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1. Key Issues 

• Flooding in several programme areas, specifically Wajir and parts of the Dadaab camps, has impeded 

programme activities due to impassable roads. In Dadaab, measures to counter flooding cannot be taken 

due to the security situation. 

 

2. Security 

• Two hand grenade attacks took place in 24 hours on 24th October – one thrown in a local pub injury 14 

people and one at OTC bus station in central Nairobi killing 1 person and injuring 12. Further information 

should be available in the coming days. 

• The current security situation in Dadaab, Mandera, and Wajir is tense and unpredictable as a result of the 

recent kidnappings and Kenya defence forces movement into Somali territory. Kenyan authorities have 

blamed Al Shabaab for the abductions, and in response declared war on Al Shabaab and launched military 

action on 16
th

 October, to establish a buffer zone within Somalia along the border. Ground troops are 

supported by air and naval forces.  

Dadaab 

• Security guidelines have been reviewed and amended to align with the change in security level from 2 to 3. 

• Police numbers in Dadaab have not yet increased, despite promises to send up to 80 more policemen within 

2 weeks. 

• No travel is permitted without permission from the CD and an armed escort.  

Wajir 

• A senior National Security Intelligence Officer was shot at a close range in Wajir, and a senior chief in 

Mandera was shot dead by unknown people. The incidents are not thought to be related and further 

information will be reported next week as more is known. 

 

3. General Humanitarian Situation 

• Wajir has received significant rains since 12
th

 October, the highest in one day was 115mm. Due to the 

subsequent floods, there are fears of diarrhoeal diseases outbreak. 

• Rains and flooding in Wajir have made many roads impassable, including the main road to Nairobi. This is 

having a great effect on organisations’ abilities to deliver aid. 

• Most water pans in Wajir are now at full capacity, therefore Oxfam water trucking is discontinued. 

• Pastoralists terms of trade are still not strong in Wajir, though the price of a healthy goat is very high at 

10,000 Ksh. However, prices of essential commodities remain high. 

• Ongoing rains in Dadaab have led to flooding in parts of the camps, and some latrines are reportedly filled 

with water. The risk of cholera spreading is high given the reported cases of cholera in the last 2 months. 

• Some refugees in Ifo II have been settled in blocks (J5 &J 6) without finished latrines, increasing the risk of 

disease spread. 

• Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) rates for children under 5 are declining in Mandera, Turkana, and Marsabit 

from the peak in July 2011. 

• OCHA estimates that 10,000 people are affected by dengue fever in Mandera, with six new cases in Nairobi 

and one in Wajir. 
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• OCHA reports a malaria outbreak in Turkana, including Kakuma refugee camp following rains and flooding. In 

Kakuma alone, the caseload since the beginning of September is 1,770. 

 

4. General Political Relations/Context 

• From 17-27 October, The Kenyan Ministry of Education will undertake an assessment to determine the 

impact of drought in the ASALs to determine if emergency needs still exist. It will look at protection needs 

and the situation of WASH in schools. 

• OCHA reports that the Ministry of Agriculture has dispatched more than 300 tons of high-value crop seeds 

and $550,000 worth of cuttings, vines, and materials for planting in 77 districts to increase local food supply. 

• Government-led weekly drought response monitoring meeting failed to meet for the 5
th

 week in a row. 

• Less political prioritisation of the drought emergency – more focus on the incursion into Somalia by Kenyan 

forces. 

 

5. Humanitarian Community 

• Oxfam and partners, as well as other responding stakeholders, continue to be under high pressure to 

increase the caseload for cash and food distributions, due to the severe shortage of food following the 

closure of the main road to and from Nairobi and impassable roads to rural populations due to flooding. 

• WFP has increased the GFD allocation from 205,000 beneficiaries to 308,700. Unfortunately, no distribution 

is occurring due to poor road conditions and pipeline breakages. 

• The District Commissioner’s office in Wajir called an interagency meeting on 21
st

 October to discuss how to 

meet needs in light of the rains. It was agreed that further information collection was needed to assess the 

extent of the situation, and a report is forthcoming. 

• No clear or disseminated plan from UNHCR to respond to a cholera outbreak in Dadaab if it occurs in the 

current security situation. An increase in diarrhoeal diseases is likely due to increased rains and latrines 

filling. 

• WHO has prepositioned essential drugs for malaria in Lodwar, Turkana and with the International Rescue 

Committee in Kakuma refugee camp. 

• UNICEF and Kenya Red Cross will start a new cash programme to last 6 months in Turkana, Isiolo, and 

Garissa. Oxfam will meet with UNICEF on Tuesday 25th October to discuss further. 

 

6. Sexual Exploitation and Abuse 

Nothing to report this week. 

 

7. Programme Activities 

Dadaab  

NB: Most activities have been suspended in light of the 

security situation in Dadaab. Only essential activities have 

continued, particularly water provision. 

• With support from the refugee block leaders and 

incentive workers, over 300 open pits dug for 

uncompleted latrines (due to paused work) have been covered by thorny shrubs to minimise risks of  

children and livestock  falling into these pits. 

Ifo II (est. population 34,400) 

• Continued weekly delivery of 800L fuel for water pumps by an electrician who also performs maintenance as 

needed. 

• Direct water pumping from 2 boreholes into 4 elevated tanks of 108,000L each. These then supply water to 

tapstands through the pipeline network. 

• Water coverage is currently 16L/person/day. 

Dadaab

Sector
Beneficiaries 

this week
Of which X new

WASH 86,311 419

Total bnfs (single count)

Total activities

86,311

86,311
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Ifo III (est. population 40,588) 

• Dual system of water supply to Ifo III – 15 roto tanks and 11 tapstands are directly supplied through the 

pipeline from Ifo II, while 15 tanks are supplied through water trucking. 

• Drilling of a second borehole has stalled due to land ownership claims by some host community members 

coupled with lack of security coverage. 

• Water coverage is currently 10L/person/day. 

Kambioos (est. population 11,323) 

• Continued weekly delivery of 200L fuel for water pumps by an electrician who also performs maintenance as 

needed. 

• Continued water trucking to 9 10,000L roto tanks with two private trucks after the UNHCR truck broke down. 

• Water coverage is currently 12L/person/day. 

• 1 T95 (95,000L tank) is also filled with water for back-up supply. 

Turkana  

EFSL 

• OFDA cash grant disbursements 

continued this week for the third cycle, reaching 

1,355 people of the targeted 5,532. 

• 4,500 people received food distributions 

through Oxfam’s project substituting WFP pulses with fish from local fishermen. 

WASH 

• Rehabilitation of 4 shallow wells, 2 in Letea and 1 each in Lokapel and Nadipoe. These wells serve a 

population of 9,375 people. 

• Global hand washing day activities held at Loarengak reached 1,500 people. 

• Construction continues on the 4 latrines in Loarengak for the Todonyang IDPs. 

Wajir  

NB: Activities in Wajir were limited due to heavy rains and flooding, making many roads impassable, as well as 

ongoing security concerns. 

EFSL 

• Voucher distribution to 133 of 141 sites to a 

total of 17,594 households. 

• Ongoing monitoring of impassable routes and 

development of community contact points to 

follow up on situation in unreachable areas. 

• Cash distribution plans are now ready and will 

start on 22
nd

 October 2011. 

WASH 

• No borehole repairs this week as rapid response teams are unable to access most areas, though some 

mechanical problems were reported. Many boreholes have stopped operating due to refilling of the water 

pans. 

Global Handwashing Day 

• A week of activities beginning 11 October took place in many schools in the programme areas. In total, 22 

schools and/or areas were targeted and 9 schools and/or areas were targeted and took part on 15 October 

for the celebrations.  In total 8,641 children and adults took part throughout the week in the different 

handwashing demonstrations. Children performed dramas, songs, and poems about the importance of hand 

washing. 80,000 are estimated to have listened to the radio messages played in handwashing week. 

• The 4 key handwashing messages promoted were:  Washing after toilet use, washing before preparing food, 

washing before eating, and washing before feeding infants and children. 

 

Wajir

Sector
Beneficiaries 

this week
Of which X new

EFSL 0 0

WASH 8,641* 0

Total bnfs (single count)

Total activities

*An additional estimated 80,000 people were reached with 

PHP messages by radio on handwashing day.

8,641

8,641

Turkana

Sector
Beneficiaries 

this week
Of which X new

EFSL 5,855 0

WASH 10,875 9,375

Total bnfs (single count)

Total activities

16,730

16,730
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9. Beneficiary numbers 

Reporting Period:               

17 -23 October 2011 Beneficiaries 

reached

NEW beneficiaries 

reached

TOTAL 

beneficiaries 

from 1 July

Disaggregation 

(%F)

WASH TOTAL

(single count)
105,827 419 757,968 47%

EFSL TOTAL

(single count)
5,855 0 340,461 52%

TOTAL BENEFICIARIES 

(single count)
111,682 419 1,062,925 49%

TOTAL ACTIVITIES 111,682
 

Beneficiary breakdown by activity (cumulative total since 1 July)

WASH Breakdown EFSL Breakdown

Activity Beneficiaries Activity Beneficiaries

Water Distribution 659,707 Cash grants 168,673

Fuel subsidies 196,124 Stock grants 147

Latrines 89,539 Food distribution 128,909

PHP 89,539 Animal health 42,732  

NB: Beneficiary numbers provide only an indicator of Oxfam's impact. It is never possible to be certain that there has 

been no double counting, as some people will have benefitted from different interventions. In addition, a beneficiary 

might receive something as small as a bar of soap or as large as a sustainable community water source, and this is 

not reflected in the beneficiary numbers. We continuously work to improve the collection and collation of beneficiary 

numbers. 


