanks. 
 
Meanwhile, the Government, with assistance from limited partners such as MSF, have continued responding to 
the cholera situation which is showing sign of stabilising. In addition, other Government institutions such as 
the Department of Water Affairs, Lusaka Water and Sewerage Company (LWSC) have continued providing 
assistance to the Government to contain and prevent further spread of the cholera outbreak. 

 
 

Province District Death BIDs Under 
Rx 

Cum. 
Cholera 
Cases 

Cum. 
Discharges CFR 

Mpulungu 1 5 0 547 546 0.18% 

Kaputa 0 0 0 20 20 0.00% 

Mbala 2 0 0 28 26 7.14% 
Northern 

Kasama 0 0 0 1 1 0.00% 
Total Prov.   3 5 0 596 593 0.50% 

Chienge 1 1 0 195 194 0.51% 

Nchelenge 5 0 2 333 326 2.10% 

Samfya 1 0 4 10 5 50.00% 
Luapula 

Mwense 1 0 0 1 0 100.00% 
Total Prov.   8 1 6 539 525 2.60% 

Lusaka 48 43 125 4,200 4,027 1.14% 

Luangwa 0 0 0 12 12 0.00% 

Chongwe 0 1 0 21 21 0.00% 
Lusaka 

Kafue 0 1 5 177 172 0.00% 
Total Prov.   48 45 130 4,410 4,232 1.09% 

Siavonga 2 1 0 143 141 1.40% 

Livingstone 2 2 0 24 22 8.33% 

Mazabuka 1 3 4 235 230 0.43% 

Sinazongwe 0 1 2 193 191 0.00% 

Itezhi tezhi 0 0 1 1 0 0.00% 

Kalomo 0 0 0 1 1 0.00% 

Southern 

Choma 0 1 0 23 23 0.00% 
Total Prov.   5 8 7 620 608 0.81% 

Chibombo 0 0 0 7 7 0.00% 

Kabwe 1 2 5 206 200 0.49% 
Kapiri 
Mposhi 0 0 0 10 10 0.00% 

Serenje 0 0 5 24 19 0.00% 

Central 

Mumbwa 4 1 0 111 107 3.60% 
Total Prov.   5 3 10 358 343 1.40% 

Ndola 0 0 0 34 34 0.00% Copperbelt 

Masaiti 0 0 0 5 5 0.00% 
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Province District Death BIDs Under 
Rx 

Cum. 
Cholera 
Cases 

Cum. 
Discharges CFR 

Kitwe 0 0 0 20 20 0.00% 

Luanshya 1 0 0 1 0 100.00% 
Total Prov.   1 0 0 60 59 1.67% 
North Western Solwezi 1 2 0 27 26 3.70% 

Petauke 2 0 0 2 0 100.00% 
Eastern 

Nyimba 2 1 0 12 10 16.67% 
Combined 
Total   5 3 0 41 36 12.20% 
National Total   75 65 153 6,624 6,396 1.13% 
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UN Country Team Contact List 

Name Designation Contact Number e-mail 

Mr Macleod Nyirongo Resident Coordinator +260-97-8772539 macleod.nyirongo@undp.org 

Ms Jennifer Kargbo Director – ECA/SRDC +260-97-7790312 jkargbo@uneca.org 

Ms Viola Morgan Country Director - UNDP +260-97-7405606 viola.morgan@undp.org 

Dr Olusegun Babaniyi Representative - WHO +260-97-7771270 babaniyio@zm.afro.who.int 

Mr James Lynch Representative – UNHCR +260-97-7862004 lynch@unhcr.org  

Mr Gerry Finnegan Representative - ILO +260-97-7640954 finnegan@ilo.org  

Ms Lotta Sylwander Representative - UNICEF +260-97-7770385 lsylwander@unicef.org  

Dr Noureddin Mona Representative - FAO +260-95-5742009 noureddin.mona@fao.org  

Mr Pablo Recalde Country Director - WFP +260-97-7790824 pablo.recalde@wfp.org  

Dr Duah Owusu-Sarfo Representative - UNFPA +260-97-8343384 duah.owusu-sarfo@undp.org  

Mr Josiah Ogina Head of Mission - IOM +260-97-8770760 jogina@iom.int  

Ms Maha Aon OIC - UNAIDS +260-97-8016093 aonm@unaids.org  

Dr Kapil Kapoor Country Manager – World Bank  kkapoor@worldbank.org  

 


