
 

By the Numbers 
 

125,604 
people preemptively evacuated 
 

12.9 million 
people projected to be impacted 
by the typhoon 
 

33 
provinces affected in the 
Philippines 
 

$50,000 
LWR’s initial emergency fund to 
respond to needs in affected 
areas 

Source:  
OCHA, 11/08/2013 

GDACS, 11/07/2013 
International media sources 

 
 
 

 
 

SITUATION OVERVIEW 
 In the early morning of November 8, 2013, 

Super Typhoon Haiyan, locally known as 
Yolanda, made landfall in Guiuan municipality, 
Eastern Samar Province, Eastern Visayas 
Region. The storm hit with maximum sustained 
wind speeds of nearly 150 mph and gusts of up 
to 170 mph, according to the U.N. Office for 
the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(OCHA). Super Typhoon Haiyan made 
subsequent landfall in the provinces of Leyte, 
Cebu and Iloilo. The storm hit Leyte’s cities of 
Tacloban and Ormoc the hardest thus far, 
according to OCHA. 

 During the evening of November 8, the 
typhoon is expected to continue through the 
Philippines, affecting Capiz and Aklan 
provinces. Reports indicate that the storm will move across the Philippines and exit the country toward the 
West Philippines Sea on November 9. In total, the storm is expected to bring heavy, torrential rains and 
powerful winds to more than 33 provinces in the islands of Visayas, Luzon and northern Mindanao. 

 The path of the typhoon includes areas of the Philippines experiencing high levels of poverty, making affected 
populations more vulnerable to the impacts of the storm, international media report. Additionally, many of 
those affected by Super Typhoon Haiyan are still recovering from the 7.2-magnitude earthquake that struck 
Bohol Province in Central Visayas Region on October 15.  

 In preparation for the storm, the Government of the Philippines (GPH) conducted 
evacuations of nearly 126,000 people in 22 provinces to 109 evacuation centers. 
The GPH National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council (NDRRMC) 
began issuing public advisories about the storm on November 5 and response 
teams began mobilizing at the national and local levels. 

 Super Typhoon Haiyan is the strongest typhoon to hit the Philippines in 2013, and 
international media report that the storm is one of the strongest in recorded 
history. Access to affected areas is limited as a result of flash floods, landslides, 
fallen trees, downed power lines and telecommunications and damaged roads.  
 

INITIAL STORM IMPACTS 
 The Global Disaster Alert and Coordination System (GDACS) projects that the 

typhoon will impact up to 12.9 million people. 

 Storm surges and flash floods have been reported in Eastern Samar and Leyte, 
causing significant damage to buildings and houses, according to OCHA. A 
landslide in Cebu has also been reported by the Cebu City Disaster Risk Reduction 
and Management Council. Strong winds and heavy rainfall have disrupted 
telecommunications, limiting information coming out of affected areas, 
particularly Eastern Samar and Leyte. 

 Schools classes in areas with public storm warnings have been suspended, as well 
as classes in Manila due to weather conditions. 
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HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE  
 On November 6, the GPH NDRRMC met to discuss typhoon preparation efforts. Local news reports indicate 

that local disaster risk reduction and management committees, including provincial and barangay bodies, 
conducted preemptive evacuation of residents living in areas that are vulnerable to landslides, flooding and 
storm surges.  

 On November 7, OCHA convened the U.N. Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) for an inter-agency consultation 
on priority preparedness actions for the HCT and a briefing on the GPH’s latest preparedness activities.   

 Through the Department of Social Welfare and Development, the GPH has pre-positioned at least 84,700 
family food packs. The GPH has also approved the allocation of 169.3 million Philippine pesos, or 
approximately $3.9 million USD, worth of standby funds, family food packs, food and other non-food items 
(NFIs) for response efforts. 

 

LWR’S RESPONSE AND NEXT STEPS  
 LWR’s office in the Philippines, located in Davao on the island of Mindanao, has implemented its Emergency 

Preparedness Plan and put all staff on high alert in response to Super Typhoon Haiyan. Primary considerations 
for LWR include staff safety, particularly for those in the field; communications during critical moments of the 
response; and roles and responsibilities in the coming days. 

 LWR is in constant communication with partners in CARAGA Region, particularly Surigao del Sur and Agusan 
del Sur provinces, which are LWR project areas. In these provinces, partners have reported light to moderate 
rainfall without substantial damage to property and livelihoods. 

 In coordination with other relief agencies on the ground, LWR led the drafting and submission of an ACT 
Alliance Alert with the ACT Geneva Secretariat.  The alert can be read here. 

 LWR is coordinating with non-governmental organization (NGO), U.N. and government networks throughout 
the Philippines in response to the typhoon. While LWR has also been in contact with NGOs and partners in 
Visayas and monitoring updates before and after the storm’s landfall through official weather sources and 
GPH NDRRMC situation reports, there is limited information on damages and the situation on the ground as 
communications are down or limited and power is out in many impacted areas. LWR continues to coordinate 
with local partners trained in humanitarian response, particularly through the Alliance of Sphere Advocates in 
the Philippines (ASAP)—of which LWR is the founding member—and as the Sphere country focal point.  

 Between November 9 and 12, LWR plans to conduct a rapid damage and needs assessment in severely 
affected areas of Visayas to better determine needs on the ground. 

 LWR is considering implementing a cash-
for-work (CFW) program as a part of the 
organization’s initial response efforts, 
depending on needs identified on the 
ground.  Following 2012’s Typhoon 
Bopha, LWR coordinated a CFW project 
that reached more than 6,000 
households and included the clearing of 
storm debris from schools, parks, roads 
and other public spaces. 

 LWR is also preparing for the possible 
distribution of NFIs and material 
resources. Following Typhoon Bopha, 
LWR’s material resources program 
provided an estimated 16,000 
households with Quilts, School Kits, Baby 
Care Kits and Personal Care Kits with 
toothpaste valued at more than $1 
million USD. 

 An initial emergency fund of $50,000 has 
been mobilized for LWR’s response to 
the typhoon. 

Zander Casas / REUTERS, courtesy Trust.org  
“Residents rush to safety past a fallen tree during strong winds brought by Typhoon 
Haiyan that hit Cebu city, central Philippines, November 8, 2013. Typhoon Haiyan, the 
strongest typhoon in the world this year and possibly the most powerful ever to hit land 
battered the central Philippines on Friday, forcing millions of people to flee to safer 
ground, cutting power lines and blowing apart houses. Haiyan, a category-5 super 
typhoon, bore down on the northern tip of Cebu Province, a popular tourist destination 
with the country's second-largest city, after lashing the islands of Leyte and Samar with 
275 kph (170 mph) wind gusts and 5-6 meter (15-19 ft) waves.”     

 

http://www.actalliance.org/resources/alerts_and_situation_reports/Alert_45_2013_Philippines_Typhoon_Haiyan.pdf/view
http://www.trust.org/

