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HIGHLIGHTS 
 3,666 South Sudanese refugees arrived in Uganda between the 26th of July 

and 1st of August at an average daily rate of 524, compared to 4,142 in the 
previous week. The number of South Sudanese refugees in Uganda now 
stands at 995,092 and is expected to reach one million within the next few 
weeks. 

 The reduction in new arrivals can be partly attributed to seasonal flooding. 
Several border points between South Sudan and Uganda are wooden bridges 
which become impassable when the rivers overflow during rainy season. 
Crocodiles have also been sighted at the river crossings. Many new arrivals pay 
Ugandan youth to help them cross to safety in Uganda. Those without money 
are forced to camp on the South Sudan side until water levels drop.  

 Refugees have been cautioned against travelling at night, but new arrivals claim 
that attempting to reach Uganda is safer at night because armed groups are 
more active during daylight hours. 

 Imvepi Settlement in Arua now has a refugee population of 123,019, and was 
closed to new arrivals on the 31st July. Rhino Camp Extension commenced 
receiving refugees on the 1st of August, with approximately 300 refugees 
expected to be received on the first day.  

 The Archbishop of the Church of Uganda, Stanley Ntagali, visited Palabek 
Settlement in Lamwo on the 24th of July, with the objective of understanding 
the situation on ground and mobilising resources. He thanked the Government 
of Uganda for its open refugee policy and met with refugees to promote 
peaceful co-existence among refugee and host communities. 

 UNHCR Deputy Representative to Uganda Kemlin Furley visited Palorinya 
Settlement in Moyo District on the 29th of July where she met the refugee 
community and commended them for their resilience. The mission visited 
families fostering unaccompanied and separated refugee children and road 
rehabilitation works in the settlement. 

 
 

KEY FIGURES 

Daily arrival figures from July 
2016 are based on manual 
emergency registration or 
head-counts/wrist-banding. 
Confirmed figures will be 
available as the new arrivals 
undergo biometric registration. 
Figures prior to July are from 
the Government’s Refugee 
Information Management 
System (RIMS). 
 
 

3,666 
Number of new arrivals between 

26th July and 1st August 2017 

 

524 
Daily average of new arrivals 

between 26th July and 1st August 

2017 

316,782 
Number of South Sudanese new 

arrivals since 1st January 2017 

995,092 
Total number of South Sudanese 

refugees in Uganda 

 

 

PRIORITIES 

 Ensure basic services for new 
arrivals and targeted support to 
persons with specific needs 

 Accelerate biometric registration 
 Community outreach and 

protection monitoring in the 
settlements 

 Expedite rehabilitation and 
construction of school structures 
to ensure access to education 

 Ensure a sustainable and 
predictable supply of water  

 Engage refugees/refugee leaders 
and host community members in 
coexistence and peace-building 
activities 

 Promote and engage partners in 
livelihood interventions.  

 
 

 

 

 

Flooded border crossing at Busia bridge, Koboko District. ©UNHCR 
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UPDATE ON SITUATION  

 Uganda continues to receive new arrivals from South Sudan, where the security situation remains fragile. The reasons 
reported by refugees for fleeing South Sudan remain consistent: fear of indiscriminate killings, looting and burning of 
property, torture, sexual violence, arbitrary arrest by armed forces, lack of basic services and hunger. 

 Refugees continue to use informal border points in Adjumani, Moyo and Lamwo to reach safety in Uganda, with many 
having travelled for several days through the bush in order to avoid the armed groups who have reportedly set up 
roadblocks along the main roads to the border. 

 Protection   

Achievements and Impact 

 Access to Legal Services: In Adjumani, partners continue to relay legal information to the refugee community. 
During the week, 290 people attended moot court sessions in Boroli and Olua settlements to learn about the 
Ugandan court system, and a Legal Aid clinic was held in Oliji Settlement to address issues for advocacy in the 
community. 

 Child Protection: Identification of children at risk is ongoing across all settlements, with vulnerable children being 
referred to the appropriate services according to their needs, including medical care, psychosocial counselling, 
assistance with accessing food at distribution points and family tracing services. Child Protection Committees are 
established within the communities and provided with bicycles to support their outreach work. 

 Sexual and Gender-Based Violence (SGBV): SGBV cases continue to be identified and followed up across the 
settlements. In Adjumani, an SGBV working group meeting decided that an awareness campaign will be launched to 
respond to an increase in SGBV cases in Maaji, Agojo, Pagirinya and Oliji settlements. 

 Persons with Specific Needs (PSNs):  Partners continue to identify particularly vulnerable community members across 
the settlements, the majority of whom are elderly, persons with disabilities, pregnant women and single parent 
households. Once identified, they are provided with support according to their needs, including medical care, legal 
support, psychosocial counselling, provision of sanitary materials and assistance with shelter construction. 

Identified needs and remaining gaps 

 Child Protection: Limited access to secondary school education exposes children and youth to heightened 
protection risks. Lack of a consolidated data management system to manage child protection information. 

 Sexual and Gender-Based Violence (SGBV): In Adjumani, survivors of physical assault prefer to settle cases at 
community level despite being advised to seek legal recourse. Low attendance rates of boys and men for SGBV 
awareness campaigns can be attributed to cultural norms whereby SGBV is considered a private women’s issue. 
Community leaders’ preferences for particular partners hinder SGBV activities in the settlements.  

 Persons with Specific Needs (PSNs): Temporary PSN shelters need to be replaced by permanent or semi-permanent 
structures – this is particularly urgent due to harsh weather conditions in the rainy season.  

 Education   

Achievements and Impact 

 In Adjumani, district-led mock examinations were conducted to gauge competency levels of students for national 
assessment in November. Mock results will be released in early September. A district-wide clinical inspection of 
primary schools indicated areas of improvement including congestion, gaps in teacher capacity and school 
infrastructure.  

 In Palorinya, a joint Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) assessment of schools was carried out in sixteen primary 
and two secondary schools. An assessment of other schools’ needs was also conducted, with a focus on 
accommodation for teachers, core relief items, storage space and other issues. 

 To improve retention of pupils in schools in Lamwo, 4,896 exercise books were distributed to 1,632 refugee children 
across five primary schools. A Code of Conduct training session was conducted for 128 teachers from Lamwo schools. 
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Identified needs and remaining gaps  
 Across the settlements, ongoing construction of additional classrooms in order to reduce congestion in classrooms 

and improve the quality of learning. Existing classrooms require repair and upgrade. 
 The lack of feeding programmes in Early Childhood Development centres must be addressed to avoid absenteeism. 
 Access to safe water at educational facilities must be improved to ensure attendance; additional handwashing 

facilities and latrines are required to improve sanitation and hygiene at schools. Draining of filled latrines, or 
construction of temporary latrines ones should be expedited to prevent cholera and other health hazards.   

 Food Security and Nutrition 

Achievements and Impact 

 The total case load of malnourished individuals enrolled in the feeding programme in Adjumani is 1,800, with 130 
new cases admitted this week. The high admission rate was due to ongoing screening activities at a new outpost in 
Mireyi, coupled with continuous nutrition screening activities within the health facility and weekly outreach. 

Identified needs and remaining gaps 
 Case load data indicates high levels of acute malnutrition in Palabek settlement, Lamwo, compared to other 

settlements, with many moderately malnourished individuals deteriorating to severely malnourished. 

 Health 

Achievements and Impact 

 Morbidity: As in previous reports, the leading causes of illness across all settlements were malaria, respiratory tract 
infections and acute watery diarrhea.  

 Health Education: In Adjumani, 3,488 refugees were sensitised on health issues including maternal nutrition during 
pregnancy, the importance of deworming and Vitamin A supplementation, therapeutic feeding, balanced diet, early 
initiation of breast feeding and using mosquito nets to prevent malaria. 

 An ultrasound machine was provided over to Moyo District Hospital on the 28th of July. The equipment will also 
benefit the refugee community in Palorinya settlement as well as local residents.  

Identified needs and remaining gaps 
 Inadequate medical supplies, including drugs, medical equipment and administrative materials, remains a challenge 

throughout the settlements.  
 In Palorinya, there is a high prevalence of HIV among refugees, with over 800 HIV positive clients on Anti-Retroviral 

Therapy (ART) but only two ART sites.  

 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

Achievements and Impact 
 Water: Access to safe water stands at 15.3 litres/person/day (l/p/d) in in Adjumani settlements and 18 l/p/d in 

Palorinya, compared to the UNHCR standard of 20 l/p/d.  
 Sanitation: In Adjumani, household latrine coverage increased from 80.7% to 81.2%. This increase is attributed to 

distribution of plastic slabs and treated logs to households, community mobilizations, follow ups and construction of 
PSN latrines in the settlements. 
Hygiene: In Adjumani, handwashing coverage increased from 60.0% to 60.8%. This can be attributed to distribution 
and installation of 259 taps across the settlements. Home improvement campaigns through home to home visits also 
continued, with 2,839 hosueholds reached with messages on maintaining a good household environment, domestic, 
food and personal hygiene, handwashing techniques and maintaining a safe water chain.  
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Identified needs and remaining gaps 
 Water: There is a need to drill high yield boreholes, motorise and connect them to the water system, tower, and piped 

distribution network; equip boreholes with hand pumps, maintain them and establish water point users’ committees. 
 Sanitation: Continue improving household latrines as well as WASH facilities in health centres and schools. Enhance 

human waste management in the settlements. 
 Hygiene: There is a need to enhance distribution of sanitary pads for women and girls. 

 Community Empowerment and Self-Reliance 

Achievements and Impact 
 40 rice farmers from Adjumani were trained on modern agronomic practices to improve rice production for 

improved access to food & household incomes.  During the training, a one acre garden of rice was established at 
Mireyi. This garden will serve as a Rice Production Technology Transfer Centre from which the community will learn, 
adopt and use production practices to improve food access & incomes.  Eight of the vocational skills students were 
given scholarships for a six month Vocational Skills Training at St. Joseph Technical Institute in Gulu. These students 
were also provided with assorted life-sustaining items.  

 In Palorinya, 168 (62 male and 106 female) refugee and host community members were trained in vegetable 
agronomic practices in Zones I, II, III. The farmers were trained on best practices such as timely weeding, thinning 
and soil and water conservation practices. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The South Sudan Emergency Response in Uganda is coordinated jointly by the Office of the Prime Minister (OPM) and the United Nations 

High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). 

 

Government of Uganda (OPM) Coordination Contacts: 

David Apollo Kazungu, Commissioner for Refugees, dakazungu@gmail.com Tel.: +256 (0) 776 411 448 

Douglas Asiimwe, Principal Refugees Protection Officer, asiimwedw@yahoo.com Tel.: +256 (0) 772 969 054 

John Alinaitwe, Senior Settlement Officer, comdt2k@yahoo.co.uk Tel.: +256 (0) 772 425 718 

Titus Jogo, Refugee Desk Officer, Adjumani, Tel: +256 (0) 392 725 718 

Solomon Osakana, Refugee Desk Officer Arua, Tel: +256 (0)772 854 919 

Robert Baryamwesiga, Settlement Commandant Bidibidi, Yumbe, Tel: +256 (0)774 983 650 

Armitage Basikania, Settlement Commandant, Rhino Camp, Arua, Tel: +256 (0)774 173 966 

 

UNHCR Coordination Contacts: 

Jens Hesemann, Senior Field Coordinator, hesemann@unhcr.org Tel: +256 (0) 772 701 011 

 

Media and Reporting Contacts: 

Rocco Nuri, Reporting Officer, nuri@unhcr.org Tel: +256 (0) 779 663 793 

Katherine Wainwright, Senior External Relations Associate, wainwrig@unhcr.org Tel: +256 (0) 775 825 592 

Charlie Yaxley, Public Information and Communications Officer, yaxley@unhcr.org Tel: +256 (0) 776 720 045 

 

Data and Information Management Contact: 

Fredrick Juma Hanga, Information Management Officer, hanga@unhcr.org +256 (0) 780 140 354 

Noha Khalifa, Associate Information Management Officer, khalifno@unhcr.org Tel: +256 (0) 780 139 053 

 

Links: 

Uganda Refugee Response Portal 

UNHCR Uganda Facebook Page 

South Sudan Regional Portal   

News story: Burundian nurse cares, and is cared for, in Uganda 
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