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OCTOBER TO DECEMB ER 2001 OUTLOOK

RAINFALL FORECAST FOR THE SADC REGION, OCTOBER 2001 THROUGH MARCH 2002 

JANUARY TO MARCH 2002 OUTLOOK

HOW WAS THE
FORECASTDERIVED??

T he seasonal forecast was generated by
climate experts at the Fifth Southern
Africa Region Climate Outlook Forum
(SARCOF-5), in Mangochi, Malawi, 17
to 21 September 2001. The Forum was
organized by the Drought Monitoring
Centre in Harare and included part icipa-
t ion of SADC national meteorologists,
and other national, regional and interna-
t ional climate experts. Various user
groups also participated in the Forum.
T he forecast is based on probabilities
derived from 30 years of historical rain-
fall data, and considers the state of the
global oceanic-atmospheric system and
its implications for the region. Climate
experts caution that the forecast is rele-
vant only for seasonal t ime scales and
for relat ively large areas, and that local
and month-to-month variations should
be expected. The regional forecast
should be refined and updated regularly
by national meteorological services.

WHATARETHEIMPLICATIONS??

The outlook for the 2001/2002 growing season is
favourable for most parts of the SADC region with
normal or above normal rainfall expected. How-
ever, it is important to bear in mind that “normal
rainfall” does not necessarily mean “ good yields”,
as the following points highlight:

� Normal rainfall in many parts of the region
is inadequate to support crop growth.

� The forecast does not consider variations of
rainfall within the three-month forecast
period. Thus even if the absolute amount
of rainfall is adequate, the timing of rainfall
over the course of the season may be inade-
quate to support crops in their different
stages of growth.

� Rainfall within the relatively large areas
indicated by the forecast will be uneven,
such that pockets of variation – both un-
usually wet and dry – must be expected.

� The seasonal forecast does not provide
information on when the rains will start
and end.

According to climate experts, most of the
SADC region will experience a normal to
above normal 2001/2002 rainfall season. The
only exceptions are northern parts Tanzania
and Mauritius, where there is an enhanced
probability that rainfall during the first half of
the season will be normal or below normal.
During the period October to December 2001,

rainfall levels are most likely to be normal or
above normal in northwestern parts of the DRC
and Angola and in the southern half of the re-
gion, excluding coastal Namibia, extending
north into southern Malawi. Normal rainfall is
expected in central areas of the region, extend-
ing from coastal Namibia and southern Angola
across the region to coastal areas of southern

Tanzania and northern Mozambique. During
the second half of the season, January to March
2002, northern and southeastern parts of the
region are likely to receive normal rainfall,
while the central east-west band, extending
from South Africa across to Tanzania and
northern Mozambique, is likely to receive nor-
mal or above normal rainfall.

ISTHEREA RISKOFMOREFLOODING?

The possibility of above normal rains forecast for
the first half of the season in the entire Limpopo
River Basin could result in above normal river
levels. However, normal rainfall is forecast in
these same areas during the second part of the
season, when flooding typically occurs.

During the first half of the season, the possibility
of above normal rains in the lower Zambezi River
Basin, including the Kariba and Cahora Bassa
dam areas, followed by the enhanced probability
of above normal rains in the upper Zambezi Ba-
sin, should be monitored closely

In the event of flooding during the 2001/2002 rainfall
season, SADC and partners will re-introduce the
Regional Flood Watch. This report was successfully
launched last season to provide decision-makers with
a timely regional perspective on the threat of heavy
rains and flooding. It will be produced on an ad hoc
basis, as required throughout the rainfall season.

To receive the Regional Flood Watch by email, please
contact Dr. Kennedy Masamvu at the SADC RRSU
<<kmasamvu@fanr-sadc.co.zw>>.

The SADC Food Security Network Ministerial Brief is a joint prod-
uct of the FANR SCU, the Regional Early Warning Unit, the Re-
gional Remote Sensing Unit, the Vulnerability Assessment Com-
mittee, the Database Project and FANR’s key partners including
FEWSNet, SC(UK), FAO and the FSRP/Zambia.

The SADC Regional Flood Watch 

SOURCE: Statement from the Fifth Cli mate Outlook For um for the Southern African Dev elopment Community R egion, 17-21 September 2001, M angochi, Malawi



HALF OF SADC COUNTRIES MAY REQUIRE EMERGENCY FOOD AID 

RAIL EXPLOSION THREATENS REGIONAL FOOD SECURITY  
In August 2001, the SADC FANR identified limited transport
capacity between South Africa and its northern neighbors as a
possible threat to regional food security. These already over-
stretched transport networks have been further disrupted following
the recent closure of the main railway link between South Africa
and Zimbabwe. This follows the derailment and explosion of a
goods train on 21 October in Messina, South Africa near the bor-
der of Zimbabwe. According to railway officials this critical
inland trading route will be closed for up to six weeks, leading to
substantial delays in delivery of goods to Zimbabwe and beyond.
While some trains will be diverted through Botswana, food ship-
ments originating from South Africa will be delayed.
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Reports on security conditions from the DRC are mixed. An influx of
refugees into Tanzania indicated continued fighting in some areas. Tan-
zania currently hosts more than 476,000 refugees. The UN also reports
improved access to IDPs in some areas as a result of improved security.
Approximately 78% of the 2 million or so IDPs in the DRC are in rebel-
held areas, of which less than half have access to humanitarian aid.

The United Nations in Angola has reported that at least 500,000 Ango-
lans in desperate need of food and medicine cannot be reached due to
security conditions. In response, the UN Security Council is attempting
to establish 'humanitarian corridors', that would provide access to popu-
lations at-risk. However, because of the
nature of the conflict, this may not be
possible without a bilateral ceasefire.
According to WFP, recent contributions
have guaranteed their food pipeline
through February 2002. Through its
various programmes, WFP is currently
feeding approximately 10% of Angola's
12 million people.

Current stock levels in Zimbabwe of
just over 200,000MT of maize are ade-
quate to meet national requirements
through January 2001. Thereafter, over
200,000MT of maize will need to be im-
ported to fill the maize gap before the
next harvest in May/June 2002. Government’s plan to import
100,000MT is insufficient to avoid food shortages. A number of NGOs
have initiated food aid programmes that plan to reach some 278,000
beneficiaries. However, in a recent food needs analysis, WFP estimated
that some 706,000 people in rural areas are likely to require some
47,000MT of food aid before the next harvest. This figure excludes
requirements for the poor urban population and 75,000 recently dis-
placed farm workers and their families, whose requirements are still to
be determined. WFP assistance would need to begin by December 2001
to avoid potentially serious food shortages.

In Zambia, government is facilitating the import and sale of 200,000
MT of maize, although to-date only 150,000MT have been secured.

Imports are expected to arrive between November 2001 and March
2002. According to a recent vulnerability analysis, almost 1.3 million
people in drought and flood affected areas may require some 41,000MT
of food assistance over the next four months.

Official maize stocks in Malawi remain low at only 2,684MT, com-
pared to over 150,000MT at this time last year, reflecting last season’s
poor production. Local markets are reportedly functioning well and are
filling the demand for maize, although the relatively high prices could
limit access of poorer households. Government expects total maize
imports to reach 220,000MT. According to UN sources, the Govern-

ment of M alawi has secured US$33 mil-
lion in financing to import 150,000MT of
maize from South Africa. Government
had also planned to import as much as
30,000MT of maize from Tanzania, al-
though the status of these imports is un-
clear. Since government imports are
expected to enter the commercial market,
this may not provide relief for poor
households who lack effective demand.
WFP considers that some 208,000 people
require food assistance. Government is
seeking assistance to distribute some
60,000MT of maize as food aid over the
next six months.

The Government of Mozambique has reported that 82,000 people in
seven provinces will require food assistance through M arch 2002. This
figure is in addition to some 222,000 people already receiving food aid,
bringing the total number of expected beneficiaries over the coming
months to over 300,000. This figure is approximately 22% less than the
number of people reported by district officials who are in need of food
assistance. WFP has indicated that this figure could increase in the
months ahead.

In Lesotho, the poor 2000/2001 production season has left some 8,400
households in need of food assistance, according to recent reports from
WFP. Reduced remittances from South Africa have forced poor house-
holds to consume maize seed and to sell assets in order to purchase
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TANAZNIA EXPORTS TO NEIGHBORS

Relatively high maize prices and/or re-
ported food shortages in neighboring Ma-
lawi, Zambia, the DRC, M ozambique and
Zimbabwe have stimulated exports from
the surplus producing southern highland
areas of Tanzania. Most trade is conducted
informally making it difficult to estimate
the volume of trade flows. Some analysts
estimate that as much as 150,000MT of
maize, rice and beans could be exported
from Tanzania to neighboring countries
between September and December 2001.

ZIMBABWE SET  TO RESUME LIVEST OCK EXP ORTS 

•
•

Gwanda

•

•

•
•

• •
Chinhoyi

Bindura

Harare

Mutare

Masvingo

Gweru

Bulawayo

Approximate
location of
affectedareas

Suspected
source of
outbreak

Foot and Mouth
Outbreak in
Zimbabwe

Source: Zi mbabwe Dept. of Veterinary Services, 23/10/2001

According to the Zimbabwe Department of
Veterinary Services, no new cases of the highly
contagious Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD)
have been identified since 6 September 2001.
The disease, first reported in mid-August, has
been confirmed at 17 locations, affecting almost
4,700 animals. All infected properties are under
quarantine and some 150,000 cattle are receiv-
ing a second round of vaccinations. While it is
too early to confirm whether the outbreak has
been eradicated, the government of Zimbabwe
is optimistic and is negotiating with neighboring
countries to resume livestock product exports to
South Africa, Botswana, Zambia and Mozam-
bique. If the situation continues to improve,

Zimbabwe hopes to resume beef exports to the
EU by the end of the year.

The government Department of Veterinary Ser-
vices believes the Foot and Mouth Disease in-
fection originated in Lupane communal lands,
as a result of a damaged fence allowing wild
buffaloes to infect domestic livestock. From
there, the disease is believed to have spread to
the slaughter markets around Bulawayo through
the illegal movement of cattle by motor trans-
port, from where it spread to additional areas.

Additional information is available from the
Department of Veterinary Services by visiting
http://www.africaonline.co.zw/vet/FMD.htm.


