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Uganda: South Sudan Situation 
 01-31 December 2017 

 

3,159 South Sudanese refugees 

arrived in Uganda between the 1st 

and 31st of December at an average 

daily rate of 103. The number of 

South Sudanese refugees in Uganda 

is 986,140. 

 Refugees continue to report fighting 

between armed groups, violence and 

sexual assault, worsening food 

insecurity and lack of basic services 

as reasons for fleeing South Sudan. 

 

 Heavy rains have disrupted the  

Refugee response in West Nile,  

Causing damage to infrastructure  

and property and adversely  

affecting delivery of services to  

refugees.  

 
 
KEY INDICATORS 

3,159 
Number of new arrivals between the 01st and 31st of 

December 2017 
 

103 
Daily average of new arrivals between the 01st and 31st of 

December 2017 
 

986,140  
Total South Sudanese refugees and asylum seekers in 

Uganda as of 31st of December 2017 

  FUNDING AS OF DECEMBER 2017 

USD 674.25 M 
requested for 2017

    

  

 

Members of Jemesko drama group winners in Bidibidi Got Talent 
walk home after a follow up planning meeting with UNHCR. 
©UNHCR/TukundaneYonna December 2017. 

  POPULATION OF CONCERN 

Countries of origin 
 

287,087

239,335

96,199

127,927

20,411

27,313

986,140

Bidibidi

Adjumani

Rhino

Imvepi

Omugo

Lamwo

TOTAL:

 
 

Data source: UNHCR  field emergency teams  

 

Funded  

34% 

229.2 M 

Unfunded 66% 

445 M 
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Update on achievements 
 

Operational Context 
The number of new arrivals remained relatively low, in the regions covered by the Arua and 

Adjumani operations. The trend showed a decline, from 3471 in November to 3159 at the end 

of December 2017. UNHCR and its partners carried on providing protection and assistance to 

refugees, and remained poised to adjust their operations in the event that the number of new 

arrivals increased. Insecurity, hunger, malnutrition, lack of access to livelihood opportunity and 

access to basic services in South Sudan may continue to force displacements. However, the 

overall situation in the Greater Equatorials in South Sudan represents a continuous concern, as 

insecurity persist. 

 

 

 Kijebere Dance group, dance category winners of Bidibidi Got Talent performing at the grand finale in Yumbe. 

©UNHCR/TukundaneYonna, December 2017 

 
 
 
 

 
Achievements 

 
PROTECTION   

 

Some 109 primary school pupils from settlements in Adjumani and Arua participated in an art 

workshop organized by UNHCR to express the cause of flight. The best pictures from this workshop 

will be published in a book to be released on World Refugee Day 2018. The art workshop was 

modulated by Nathalie an urban refugee artist currently staying in Kampala. Partners played a key 

role in selecting pupils to participate. 

 

Achievements and Impact 

■ Child Protection: In all the settlements, UNHCR and partners, carried on identifying unaccompanied 

minors (UAMs) children separated from their families (SC) and children at risk (CR), conducting best 

interest assessments and determination. They visited the children in their homes to assess their living 
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conditions and monitor their welfare, and provided them support or referred them to other partners 

for targeted assistance.  

■ Sexual and Gender-Based Violence (SGBV): In all settlements, UNHCR and partners continue to 

record and to provide legal counselling, protection and referral to population of concern. Partners also 

organized educational activities reaching 314 community members and 20 communities in Moyo. 

■ Persons with Specific Needs (PSNs): In Moyo, 68 persons with disabilities received mobility 

devices including wheel chairs and tricycle.    

 

Identified Needs and Remaining Gaps 

■ Registration: Staff at information and support centres continued to record issues raised by refugees 

about the registration process, including lost ration cards/attestation letters replacement, new births 

and family reunification. In Moyo, refugees from Iboa should be assisted with transportation to access 

the biometric registration in Ibakwe. 

■ Sexual and Gender-Based Violence (SGBV): In Adjumani, the lack of safe spaces for provision of 

counselling to SGBV survivors remained the main challenge.   

 

 

EDUCATION  

 

Achievements and Impact 

■ In Lamwo, 278 parents received key messages on prevention of abuse, report of abuse and 

punishments of children, during the PTA Annual General Meeting. 

■ In Adjumani, UNHCR completed the selection process for the higher education scholarship 

programme (DAFI) that aims at enabling refugees worldwide to access higher education. 24 students 

were selected out of the 55 applicants to receive support under the undergraduate programme and 

diploma. 

■ 110 primary teachers 80 men and 30 women received training on methods of teaching in Moyo. 

 

Identified Needs and Remaining Gaps 

■ In Bidibidi, parents are unable to meet the cost of certifying South Sudanese academic papers into 

the Ugandan equivalent, especially for students and pupils sitting final exams.  

 

 
HEALTH   

 

Achievements and Impact 

■ Across the settlements, the leading causes of illness remained malaria, acute respiratory tract 

infections and watery diarrhea.  

■ In Lamwo, Palabek settlement now has five fully functional health units, including a new health 

facility which opened in Zone 6 on the 1st of November. These health units operate to Ministry of 

Health standards and serve both refugees and host community. 

 

Identified Needs and Remaining Gaps 
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■ In Adjumani, the higher turnover of clinical officers, midwives and nurses due to unattractive 

remuneration and the difficult working conditions i.e. remoteness of settlements and limited access 

to essential facilities constituted the main challenge. 

 

 
FOOD SECURITY AND NUTRITION  

 

Achievements and Impact 

■ In Bidibidi, 2,779 children under five were screened for their nutritional status, and 59 of them 

were enrolled in feeding programmes: 3 in inpatient therapeutic care (ITC); 8 in outpatient 

therapeutic care (OTC); and 48 in supplementary feeding programmes (SFP). 751 pregnant 

women and lactating mothers were screened, 22 were identified as malnourished and enrolled in 

the SFP. 1,921 children under five and 1,130 pregnant women benefited from the mother and 

child health and nutrition programme. Two children in the ITC and 5 in the OTC recovered and 

were discharged. No deaths or defaulters were recorded. 

 

Identified Needs and Remaining Gaps 

■ In Rhino Camp, the supplementary feeding programme registered high defaulter rates exceeding 

the standard of 15%. Nutrition partners are working to strengthen the engagement of village health 

teams in following up and tracking enrolled refugees. 

■ In Omugo, delays in distribution have led to an increase in the number of refugees receiving hot 

meals at the reception centre. Efforts are ongoing to address the issue. 

 

 

 
WATER AND SANITATION  

 

Achievements and Impact 

■ The average safe water supply was 16 litres/person/day (l/p/d) in Bidibidi, 15 l/p/d in Adjumani and 

Lamwo, and 17 l/p/d in Moyo, compared to the UNHCR emergency standard of 15 l/p/d. 

Construction of boreholes and motorized water pumping systems is ongoing to reduce dependence 

on water trucking. 

 

Identified Needs and Remaining Gaps 

■ In Adjumani, inadequate facilities for management of soil waste (sanitary land fields and sludge 

drying bed/lagoon) and the lack of cesspool emptier in spite of many lined latrines in schools, 

health centres and markets have been identified as serious gaps. Other challenges included: the 

heavy rains/floods that are damaging WASH facilities particularly affecting Boroli settlement; the 

deteriorating condition of Agojo road hampers the timely water trucking to the settlement and the 

frequent breakdown of boreholes vs the high costs of borehole spares (U2 Stainless steel & 

stainless steel rods) following change in government policy (All boreholes to be installed with 

stainless steel or Upvc pipes). 
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COMMUNITY EMPOWERMENT AND SELF RELIANCE  

 

Achievements and Impact 

■ In Bidibidi, youth across all five zones and in Yumbe District were mobilized to take part in ‘Bidibidi’s 

Got Talent’, a youth empowerment project focused on performing arts. Many young people between 

the ages of 15 and 25 have registered to take part in the competition, which follows analysis, 

through community engagement, pointing to the lack of activities targeted towards youth, and a 

sense of lack of opportunities among the refugee youth in Bidibidi settlement and the local host 

community. Winners are now working on their project in Kampala. 

■ In Lamwo, UNHCR and partners supported the organization of the Palabek Christmas Football 

Tournament and also supported community outreach activities including community dialogues.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The South Sudan Emergency Response in Uganda is coordinated jointly by the Office of the Prime Minister (OPM) and the United Nations 

High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). 

 

Government of Uganda (OPM) Coordination Contacts: 

David Apollo Kazungu, Commissioner for Refugees, dakazungu@gmail.com Tel.: +256 (0) 776 411 448 

Douglas Asiimwe, Principal Refugees Protection Officer, asiimwedw@yahoo.com Tel.: +256 (0) 772 969 054 

John Alinaitwe, Senior Settlement Officer, comdt2k@yahoo.co.uk Tel.: +256 (0) 772 425 718 

Titus Jogo, Refugee Desk Officer, Adjumani, Tel: +256 (0) 392 725 718 

Solomon Osakana, Refugee Desk Officer Arua, Tel: +256 (0)772 854 919 

Robert Baryamwesiga, Settlement Commandant Bidibidi, Yumbe, Tel: +256 (0)774 983 650 

Armitage Basikania, Settlement Commandant, Rhino Camp, Arua, Tel: +256 (0)774 173 966 

 

UNHCR Coordination Contacts: 

Jens Hesemann, Senior Field Coordinator, hesemann@unhcr.org Tel: +256 (0) 772 701 011 

 

Media and Reporting Contacts: 

Joyce Munyao-Mbithi, Senior External Relations Officer, munyao@unhcr.org, +256 780-143813 

Tukundane Yonna, Communication / PI Associate, tukundan@unhcr.org  +256 (0) 775 827 490 

 

Data and Information Management Contact: 

Fredrick Juma Hanga, Information Management Officer, hanga@unhcr.org +256 (0) 780 140 354 

Noha Khalifa, Associate Information Management Officer, khalifno@unhcr.org Tel: +256 (0) 780 139 053 

 

Links: 

Uganda Refugee Response Portal 

UNHCR Uganda Facebook Page 

South Sudan Regional Portal   

News story: Defying screams and gunfire, South Sudanese family flees to safety 
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