
 

 

 On September 18, 2017, Hurricane Maria—a Category 5 storm—passed 

directly over the Commonwealth of Dominica. The storm damaged or 

destroyed an estimated 90 percent of the island’s buildings, devastated 

most crops and agricultural infrastructure, and disrupted power, water and 

communications across the entire country.    

 Following the storm, agricultural devastation and disruption to commercial 

food commodity pipelines on the island contributed in a food shortage in 

Dominica. Additionally, successive hurricanes throughout the Caribbean 

Region adversely affected commercial supply chains and regional food 

stocks, making it more difficult for both the private food industry in 

Dominica and international humanitarian actors to import urgently needed 

food in a timely manner.  

 Widespread damage to infrastructure continues to hinder the availability to 

food and livelihoods opportunities. Crucial roads and bridges remains 

damaged or blocked, disrupting the market food supply chain. Destruction 

of agriculture and fishing industry infrastructure—two main sources of 

employment on the island—have restricted livelihoods opportunities for 

many Dominicans. 

 

 

 

 In the immediate aftermath of the hurricane, USAID Office of Food for Peace (USAID/FFP) partnered with the UN World Food 

Program (WFP) to provide approximately 23,500 food-insecure people—or more than 30 percent of the country’s population—

with emergency food rations. This one-time, in-kind ration—distributed in collaboration with the Government of the 

Commonwealth of Dominica (GoCD)—relieved pressure on the country's private sector and allowed additional time for the re-

establishment of food supply chains and the re-stocking of food inventories.   

 Once markets had reactivated, USAID/FFP supported WFP to provide approximately 25,000 food-insecure individuals across the 

country with monthly cash transfers for food for three months, allowing vulnerable families to access an adequate amount of 

nutritious food and supporting market recovery on the island. This program—implemented in coordination with the GoCD—

targets communities most heavily affected by the hurricane and families enrolled in the country’s social protection system prior 

to the storm.  
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