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About District Swat: 

 District swat, the paradise on earth" is in the north west of Pakistan. District 
swat, is an administrative unit which lies in the jurisdiction of Malakand 
division, North West Frontier Province (NWFP.). 
Swat valley, the land of waterfalls, lakes, lush 
green hills and other gifts bestowed upon it by 
the nature, is only 270 kms drive from Islamabad, 
the capital of Pakistan. Swat an attractive spot 
for the outsiders to be visited as many times as 
possible due to its natural beauty and unique 
culture. Swat, the princely state of the past, 
supports about 1330001 individuals having an 
area of about 8786 square km, a historic site of 
the world which has seen many rulers, cultures, 
civilizations and religions to be its parts once in the history.  
The Pashto-speaking people of the Swat valley belong to a group loosely 
called Yusufzai Pathans or Afghans. 
District Swat has witnessed numerous epochs over the last several 
thousand years. Since the Aryans, who migrated to the valley in the 14th 
century B.C., till the merger of the valley with Pakistan in 1969, the valley 
has seen the diverse lifestyles, different worldviews, numerous cultural 
traditions and distinct state institutions of its many inhabitants. 
Traditionally, the people of the valley remained peaceful, liberal and 
open in all cultural, social and political aspects. 

Talibanization and Militancy in Swat:

The regions started manifesting extremist Islamic tendencies under the 
auspices of Mullah Fazlullah, a 
pro-Taliban religious cleric from 
the Swat district. Mullah 
Fazlullah is the son-in-law of 
Maulana Sufi Muhammad who 
is the founder of the Tehrik-e-
Nifaz-e-Shariat-e-Muhammadi 

(TNSM), a radical group which 
has been trying to enforce 
Islamic Shariah law in the 
region.  
Maulana Fazlullah, a powerful 
cleric, who has led a campaign 
through an unlicensed radio 



station against polio vaccinations and education for girls in Swat district. 
The cleric holds considerable sway over the conservative population of 
the district and led a campaign 
denouncing television, music, 
polio drops and education for 
girls and women’s empowerment 
through speeches on his illegal 
FM station. However, over time, 
Mullah Fazlullah radio broadcasts 
have become increasingly anti-
American and anti-government 
in nature, so much so that after 
the Red Mosque siege in July 
2007, Mullah Fazlullah urged the 
local populace to wage jihad 
(holy war) against the Pakistani 
authorities. In 59 villages, the militants set up a "parallel government" with 
Islamic courts imposing sharia law. 
The militants had challenged the writ of the government and the whole 
civil administration were paralyzed as the militants occupied majority of 
the police stations, BHUs, RHUs (Basic/Rural Health Units), educational 
institutions, and other government offices and vehicles an even started 
kidnapping and slaughtering of government servants and so far eleven 
innocent had been slaughtered and more than hundred of security forces 
personnel had been kidnapped. 

First Phase of Security forces Operation: 
To combat the rising militant threat and establish the writ of the 
government, the interim 
government of the NWFP 
deployed more than 60,000 
army and paramilitary troops, 
police and helicopter gunship 
into Swat valley on 24th

November, 2007 with the 
consensus of local population. 
A massive operation was 
launched in the suburbs of 
Swat and Shangla. Heavy 
artillery and Gunship-
helicopters were targeting the 
trenches of the militants.
The fighting between the militants of radical cleric Maulana Fazlullah and 
Pakistan security forces had forced thousands of people in Swat and 



Shangla valleys to flee their homes about 60% of the 1.6 million population 
in Swat and Shangla valley had left their houses and took refuge either 
with their relatives or rented houses in Mardan, Buner, Peshawar, 
Rawalpindi and Karachi. 
After passing of five months of 
armed forces operation the 
Govt: writ had been established 
in the urban area of region. 
While on the other hand the 
militants started guerrilla war 
and targeting security forces, 
political leadership and innocent 
people through suicide attacks 
and remote control blasts. So far 
sixty seven remote control blasts 
and nine suicide attacks were 
blasted. FM radio station of 
militants is still on the air from unknown spots and broadcasting messaging 
including, misinterpretation of Islam to wage jihad and threats to those 
who support the armed forces operation.  

Second Phase of Military Operation: 

After the failure of peace negotiations between the Taliban and the 
provincial government, the security forces started a second phase of 
military operation in the area. 
Heavy artillery, Gunship-
helicopters and F-16 are targeting 
the trenches of the militants. In 
such uncertain and jeopardized 
situation more than three lacks 
Internally Displaced people 
migrated from the sensitive areas 
to other places. Among them 
180,000 IDPs have migrated to 
other parts of the country while 
120,000 taken shelter in Mingora 
and adjoining areas. The numbers 
of the IDPs are increasing day by day 
 The government has established three transitory camps at GGHS, Tahir 
Abad, GGMS, Shahdara and GHS Balogram. So far 3,000 IDPS have taken 
shelter in these camps while the remaining scattered population is living 
with the host families.  
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