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Famine spreads to more areas in southern Somalia   

 
(Nairobi, 3 August 2011): Three new areas in southern Somalia have deteriorated into a famine 
situation. These are parts of Middle Shabelle region, the Afgooye Corridor settlements home to 
roughly 400,000 displaced people since 2007 and parts of Mogadishu which are hosting displaced 
populations. This follows a declaration of famine in two regions of south Bakool and Lower 
Shabelle two weeks ago. 
 
The Food Security and Nutrition Analysis Unit (FSNAU) warns that unless there is a massive 
increase in the humanitarian response, the famine will rapidly spread to more areas in the south. 
Somalia is currently facing the most serious food and nutrition crisis in the world in terms of both 
scale and severity. The need to scale up humanitarian operations to save lives is of upmost 
urgency.    
 
The Humanitarian Coordinator (HC) for Somalia, Mark Bowden said that the latest information 
“confirms our concerns over the increasing severity of the crisis facing Somalia; especially IDPs 
and the urgency of scaling up our actions. The declaration of famine in Mogadishu reflects the 
massive influx of people into the city in the last two months and the need to redouble our efforts 
to improve conditions.” 
 
At least 2.8 million people including 1.25 million children are in critical need of assistance in 
southern Somalia. The humanitarian community is striving to secure safe and unhindered access 
to provide life-saving assistance to the affected populations wherever they are. This will mitigate 
the necessity by Somalis to undertake the hazardous journey into Mogadishu or to Kenya and 
Ethiopia. 
 
Humanitarian agencies are working hard to address the critical situation of the displaced with the 
hope that the situation will not be further complicated by the conflict. The IDPs are already facing 
serious health and nutrition needs. 
 
“I call on all parties to support an urgent scale up of assistance so that we can save the lives of 
those who most need our support at this critical moment in accordance with Humanitarian 
Principles,” Mark Bowden said.   
 
On 29 July, an emergency appeal of approximately US$1 billion dollars was launched to urgently 
respond to the scale of the disaster. So far the appeal is only 43 per cent funded and more money 
is urgently needed to respond to basic needs.  

Despite the challenges and the complexity of the Somalia operation, a scaled up response 
campaign is being undertaken by over 100 aid organisations. (Please see the flipside of this 
statement for response activities.)   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Key Response activities in July 2011   
 
Food Assistance: Some 300,000 people are being assisted with food in Mogadishu through partners 
including an average of 85,000 people benefiting daily from a hot meal through 23 feeding centres. An 
additional 23,300 people are receiving food assistance through a voucher system in Bay, Lower Shabelle 
and Mogadishu.  
 
There have been airlifts to the Gedo region with 1.25 metric tons of Plumpy’Sup and 3.5 metric tons of 
fortified or High Energy Biscuits (HEBs) transported to Doolow, and a further 1.5 metric tons of fortified 
biscuits and 0.5 metric tons of Plumpy’Sup then forwarded from Doolow by road to Luuq, as well as an 
additional 2.7 metric tons of HEBs and 0.5 metric tons of Plumpy’Sup airlifted to Ceel Waaq. Food 
distributions started in Doolow on 30 July. Other distributions have also taken place in Luuq and Ceel 
Waaq to assist the most vulnerable people in transit. 
 
Out of the 150,000 households being targeted with food vouchers in Gedo, 1,600 households in Doolow, 
3,810 households in Belet Xaawo and 1,000 households in Garbahaarey have benefited from food 
vouchers. 
 
Nutrition: In July, at least 65,000 moderately malnourished children were screened and admitted in 340 
supplementary feeding centres (SFPs). More than 35,300 severely malnourished children were admitted in 
363 outpatient Therapeutic Programmes (OTPs) and 22 stabilization programmes. A lead agency airlifted 
900 metric tons of nutrition supplies and medicines into southern Somalia and fed 65,000 malnourished 
children through existing partners. In Middle Shabelle another 42,000 people benefited from Corn-Soya 
Blend (CSB) distribution.  A wet feeding program has start in Dhobley, Lower Juba through a local NGO.  
 
The revised figure for people in need of emergency assistance under the nutrition cluster is 310,000 
malnourished children under 5 years of age and 75,000 malnourished pregnant and lactating women. The 
latest funding requirement is $86.5 million, of which only 29 per cent has been funded. 

 
Emergency Shelter and Non Food Items (NFIs): The Shelter and NFIs partners have distributed more 
than 15,000 emergency assistance packages (EAPs) for some 90,000 people in Mogadishu and southern 
Somalia since 20 July. They plan to distribute a further 13,000 EAPs to benefit some 78,000 people during 
the first two weeks of August.   
 
Water Sanitation & Hygiene (WASH): The WASH agencies have carried out sanitation and well 
chlorination for 12,000 new IDP arrivals in Mogadishu.  In Mogadishu, ongoing projects in July included 
construction of 735 latrines to cover 24,000 people and rehabilitation of wells and water points to cater for 
20,400 people.   

In Lower Shabelle, interventions included construction of 50 latrines to cater for 1,500 people and water 
piping and trucking to benefit 9,600 people.   
 
Nearly 21,000 people benefitted from a water voucher system in Bu’aale and Saakow in Middle Juba 
region while 290,000 people have benefited from hygiene packages through 335 nutrition centres.   
The revised WASH beneficiary figure is 800,000 persons for emergency sanitation and 2.5 million for 
emergency water.  The recent funding requirement is $77.8 million, of which only 34% has been funded. 

 
Health: A measles vaccination campaign targeting 40,000 children was completed in Mogadishu. Plans are 
underway to roll-out the campaign in Gedo region. With partners,  a lead agency dispatched over 1,400 
metric tons of nutrition supplies between 1-25 July, including in hard-to-reach and worst-affected areas, 
enough to reach more than 65,000 children with supplementary feeding and treat 17,000 children suffering 
from severe malnutrition. Additional supplies were also dispatched to cover health and WASH needs. 
Mobile clinics are providing primary health care services to the IDPs, especially in the IDP camps of 
Mogadishu, Afgooye corridor and Lower Shabelle targeting more than 5,000 people.  

For more information on the FSNAU Press Release see - http://www.fsnau.org/  
	

For further information please contact Rita Maingi on maingir@un.org or +254 733 643 737 and Abdi 
Yussuf Noor on nooryussuf@un.org or +254 734 210 103 

 
Website: http://ochaonline.un.org/Somalia 


