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FOOD SECURITY UPDATE 
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Update on Emergency Relief Operations in the Region 
 

The overall picture of acute food 
insecurity in the Greater Horn Region 
continues to improve significantly.  In 
some areas, the picture has improved 
dramatically; in some the situation has 
remained stable but poor, and in a few 
areas there has been a distinct 
deterioration in the situation largely 
because of poor rainfall in the March-
June period.  This issue of the Greater 
Horn of Africa Food Security Update 
scans the region to take note of the 
changes since the last update on this 
topic (March, 2001 Update).  
 
During the last six months the areas of 
acute food insecurity within the region 
have decreased substantially. Figure 1 
indicates the main areas of continuing 
food insecurity. Of these areas, only 
Somalia and northern Kenya report 
worsening food security. In several 
important areas previously identified as 
food insecure, including the Ethiopian 
highlands, relief operations are currently 
being phased out. With falling beneficiary 
numbers and a generous donor 
response, both the level of pledging 
against requirements and the food 
pipelines are looking relatively healthy for 
the remainder of the year (see the table 
on the following page).  
 

Food security has been bolstered by above average harvests in large areas of the Greater Horn. This has directly 
improved the food security in many crop dependent areas. Furthermore, in combination with large-scale relief 
deliveries, good crop production has substantially depressed cereal prices across the region (see FEWS Net 
Country reports for details). Consequently, food access has improved significantly, even in the acutely vulnerable 
pastoral areas.  
 
Relatively good belg rains in the Ethiopian highlands and long rains in parts of Northwestern and Southern 
Kenya and Northern Tanzania have reduced the number of people in need of immediate assistance. Furthermore, 
good harvests or harvest forecasts in Uganda, Rwanda and southern Sudan are improving food security in these 
areas. The resettlement of the war displaced in Eritrea continues steadily. 
 
However, in drought-stricken areas Eastern Ethiopia and Northeastern Kenya the expected rains of March-May 
did not develop well, so emergency operations continue in those areas more or less as before.  In some areas of 
Somalia that had relatively good harvests at the end of 2000, the gu rains also failed to develop well, resulting in a 
deteriorating food security situation in at least three regions in Southern Somalia.  
 
The lingering effects of last year’s severe drought in areas of Northern and Western Sudan are still being felt—
effects that won’t begin to decline until at least the harvest towards the end of 2001.  Heavy rains are now falling in 
Northern Sudan, Eritrea and the Ethiopian Highlands.  Ironically, while populations affected by drought last year 
are still suffering the consequences, the immediate danger in some areas is actually flooding—particularly in Sennar 
State, and other areas along the Blue Nile, but also locally elsewhere in Northern Sudan.   

Figure 1: Current acute regional food insecurity 

 
Source: FEWS NET/ CARE 
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Status of Emergency Food Aid Programs 
Greater Horn, 24th August 2001 

 
Country Population affected 

and cause 
Estimated food aid 
needs 

Pledges to date Pipeline and deliveries  

Northern 
Sudan 

 
1.6 million affected by 
drought in Darfur and 
Kordofan Provinces 
according to GoS / NGO / 
WFP estimates.  

 
GoS estimated food needs 
are 74,000 MT until end of 
the year, with 28,000MT 
provided by WFP. 

 
82% of commodities 
pledged to WFP appeal. 

 
Cereal pipeline is sufficient until 
March 2002. Main problem is 
distribution, following the onset 
of the rains. 

Southern
Sudan 

 
2001 CAP figure of 1.76 
million food insecure 
(drought, flooding and 
insecurity). However, the 
caseload is being 
significantly scaled back 
post harvest. 

 
WFP request for 62,000MT 
for the southern sector, 
April 2001 to March 2002. 
NGOs are making 
additional food 
distributions.  

 
Confirmed pledges of 
approximately 75% of the 
requested cash amount. 

 
Pipeline stocks of cereals and 
pulses sufficient until the end of 
the year. CSB, salt and oil 
supplies are low. 

Kenya 

 
WFP/GoK have reduced 
the numbers for general 
distribution to 1.5 million; 
expanded school feeding 
targets 1.3 million children 
and FFW for 340,000. 

 
WFP plans to distribute 
215,000 MT, July to March 
2002 (total for general 
distributions, school feeding 
and FFW). However, after 
carry forward, appeal for 
only 124,000MT. 

 
Pledges from USAID 
(cereals and pulses) and 
GoK (pulses, UNIMIX and 
oil) cover 60% of needs. 
Cash for local cereal 
purchases specifically 
requested for balance.  

 
Pipeline is looking healthy 
through to the end of October. 

Ethiopia 

 
GoE targeting 5.6 million 
beneficiaries in August, 
falling to 1.2 million by 
December. 
 
 

 
106,000MT of food 
estimated as required 
during the remainder of 
2001by DPPC. 

 
Shortfall of 25,000MT in 
pledges. Substantial pledge 
from USAID under 
consideration, but yet to be 
confirmed. 

 
The cereal pipeline is projected 
to last until late November. 

Somalia 

 
Emergency food 
distributions in southern 
Somalia probable between 
October and December. 
Numbers still to be 
finalized. 

 
WFP PRRO (for both 
development and 
emergency needs) for 
25,000 MT between June 
2001 and July 2002. 
Additional drought appeal 
from CARE for 9,110MT. 

 
No new pledges for WFP 
PPRO. CARE appeal 
resourced by USAID. 

 
WFP have 4,000MT in stock, 
sufficient for deliveries until end 
October. CARE planed pipeline 
in line with deliveries.  

Eritrea 

 
UN beneficiaries revised 
down to 750,000 war-
affected and 211,000 
drought-affected. 

 
WFP 2001 CAP appeal 
was for 229,000 MT of food 
relief.  
 

 
Only 50% pledges against 
CAP appeal figure, but 
beneficiary numbers have 
been reduced by 45% of 
the CAP appeal figure. 

 
Pipeline for all commodities, at 
current distribution levels, is 
secure until the end of 2001. 

 
Uganda 

 
PRRO for approximately 
450,000 displaced in the 
north and west, 110,000 
refugees and 45,000 
‘others’. 

 
PRRO seeks 83,000MT of 
food over 2 years (April 
2000 – March 2002). 

 
The two-year PRRO is 66% 
funded. 

 
The current WFP pipeline is 
expected to last until the end of 
October. 

Rwanda 

 
No on-going emergency 
food distributions. The 
regional PRRO targets 
27,500 for relief, 41,500 
refugees and 107,500 for 
recovery. 

 
PRRO runs from 1s t August 
2001 to 31st Jan 2003 and 
targets the provision of 
approximately 30,000 MT 
annually in Rwanda. 

 
 PRRO commencing in 
August. 

 
 

Tanzania  

 
No emergency food needs, 
school feeding only. 

 
No current appeal. 

 
N/A 

 
There is a remaining balance of 
5000MT of food from the 
expired EMOP, which may be 
diverted for refugees.  
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Flooding in Khartoum remains a threat as well. Blue Nile river levels are reported by the Sudan Humanitarian 
Assistance Commission to be exceeding levels experienced during the most recent serious flooding, which occurred 
in 1988. 
 
Conflict continues to destabilize areas of Burundi, and the transitional zone in Sudan, leading to displacement 
and, in the case of Sudan, compounding the effects of last year’s drought.  While signals are mixed, there are 
hopeful signs in the case of Burundi of a transitional government making progress towards a peace settlement that 
would permit the return of some level of stability.  The situation in Sudan shows no such signs, indicating continued 
threats  to food security for the foreseeable future. 

 
 

News & Resources 
 

• The 8th Climate Outlook Forum will be held in Jinja, Uganda between the 27th and 30th August 2001. This 
meeting will produce a consensus forecast for the October to December 2001 period in the Greater Horn. 
This forecast will be disseminated and analyzed in the September Update. 

  
• The next informal regional food security group meeting will take place in Nairobi at 1pm on Thursday 20th 

September. Please contact maxwell@care.org or nmaunder@fews.net for further details.  
 
 


