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REFUGEE NEWS BRIEFINGS 



1. Uganda: more than 1,700 sent back to Rwanda 

New York, 17 July 2010 – Ugandan police have forcibly returned more than 1,700 
Rwandans, including recognised refugees, according to the NGO Human Rights 
Watch.. 

Ugandan officials reportedly deceived the Rwandans into 
gathering around trucks by announcing a food distribution, 
as well as information on the outcome of asylum appeals. 
Police and camp commanders then forced the Rwandans 
onto the trucks at gunpoint. In the ensuing panic, during 
which shots were fired, at least 25 people were injured, 
and two died reportedly jumping off trucks trying to escape 
the forced removal. 

According to the UN refugee agency (UNHCR), the 
Rwandan and Ugandan governments jointly organised the forced repatriation and bypassed 
the agency. 

Tarsis Kabwegyere, the Ugandan minister in charge of disaster preparedness and refugees, 
has been quoted in the media as claiming that only rejected asylum seekers were sent back. 
However, witnesses to the operation said that no effort was made to distinguish among those 
forced onto the trucks, and that those sent back included recognised refugees. This allegation 
was later confirmed in a UNHCR statement. 

Conditions harden 

Human Rights Watch urged the Ugandan government to ensure that all Rwandan asylum 
seekers remaining in the country have access to a fair refugee-status determination procedure. 

Uganda is home to more than 22,000 Rwandan refugees. Some fled Rwanda in the aftermath 
of the 1994 genocide; others arrived more recently, including in 2009 and 2010. Most live in 
Nakivale and Kyaka, in difficult conditions. In recent months, they have been denied access to 
land to cultivate crops, as part of a series of measures to persuade them to return to Rwanda. 

Uganda is said to have rejected 98 percent of asylum applications from Rwandans this year. 
Many Rwandan asylum seekers contend that it is not safe for them to go home, citing fears 
regarding the justice system (particularly community-based gacaca courts responsible for 
trying genocide cases), land disputes and political repression. 

 

2. Sudan: bishops call for action to ensure 
stability and peace 

Juba, 22 July 2010 – At the end of an 
Extraordinary Plenary Session, the Catholic 
Bishops of Sudan urged all persons of good will to 
take action to prevent further conflict and suffering 



in the country. 

They urged political leaders to ensure that the referendum on the independence of Southern 
Sudan take place on time, in a free and fair manner, and that the outcome be recognised and 
respected. 

In the Extraordinary Plenary Session, from 15 to 22 July, they called on the international 
community, particularly the African Union, the Arab League, Italy, Norway, the US and the UK, 
to assist in the technical, logistical and operational stages of the referendum, to monitor and 
observe the process from start to finish, to guarantee implementation of the results, and to 
mediate in case of any disagreement. 

The 2005 Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) between southern and northern Sudan, 
the bishops stated, has brought progress, as conflict has moved from the military to the 
political arena and attempts have been made to address the UN Millennium Development 
Goals, particularly in the areas of health and education. Moreover, reconstruction and 
rehabilitation have taken place in many war-afflicted areas, they continued. 

Unity or separation 

Irrespective of the outcome of the referendum, the bishops appealed to the authorities to work 
for a just, free and open society, where the human dignity of every citizen is safeguarded and 
respected. Turning their attention to the northern authorities, they urged respect for the 
freedom and human rights, including freedom of religion, for all Sudanese. Addressing 
southern leaders, they added a call for good governance and improvement in the delivery of 
basic services. 

The CPA provides for the people of Southern Sudan to exercise their right to self-rule by 
means of a referendum to determine their future status in accordance with the Interim National 
Constitution of 2005 and the 2009 Southern Sudan Referendum Act. 

“We remain deeply concerned that the time remaining before the 9 January 2011 is painfully 
short and inadequate, and there is a fear that the CPA signatories have not prioritised this and 
that transparency and inclusiveness are lacking”, the bishops’ statement read. 

They called for urgent attention to be given to the: resolution of the question of the 
demarcation of north-south borders; registration of eligible voters; and implementation of 
programmes for voter awareness and education. 

 

3. South Africa: human rights commission urges political parties to act 
against xenophobia 

Johannesburg, 17 July 2010 – The South African 
Human Rights Commission (SAHRC) recently 
invited South African politicians to commit their 
parties to doing their utmost to stamp out 
xenophobic violence in the country. 



According to SAHRC, it is essential that the power of political parties is harnessed in favour of 
the promotion of integration and tolerance. There is clear evidence that political power 
vacuums and poor delivery of services contributed to the outbreaks of xenophobic violence in 
May 2008. Furthermore, the attacks were, in some instances, exploited for local political 
advantage. 

SAHRC also used occasion to refer to the findings of its investigations, published last March, 
into the May 2008 outbreak of violence against non-nationals. The report made a wide range 
of recommendations to government and other national actors, and was sent to parliament in 
the hope that it would be debated and its recommendations adopted. 

The recommendations included preventive steps such as a more systematic and integrated 
conflict response system, with improved early warning systems; efforts to raise awareness of 
the risks of anti-democratic leadership; complaint procedures for members of political parties; 
and the strengthening of the justice and police systems to ensure the perpetrators of 
xenophobic violence are punished. 

In relation to the return of displaced persons after the eruption of violence, the report also 
recommended, a more comprehensive assessment should take place before an area is 
declared safe. 

“Any reasonable person who reads these recommendations would add his or her support to 
the call for parliamentary debate on the contents of the report”, said JRS Southern African 
Director, David Holdcroft SJ. 

Xenophobic violence, a complex issue 

In particular, JRS supports the SAHRC appeal not to “pit the poor against the poor”. 
Xenophobic violence should not be seen as criminalising South Africa’s poorest populations. 
As demonstrated in a report by the Forced Studies Migration Programme at Witwatersrand 
University, violence against foreigners is not adequately explained by high unemployment or 
poverty. This conclusion is based on empirical research into the distinctive characteristics of 
the 138 wards where violence was perpetrated in May 2008, compared with neighbouring 
violence-free wards. 

“It is clear xenophobic violence in South Africa is a complex issue requiring a wide range of 
responses and interventions. At the very least, debate on the SAHRC report in parliament 
would contribute to heightened awareness of this issue and help develop the political 
determination to address it”, added Fr Holdcroft. 

 

4. Italy: Eritreans released, but the clock is 
ticking 

Rome, 27 July 2010 – Human rights 
organisations in Italy have urged the authorities 
to take action to protect the more than 200 
Eritreans who have been released from al-Biraq 
detention centre in the south of Libya. 



According to press reports in Italy on 16 July, the Libyan authorities released 205 Eritrean 
without documents or money. Those freed were transported to Sebah 75km north of the centre 
in the middle of the desert, and given a piece of paper allowing them to remain in the country 
for three months. At the end of the three month period, they will again be considered as 
undocumented migrants and are likely to be deported if arrested. 

“We are extremely worried about what is happening. Most of these people are fleeing 
persecution or serious human rights violations. While the Italian government has promised to 
intervene to make sure they receive work permits and remain in Libya, this has yet to happen”, 
JRS Italy Director, Giovanni La Manna, said. 

European shame 

“Italy is doing the dirty work for other EU countries. Every member state should agree to 
resettle a certain number of these people. If not, Italy should have the courage to tell its EU 
partners, ‘if you don’t take them, we will allow them into the EU’. In reality, they want to go to 
northern Europe, not Italy”, added Fr La Manna. 

“It is time to accept that measures such as those taken by the Italian authorities, forcibly 
returning anyone arriving through Libya, do not work. Anyone who is prepared to risk his or her 
life to reach safety will not be deterred. The consequence is they are now forced to pay even 
more money to smugglers to travel on new and more dangerous routes. The smugglers get 
richer, more refugees lose their lives, but people continue coming”, continued Fr La Manna. 

On 30 June, approximately 250 Eritreans were transferred to al-Biraq centre in southern Libya 
from where many feared they would be deported to Eritrea and Sudan. The group had been 
transferred there by truck following a revolt three days earlier by the detainees. It is believed 
some detainees refused to cooperate with diplomatic officials from their country of origin for 
fear of reprisals if they were deported. 

NGOs also urged the Italian authorities to enquire into the fate of the other 40 or so migrants 
who were brought to al-Biraq centre at the beginning of July, of which nothing is known. 

Erratum: In Dispatches No. 283, JRS reported that 250 Eritreans were moved from al-Biraq 
detention centre to Misurata. In fact, they were moved from Misurata to al-Biraq. 

 

5. International: UN urges states to resettle more refugees 

Geneva, 5 July 2010 – With more than 800,000 refugees estimated to require 
resettlement in third countries next year, the UN refugee agency (UNHCR) has 
issued a call for countries to allow in more people – who cannot return home – to 
begin new lives. 

At present, only a small number of countries are 
participating in the UNHCR resettlement schemes, and 
the number of available resettlement places has not kept 
pace with increased submissions to the agency. 



For this year, UNHCR predicts that 747,000 people worldwide need to move to third countries, 
while that number will surpass 800,000 – a record high – in 2011. For many refugees starting 
their lives anew in third countries is the only way to find lasting safety and a permanent home. 

Although voluntary repatriation remains the preferred solution among refugees, protracted 
conflict or fear of persecution prevent them from returning home. More than 80 per cent of the 
world’s refugees live in developing countries where many cannot remain safely and have no 
possibility of integrating into local communities. 

One in 20 resettled in Europe 

However, according to national statistics, 19 countries reported they had admitted 112,400 
resettled refugees last year, with or without the assistance of UNHCR. Last year, UNHCR 
presented the cases of more than 128,000 refugees who were in need of resettlement, of 
whom the agency assisted 84,000 to start new lives in third countries. 

Currently, 90 per cent of all refugees resettled every year are accepted by the US, Canada and 
Australia, while only six per cent go to Europe. The US took in the largest number at 80,000. 
Sweden tops the list of the 13 European countries taking in refugees in need of resettlement, 
with an annual quota of 1,900. 

 

6. International: cluster bomb treaty enters into force 

London, 29 July 2010 – In just two days, the Convention on Cluster Munitions will 
come into force, becoming binding international law in 107 countries around the 
world. 

Adopted in Dublin on 30 May 2008 and opened for 
signature in Oslo in December 2008, the Convention bans 
the use, production, stockpiling and transfer of cluster 
munitions and calls for the destruction of stockpiles within 
eight years, clearance of cluster munition-contaminated 
land within 10 years, and assistance to cluster munition 
survivors and affected communities. 

According to a statement by the Coalition on Cluster 
Munitions (CMC), of which JRS is an active member, 
campaigners in dozens of countries will join UN agencies, 
governments and international organisations in events 
celebrating the swift entry into force of the most significant 
disarmament and humanitarian treaty in over a decade. 

Campaigners around the world are celebrating a triumph of humanitarian values over a cruel 
and unjust weapon. This treaty stands out as a clear example of the capacity of governments 
to end civilian suffering caused by cluster bombs and help survivors and affected communities, 
the statement continued. 



In recent weeks, Moldova and Norway destroyed the last of their cluster munition stockpiles, 
joining Spain, which eradicated its stockpile last year. Nearly a dozen other states have begun 
destruction, including the UK. 

To date, 107 countries have signed the Convention and 37 have ratified. Among them are 
former users and producers of cluster munitions, as well as countries affected by the weapons. 
The international stigma against cluster munitions is already taking root and the last confirmed 
use of cluster munitions in a major armed conflict met with international condemnation when 
both Russia and Georgia used them in the conflict over South Ossetia in August 2008. 

Next steps 

The CMC urged all governments to attend the First Meeting of States Parties to the 
Convention, which will be held from 9-12 November in Lao PDR, the world’s most cluster-
bombed country. This key meeting will lay the foundation for future work on the Convention by 
bringing together for the first time state parties to the treaty, UN agencies, international 
organisations, civil society groups and cluster bomb survivors. 

Governments will share progress reports and draw up plans for action to implement the 
treaty’s lifesaving provisions within the established deadlines. 

For further information see http://www.stopclustermunitions.org/ 

 

 

UPDATES ON JRS PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES 

7. Sudan: head teachers and county supervisors receive training 

Juba, 28 July 2010 – While school administration has slowly improved, too many 
teachers still lack the pedagogic know-how to help their more junior colleagues. Five 
years after the end of the two-decade long period, most teaching and administrative 
staff have only received minimal training. 

After years of in-service training to teachers and 
supporting their participation in full-time courses, last 
month JRS staff provided their first workshop on 
pedagogic monitoring and evaluation skills to education 
supervisors and head teachers in Lobone and Pajok 
districts (known as payams). 

“It may seem strange. But when we began working here in 
2001, there was so much to do. We first needed to get the 
schools operating. The education supervisors and head 
teachers had never received any training on aspects of their educational roles. They were 
appointed by the county education office but received no training or detailed job descriptions”, 
said Henry Langoya, Primary Education Coordinator, JRS Lobone, Southern Sudan 



“At the beginning, there were no real functioning administration and government structures. 
They are still in their infancy”, added Mr Langoya. 

Practical one-to-one assistance 

The three-day workshop, provided by JRS staff, was extremely practical. It examined the roles 
and responsibilities of three supervisors and eight head teachers and provided them with 
theoretical material on management and practical advice on how to deal with day-to-day 
situations. The workshop sought to prepare participants to take active roles in the monitoring, 
supervision and evaluation of education in Lobone and Pajok districts. 

“I am very grateful to JRS for this training because in this workshop I came to know different 
aspects of my role as an education supervisor”, said Okumu Henry Musa, Pajok district 
Education Supervisor. 

Since 2001, JRS has managed education, peace building and pastoral programmes in Lobone. 
This year, peace and education programmes were extended to Pajok. The organisation 
currently supports 10 primary and three secondary schools in the districts, as well as 
managing five adult education centres. Prioritisation is given to supporting girls’ education. 

At the end of May, teams in nearby Kajo Keji provided a three week in-service training 
workshop to 27 primary teachers, bringing the total number of teachers trained since 2002 to 
330 with a further 180 expected to finish in the next two years. JRS staff in Kajo Keji also 
organise regular workshops at 26 primary and five secondary schools to strengthen the 
capacity of teachers, school management bodies and parent associations. 

 

8. Sudan: oxen and ploughs help communities become self-sufficient 

Lobone, 30 July 2010 – With the donation of two oxen and a plough each to three 
communities near Lobone district (payam), JRS has taken small, but important 
steps to promote sustainable development in Southern Sudan. In the last four 
months, the oxen have begun generating a living for the members of three Catholic 
chapels. 

Up until this year, almost all cultivation in Lobone district 
was carried out by hoe. Consequently, most people only 
grow enough food to feed their family, with little or nothing 
left over to sell in the local markets. This approach has 
condemned communities to subsistence farming. Two 
oxen can plough an acre in a day, far more than can be 
cultivated by one person using a hoe. 

The donation of equipment and animals is helping chapel 
communities to develop a more commercial approach to 
farming, and, as such, going a long way to combat food 
insecurity, which is a serious problem in the area. 

Accepting two oxen and a plough on behalf of his community, Palwar Chapel Chairperson, 
Anthony Olak, described the gift as hugely important. 



“It will help us to cultivate all of the chapel garden land which has been impossible until now”, 
Mr Olak said. 

To help the community members use the new equipment, last April JRS sent two people from 
each community to participate in a workshop offered by Peace Harvest, an NGO with 
considerable experience in agricultural development in northern Uganda. 

Peace Harvest workshop 

“As soon as we arrived, I realised we had come to the right workshop! In no time, they were 
cutting steel to make rings and staple pins for the oxen’s harness. The following sessions 
covered oxen husbandry, veterinary care and the use of the plough. I saw our trainees sitting 
attentively and soaking up the content of the workshop”, JRS Pastoral Coordinator in Lobone, 
Richard O'Dwyer SJ. 

To meet the other important challenge facing farmers: the shortage of seeds, JRS bought 10kg 
of yellow bean and onion seed for each community. Fr O’Dwyer hopes that the food surplus 
will be sold and some of the money used to pay for veterinary vaccinations and fertilisers. 
Moreover, chapel members will be able to lease the oxen and the ploughs to other community 
members in the future. 

“We would like to see each community buying their own seeds and forming cooperatives by 
the time JRS pulls out in 2012,” added Fr O’Dwyer. 

The JRS pastoral programme in Lobone provides training, material and spiritual support for six 
Catholic communities in Lobone district, providing workshops for choirs, youth groups and 
members of the local chapel council. The JRS pastoral programme aims to help local Catholic 
communities become self-sufficient by 2012. 

By 2011, JRS plans to provide three other chapels in Lobone, and nearby Lerwa and Kicenga 
with two oxen and a plough each. 

 

9. South Africa: ubuntu has no borders 

Pretoria, 17 July 2010 – In a clear message to South African society, JRS organised 
a march to demonstrate its commitment to counter xenophobic discrimination and 
violence in the country. 

Some marchers displayed the slogan, “ubuntu has no 
borders”, as a call to South Africans to be open and 
hospitable to others. Ubuntu, a philosophy of southern 
African origin, contends that humans cannot live in 
isolation. It implies a community that is open to others and 
cherishes diversity, as well as highlighting common value 
systems that promote tolerance. 

During the march, participants sang freedom songs and 
held banners demonstrating not only their commitment to 
counter xenophobia, but also challenging South African 



society with statements such as ‘xenophobia is not African’. 

The demonstration brought people from all walks of life together, including South Africans and 
Somali, Congolese, Zimbabwean and Rwandan refugees, as well as members from a broad 
range of civil society groups. The event also received official backing of the South African 
Human Rights Commission, the Department of Home Affairs Counter-Xenophobia Unit and the 
UN refugee agency (UNHCR). 

Concrete recommendations 

After a speech by Sergio Calle-Norena of UNHCR and a moving song by Somali refugee, 
Mohammed Daud Yussuf, a memorandum of recommendations was signed and presented to 
Mr Aviva Manqa, in the name of the premier of Gauteng province, Ms Nomvula Mokonyane. 
The document urges Premier Mokonyane and the national Inter-Ministerial Committee to take 
concrete steps to counter xenophobic discrimination and violence, and strengthen efforts to 
foster tolerance and promote diversity in South African communities. 

At the end of the demonstration, a group of Africans from a variety of countries sang Nkosi 
Sikelel' iAfrika, the national anthem, as a demonstration of their commitment to South Africa 
and to keeping communities safe and free from discrimination. 

“This was a proud display of the commitment of the population in South Africa, nationals and 
migrants, against xenophobia. From that perspective I would say it has been a huge success”, 
said JRS Southern Africa Director, David Holdcroft SJ. 
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