
 
  
 

 

Completeness
%

1. Algeria 38 14 36.84

2. Angola 38 33 86.84

3. Burundi 38 23 60.53

4. CAR 38 28 73.68

5. Chad 38 38 100.00

6. Congo 38 6 15.79

7. Cote d’Ivoire 38 22 57.89

8. DRC 38 28 73.68

9. Eritrea 38 27 71.05

10. Ethiopia 38 35 92.11

11. Guinea 38 17 44.74

12. Kenya 38 22 57.89

13. Liberia 38 22 57.89

14. Madagascar 38 10 26.32

15. Mozambique 38 16 42.11

16. Niger 38 35 92.11

17. Uganda 38 32 84.21

18. Zimbabwe 38 18 47.37
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Vaccination campaign, IDPs’ camp in Nord Kivu/DRC  
(photo, WHO DRC) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

General Context 
The situation in DRC is still unstable with humanitarian aid not reaching many 
people. The cholera outbreak in Zimbabwe is still out of control. The outbreak is 
spreading in the Southern African countries. WHO and partners continue to 
support efforts aimed at information sharing from affected border districts, 
strengthening surveillance, as well as for resource mobilization. 

Countries Situations 
Acute Crises 

• Angola: The cholera outbreak is of high concern as the possibility of spreading to all the 
Country is becoming real. On week 49, a total of 131 new cases and 3 deaths were 
reported versus 83 cases 0 death on week 48. From January to December 14th 2008, 
Nationwide, 10,186 cases and 232 cases were reported. WHO is supporting the authorities 
to strengthen coordination and response activities.  

• CAR: High concern over security situation in many areas continues in the North-west. The 
Inclusive Political Dialogue, which began on 8 December, is supposed to steer CAR out of a 
vicious cycle of coups, rebellions and banditry. Five cases of meningitis notified in week 47. 
WHO in partnership with local health authorities and MSF is monitoring the situation. 

 Chad: The security situation in the East is still unpredictable with isolated incidents. 
Banditries, robberies and car hijacking continue to affect humanitarian community. Measles 
outbreak with 253 cases reported in the east from 1 to 49 week. WHO is supporting the 
surveillance and case management activities. 

 DRC: The security situation has improved in Masisi territory, but remains fragile, despite 
the retreat of the CNDP (rebels) troops from Kiwanja-Ishasa. The UNHCR has expressed 
concern over the security of IDPs in the North Kivu. In Beni territory, local civil society 
groups have warned that at least 8,000 IDPs are deprived of humanitarian assistance. The 
cholera outbreak is ongoing; during week 49 a total of 232 new cases with 1 death were 
reported.  WHO is supporting the response with other partners. 

  Ethiopia: The rains compounded with frost and hailstorm contributed to crop failure in 
some woredas in Tigray and Amhara regions, which will further affect households' recovery 
from acute food insecurity, reports WFP. Although water levels in Wabi Shebelle River are 
subsiding, several villages in Kalafo and Mustahil are still marooned by floodwaters. 
Malnutrition: 2,246 new admissions were reported from the six regions - SNNPR, Oromiya, 
Tigray, Amhara and Somali - during the week. 

 Kenya: Conflict over resources and banditry in the drought-prone north-eastern region 
have also displaced thousands of people and prompted population and livestock migration. 
The military operation along the Kenya Somali border is continuing. There is a new 
upsurge of reported acute watery diarrhea cases in the 3 districts of Mandera. Over 1,046 
cases, 12 deaths reported since 17th November 2008. 

 Mozambique: The cholera outbreak is ongoing. Six provinces are affected. Cumulative 
total since week 34 is 1,454 cases with 29 deaths. WHO and partners are supporting the 
control of the outbreak. 

 Zimbabwe: In spite of the Government’s announcement Cholera outbreak is not under 
control. As of 9 December; 16,141 cases and 775 (case fatality rate of 4.8%) have been 
reported in two-thirds of the country's 62 districts. WHO and other partners are supporting 
the authorities to respond to the outbreak.  
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Countries Under Surveillance 
• Botswana: The cholera outbreak in Zimbabwe has already spread into Botswana where 

4 cases have been reported so far. 
• Côte d’Ivoire: November poll officially canceled, new date to be announced. The UN 

Security Council expressed its deep concern about this delay which could put at risk the 
peace process.  

• Guinea-Bissau: The trend of cholera outbreak is under control. 5 cases with one death 
were reported on week 49. A cumulative total of 14,207 cases and 225 deaths have been 
reported since the beginning of the outbreak.  

• Malawi: The cholera outbreak in Zimbabwe is suspected to spread to Malawi, 60 cases 
have been confirmed with 3 deaths at Likuni Mission Hospital in Lilongwe as of 12 
December 2008.   

• Mauritania: FAO report desert locust hoppers and adults alert in a remote and difficult 
area of Mauritania east of Nouakchott and south of Akjoujt.  

• Nigeria: The outbreak of un-identified disease of children aged 6-24 months claimed as 
of December 1st, a total of 66 cases with 46 deaths (CFR: 69.7%). Common suspected 
product is the "My Pickin Mixture" a Baby Teething Mixture. The company manufacturing 
the product has been closed and the formula removed from shelves. 

• South Africa: South Africa has declared a cholera disaster on its border with Zimbabwe. 
So far 664 cases with 8 deaths have been reported in Limpopo province. 

• Uganda: Air and ground assault by the armed forces of Uganda, Southern Sudan and the 
DRC against several Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) camps in north-eastern DRC.  

• Zambia: The authorities have set up a cholera screening process for people trying to 
cross the border into Zambia at Victoria Falls. Since Zambia declared the cholera cross 
boarder outbreak, the number of cases is still unknown.

For more information please contact: Dr Omar Khatib, Programme Manager, EHA/AFRO email: khatibo@afro.who.int 
Sources: WHO HAC/EHA country FP, WHO/AFRO, press releases 
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