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HIGHLIGHTS 

  

• The humanitarian 
operating environment 
has abruptly changed in 
Tigray Region following 
the declaration of an 
‘immediate unilateral 
humanitarian’ ceasefire by 
the Ethiopian Government 
on 28 June. 
 

• The humanitarian access 
within most of Tigray has 
significantly improved, 
while the flow of 
humanitarian supplies into 
the region remains 
constrained (but not 
impossible), with strict 
security checks for “illegal 
possessions such as 
weaponry”.  

 

• A joint Government and 
humanitarian partner’s 
assessment team 
deployed to 37 identified 
Woredas in six regions to 
conduct a spot check 
verification assessment 
on the performance of the 
2021 Belg/spring season. 

 
 

  

Access within Tigray improved following the 
unilateral declaration of ceasefire in Tigray  
The humanitarian operating environment has abruptly changed in Tigray Region following 
the declaration of an 'immediate unilateral 'humanitarian' ceasefire by the Ethiopian 
government on 28 June. The Ethiopian and Eritrean defense forces withdrew from the region 
as a result (except from the western part of the region, which is claimed by neighboring 
Amhara Region). The ceasefire came after the Tigray interim administration, appointed by 
the federal government, called for a ceasefire on humanitarian grounds so that desperately 
needed aid can be delivered. 

Consequently, the humanitarian access within most of Tigray has significantly improved, 
while the flow of humanitarian supplies into the region remains constrained (but not 
impossible), with strict security checks for ‘illegal possessions such as weaponry’. The 
absence of fuel, banking services, telecommunications, and electricity are also impacting 
the humanitarian operations. 

Humanitarian partners have gradually resumed operations with available resources, 
including food distribution, water trucking, medical supplies, and seeds for the 
Kiremt/summer planting season. At present, a convoy of 50 WFP trucks is on the way to 
Tigray on behalf of the humanitarian community, with 900 metric tons of life-saving food and 
fuel, nutrition, health, WASH, and shelter supplies. The response is facing a significant 
funding gap of US$433 million until the end of the year. For more on the situation in Tigray, 
please visit: https://bit.ly/3wyEVQs 

Spot check verification assessment of 2021 
Belg season performance 
A joint Government and humanitarian 'partners' assessment teams have been deployed to 
37 Woredas in Afar, Amhara, Oromia, Sidama, Somali and SNNNP Regions to conduct a 
spot check verification assessment of the performance of the 2021 Belg/spring season rains. 
Before deployment, the teams received a refresher training on the data collection and 
analysis methodology, non-food assessment approach, and 
protection/gender/accountability to affected population (AAP) mainstreaming. Focal persons 
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HIGHLIGHTS 

• Federal and regional 
authorities are 
returning/relocating some 
200,000 people who were 
displaced (IDPs) by inter-
communal violence in 
North Shewa/Oromo 
Special Zones of Amhara 
Region and Metekel Zone 
of Benishangul Gumuz 
Region.   
 

• The IDPs are asking for 
guarantee for safety and 
security in areas of return.  
Humanitarian actors are 
also calling on 
Government authorities to 
ensure the safety, security 
and voluntariness of the 
return/relocation return.  
  

• Of the total IDPs to be 
returned, 69,000 are from 
North Shewa, 78,000 are 
from Oromo Special Zone 
and 50,000 are those who 
were displaced from 
Metekel Zone 

from OCHA, WFP, FAO, and FEW NET were assigned to provide remote technical support 
to ensure quality analysis and reporting.  

Non-food sectors are expected to do a desk review. The assessment result will inform the ' 
'country's humanitarian needs and the required funding for the remainder of the year. 

 

Some 200,000 IDPs in North Shewa, Oromo 
Special and Metekel Zones to be 
returned/relocated    
Federal and regional authorities are returning/relocating some 200,000 people who were 
displaced (IDPs) by inter-communal violence in North Shewa/Oromo Special Zones of 
Amhara Region and Metekel Zone of Benishangul Gumuz Region.  The IDPs are asking 
for a guarantee for safety and security in areas of return.  Humanitarian actors are also 
calling on Government authorities to ensure the safety, security, and voluntariness of the 
return/relocation return. Without these guarantees, the risk for secondary displacement 
and associated humanitarian consequences are high.  

More than 145 000 IDPs returned/relocated in North Shewa/Oromo Special 
Zone 

From the 253,000 people displaced in North Shewa Zone of Amhara Region, some 69,000 
IDPs were reportedly returned from Mehal Meda, Ber Gibi, and other sites of North Shewa 
Zone to Ataye Town and other locations, while 78,000 out of the 80,000 IDPs from Oromo 
Special Zone have returned to their settlements.   

An attack by unidentified armed groups in Ataye Town and its surroundings between 18 
March to 17 April 2021 had left some 330,000 people displaced/affected. The conflict 
resulted in an undetermined number of casualties, destruction of social and community 
infrastructure, looting, and destruction of private property. 

More than 50,000 IDPs returned/relocated from Awi Zone in Amhara Region 
to Metekel Zone 

Some 50,000 IDPs were 
returned/relocated from Chagni 
Ranch IDP Site in Awi Zone, 
Amhara Region to four collective 
sites near their areas of origin in 
Mandura, Debate, Dangura and 
Bullen Woredas of Metekel Zone 
in Benishangul Gumuz Region. 
Some IDPs in host communities 
who opted to live in Chagni and 
those who feared the security 
situation in the return area 
remained in Chagni. 

More than 200,000 people were 
displaced within Metekel Zone 
and close to 100,000 others were 
displaced into the neighboring 
Amhara Region due to continued 
civilian attacks by unidentified 
armed groups. The recent 
relocation operation came to the effect following the agreement on 18 June 2021 between 
the Benishangul Gumuz and the Amhara Regional Governments.  
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HIGHLIGHTS 

• On 26 June, the 
Government of Ethiopia 
started repatriating more 
than 40,000 Ethiopian 
migrants from the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
(KSA) in two weeks and 
reunite them with their 
families. 
 

• Nearly 10,000 citizens 
have been brought back 
from vulnerable Saudi 
community shelters as of 
1 July  

 

• As anticipated, hatching 
has been detected in 
eastern Ethiopia where 
desert locust swarms 
have been laying eggs 
since late April. 

Humanitarian partners in Benishangul Gumuz Region, together with their Government 
counterparts, are planning a joint monitoring visit to the relocation sites to gage the condition 
of the relocated IDPs.   

Ethiopia repatriating some 40,000 migrants 
from KSA  
On 26 June, the Government of Ethiopia started repatriating more than 40,000 Ethiopian 
migrants from the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA) in two weeks and reunite them with their 
families. The National Emergency Coordination Center (NECC), chaired by the National 
Disaster Risk Management Commission (NDRMC), coordinates the migrants' response.  

While NDRMC provides food and shelter, the Ministry of Health/Ethiopian Public Health 
Institute provides health services. Meanwhile, the Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs 
(MoLSA) is working on the reintegration of the returnees; and other partners (IOM, MSF, 
ERCS, COOPI) are responding to fill gaps in non-food items (NFIs), WaSH and transport 
allowances. The Ministry of Peace is working closely with the Job Creation Commission and 
regional bodies to encourage citizens to utilize opportunities that the nation has to offer and 
discourage them from illegal migration. A significant gap remains in food and nutrition, 
shelter, clothing, and health. Hundreds of returning migrants who are suffering from 
psychosocial traumas need psychosocial support. 

During the weekly press conference on 1 July, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs spokesperson, 
Dina Mufti, said that the KSA government has thus far repatriated 10,000 citizens. The 
spokesperson added that the latest widespread crackdown on Ethiopians by Saudi 
authorities is part of the larger international "plot" to put pressure on Ethiopia and aimed at 
disrupting the construction of the GERD.   

Since 2017, approximately 400,000 Ethiopian migrants returned from KSA as part of the ' 
'country's campaign targeting irregular migrants. For more on this, please visit IOM's flash 
update at: https://bit.ly/3i5LmFI 

Reports of Desert Locust in Eastern Ethiopia 
As anticipated, hatching has been detected in eastern Ethiopia, where desert locust swarms 
have been laying eggs since late April. The hatchlings are forming hopper bands that have 
been seen in a few places so far. More hatching and band formation are expected 
throughout eastern Ethiopia during the remainder of this month. In its latest desert locust 
situation update, FAO reports that desert locust swarms have started migrating across 
borders during the past few days, namely in southern Djibouti, eastern Ethiopia, and in Afar 
Region along the Amhara highlands. More swarms are expected to appear in Afar in the 
coming week, and some could reach the northern highlands where they may continue to the 
summer breeding areas in Sudan. It is also possible for swarms from Yemen to arrive in 
Afar. Survey and control operations are crucial as these will influence the magnitude of 
swarm migration to northeast Ethiopia, as FAO reports.  FAO's latest Desert Locust situation 
update is available here: http://www.fao.org/ag/locusts/en/info/info/index.html 

High numbers of swarms were reported in Wag Himera, South Wello, North Shewa, North 
Wello, and Oromo special zones of Amhara East. Similarly, in SNPPR, Fall Armyworm was 
reported in 13 Zones and African Armyworm in 11 Zones in the last week of June. The crop 
pests affected around 77,114 hectares of field crops, according to the weekly early warning 
report of SNNPR. 

 

 

 

 

https://bit.ly/3i5LmFI
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HIGHLIGHTS 

• The Moringa leaves is our 
common vegetable and 
together with whatever 
food we find to cook we 
share with those that 
need help. There are 
others among us who 
cannot cook so we assist 
them as well. When the 
water comes, we know 
that it is not a lot, but we 
make sure that everyone 
in the collective site and 
the host community has 
some.” 
 

• “We are forever grateful to 
the host community for 
accepting us to live close 
to them in such numbers.” 

 

Coping with displacement: a story of Beyenech, 
an IDP at Gelabo collective site in Konso Zone 
Displacement takes away dignity and the provisions for 
decent human existence. Loss of decent shelter and the 
means to provide for oneself cast the nightmarish feeling of 
rebuilding one's life from scratch. Sadly, this lingers on even 
when conditions for return begin to look good and one must 
be psychologically strong and gather the courage to build 
back to normal life. 

Fleeing en masse and ending up in a collective site evokes 
the emotion of how much it means to be community. 
Neighbourliness inclinations become more meaningful. 
"We are forever grateful to the host community for 
accepting us to live close to them in such numbers," said 
Beyenech, a member of the Gelabo collective site for 
internally displaced persons (IDPs) in Konso Zone, 
Southern Nations, Nationalities and Peoples Region 
(SNNPR). 

Humanitarian assistance is provided but due to resource 
constraints it is never enough and not everyone receives 
the same type of support. Olla, an elderly mother testifies of the community spirit that 
mitigates these challenges. "The Moringa leaves is our common vegetable and together 
with whatever food we find to cook we share with those that need help. There are others 
among us who cannot cook so we assist them as well. When the water comes, we know 
that it is not a lot, but we make sure that everyone in the collective site and the host 
community has some," she said. 

With 1,135 IDPs, Gelabo is one of 
seven collective sites hosting ethnic 
(Konso) IDPs displaced by conflict 
with neighbouring Ale ethnic group. At 
the peak of the displacement Gelabo 
hosted 4,500 IDPs but some people 
have started returning to their original 
places of habitation. 

Consultations in a focus group 
discussion with IDPs and meetings 
with the zonal government revealed 
that humanitarian needs remain high 
while conditions for return have 
improved. Food supplies and variety, 
nutritional supplies for children, water 

trucking and emergency health drugs have critical gaps. Yearning for return, the IDPs lament 
the toil of rebuilding homes (shelter) and loss of farming tools to return to normal food 
production. 

An inter-agency mission of OCHA, IOM, Save the Children and officials from Konso Zone 
visited IDPs at Gelabo on 9 June 2021 to assess the humanitarian conditions and consult 
the IDPs on their living situation and prospects for return.   

For further information, please contact:  
Malda Nadew, Head, Strategic Communication Unit, nadew@un.org, Tel. (+251) 953852223 
Mengistu Dargie, National Public Information and Reporting Officer, dargie@un.org, Tel. (+251) 911742381 
Michael Arunga Obare, OCHA Operations and Advocacy Division, New York, arunga@un.org 
Twitter - https://twitter.com/OCHA_Ethiopia, Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/OCHAinEthiopia/ 

Figure 1 IDPs using moringa 
leaves as common food. Photo 

Credit: OCHA/Clever 
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