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CAMBODIA: Landmines are a lasting 
legacy of Cambodia’s three decades 
of war. Since 1979, there have been 
more than 62,000 reported landmine 
casualties. 

Cambodia has the largest number of mine 
amputees in the world. This puts pressure 
on family members and the community 
to care for them as they can no longer 
easily farm their land or walk to obtain 
clean drinking water.

Despite the extent of the problem in 
Cambodia, Austcare and our partner the 
Cambodian Mine Action Centre (CMAC), 
are making a measurable difference. Only 
half as many mine-related accidents and 
fatalities occurred last year compared 
to 2005.

An innovative part of Austcare’s mine 
action program is to train and employ 
Community Based Deminers to remove 
landmines before they can do harm. 
It gives people the opportunity to help 
their own community by clearing land 
for farming while earning an income. 
Over half of the Community Based 
Deminers are women.

Ms Rany is a deminer who is working 
on Austcare’s program, and has lived in 
Banteay Meanchey Province all of her 
life. “I have always been afraid of the 
mines,” Ms Rany said. “But when I 
was trained I did not feel so scared.”

“In the village, there are many 
people who have been disabled by the 
landmines, and many others who have 

been orphaned or widowed. I hope that 
by clearing the mines we will reduce 
the number of injuries,” Ms Rany said.

“We see the landmines as 
the ‘killer in the ground’ and 

we want to catch them 
and destroy them.”

“After we clear the landmines we can 
grow rice. From our work we can help 
reduce poverty in my community.”

Ms Rany is proud of the work she is 
doing. She says, “Life is improving and 
I am happy to be part of this team.”

Your support will help 
Austcare to continue our 
mine action program.

Rany removes 
“the killer in the ground”
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According to Austcare’s Cambodia Country Director, Sam Oum, women tend to be more 
meticulous than men, and make better deminers. The program is supported by AusAID, 
the Australian Government Aid Agency.
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Explosive remnants of war (ERW) 
are an ongoing threat even after 
confl icts are resolved. They remain 
hidden in the ground for years, ready 
to kill and injure civilians.

Affected land prevents people from 
returning home after confl icts end. 
If they do, they risk their lives on 
a day-to-day basis, while farming, 
taking produce to the market, 
or collecting water. 

But the effects of ERW go much further. 
They prevent children from attending 
school and receiving health care, block 
access to other essential infrastructure, 

impede humanitarian aid, and prevent 

internal markets from developing. In 

turn, trade and investment potential is 

hindered.

Cluster Bombs are large weapons that 

open in mid-air and scatter smaller 

submunitions, or “bomblets” over wide 

areas. Cluster bombs carry dozens or 

hundreds of bomblets, each the size of 

a drink can. Although they are designed 

to explode on impact, cluster bomblets 

often fail to explode. As a result, they 

remain on the ground or hanging in 

trees, and pose a serious threat to the 

lives and livelihoods of civilians.

www.austcare.org.au

An ongoing threat 
to civilians

On December 29, 2006, the Australian 
Government ratifi ed Protocol V of the 
Certain Conventional Weapons (CCW) 
Convention. Protocol V recognises 
that serious humanitarian problems 
are caused by explosive remnants of 
war, and aims to reduce the effects 
of these weapons on the civilian 
community.

However, Protocol V has limitations. 

It applies only to post-confl ict 

situations, and falls short of 

providing measures to control the 

use of ERW-producing weapons 

during times of confl ict. Additionally, 

there is no mechanism to enforce 

compliance. Austcare calls for the 

international community to act now 

to ban the production, stockpiling, 

and use of cluster bombs.

STATISTICS
Landmines

•  There are between 45 and 50 million 
landmines worldwide

•  Over 80 countries are affected 
by landmines worldwide; some of 
the most mine-contaminated are 
Afghanistan, Angola, Cambodia, Iraq, 
Nepal and Sri Lanka

•  Every week, there are almost 400 new 
casualties caused by landmines and 
unexploded ordnance (UXO)

•  Although landmines are a weapon 
of war, most casualties are civilians, 
frequently children

Cluster Bombs

•  Over 20 countries are affected by 
cluster bombs

•  There are over one million cluster 
bomblets on the ground in southern 
Lebanon. Other countries affected 
include Afghanistan, Iraq, Kosovo, 
Serbia, Eritrea, and Ethiopia

•  There are billions of submunitions in 
the arsenals of more than 70 nations, 
as well as in the hands of non-state 
armed groups

Australia’s response



Volleyball bringing joy 
to landmine survivors 

CAMBODIA

The Austcare Pailin Hawks take part in a tournament near their home town. 

CAMBODIA:  Pailin village is located 
18km from the Thai border in 
northwestern Cambodia. Pailin was a 
Khmer Rouge stronghold during the civil 
war, in the area known as the ‘badlands’, 
and today the area is still suffering 
the consequences of the war. Not only 
is it heavily mined, but the area is 
marginalised due to its association 
with the Khmer Rouge. 

As part of Austcare’s mine action 
programs, we sponsored the Pailin 
Hawks, one of sixteen National Disabled 
Volleyball teams in the 2006 Volleyball 
League. Most of the players on the 
team are landmine survivors. One of the 
Hawks’ players is Mr Eum Suen, who lost 
his leg to a landmine in 1994.

“I was 2km from my home, deep in 
the forest hunting for food,” Mr Suen 
said. “It was a very quiet place and  
I had been there many times before. I 
was aware there could be mines so I was 
being extremely vigilant. I saw a mine. 

I was not afraid and was able to defuse 
the mine and throw it away.”

“What I did not know was 
that one pace in front of that 

mine, there was another hidden 
by the twigs and that was the 
mine that blew my leg off.”

Being in the forest, no one heard Mr 
Suen’s screams for help. “I don’t know 
how long I stayed there but I did not 
want to die and knew I had to make it 
back to my village. As soon as I made 
it to the outskirts I started screaming 
for help. Finally I saw my neighbour 
running towards me. I then collapsed 
and remember nothing until I woke up 
in the hospital and realised my leg was 
gone. I just cried and cried.”

Mr Suen spent the next three months 
recovering in hospital. His brother 
made him a pair of crutches. He then 
hired a carpenter to make him a leg 
from a jackfruit tree which he used for 

the next year until he could receive 
a prosthetic limb. Now sport brings 
joy into Mr Suen’s life. He joined the 
Austcare Pailin Hawks because he loves 
volleyball. “I come to the volleyball 
court every day. Even if I cannot play 
I will watch it.”

The Disabled Volleyball 
League raises awareness of 

disabled people in Cambodia, 
and encourages their 

re-integration into society. 

Austcare’s sponsorship of a team from 
Pailin also aims to improve the image 
of the village, promoting national 
reconciliation. 

In 2007, Austcare hopes to continue 
such initiatives. We are also expanding 
our victim assistance program, by 
providing opportunities to landmine 
survivors and people with disabilities 
to participate in activities that will 
improve their socio-economic situation.  



BURMA/THAILAND: Approximately 
140,000 Burmese refugees live in camps 
in Thailand along the border. On a 
regular basis, they cross the border to 
visit family, hunt food, and trade. Many 
Burmese children also cross the border 
to attend school in the refugee camps. 
Due to the heavy mining of this area, 
there are at least 500 new mine victims 
per year – 10 every week.

In a population with minimal literacy, 
mine risk education is a challenge. But 
it is important work that saves lives. 

Teaching people what different 
types of landmines look like 
and what the warning signs 
say is a simple way to stop 

people falling victim to 
these hidden killers.

As part of Austcare’s mine action 
program, we are working in partnership 
with Handicap International. In October 

2006, we launched a special edition 
of their Health Messenger magazine 
focusing on mine risk education.

The magazine is being distributed to 
communities along the Thai-Burma 
border. It forms part of a broader 
program to help increase understanding 
of the risk of landmines. Naw Mu Dah is 
a 37-year-old woman who lives in Mae 
La refugee camp in Tak Province on 
the Burmese border. She has read the 
Health Messenger magazine and feels 
it is benefi cial.

“In the past, one of my relatives 
stepped on a landmine and died on 
the spot. I saw some of my friends 
become mine victims and they had to 
face many problems. There was no more 
happiness in the families and I felt 
very sad for them.”

“Now our community can be more aware 
of the danger of mines and by hearing 
from mine victims we can understand 

Saving lives  
through education

BURMA/THAILAND

Naw Mu Dah is happy to be able to take a 
copy of the magazine home to share with 
her friends and neighbours. Photos courtesy 
of Handicap International.

www.austcare.org.au

At the magazine launch, children from 
Mae La refugee camp learned how to 
identify and avoid landmines.

how they feel,” she said. “By receiving 
this knowledge, in the future we will 
be more careful and contact our leaders 
before leaving for some unknown places.”



A native of Cambodia, Sam Oum 
shares his story.

Under the Khmer Republic in 1975, I 
migrated to the US along with two 
of my brothers, as a Naval Offi cer. 
My other seven siblings remained in 
Cambodia with our parents. By the time 
the Khmer Rouge fell in 1979, of those 
who had remained in Cambodia only my 
oldest sister, who was partially blind, 
was still alive. 

I fi rst returned to Cambodia in 1989, 
and learned all of this. I thought that 
fi rst trip home would be my last, and 
then I would forget Cambodia forever. 
But then, I realised I had to accept the 
fate of my family. Three of my young 
sisters, then aged 20, 14, and 7, and 
three brothers, aged 30, 18, and 16 
were tortured and killed. My father 
died as a result of malnutrition and 
starvation; my mother was taken to the 
mass killing just a few months before 
the Vietnamese invaded Cambodia to 
drive the KR away. 

I saw the poor and landless; 
I saw the remainder of what 

I used to call home; I saw the 
need to make a difference 

in people’s lives.

In 1989, living conditions for most 
Cambodians were deplorable beyond 

words. So I returned to Cambodia in 
1991, and made the commitment to 
make a difference.

I ran a small business for a while, 
then rejoined the Navy. Then in 1998, 
I began working for the Cambodian 
Mine Action Centre (CMAC). At CMAC, 
I saw the need to link demining with 
development – to not only save lives, 
but to build upon those lives.

In my time as Planning Director at 
CMAC, I helped guide them to engage 
in the fi rst Integrated Mine Action 
Program. After a few years with 
CMAC, I was fortunate enough to gain 
employment with Austcare. 

There are still many challenges we 
face in Cambodia. As the majority of 
Cambodians depend on farming for 
their livelihood, land accessibility and 
security for cultivation are extremely 
important. Currently this is a major 
problem. The Cambodian government 
has established Land Laws, but 
implementation is limited. Extremely 
high unemployment, a poor education 
system, limited government support for 
infrastructure, and corruption are 
also major challenges.

However, as an Austcare Country 
Director, I have the capacity to engage  
and negotiate with various government 

authorities for the benefi t of those 
we serve. I have the opportunity to 
contribute ideas and initiatives that 
increase the impact of Austcare’s work. 
And at the same time, I remain in 
contact with Cambodian people at a 
grass roots level through travelling 
to project sites. 

I get motivated when I see lives 
changed – people becoming 
self-reliant; villagers taking 
ownership of their problems.

I see the alignment of my own vision 
and the sector I work within, and I am 
inspired to continue when I can see 
that our actions are leading to a safer 
and more prosperous Cambodia.

Sam visits Austcare’s demining program in 
Banteay Meanchey, in Cambodia’s northwest.

From the fi eld Oum Sang Onn (Sam), 
Austcare’s Cambodia Country Director

In a recent tragic accident, seven 

members of the Cambodian Mine Action 

Centre’s Community Based Demining 

team lost their lives. 

The accident took place in Battambang 

Province on January 25th, and is still 

being investigated. The explosion was 

caused by Anti-Tank mines, and based 

on the size of the explosion crater there 

is speculation that up to six mines were 

stacked upon one another. 

Sam Oum attended the funeral, and 

met the remaining deminers from this 

team. “Like our deminers in Banteay 

Meanchey, they are so young.”

“Since 1992, CMAC has had just 3 fatal 

incidents, and has made such progress. 

To have lost 7 deminers in one accident 

is devastating and disheartening for 

them. It’s a stark reminder of how much 

is still to be done.”  

Austcare pays tribute to CMAC deminers



Playing Fields Not Minefi elds
Landmine Action Week is taking place 

from April 2 to April 6 2007. Help create 

Playing Fields not Minefi elds, by holding 

your own fundraiser or taking part in 

one of the following events:

•  A Hot Cross Bun Morning Tea

•  An Easter Egg Hunt

•  An obstacle course

•  If you are in Sydney, check our 

website for further information about 

our events at Martin Place, and our 

cocktail function at The Westin.

For further information please contact 

Jane Cantwell on 02 9565 9132, or 

jcantwell@austcare.org.au

OUR MISSION
To assist refugees overseas, displaced 
people, returnees and those affected 
by landmines to rebuild their lives and 
to reduce poverty through the expert 
delivery of development programs in 
partnership with local communities
and other agencies.

As a signatory to the Australian 
Council for International 
Development (ACFID) Code of 
Conduct, Austcare is committed 
to high standards in financial 
reporting, management and 

ethical practice. Further information on the 
Code is available at: www.acfid.asn.au

Locked Bag 5515  Camperdown  

NSW  1450  Australia   

Phone: +61 2 9565 9111  

Facsimile: +61 2 9550 4509  

Donations: 1300 66 66 72  

Email: info@austcare.org.au  

Website: www.austcare.org.au  

ABN 87 001 251 930
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Congratulations to Michael Milton
Austcare’s Ambassador for People with Disabilities, Michael Milton, has been 
named 2007 ACT Australian of the Year. Michael, Australia’s fastest skier, 
was also the face of Austcare’s new television campaign, which aired on SBS 
during January and February.

Become a Global Action Partner
By joining Austcare’s regular giving program, you will help save on 
administration costs, ensuring the maximum possible proportion of 
your gift goes to Austcare’s overseas programs. 

Visit www.austcare.org.au, or phone 1300 66 66 72 today.
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