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International Medical Corps Key Activities 
 

Sirte: International Medical Corps is providing support to the two functioning health facilities in Sirte, 
including the Ibn Sina hospital, where ICU cases received over the past two weeks include: two 
children injured from a UXO in Sirte; 10 patients injured in a fuel explosion on the outskirts of Sirte; a 
gunshot wound; a pediatric case; a burns patient and a case of diabetic ketoacidosis. Outside of Sirte, 
International Medical Corps is supporting the provision of primary health care for the significant 
number of displaced people from the city of Sirte.  

 

Misurata and Bani Walid: Rehabilitation services will soon commence at the Tadamoon 
Rehabilitation Center in Misurata and nursing support continues at the Misurata polyclinic. Outside of 
Bani Walid, International Medical Corps is providing support for IDPs in Nismah and support needs 
are being monitored at the Bani Walid hospital, which is receiving minimal cases as the majority of the 
population remains out of the city. 

 

Western Libya:  In the Western Mountains, staffing support is being provided for key department of 
the Jadu, Zintan and Gharyan hospitals, which have seen as increase in surgical care required for 
injuries due to celebratory firing. Mobile health teams are providing primary health care services in six 
sites and mental health and psychosocial support activities are commencing in Zintan and Yefren. 

 

Tripoli: Nursing support is being provided to the Tripoli Medical Center, Tripoli Central Hospital and 
Al-Khadra Hospital. In the Tarhunah and Al Khadra localities, mobile health team services are 
responding to the health needs of IDPs. 

 

Sabha: International Medical Corps is continuing to provide critical staffing, operational and supply 
support to Sabha Central Hospital. 

 

Libya/Tunisia border:  International Medical Corps continues to be the main provided of health 
services for refugees and third country nationals stationed near the Ra’s Ajdir border, operating two 
health posts at the Al Hayat and Shousha camps. 

 

Eastern Libya: International Medical Corps is responding to the needs of war-wounded patients, 
providing physical rehabilitation services at the Benghazi Medical Center Rehabilitation Unit.  



 

 

Introduction: 

More than eight months after the uprising began in Libya, the interim government declared the 
country’s liberation on October 23. On October 31, the National Transitional Council elected a new 
prime minister, Abdurrahim el-Keib who will appoint a new interim government within two weeks. On 
the same day, NATO announced the end of the no-fly zone and naval blockade of Libya enforced 
since March 31.  
 
While these developments signify a significant situation change, there are still pressing humanitarian 
needs. OCHA reports that there are an estimated 80,000 people who have been displaced from Bani 
Walid and Sirte, who have fled to areas outside these cities, as well as to areas near Benghazi, Tripoli 
and Misurata. International Medical Corps is responding to health needs of those displaced, 
supporting primary health care services in the Sirte, Misurata, Bani Walid and Tripoli regions. 
Additional immediate health priority areas include nursing support, primary health care, mental health 
care and psychosocial support and rehabilitative care for war-wounded, among others. 
 
International Medical Corps has been on the ground in Libya, providing assistance to the Libyan 
people from the beginning of the uprising.  As the people of Libya recover and begin to rebuild, 
International Medical Corps remains ready to respond to the ongoing and future needs in the country. 

As of November 4, 2011: 
 
SIRTE 
 
Within Sirte, International Medical Corps is providing support to the only two functioning health 
facilities in the city. At the Ibn Sina hospital, the largest facility in Sirte, International Medical Corp has 
delivered essential medical supplies and also seconded two nurses who are providing care in the ICU 
department. 16 ICU patients have been received over the past two weeks including: two children 
injured from a UXO in Sirte; 10 patients injured in a fuel explosion on the outskirts of Sirte; a gunshot 
wound; a pediatric case; a burns patient and a case of diabetic ketoacidosis. Over the past week, 
there has also been an increase in patients beginning to access outpatient care at the hospital. 
 
A clinic in Area 3 of the city has now also opened which has 4 doctors (1 anesthesiologist, 2 GPs and 
1 gynecologist) and 5 nurses.  The clinic will focus on providing primary health care, but will also set 
up a small ICU (2 beds) and will be able to perform deliveries.  International Medical Corps has 
donated some OB/GYN and lab supplies to support clinic services.  
 
On the outskirts of Sirte, an assessment visit was made to the Abuhadi Clinic. In this area, the 
population is approximately 20,000, with half being IDPs from the Sirte city center. Currently the clinic 
only has one doctor and sees an average of 200 patients a day. International Medical Corps provided 
the clinic with essential medications and supplies and will begin providing a doctor to the clinic in the 
coming week.  
 
Outside of Sirte, International Medical Corps is continuing to support primary health care services for 
IDPs. Staffing and supply support is being provided to a polyclinic at gate 30, after temporary medical 
staff there departed. 253 cases were seen at the clinic from October 25 to November 1, with the 
majority of cases comprising of: upper respiratory tract infections, gastroenteritis, hypertension, 
OB/GYN consultations and skin disorders. In the coming week, a training for nurses at the polyclinic is 
planned on mine awareness education in partnership with Handicap International. International 
Medical Corps is also operating mobile clinics in the region: one in Wadi Imrah (1-2 times a week), 
which provided 41 consultations over the past week and one in Kararim (6 days per week). In 
Kararim, community education activities have started, with education sessions on mine risk provided 
for 72 adults and children. Support is also being provided to other clinics in the Sirte outskirts with 
supplies as needed.   
 
 
 



 

 

MISURATA & BANI WALID 
 
In Misurata, International Medical Corps is planning to commence rehabilitation services at the 
Tadamoon Rehabilitation Center on November 12. Services will not only focus on addressing the 
needs of war-wounded, but will also address the broader spectrum of rehabilitation needs, including 
people with disabilities as a result of road traffic accidents, diabetes and other causes. Nursing care 
also continue to be provided in Misurata, with two ICU nurses providing care at the Misurata 
polyclinic.  
 
Outside of Bani Walid, International Medical Corps is continuing to provide support to IDPs. In 
Nismah, there are approximately 1,300 IDPs (180 families) in need of assistance. International 
Medical Corps is providing mobile health services to provide general medical consultations, treatment 
and facilitate referral of urgent and non-urgent referrals to the nearest hospital (Mizdah) and will also 
provide hygiene kits and other support as needed to the local community group currently responding 
to the needs of those displaced.  
 
In Bani Walid, hospital functioning is minimal with only out-patient consultations, obstetric care, 
intensive care and emergency surgeries provided as needed. Debris removal and cleaning of other 
hospital sections continue, and in the meantime any cases requiring inpatient care are generally 
transferred through to the Mizdah hospital. In general, the hospital is currently coping with the current 
caseload as the majority of the population have fled, with only 5% of the original population estimated 
to be now residing in the town. International Medical Corps is monitoring support needs and will 
provide assistance as needed.  
 
WESTERN MOUNTAINS  
 

 
    Staffing and supply support for hospitals 
     Mobile Health Unit services 
     Mental Health and Psychosocial Support program activities 

 
In the Western Mountains, International Medical Corps is continuing staffing support for key 
departments of the Jadu, Zintan and Gharyan hospitals. The past few weeks has seen a high number 
of surgeries performed due to gunshot injuries and shrapnel wounds due to celebratory firing. In the 
past week alone, 70% of all surgeries conducted were due to these injuries. Two mobile health units 
are also providing support to six sites requiring primary health care support including: Badr, Tiji, Taleb, 
Kawassim, Abu Ziyan and Abo Alhol. Mental health and psychosocial support (MHPSS) activities are 
commencing in Zintan and Yefren and as assessment of needs was undertaken in Tiji on November 
3. Training needs have also been identified, with MHPSS trainings planned for health staff at the 
Yefren hospital. In addition, International Medical Corps has met with women’s groups in Zintan and 
Yefren and is evaluating how to support these groups’ initiatives to provide psychosocial support for 
both adults and children as well as to develop women’s empowerment activities. 
 
 



 

 

TRIPOLI  
 
International Medical Corps is continuing to provide nursing support to the main hospitals in Tripoli in 
partnership with Jordan Health Aid Society. These include the Tripoli Medical Center (10 nurses) and 
Tripoli Central Hospital (10 nurses) and Al Khadra Hospital (8 nurses). As critical nursing staff 
shortages continue, these nurses are supporting the functioning of key city hospital departments. 
 
In the Tarhunah and Al Khadra localities, International Medical Corps is continuing to provide medical 
consultations, treatment and non-urgent referrals for displaced families from Tawarga, Gawalesh, 
Bani Walid in three campsite areas. 145 consultations were provided from October 23-30.  
 
SABHA  
 
In the southern Libyan city of Sabha, International Medical Corps is continuing to provide staffing and 
supplies to support hospital functioning, as only limited staff have returned on a regular full time basis.  
Assistance is being provided for nursing supervision and augmentation of nursing staff in the 
emergency and ICU departments, with 306 patients assisted in the ER over the past week. Medical 
supplies and equipment have also been provided to the facility, including ventilators and a neonatal 
incubator. 
 
LIBYA/TUNISIA BORDER AREA  
 
International Medical Corps continues to be the main provided of health services for refugees and 
third country nationals stationed near the Ra’s Ajdir border, operating two health posts at the Al Hayat 
and Shousha camps. 960 consultations were provided at these facilities over the past week. Following 
UNHCR’s decision to discontinue the Al Hayat transitional camp beyond October 31, International 
Medical Corps is now making arrangements for the shutdown of health services. 
 
EASTERN LIBYA  
 
Physical rehabilitation activities for war-wounded continues at the Benghazi Medical Center, with 23 
new cases identified and provided with physical therapy services at the rehab center from October 15-
27. Rehabilitative services continue to be a pressing need across Libya, and International Medical 
Corps is planning to expand these services to other areas in Libya, including Misurata in the coming 
weeks.  
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