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An ever persisting food insecurity ; armed conflicts still jeopardize the efforts of all food 
security stakeholders 

Executive Summary: According to the results of the 10
th

 IPC analysis cycle of DRC (December 2013), the population in 

humanitarian IPC phases “3 and 4” is estimated at 6.7 million (i.e. 11% of the rural population). This figure shows an increase of 5% 
in comparison with the previous cycle of June 2013 which revealed that 6.4 million were facing acute food insecurity and livelihood 
crisis. 

Phase 4: Unfortunately, it appears that despite a slight improvement in the situation in North Kivu, the number of regions affected 
by humanitarian emergencies has increased in comparison with that of June 2013. Populations in humanitarian phases are localized 
in five regions namely: Katanga (Manono, Mitwaba and Pweto territories), Maniema (Punia territory) and “Province Orientale” (the 
Eastern Province) (Sud Irumu territory). During the 9

th
 cycle (June 2013), five territories were classified in phase 4 but only in two 

provinces: North Kivu (Rutshuru, Nyiragongo, Masisi, Walikale) and Katanga (Manono). Despite the precariousness of the food and 
nutritional situation, the aforementioned zones experience insecurity problems due to the activism of several armed groups. 

Phase 3: However, we notice a relative reduction of the number of territories classified in crisis phase (phase 3) from June to 
December 2013. The number has shifted from 82 during the previous cycle to 68 for this cycle. 

Unclassified: Nine territories could not be classified due to the lack of recent data. Six territories of them are in Equateur Province 
(Befale, Bongandanga, Djolu, Ikela, Lukolela and Monkoto), two territories in Kasaï Occidental (Dekese and Ilebo) and one in the 
territory of Kasaï Oriental (Kole). Most of these territories were classified in crisis phase during the previous cycle. Recent surveys 
undertaken reveal a deterioration of food security and nutrition indicators nearly throughout the whole DRC territory. 
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Looking back: 
Previous IPC analysis, June 2013 
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Key findings and issues 

The 10
th

 analysis cycle on the Integrated Food Security Phase Classification undertaken in December 2013 revealed that 6.7 million 
people are in humanitarian IPC phases classification (phase 3 and 4). This analysis was based on a multidimensional approach of food 
security: food consumption, livelihoods change, nutritional state of children under 5 years old, mortality rate, security situation, etc. 
In comparison with the 9

th
 cycle of June, food security has globally experienced a slight deterioration and remains very worrying in 

certain territories, particularly Irumu in “Province Orientale”, Punia in Maniema, Manono, Mitwaba and Pweto in the Katanga 
Province. The proportion of people facing food security crisis and emergency situation is estimated at 11% of the rural population. 
The geographical distribution shows that 5 zones are in emergency phase (phase 4), 68 zones are facing food crisis situation (phase 3) 
and 63 zones are under pressure, in phase 2. 
The causes of food insecurity in DRC are: the persistence of armed group operations, violence perpetrated by armed groups and the 
aftermath of military operations in the East; the high prevalence of acute malnutrition which affects a large proportion of children 
aged less than 5 years; the inadequate food consumption of poor families in terms of poor calorific value and unbalanced; diseases 
and various natural disasters (climate perturbations, flood, problem in rain patterns, landslides especially); with a more or less 
important impact on crops, livestock, and infrastructure. Moreover, it is worth noting that the causes of food insecurity in DRC are 
various and diversified and closely related to the generalized poverty of rural population. The entire country, in rural areas, almost 
experiences a lack of basic infrastructure and general problems related to rural development. 
Finally, the entire regions analyzed can be divided into four groups according to the nature of causes underlying food insecurity: i) The 
set of rural zones that remain in chronic food insecurity due to the overall unfavourable economic environment, to the low purchasing 
power of households, to the reduction of agricultural productivity combined with some structural problems inherent to agricultural 
sectors. Furthermore, various diseases affect crops and livestock impacting thus the already precarious livelihoods. ii) Zones affected 
by armed conflicts and other types of violence deriving from intercommunity confrontations whereby livelihoods are threatened 
despite emergency interventions to increase food access and availability to some minimal standards. These zones especially Irumu in 
“Province Orientale” Punia in the Maniema and Manono, Mitwaba and Pweto in the Katanga in phase 4 face other essential needs in 
order to avoid acute malnutrition, the inanition and the irreversible loss of assets. iii) Zones with high acute malnutrition prevalence 
and the hatching/spreading of human epidemics form the third entity; nearly 51 regions/communes have been confronted with 
nutritional crisis. iv) Finally, Host areas of Central African refugees fleeing war zones in Central African also form a homogeneous set. 
More than 58 000 Central African refugees, according to HCR, live in “Equateur” and in “Province Orientale” where refugee camps 
have been created. 

Methods and process 

The 10
th 

cycle analyzed acute food insecurity focused on 136 regions out of 145 that the country has. Nine regions could not be 
analyzed due to the lack of recent data. A national technical forum brought together all food insecurity stakeholders (49 analysts) 
representing the Government technical services (Agriculture, Plan, Health), United States Agencies (FAO, WFP) and national and 
international NGOs. The national workshop was held in Goma in North-Kivu Province from December 13

 
to December 17

, 
2013. The 

next analysis is scheduled for June 2014, subject to availability of funds.  

Recommendations for response 

Humanitarian action should target first and foremost zones facing food crisis and in emergency situation in the Eastern part of the 
country, especially: the Northern Provinces and South-Kivu, of Maniema, “Province Orientale” and Katanga still affected by armed 
conflicts and populations displacements. In these zones, local conflicts prevention and mitigation efforts, food assistance and 
emergency agricultural support, the restoration of essential social services and economic recovery particularly agricultural are 
necessary to support the restoration of security and a sustainable socioeconomic reintegration of displaced people, and thus 
contribute to the local economic recovery. 
In zones with high acute malnutrition rates of the Central and Western part of the country (Kasaï Occidental, Bandundu, Kasaï Oriental 
and Equateur) a national integrated approach (adapted to each zone) for the nutrition, food security and livelihoods would permit the 
affected communities to ensure availability and access to nutritive food at local level. Specific actions targeting refugees and host 
communities should be undertaken in collaboration with the HCR in Equateur and “Province Orientale” which host more than 58 000 
Central African refugees. 
Finally, the whole rural zones which experience a lack or a high deterioration of infrastructure (roads, water supply system, etc.) and 
recurrent natural disasters (climatic perturbations, floods, etc.) should be taken into account in investment schemes and the 
development of risk and disaster management programs. 

Contacts for further information 
DRC IPC Technical Work Group: Ministries of Agriculture, Health and Planning, FAO, WFP 

IPC Global Support Unit :  www.ipcinfo.org
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