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BACKGROUND SUMMARY 

 
 
Introduction 
According to the United Nations Development Programme, Ethiopia and Eritrea rank 170th and 
156th respectively out of 177 countries listed in the 2004 Human Development Report. Both 
countries, located adjacent to each other on the Horn of Africa, have long been afflicted by 
famine, disease, internal and external conflict resulting in displaced people, and mismanaged 
economies. Over the past five years, recurring drought has plagued the region, resulting in 
decreased food security. Ethiopia and Eritrea have experienced increased tension along their 
border due to an inability to resolve a long-running border dispute, threatening to displace more 
people and disrupt valuable harvests. Violence stemming from Ethiopia’s recent general 
elections and devastating spring floods in the Somali region has further destabilized the region. 
Furthermore, locust swarms sweeping across from the Sahel pose a danger to this year’s crop. 
Despite improved rainfall over the last year, US Agency for International Development projects 
that a combined twelve million people will need food assistance this year. 
 
Political Situation 
Ethiopia, which until 1993 included what is now Eritrea, is the oldest independent state in Africa. 
The country was controlled by a military dictatorship, the Derg, from 1974 until 1991, when it 
was ousted by a coalition of opposition groups called the Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary 
Democratic Front (EPRDF). Popular opposition stemming from the Derg’s mismanagement of 
the economy was exacerbated by persistent drought and resultant famine. Following the 
establishment of the EPRDF-led transitional government, various regional and ethnic groups 
within Ethiopia began to call for autonomy, and in 1993 Eritreans voted overwhelmingly for 
independence in a UN-monitored referendum. Despite Ethiopia’s recognition of Eritrea’s 
independence, the two countries squabbled over border issues until 1998, when they went to war 
to settle a dispute. Following a peace agreement in 2000, a five-member independent 
commission was set up to demarcate the border, and its findings were released in 2002. 
However, neither party has signed on to the border agreement and tensions remain high in border 
areas. Many farms in the border areas remain untended due to fears of resumed hostilities. 
 
Agriculture/Food Security 
Ethiopia and Eritrea both face chronic food shortages and the threat of widespread famine. 
Recurring drought over the last five years have forced millions of Ethiopians and Eritreans to 
rely on food aid to meet their nutritional needs. Despite better-than-expected spring belg rains, 
analysts expect little change in the food security outlook. In Ethiopia, parts of the Southern 
Nations, Nationalities, and People’s Region (SNPPR), Oromiya, Tigray, Amhara Region, and 
Bale and Hararghe zones remain particularly vulnerable. In Eritrea, Southern Red Sea zone, 
Northern Red Sea zone, and Anseba are the hardest hit regions. The deteriorating condition of 
livestock in many areas has negatively impacted food security, particularly for pastoralists.  
 
In Ethiopia, a joint government-UN appeal estimates that in 2005, 3.8 million people will require 
emergency assistance, in addition to the 5.4 million chronically food-insecure people that will be 
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fed through the Productive Safety Net Program (PSNP). In Eritrea the June 2005 revision to the 
UN CAP estimates that 2.3 million people will require 352,900 MT of foreign food aid.  
 
Health 
Both Ethiopia and Eritrea suffer high Under-5 (U-5) and maternal mortality rates, due in large 
part to lack of access for much of the population to safe drinking water and primary health care. 
Existing safe water supplies are severely reduced during times of drought, and well and borehole 
water levels are currently at an all-time low, according to the World Health Organization 
(WHO). The resulting increase of water born diseases, particularly diarrhea, during these times 
has had a devastating effect on U-5 populations.  
 
The HIV/AIDS outlook in both countries is ominous. Ethiopia is facing an epidemic, with the 
Ministry of Health reporting adult HIV/AIDS prevalence rates of 4.4%. The WHO reports an 
estimated 5000 people infected each week and over one million children orphaned by the 
disease. In Eritrea, adult prevalence is 2.4%, and higher in many regions. Of the reported cases, 
70% occur in the 20-39 age demographic.  
 
IDPs and Refugees 
Reverberations from the 1998-2000 war continue to affect relations between Ethiopia and 
Eritrea. Ethiopia’s unwillingness to withdraw to the demarcated border, and Eritrea’s insistence 
upon immediate compliance, have resulted in an ongoing state of high tension between the two 
countries. As a result, internally displaced people on both sides of the border—59,000 in Eritrea; 
132,000 in Ethiopia—are reluctant to return home. Regional instability has also spilled over into 
Ethiopia, where refugees fleeing violence in Sudan and Somalia have settled in large numbers. 
 
Humanitarian Response 
The ongoing crises in Ethiopia and Eritrea have elicited a strong response from the humanitarian 
community. For 2005, the US Government has pledged over $275 million to Ethiopia and over 
$67 million to Eritrea in humanitarian assistance.  The World Food Programme expects to ship 
over 700,000 MT of food in an effort to aid over five million people. Despite this outpouring, 
NGOs on the ground face many obstacles in reaching affected populations due to access 
constraints.   
 
The operating environment in Eritrea remains difficult due to restrictions imposed upon 
international NGOs by the government. Constraints include a ban on large NGO meetings, a one 
cell-phone-per-agency rule, and travel restrictions, among others. Recently, the Eritrean 
government shut down the USAID mission in Asmara. 



InterAction Member Activity Report for Ethiopia and Eritrea 
October 2005 

8

 
This report offers international organizations, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), the 
media and the public an overview of the humanitarian and development assistance being 
provided to the people of Ethiopia and Eritrea by InterAction member agencies. 

 
Twenty-six member organizations reported on their current or planned relief and development 
operations.  The programs address a broad range of sectors, including: agriculture and food 
security; business development, cooperatives and credit; disaster and emergency relief; education 
and training; gender and women issues; health care and training; human rights; peace and 
conflict resolution; infrastructure rehabilitation; landmine clearance; livestock; refugee and IDP 
protection and assistance; rural development; and water and sanitation.  
 
These activities take place in a number of locations, including South Wollo, Afar, Hadiya, Dire 
Dawa, Jigjiga and the Oromiya, Afra, Somali, SNNPR and Amhara Zones in Ethiopia and in 
Eritrea, Southern Red Sea Zoba, Northern Red Sea, Dehub and Anseba.  
 
The agencies in this report have presented various objectives for their programs in and around 
the Horn of Africa.  Many deal with addressing the immediate needs of the population through 
the distribution of food and non-food supplies, provision of health care services and water 
sanitation etc.  Some agencies focus on particularly vulnerable populations, such as women and 
children.    
 
Many of the agencies in this report work with the support of, or in coordination with, local and 
international partners.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
REPORT SUMMARY 
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Ethiopia 
Action Against Hunger 
Adventist Development and Relief Agency 
Africare 
Americares 
CARE 
Catholic Relief Services 
Christian Children’s Fund  
Christian Reformed World Relief  
Church World Service 
Concern Worldwide 
Food for the Hungry International 
International Institute of Rural 
 Reconstruction 
International Medical Corps 
International Rescue Committee 
Jesuit Refugee Service 
Latter-day Saint Charities 
Lutheran World Relief 
Mercy Corps 
Near East Foundation  
Oxfam America 
Pact 
Pathfinder International 
Save the Children 
U.S. Fund for UNICEF 
Winrock International 
World Concern 
World Vision 
 

Eritrea 
Africare 
CARE 
Catholic Relief Services 
Concern Worldwide 
International Medical Corps 
International Rescue Committee 
Lutheran World Relief  
Mercy Corps 
U.S. Fund for UNICEF 
 
 

 
ORGANIZATIONS BY COUNTRY 
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Agriculture and Food Security 
Action Against Hunger 
Adventist Development and Relief Agency 
Africare 
CARE 
Catholic Relief Services 
Christian Children’s Fund  
Christian Reformed World Relief  
Church World Service 
Concern Worldwide 
Food for the Hungry International 
International Institute of Rural 
 Reconstruction 
International Medical Corps 
International Rescue Committee 
Lutheran World Relief  
Mercy Corps 
Near East Foundation 
Oxfam America 
Pact  
Save the Children 
Winrock International 
World Concern 
World Vision  
 
Business, Development, 
Cooperatives and Credit 
Catholic Relief Services 
Christian Children’s Fund 
Christian Reformed World Relief   
Concern Worldwide  
Food for the Hungry International 
International Institute of Rural 
 Reconstruction 
International Medical Corps 
International Rescue Committee 
Lutheran World Relief 
Near East Foundation 
Oxfam America 
Save the Children 
World Concern 
 

Disaster and Emergency Relief 
Action Against Hunger 
Adventist Development and Relief Agency 
AmeriCares 
CARE 
Catholic Relief Services 
Christian Children’s Fund 
Christian Reformed World Relief  
Church World Service 
Concern Worldwide 
Food for the Hungry International 
International Medical Corps 
International Rescue Committee 
Latter-day Saint Charities 
Lutheran World Relief 
Mercy Corps 
Oxfam America 
Save the Children 
U.S. Fund for UNICEF 
World Concern 
 
Education and Training 
Action Against Hunger  
Adventist Development and Relief Agency 
Catholic Relief Services 
Christian Children’s Fund 
Church World Service 
Concern Worldwide  
Food for the Hungry International 
International Institute of Rural 
 Reconstruction 
International Medical Corps 
International Rescue Committee 
Jesuit Refugee Service  
Mercy Corps 
Near East Foundation 
Pact 
Save the Children 
U.S. Fund for UNICEF 
Winrock International 
World Concern 
World Vision  

 
ORGANIZATIONS BY SECTOR ACTIVITY 
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Gender Issues/Women in 
Development 
Action Against Hunger 
Adventist Development and Relief Agency 
CARE 
Catholic Relief Services  
Concern Worldwide 
International Institute of Rural 
 Reconstruction 
International Medical Corps 
Near East Foundation 
Pact 
Pathfinder International 
Save the Children 
U.S. Fund for UNICEF 
Winrock International  
World Vision 
 
Health Care and Medical Training 
Action Against Hunger 
Adventist Development and Relief Agency 
American Jewish World Service 
AmeriCares 
CARE 
Catholic Relief Services  
Christian Children’s Fund  
Church World Service 
Concern Worldwide 
Food for the Hungry International 
International Institute of Rural 
 Reconstruction 
International Medical Corps 
International Rescue Committee 
Jesuit Refugee Services  
Lutheran World Relief 
Near East Foundation 
Pact  
Pathfinder International 
Save the Children 
U.S. Fund for UNICEF 
World Vision  
 
Human Rights/Peace/Conflict 
Resolution 
Church World Service 
Mercy Corps 

Oxfam America 
Pact 
 
Landmine Clearance/Education 
Lutheran World Relief 
U.S. fund for UNICEF 
 
Livestock 
Action Against Hunger 
Adventist Development and Relief Agency  
Christian Children’s Fund 
Church World Service 
Concern Worldwide 
Oxfam 
Save the Children 
World Vision 
 
Nutrition/Food and 
Water Distribution 
Action Against Hunger 
Adventist Development and Relief Agency 
Catholic Relief Services 
Christian Children’s Fund 
Christian Reformed World Relief 
Concern Worldwide 
Food for the Hungry International 
International Medical Corps 
International Rescue Committee 
Latter-day Saint Charities 
Lutheran World Relief  
Mercy Corps  
Oxfam America 
Save the Children 
U.S. fund for UNICEF 
World Concern 
World Vision 
 
Refugee and IDP Assistance 
Childreach/Plan 
Church World Service 
International Medical Corps 
International Rescue Committee 
Jesuit Refugee Service  
World Concern 
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Rural Development 
Action Against Hunger 
Africare 
CARE 
Church World Service 
International Institute of Rural 
 Reconstruction  
International Medical Corps 
Near East Foundation 
Pact  
Save the Children 
World Concern 
World Vision 
 
Water and Sanitation 
Action Against Hunger 
Adventist Development and Relief Agency 
Catholic Relief Services 
Christian Children’s Fund 
Church World Service 
Concern Worldwide 
Food for the Hungry International 
International Rescue Committee 
Lutheran World Relief 
Mercy Corps 

Oxfam America 
Save the Children 
U.S. Fund for UNICEF 
World Concern 
World Vision 
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Glossary of Acronyms 
 
Acronym InterAction Member 
AAH Action Against Hunger  
ADRA Adventist Development and Relief Agency International 
CARE Cooperative for Assistance and Relief Everywhere, Inc. 
CCF Christian Children’s Fund 
CRS Catholic Relief Services 
CRWRC Christian Reformed World Relief Committee 
CWS Church World Service 
FHI Food for the Hungry 
IIRR International Institute of Rural Reconstruction 
IMC International Medical Corps 
IRC International Rescue Committee 
JRS Jesuit Refugee Service/USA 
LDSC Latter-day Saint Charities 
LWR Lutheran World Relief 
 
 Other Acronyms 
ACT   Action by Churches Together 
APSO  Agency for Personal Service Overseas 
ARRA  Administration for Refugees and Returnee Affairs (Ethiopia) 
BPRM Bureau of Population, Refugee and Migration Affairs (U.S. State 

 Department) 
CAP  Consolidated Appeal Process 
CFGB  Canadian Food Grains Bank 
CIDA  Canadian International Development Agency 
DAP  Development Assistance Program 
DFID  Department for International Development  
DPPC Disaster Prevention and Preparedness Commission (Ethiopia)  
ECHO European Commission Humanitarian Aid Office  
EOC Ethiopian Orthodox Church 
EPI Expanded Program on Immunization  
ERCS Ethiopian Red Cross Society 
ERREC Eritrean Relief and Refugee Commission 
EU European Union 
FFP Office of Food for Peace (USAID) 
FGM Female Genital Mutilation 
HIV/AIDS Human Immunodeficiency Virus/Acquired Immune Deficiency  

  Syndrome 
IDP Internally Displaced Person 
JRP Joint Relief Partnership 
NGO Non-Governmental Organization 
OFDA Office of Foreign Disaster Assistance (USAID) 
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SNNPR Southern Nations, Nationalities and Peoples Region (Ethiopia) 
STD Sexually Transmitted Disease 
UNDP United Nations Development Programme 
UNHCR United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
UNICEF United Nations Children’s Fund 
UNMEE United Nations Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea 
USAID United States Agency for International Development 
USDA United States Department of Agriculture 
UXO Unexploded Ordnance 
WFP World Food Program 
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ACTION AGAINST HUNGER 
 
US Contact 
David Blanc 
Action Against Hunger US 
247 West 37th Street, Suite 1201 
New York, NY 10018 
E-Mail: db@aah-usa.org 
Website: www.aah-usa.org 

Field Contact 
Gwénaël Rebillon 
Action Contre La Faim 
P.O. Box 2357 
Addis Abeba 
Ethiopie 
Tel: 00.251.1.61.05.34 
E-Mail: aicf@telecom.net.et 

 
Introduction to Action Against Hunger 
Action Against Hunger is an international humanitarian NGO recognized worldwide as a 
leader in the fight against hunger. Action Against Hunger’s expertise integrates programs 
in nutrition, food security, water and sanitation, and health, which are delivered in over 
40 countries. It is also part of the organization’s mandate to speak out for victims and 
testify about the unacceptable situations seen in the field, both to the decision-makers and 
to the general public. Action Against Hunger’s ultimate goal is to help vulnerable 
populations regain their self-sufficiency for long-term sustainability. 
 
Action Against Hunger in Ethiopia 
Action Against Hunger focuses on pastoralist populations in the Eastern lowland areas of 
Ethiopia. Pastoral areas are recurrently affected by severe droughts and have little 
infrastructure and public services, as they suffer from political and/or economic 
marginalization. Action Against Hunger’s objective is to reduce the vulnerability of 
pastoralist populations affected by chronic water shortages and food insecurity.   
 
The goal is to ensure a perennial access to water, and to reduce the mortality and 
morbidity of herds - caused by droughts and high disease prevalence- by providing a 
sustainable access to community-based animal health services. The overall logic is to 
fight against the food insecurity of pastoralist populations.   
 
Action Against Hunger is also intervening in the nutrition sector in SNNPR Region, with 
the double overall objective of reducing malnutrition in the targeted areas and 
strengthening the capacity of local structures to detect and treat acute severe malnutrition. 
 
Agriculture and Food Production 
In the sector of animal health, in Afar and Somali region, Action Against Hunger trains 
community-based para-veterinaries in animal health care. These para-veterinaries provide 
animal health services to communities, and also constitute the basis of Action Against 
Hunger’s animal disease surveillance system. Private drug suppliers were chosen by 
communities and supported by Action Against Hunger in order to ensure a regular and 
sustainable animal drug supply. In addition to this long-term project, started in 1999 in 
Afar and 2001 in Somali region, Action Against Hunger implements emergency 
treatment campaigns during critical times.  
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Disaster and Emergency Relief 
In emergency situation, Action Against Hunger provides drinkable water to vulnerable 
populations through water trucking operations, in both Somali region and Afar region. 
Action Against Hunger also implements emergency treatment campaigns for herds when 
animals are most vulnerable to diseases.  
 
Education/Training 
Action Against Hunger’s water and sanitation intervention has both a technical and a 
social component. In addition to building or rehabilitating water points (or organizing 
water trucking operations), Action Against Hunger leads hygiene promotion and water 
use workshops in all areas where it intervenes. Training is a fundamental component of 
Action Against Hunger animal health program.  
 
Gender Issues/Women in Development 
There are women para-veterinaries being trained in both Afar and Somali region.  
 
Rural Development 
Action Against Hunger constructs and rehabilitates water points for both domestic and 
animal consumption (open wells, boreholes when possible, ponds, etc.). A community-
based water committee is set-up for each water point, and trained by Action Against 
Hunger on water point maintenance.  Similar committees are also set up in emergency 
situations, in order to ensure an equitable distribution of water to vulnerable populations.  
 
Treatment of malnutrition 
Action Against Hunger intervenes as a matter of urgency against acute malnutrition in 
targeted areas of SNNPR region (2003; 2005). The most recent program focuses on 
building the capacity of local structures to detect and treat acute severe malnutrition.  
 
Specific locations of projects or programs 
Action Against Hunger intervenes in the regions of Afar, Somali, and SNNPR (Ethiopia). 
 
Funding source 
ECHO, OFDA, the French Embassy in partnership with the Ministry of Finance of 
Ethiopia, The French Ministry of Foreign Affairs through its non-governmental 
cooperation ministry, other NGOs, and private funds.   
 
Scale of programs 
There were approximately 39 844 beneficiaries in 2004. 
 
Cooperative efforts with other local, international, or governmental agencies 
Action Against Hunger closely collaborates with local, regional, national and 
international agencies. Relevant authorities at federal, regional and zonal levels are 
involved in several aspects of program implementation. Coordination meetings are held 
with other NGOs intervening in the same sectors and/or areas. Interventions can be 
implemented in collaboration with other NGOs: for instance, the nutritional surveys 
conducted in SNNPR were done in partnership with Goal and Save the Children USA. 
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GOAL now supports Action Against Hunger through funding for program 
implementation. 
 
Special concerns  
Action Against Hunger has solid security procedures that allow it to intervene in the 
Somali region, characterized by a low-intensity yet on-going conflict between the 
Ethiopian government and the Ogaden National Liberation Front asking for its 
independence. 
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 ADVENTIST DEVELOPMENT AND 
RELIEF AGENCY INTERNATIONAL 

 
US Contact 
Tereza Byrne 
Bureau Chief for Marketing and Development 
Adventist Development and Relief Agency 
(ADRA) International 
12501 Old Columbia Pike 
Silver Spring, MD  20904   U.S.A. 
Phone: (301) 680-6380 
Fax: (301) 680-6370 
Email:  TerezaByrne1@cs.com 
Website: www.adra.org  

Field Contact 
Paul Smart 
Country Director 
ADRA Ethiopia                                                     
P.O. Box 145 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
Phone: +251-1-512212 
Fax +251-1-511319 
Mobile + 251-9-425812 
E-mail psmart@adra.org.et 

 
Introduction to Adventist Development and Relief Agency International 
Objectives 

• Provide individual and community development and disaster relief without regard 
to political or religious association, age or ethnicity. 

• Reflect the character of God through humanitarian and development activities. 
• Actively support communities in need through a portfolio of development 

activities that are planned and implemented cooperatively. 
• Provide assistant in situations of crisis or chronic distress, and work toward the 

development of long-term solutions with those affected. 
• Work through equitable partnerships with those in need to achieve positive and 

sustainable change in communities. 
• Build networks that develop indigenous capacity, appropriate technology, and 

skills at all levels. 
• Develop and maintain relationships with our partners, which provide effective 

channels for mutual growth and action. 
• Promote and expand the equitable and participatory involvement of women in the 

development process. 
• Advocate for and assist in the increased use of communities capacities to care for 

and responsibly manage the natural resources of their environment. 
• Faciliate the right and ability of all children to attain their full potential, and to 

assist in assuring the child’s survival to achieve that potential. 
 
Adventist Development and Relief Agency International in Ethiopia 
The objective of ADRA in Ethiopia is to enable the poor to overcome poverty by 
working with communities in areas such as capacity building, education, and 
environmental awareness, thereby helping communities to help themselves.  
 
ADRA Ethiopia focuses on implementing projects that: 

• Alleviate food insecurity 
• Protect and conserve the environment. 
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• Work with local government and communities in development and relief related       
activities. 

 
Sectors into which programs in Ethiopia fall 
Food Security 
Income Generation 
Agriculture 
Education/Training 
Gender issues/Women in Development 
Health Care 
Disasters and Emergency Relief  
 
Specific locations of projects or programs 
Northern Ethiopia 
Southern Ethiopia 
Central Ethiopia  
 
Funding sources  
USAID 
ADRA Sweden 
ADRA Norway 
ADRA United Kingdom 
ADRA International 
HELP International 
Other Donor (s) 
 
Scale of programs  

• Family Planning/Reproductive Health/Female Genital Mutilation project has 
more than 76,000 beneficiaries and the total budget is US$466,666 for three 
years. 

• The HIV and AIDS prevention and control project serves 76,000 beneficiaries and 
has the budget of 911,273 SEK for three years. 

• The integrated project on alleviation of poverty and food insecurity serves 23,903 
beneficiaries and has a budget of 160,794 USD for one year. 

• The Wukuro Project serves 247 populations (Direct Beneficiaries) and has a 
budget of $213,516.00 for 1.5 years.  

• The Orphan Programs serves 500 beneficiaries. 
• Clinic Upgrade serves 20,000 beneficiaries.  
• School Upgrade serves 12,000 beneficiaries.  

 
Cooperative efforts with other local, international, or governmental agencies 
With all projects, ADRA Ethiopia coordinates with various local government 
departments and other NGO’s working in the same field. Some of our international 
partners are: Save the Children USA, Pathfinder Ethiopia, Engender Health, Plan 
International, and USAID mission in Ethiopia. The main local NGO’s are: Family 
Guidance Association Ethiopia and National Committee on Prevention of Traditional 



InterAction Member Activity Report for Ethiopia and Eritrea 
October 2005 

20

Harmful Practices. Regional partners include Ministry of Health, Ministry of Education, 
Administrative Councils and Disaster Prevention and Preparedness Commission. 
 
Partners have periodic meeting to discuss problems and to share beneficial experiences.  
 
Special concerns  
There are no major problems or concerns between ADRA Ethiopia and local or national 
authorities. ADRA is registered legally in the country and the registration is renewed on a 
yearly basis.  
 
Currently there are no security problems facing ADRA Ethiopia. 
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AFRICARE 
 
US Contact  
Alan Alemian, East/ Anglophone West 
Regional Director  
440 R. Street, NW  
Washington, D.C. 20001  
aalemian@africare.org  
202-328-5338 
E-mail: aalemian@africare.org  
Website: www.africare.org 

Field Contact 
Eritrea 
Wangari Mwangi, Country Representative 
(beginning August 13, 2005) 
PO Box 1106 
Asmara 
Tel: (291-1) 184-044 
Fax: (291-1) 186-559 
E-mail: africare@eol.com.er 

 
Introduction to Africare 
Africare is a leader among private, charitable U.S. organizations assisting Africa. 
Founded in 1970, it is the oldest and largest African-American organization specializing 
in African aid. Africare works to improve the quality of life in Africa. Africare’s 
programs address needs in the principal areas of food security and agriculture as well as 
health and HIV/AIDS. Africare also supports water resource development, environmental 
management, basic education, microenterprise development, governance initiatives, and 
emergency humanitarian aid. Africare has delivered more than $450 million in 
assistance—representing over 2,000 projects and millions of beneficiaries—to 35 
countries Africa-wide. Today, Africare's 150-plus programs reach families and 
communities in 26 nations in every region of Sub-Saharan Africa. 
 
Africare in Eritrea 
Africare is working in partnership with the Ministries of Agriculture and Health to 
implement an irrigated agriculture project to address food security and household 
nutrition needs in the Naro plains and surrounding villages of Northern Red Sea Zone. 
The goal of the project is to increase food security in Eritrea by improving agricultural 
production and productivity in the Naro Plain. The objectives are the increased 
availability, access, and utilization of food, particularly for children under five and 
pregnant and lactating women. These outcomes will result from constructing a main 
diversion weir and associated canal network to irrigate land in the Naro plains, training 
farmers in improved water management and cultivation techniques, and educating 
mothers on improved household nutrition. Another objective is to improve local 
awareness and behavior for preventing the spread of HIV/AIDS.  
 
Sectors into which Eritrea programs fall  
Agriculture and Food Production, Rural Development. 
 
 
  
 



InterAction Member Activity Report for Ethiopia and Eritrea 
October 2005 

22

AMERICARES 
 
US Contact  
Peter Tokarczyk 
AmeriCares 
161 Cherry St. 
New Canaan, CT 06840 
Tel: 800 486-HELP 
E-mail: ptokarczyk@americares.org  
Or Johanna Arp 
E-mail: jarp@americares.org 
Website: www.americares.org 

Field Contact 
No overseas field office. 

 
Introduction to AmeriCares 
The overall mission of AmeriCares is to provide humanitarian assistance and disaster 
relief to people in need around the world without regard for race, creed or politics. 
 
AmeriCares in Ethiopia 
In Ethiopia, the objective of AmeriCares is to deliver medical assistance to the south 
central region in an effort to improve the overall health of the population. 
 
AmeriCares assistance in Ethiopia has evolved since 1988 when the organization 
delivered the first shipment of 11,798 pounds of medical supplies following a season of 
severe crop failures. Since then, the need for continuing to improve Ethiopia’s public 
health situation has driven AmeriCares to deliver more than 1,200,000 pounds of 
assistance to date, valued at over $21 million based on the US wholesale value. 
 
Since 2000, Project Mercy has been AmeriCares primary partner in Ethiopia.  Project 
Mercy is an international emergency relief and community development ministry 
providing healthcare, education, clean water, agricultural training, electric power, and 
additional services to the rural farming community of Yetebon for the last 10 years.  The 
community of approximately 9,000 households now have access to primary level 
healthcare within walking distance to their home at Project Mercy’s 53-bed hospital, 
which provides surgical, pediatric and maternity services. 
 
In addition to continuing to provide essential medicines and medical supplies to the 
hospital in Yetebon, AmeriCares has teamed up with Project Mercy to distribute medical 
supplies throughout the Southern Nations, Nationalities and People’s Region (SNNPR) in 
conjunction with the Ethiopian Ministry of Health.  AmeriCares and Project Mercy have 
also recently begun collaboration with the Ministry of Health to support a nationwide 
distribution of the drug Tibozole, donated by Johnson and Johnson, and used to treat 
opportunistic infections in people living with HIV/AIDS. 
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CARE 
 
US Contact 
Teresa Kamara  
Deputy Regional Director 
151 Ellis Street 
Atlanta, GA 30303 
Tel.: (404) 979-9408 
Fax: (404) 589-2627 
Email: kamara@care.org 
Website: www.care.org  

Field Contact 
Eritrea  
David Gilmour, Country Director 
PO Box 6561 
Asmara 
Eritrea 
Tel.: 011-291-1-15-04-58 
Fax: 011-291-1-15-13-39 
Email: Gilmour@care.org.er 

 
Introduction to CARE   
CARE is one of the world's largest private international humanitarian organizations, 
committed to helping families in poor communities improve their lives and achieve 
lasting victories over poverty.  Founded in 1945 to provide relief to survivors of World 
War II, CARE quickly became a trusted vehicle for the compassion and generosity of 
millions. Our reach and mission have greatly evolved and expanded since. Today, CARE 
USA is a part of CARE International, a confederation of 11 CARE organizations that 
strives to be a global force and partner of choice within a worldwide movement dedicated 
to ending poverty. 
 
CARE in Eritrea 

  In Eritrea, CARE works in partnership with local NGOs and line ministries to provide 
services to the people affected by the war with Ethiopia and the widespread drought.  Our 
implementing partnerships are dynamic and flexible.  They are based on mutual respect 
and a common desire to contribute meaningfully to the national recovery and 
development effort in Eritrea.   CARE brings to each partnership expertise in capacity 
building and institutional strengthening, as well as specific programmatic technical 
expertise and resources. The local partners bring to the partnership knowledge of and 
linkages with communities and to government structures, as well as a strong commitment 
to the development of independent community organizations. 
 
Since commencing in September 2000, CARE has completed emergency humanitarian 
interventions in agriculture, logistics’ capacity, construction and reproductive health.  
The failure of the 2002, 2003 and 2004 harvests has resulted in another food security 
crisis in Eritrea.  CARE has responded by building national capacity to develop 
humanitarian information systems to improve the information available to manage 
humanitarian interventions in Eritrea.  This information complements our programs that 
are designed to address the underlying causes of food insecurity and to safeguard the 
livelihoods of vulnerable groups and households in the country.  Emergency 
humanitarian interventions to support farmers and pastoralists are part of an ongoing 
process.  The programs complement longer-term initiatives in small-scale enterprise 
development, food security/agriculture and women’s health. 
 
Sectors in which Programs in Eritrea Fall 
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• Disaster and Emergency Relief 
• Agriculture and Food Production 
• Reproductive Health 
 
Specific Locations of Projects and Programs 
Debub, Gash Barka, Maekel, Binbina and Mai Mine Zones 
 
Funding Sources 
OFDA, CIDA, and UK Embassy in Eritrea 
 
Cooperative Efforts with other Local, International or Governmental Agencies 
In Eritrea, CARE works in partnership with the local NGOs Vision Eritrea, Haben and 
the National Union of Eritrean Youth and Students (NUEYS).  CARE works with WFP 
and the Eritrean Relief and Rehabilitation Commission (ERREC) to develop Eritrean 
capacity in food security information systems, particularly vulnerability assessment, 
targeting, and monitoring of drought interventions.  CARE also works with WFP and the 
Ministry of Health to develop a comprehensive National Nutritutional Surveillance 
system that monitors national malnutrition rates throughout Eritrea.  
 
CARE in Ethiopia 
CARE operates a variety of programs in Ethiopia. Please contact Atlanta headquarters for 
details. 
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CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES  
 
US Contact 
Dan Griffin  
Regional Representative for East Africa 
Catholic Relief Services  
209 West Fayette Street  
Baltimore, MD 21201  
Tel: 410-951-7308  
Email: dgriffin@catholicrelief.org  
Website: www.catholicrelief.org  
 

Field Contact 
Ethiopia  
David Orth-Moore 
Country Representative 
Catholic Relief Services 
P.O. Box 6592 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
Tel: 251-1-653588 
Email: crs@crsethiopia.org.et  
 
Eritrea  
Nick Ford 
Country Representative 
Catholic Relief Services 
PO Box 8016 
Asmara, Eritrea 
Tel: 29-1-151282 
Email: nford@crseritrea.org  

 
Introduction to Catholic Relief Services (CRS)   
Catholic Relief Services was founded in 1943 by the Catholic Bishops of the United 
States to assist the poor and disadvantaged outside the country. It is administered by a 
Board of Bishops selected by the Episcopal Conference of the United States, and is 
staffed by men and women committed to the Catholic Church’s apostolate of helping 
those in need.  It maintains strict standards of efficiency and accountability. 
 
The fundamental motivating force in all activities of CRS is the Gospel of Jesus Christ as 
it pertains to the alleviation of human suffering, the development of people and the 
fostering of charity and justice in the world. The policies and programs of the agency 
reflect and express the teaching of the Catholic Church. At the same time, Catholic Relief 
Services assists persons on the basis of need, not creed, race or nationality. 
 
Catholic Relief Services gives active witness to the mandate of Jesus Christ to respond to 
human needs in the following ways: 
 

• Βy responding to victims of natural and man-made disaster; 
• Βy providing assistance to the poor and to alleviate their immediate needs; 
• Βy supporting self-help programs which involve people and communities in their 

own development; 
• Βy helping those it serves to restore and preserve their dignity and to realize their 

potential; 
• Βy collaborating with religious and non-sectarian persons and groups of good will 

in programs and projects which contribute to a more equitable society; and  
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• Βy helping to educate the people of the United States to fulfill their moral 
responsibilities in alleviating human suffering, removing its causes, and 
promoting social justice. 

 
Catholic Relief Services in Ethiopia 
CRS has been in Ethiopia since 1958. Its programs are geared towards the alleviation of 
human suffering in the country.  Since the drought years of the 1984/85, CRS has played 
a major role in assisting the victims of famine by distributing emergency food and 
providing medicines through the Joint Relief Partnership (JRP) which is comprised of the 
country's three main churches and two international organizations, namely, the Ethiopian 
Orthodox Church, the Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane-Yesus Church and the 
Ethiopian Catholic Church, as well as the Lutheran World Federation and CRS.  
 
CRS/Ethiopia continues to maintain a strong emergency capacity to respond to the 
frequent natural disasters such as drought, while balancing it with a variety of 
development programs. In 2002, CRS concluded a five-year Development Program, 
which aimed to improve agricultural production, soil conservation, maternal child health, 
and household income in targeted food insecure areas. Upon successful completion of 
this Program, CRS/Ethiopia submitted a new follow-on five-year Development 
Assistance Program (DAP) to USAID and obtained approval.   
 
The overall goal of the new DAP (2003-2007) is improved household food security, with 
a conceptual strategy based on an integrated watershed management (IWM) framework, 
which looks to integrate sectoral activities (agriculture, natural resource management, 
health and nutrition, and water and sanitation) within a given watershed in order to 
maximize impact on household food security. In addition, the DAP has a Safety Net 
component to respond to the needs of the poorest of the poor. 
 
Strategic Goals and Program Sector 
Based on an IWM framework, which focuses on the integration of sectoral activities 
(agriculture, natural resource management, health and nutrition, and water and sanitation) 
within a given watershed for maximum impact on household food security, the strategic 
goal of CRS/Ethiopia is to reduce the overwhelming poverty in Ethiopia by promoting 
food security and strengthening civil society.   
 
Under its development programs, CRS/Ethiopia has planned to reach a total of 129,226 
direct beneficiaries.  CRS’ main program areas/sectors are: 
 
! Agriculture/Natural Resource Management:  The sector's strategic goal is increased 

agricultural production of poor households in targeted watersheds.   
 

! Health/HIV/AIDS/Water and Sanitation: The sector’s strategic goal is improved 
health status of target communities in Ethiopia. Under this program, CRS and its 
partners work for improved Family Health, with a focus on women and children 
under 5 years old.  The water and sanitation activities also continue to be one of the 
main areas of intervention under this program.    
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! Micro Finance: The strategic goal of the sector is to alleviate poverty by responding 

to the financial needs of as many active poor as possible through an autonomous, 
sustainable microfinance institution.  CRS enhances this objective through 
Metemamen Micro Finance Institution (MMFI) which is managed and run by the 
Ethiopia Catholic Secretariat (ECS) and its Diocesan Branches.   

 
! Safety Net (SN)/Emergency Response: The strategic goal of the sector is to save the 

lives of those most affected by emergencies, to promote the dignity of the poor and 
vulnerable, and to reinforce social determination for development.  CRS implements 
Emergency Programs through the JRP.   

 
Special Concerns 
Amid repeated drought and famine, instability and increased HIV/AIDS prevalence, 
ensuring food security at the household level has been and continues to be a major 
challenge for CRS/Ethiopia.  The problem created by the recurrent drought is not just 
limited to hunger and malnutrition.  It has adversely affected all household assets and 
unavoidably, overall development of the country. This has called upon all stake holders – 
the Government, NGOs, Bilateral and Multilateral players – to review their strategies.   
 
Catholic Relief Services in Eritrea 
CRS has worked in Eritrea over the last 30 years (through the Addis Ababa office prior to 
independence) and established an office in Asmara in the early 1990s. CRS has extensive 
experience in emergency preparedness and response programming within Eritrea. 
CRS/Eritrea has over four years of emergency programming and food aid experience in 
Eritrea. CRS/Eritrea has developed close relationships with many partners, local and 
international, in its emergency response programs.  Specifically, CRS/Eritrea has 
extensive experience within Eritrea with agricultural recovery programs.  CRS/Eritrea 
was the lead agency for seed fairs that occurred from 2003 to 2004.  Key programming 
staff members, as well as local partners, in earlier programs still remain on the current 
staff; including national and international staff members.  Past experiences and careful 
review of lessons learned will be key to the success of the proposed activities. 
 
Strategic Goals and Program Sector 
The current objectives of CRS/Eritrea are to: 

• Develop capacity of local partners to implement effective programs 
• Work with key stakeholders to understand underlying causes of food insecurity 
• Increase resilience of food insecure families 
• Develop competent and skilled staff 
• Develop effective new programs and leverage new sources of funding  

 
Currently, CRS is actively involved in a number of sectors, including food security and 
nutrition, water and sanitation, agricultural recovery, reproductive health, girl’s 
education, HIV awareness, advocacy and partnership/capacity building. During Fiscal 
Year 2005, CRS Eritrea plans to begin implementing a three year Developmental Relief 
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Program (DRP) which will incorporate most of these sectors in one integrated approach.  
The goal of the DRP is to Increase Resilience of Food Insecure Communities.   
 
CRS will also continue with other programs not under the DRP which will be primarily 
pilot projects, implemented with local partners with hopes of using the documented 
positive impacts from the pilot projects as a leverage tool to access public funds for 
similar interventions in subsequent years. 
 
CRS currently works in conjunction with a number of local partners, including the 
Eritrean Catholic Secretariat, the Library Information Association of Eritrea, Bidho, as 
well as the respective line ministries (Ministry of Health, Ministry of Agriculture, Water 
Resource Department Ministry of Education, Ministry of Local Government, and the 
Eritrean Relief and Refugee Commission).  One area of program collaboration is the joint 
selection of field sites and joint project monitoring and evaluation.  
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CHRISTIAN CHILDREN’S FUND 
 
US Contact 
Toni Radler 
Christian Children’s Fund 
PO Box 26484 
Richmond, VA 23261-6484 
Tel: 804-756-2722 
E-mail: tlradler@ccfusa.org  
Website: www.christianchildrensfund.org  

Field Contact 
Abadi Amdu 
Acting National Director 
Christian Children's Fund 
PO Box 5545 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
Tel: 251 161 2865 
  

 
Introduction to Christian Children’s Fund (CCF)  
CCF is an international development organization, which assists 4.6 million children and 
families worldwide.  CCF is a non-sectarian humanitarian organization working for the 
survival, development and protection of children without regard to sex, race, creed or 
religious affiliation.  CCF works for the well-being of children by supporting locally led 
initiatives that strengthen families and communities, helping them overcome poverty and 
protect the rights of their children.  CCF programs are comprehensive – incorporating 
health, education, nutrition and livelihood interventions that sustainably protect, nurture 
and develop children.  CCF works in any environment where poverty, conflict and 
disaster threaten the well-being of children. 
 
Christian Children’s Fund in Ethiopia 
CCF has been assisting children and families in Ethiopia since 1972. CCF-Ethiopia 
focuses on fulfillment of the needs of a community through six program areas: 
emergency relief, family income generation, health and sanitation, nutrition, early 
childhood development (ECD) and education. Through its community-based approach 
CCF is able to provide services to children and families in communities throughout 
Ethiopia. CCF-Ethiopia has adjusted its programs as necessary to meet the needs of 
children and families affected by the drought and famine. The number of vulnerable 
people needing assistance has increased to 3.8 million. The following are specific 
interventions in Ethiopia focused on CCF’s six program areas. CCF-Ethiopia 
expenditures, most from private donors, exceeded $6 million in 2004. 
 
Emergency Relief (Drought and Famine) 
CCF-Ethiopia is recovering from the effects of the recent drought, however certain areas 
of the country have been negatively impacted by dry conditions. The Tigray region 
(northern Ethiopia) had complete crop failure and serious food and water shortages. In 
lowland areas of eastern and central Oromia, food security and nutrition conditions 
deteriorated for lack of rain.  The pastoral areas of Afar and Somolia regions had heavy 
rains that have improved pastures and water sources for livestock. hot spots were 
identified with undertaking child and family development intervention programs in the 
rural area of Oromia Region and Amhara Region. Significant effort has been made in the 
extension of appropriate agricultural technologies and information and in creating access 
to improved agricultural inputs and supplies.  84% of rural families in target areas were 
reached by CCF’s efforts in agricultural information and improved livestock breeds 
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compared to last year.  Beneficiary families have also started applying appropriate soil 
and water conservation practices such as tree planting and terracing crops. 
 
CCF-Ethiopia is addressing the food security crisis beyond the short-term emergency 
response, to designing long-term food security strategies as a complimentary program to 
the national food security strategy. To help improve long-term food security, CCF is 
providing rural farmers with agricultural training and oxen to pull plows, other livestock 
such as dairy cows, goats and sheep, and seeds and agricultural tools to work with. CCF 
is training rural farmers on modern agricultural production including bee keeping, sheep 
and goat breeding and vegetable production.  CCF is also providing training in different 
water harvesting techniques including the introduction of cisterns as a means of effective 
and efficient utilization of water resources.  32 cisterns were constructed and most 
targeted farmers using these methods can now afford to have green gardens, growing 
vegetables for family consumption as well as selling to local markets for income 
generation. In addition water distribution points, borehole wells, a spring and a reservoir 
for local communities were implemented by CCF.  
 
Nutrition 
In order to bring lasting solutions to the famine and food insecurity in its operational 
areas, CCF’s nutrition education programs are designed to address lasting solutions to 
reduce malnutrition and improve children’s lives. In the Senay area of Addis Ababa, CCF 
has introduced a community based nutrition program called HEARTH, where mothers 
receive practical training on food preparation and feeding of children. Mothers brought in 
locally available foods and were trained in preparing nutritious recipes and learning food 
values to be able to provide a more balanced diet for their malnourished children.  This 
nutrition education program will be implemented by CCF in other areas to address 
malnutrition of Ethiopia’s children for the longer term. 
 
Family Income Generation (Micro Enterprise Development) 
CCF-Ethiopia is working to ensure long lasting sustainability of program practices that 
enable families to produce income to support their children. Training has been conducted 
with farmers on appropriate crop husbandry practices, vegetable production and 
utilization, as well as small-scale irrigation techniques.  More than 25 cooperatives have 
been implemented by CCF in the Borchata, North Shoa, Golan, and Senay areas and local 
members trained on the basic principles of cooperatives and their operations.  
 
Vocational skills training was provided to more 1500 men, women and youth in areas 
such as mechanics, electrical work, bee keeping, vegetable production, food preparation, 
weaving, knitting and other income generating opportunities.   
 
In the Golan area 55 women received fuel-saving stoves and learned usage for local 
income generating opportunities. 
 
Health and Sanitation 
CCF-Ethiopia has been giving priority to Primary Health Care, blending essential health 
care services with community health action programs.  CCF has provided training to 
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communities on maternal and child health care, acute respiratory infections and diarrheal 
diseases, malaria and trachoma, HIV/AIDS, and basic health prevention program 
practices.   
 
HIV/AIDS is fast becoming one of the top two causes of death in Ethiopia. CCF is 
placing significant efforts on training communities in HIV/AIDS awareness, prevention 
and care for HIV/AIDS victims. Tuberculosis, that has a primary association with 
HIV/AIDS, has been the number one cause of death in CCF project areas accounting for 
numerous deaths among children and adults. CCF-Ethiopia has provided HIV/AIDS 
training to close to 10,000 community leaders, parents and youth on mainstreaming 
HIV/AIDS prevention and control activities in the communities where they live.  CCF is 
also aggressively addressing Malaria through anti-malarial spraying campaigns and 
distribution of mosquito nets to local communities. 
 
CCF-Ethiopia continues to improve environmental sanitation, access to health services 
and enhancement of health awareness programs throughout its operational areas. 
HIV/AIDS awareness/prevention training, polio immunizations, construction of safe 
water sources, environmental sanitation education campaigns, and basic health services 
including the construction of local health centers are recent program successes for CCF-
Ethiopia. 
 
Early Childhood Development (ECD) and Education 
Home-based ECD services continue for parents in CCF operational areas of 
Ethiopia. Parents received training in child development and child rearing practices in 
order to provide the best possible home environments for children. Children who 
participate in CCF-Ethiopia’s ECD program receive critical immunizations and mothers 
also are able to receive vaccinations to prevent disease and death. CCF supports 
preschools and training for childcare and development. 
 
CCF-Ethiopia education programs also include HIV/AIDS awareness, as well as literacy 
and numeric training programs for adults and construction of a new adult training center 
in Buee area.  CCF supports local education efforts by building new or expanding 
existing schools through renovations, such as libraries, and providing in-service teacher 
training programs. 
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CHRISTIAN REFORMED WORLD RELIEF COMMITTEE 
 
HQ Contact 
Jacob Kramer 
Relief Team Leader 
Christian Reformed World Relief 
Committee (CRWRC) 
3475 Mainway 
PO Box 5070 STN LCD 1 
Burlington, ON L7R 3Y8 
Canada 
Tel:  (905) 336-2920, Ext. 240 
Fax:  (905) 336-8344 
E-mail: kramerj@crcna.ca  
Website: www.crwrc.org  

Field Contact 
 (Please contact North American office) 

 
Introduction to Christian Reformed World Relief Committee 
(CRWRC)   
CRWRC's mission is that communities around the world in circumstances of injustice, 
poverty or disaster are transformed and improve their circumstances in sustainable ways.   
 
Christian Reformed World Relief Committee in Ethiopia 
CRWRC is working in collaboration with a Christian international NGO based in 
Ethiopia called Food for the Hungry International/Ethiopia (FHI/E).  FHI/E has worked 
in Ethiopia for a number of years, and CRWRC has collaborated with FHI/E over a 
number of years on different relief projects.  The current project takes place in the 
Amhara National Regional State in north-central Ethiopia.  More specifically it targets 
the Lay Gayint, Tach Gayint, and Simada woredas in South Gondar Zone.  Some 40,000 
people annually are receiving more than 3,000 metric tonnes (MT) of wheat in this three-
year project. 
  
This project is classified by the government of Ethiopia as being an Employment 
Generation Scheme project.  That means that it focuses on Food-For- Work (FFW) 
activities.  People are then paid in food for their work on community projects in the areas 
of soil conservation, water supply, access roads, etc.  The project also has a 
complementary nutrition component that tracks the health status of families as well as 
ensuring access to adequate micro-nutrients for sustained good health.   
  
As stated above, this is a three-year project and CRWRC is currently in year three.  The 
third and final shipment of 3,000 MT of wheat arrived in the country in June 2005.  On-
going FFW activities are underway this year and aspects of the nutritional programming 
are also happening.  CRWRC hopes to continue to work with FHI/E following the three-
year life of this project.  CRWRC and FHI/E are engaging in discussions around on-
going collaboration in the same woredas through a two year program (2006-2007) using 
the Productive Safety Net Program methodology.  It should be noted that CRWRC's 
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involvement is largely carried out through our membership in the Canadian Foodgrains 
Bank (CFGB).  It is through CFGB – and the strong support of our constituency - that 
CRWRC is able to program this food.  
 
In addition to these CRWRC-led initiatives in Ethiopia, CRWRC is supporting a partner 
agency in the following activities in Eritrea: 
     
CRWRC is supporting World Relief Canada in the provision of a supplementary feeding 
program being implemented by the Kale Hiwot Church of Eritrea. 
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CHURCH WORLD SERVICE 
 
US Contact 
Donna Derr, Associate Director 
Emergency Response Program 
110 Maryland Ave., NE, Suite 108 
Washington DC 20002 
Tel: 202 544-2350 
Fax: 202-546-6232 
Email: Dderr@churchworldservice.org 
Web site: www.churchworldservice.org 

Field Contact 
Please contact the Washington DC office 
 
 

 
Introduction to Church World Service  
Church World Service (CWS), founded in 1946, is the relief, development, and refugee 
assistance ministry of 36 Protestant, Orthodox, and Anglican denominations within the 
United States.  Working in partnership with local organizations in more than 80 
countries, CWS supports sustainable self-help development, meets emergency needs, aids 
refugees and addresses the root causes of poverty and powerlessness.  CWS provides 
assistance without regard to race, ethnicity, religion, political affiliation or gender. 
 
Through support including technical assistance, material aid and cash awards, CWS 
supports field offices and indigenous partners with a track record of accountability, 
integrity and long-term presence in the countries in which they work.  CWS works to 
ensure positive, and sustainable changes through emergency response, reconstruction and 
development programs. 
 
The mission statement of Church World Service is: Christians working together with 
partners to eradicate hunger and poverty and to promote peace and justice around the 
world. Statement of Purpose: Church World Service will achieve its mission by: 
Covenanting with and among member communions to work ecumenically; Witnessing to 
Christ's love with all people; Working in partnership worldwide across faiths and 
cultures; Promoting the dignity and rights of all people; Meeting the basic needs of 
people. 
 
 
Church World Service in Ethiopia and Eritrea 
Emergency Response 
Church World Service has long-standing ties with churches and ecumenical agencies in 
Ethiopia and Eritrea. CWS has responded to needs in the region as a member of the 
Action by Churches Together International network. Among the CWS partners in 
Ethiopia are the Ethiopian Orthodox Church, the Ethiopian Evangelical Church of 
Mekane Jesus and Norwegian Church Aid (NCA). 
 
In Eritrea, CWS is responding by supporting efforts of the Lutheran World 
Federation/World Service-Eritrea Program (LWF/WS-Eritrea), as well as Dutch Inter 
Church Aid (DIA) and NCA. These partner agencies are responding directly to the 
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problems of food shortages, water, shelter, restocking of livestock and also addressing the 
serious issue of HIV/AIDS.  
 
LWF/WS-ER is working with the Eritrean Relief and Refugee Commission (ERREC) 
and various government ministries to provide food grains to those affected by war and 
drought, as well as providing livestock, tents, drinking water. 
 
DIA, working with the Eritrean NGOs Solidarity Committee for Peace and Justice and 
Sudanese Humanitarian Relief Agency, is responding by providing plastic sheets and 
blankets, pots, utensils and water tanks and jerrycans to refugee households in western 
and northwestern Eritrea. 
 
NCA, working with the local NGO Haben, is developing a year-long program providing 
adequate water management and development assistance and developing an HIV/AIDS 
prevention and care program in southern Eritrea.  
 
In Ethiopia, partners are working with a number of Protestant, Catholic and Orthodox 
churches as part of a Joint Relief Partnership; the partnership has long-time experience 
implementing relief and rehabilitation activities in Ethiopia. CWS's model is to work 
cooperatively with other agencies, including church-related groups, local governments 
and international bodies. 
 
CWS-supported work is being conducted in 24 woredas - or districts - throughout 
Ethiopia. Emergency intervention in woredas in Ethiopia is being integrated with 
ongoing development programs to increase community capacities and reduce their 
vulnerability to future disaster. The overall goal of the CWS-supported program is to 
ensure household access to food and thus minimize the vulnerability to food insecurity. 
These programs incorporate elements of direct food aid and assistance for seeds, tools 
and livestock; they assist more than 330,000 people. 
 
CWS receives its funding mainly form public support and denominational funding. 
 
Special Concerns 
An ongoing concern and constraint is that Ethiopia and Eritrea have become additions 
to a growing list of countries in Africa that are experiencing dramatic food 
insecurities/crisis. Given limited resources this creates the necessity of prioritizing areas 
that all have populations very dramatically affected by lack of food. This lack of food 
also exacerbates other pre-existing health issues of the affected populations. 
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CONCERN WORLDWIDE 
 
US Contacts 
Dominic MacSorley 
Concern Worldwide 
104 East 40th Street, Room 903 
New York , NY 10016 
Tel: 212-557-8000 
E-Mail: dominic.macsorley@concern.net 
Website: www.concernusa.org  

Field Contact 
Ethiopia 
Carol Morgan, Country Director 
Postal Address: PO Box 2434 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
Tel: (2511)  61 17 30/610 955 
E-Mail: ethiopia.cd@concern.net 
  
Eritrea 
Janu Rao, Country Director 
Postal Address: PO Box 7718 
Asmara, Eritrea 
Tel: (2911) 20 1743 
E-Mail: info@concern.org.er 

 
Introduction to Concern Worldwide  
Concern Worldwide is a non-denominational, international humanitarian aid organization 
dedicated to the relief, assistance and advancement of the poorest in the least developed 
countries of the world.  The mission is to enable absolutely poor people to achieve major 
achievements in their lives, which are sustainable without ongoing support from Concern. 
To this end Concern engages in long-term development work, respond to emergencies 
and seek to address the root cause of poverty.  Concern works with the poor themselves 
and with local and international partners who share our vision to create just and peaceful 
societies where the poor can exercise their fundamental rights. 
 
Concern Worldwide in Ethiopia  
Concern Worldwide became involved in Ethiopia in 1974 and currently focuses its work 
in the following locations: Addis Ababa, SNNPR (Southern Nations, Nationalities and 
Peoples Regional State), Damot Weyde, Kalu and Dessie Zuria in South Wollo.  The 
programs are committed to contributing towards genuine and long lasting poverty 
alleviation through meaningful involvement of target groups and partners in activities 
that meet the real needs of the poor.  Concern works to strengthen the capacity of local 
institutions at all levels from households to government. Concern’s programs in Ethiopia 
include long term development interventions in both rural and urban areas, as well as 
emergency preparedness and response.  
 
Health 
In Kalu district in South Wollo, Concern commenced a 5-year program to expand 
effective health care systems, hygiene and nutrition service access and build technical 
and managerial capacity for sustainability working with local government partners and 
community groups.  The main activities include health education, training of health 
workers, strengthening of disease surveillance and epidemic response at facility based 
institution and community level. Direct beneficiaries include the whole population of 
Kalu Woreda approx. 238,214 (Woreda Ministry of Health 2003). However, the primary 
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beneficiaries are the under five population, 42,879 (18%), and women of child bearing 
age, 54,789 (23%).  
 
Nutrition 
During 2005 and 2006, Concern’s Community Based Therapeutic Care programs will 
continue in South Wollo and Wolayita Zones.  The objective of the program is two-fold: 

• To provide an emergency response to severe acute malnutrition at community 
level, giving high rates of coverage with effective treatment (including 
hospital admission where necessary) and building on local and national 
capacity 

• To build the capacity of the Woreda Ministry of Health, Woreda Council 
authorities and the community to implement the program by 2006, with 
minimal external support. 

 
The expected beneficiaries are 2,000 severely malnourished children under five years old.  
Beneficiaries will receive therapeutic food (plumpy nut), essential medicines and hospital 
admission, should they have serious medical complications.  Indirect beneficiaries will be 
the MoH whose capacity to identify and treat severe malnutrition will be enhanced.   Up 
to 3,500 community volunteers, who have been trained to screen and refer children to the 
program, will also benefit from training and capacity building. 
 
 
Livelihood Security 
The Concern Ethiopia program has a number of urban and rural livelihood projects which 
aim to address the root causes of urban poverty and rural food insecurity.  
 
Rural Projects 
South Wollo Zone in Amhara Region - The Kalu Food Security project, which began in 
early 2002, will continue through 2005. The project aims to improve access to food at 
community and household levels. Project activities include local government capacity 
building and institutional development, community capacity building, and provision of 
technical and material support. The outputs include improved food security, increased 
household income, and increased capacity of community groups and local government 
structures to manage development needs of the community. Around 228,816 people are 
expected to benefit from this project.  
 
Welaiyta in the Southern Nations, Nationalities & Peoples Region (SNNPR) - Concern is 
implementing a five year integrated livelihood program in Damot Weyde, which aims to 
address the livelihood development needs of around 200,000 people.  
 
We also plan to continue support to the livelihoods project implemented in partnership 
with WRDA, a local partner. The purpose of the project is to improve the livelihoods of 
poor people in selected kebeles in Damot Weyde. Project activities include provision of 
improved agricultural inputs and services, credit services and inputs for off-farm 
activities. The project is expected to improve the income of 4,040 poor people. 
Urban Projects 
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The Street Youth and Mothers Livelihood Promotion Project started in March 2003 as a 
second phase of the Vocational Skills and Government Support Project. In this phase the 
implementation strategy has changed, from being training to employment-oriented. Over 
160 clients will be linked to an established Micro Finance Institution in Addis Ababa and 
Concern will provide the seed capital for this high risk group. Training will also be 
provided but only if employment is guaranteed afterwards. This project will be handed 
over to a local NGO during 2005.  
 
The Strengthening Civil Society for Poverty Alleviation project aims to strengthen 
community based organizations to contribute to poverty reduction in Addis Ababa and 
supports twelve Iddirs (CBOs), with a total membership of 3,000 households to 
implement small community projects.  
 
The second phase of the Street Vendors Support Project, implemented in five Kebeles of 
Woreda 6, aims to contribute towards the improvement of the livelihood of 517 street 
vendors in Addis Ababa by working for the development of micro-enterprises. In 
addition to credit and savings schemes, this program strengthens cooperative networks, 
developing guidelines for the Bureau of Trade Industry and Tourism.  
 
Emergency Programs 
In addition to the Community-based Therapeutic Care emergency nutrition program 
addressing the food needs of severely malnourished children in 167 kebeles, in 2005 
Concern Ethiopia will incorporate a disaster preparedness component into all its rural 
programs. The country team will continue to build its capacity to respond to emergencies 
more effectively.  Three to four monthly nutrition surveys will be conducted in all 
operational rural areas to closely monitor the situation, and enable an appropriate 
response depending on the circumstances. 
 
Education 
Concern is committed to promoting the rights of the child. The purpose of the education 
program is to contribute to sustainable economic development and poverty alleviation 
through promotion of universal primary education, adult literacy and training for 
vulnerable women and children, through support to a local civil society organization. 
Most of the education program is implemented in partnership with local NGOs. 
 
During 2005, the education program plan is to complete the construction of four non-
formal education (NFE) centers working with ProPride and CHAD-ET in Addis Ababa, 
HORCO in the Amhara Region, and WDA in the SNNPR.  Furniture and equipment will 
be purchased for the schools. We will also continue to support the on-going programs in 
schools, libraries and centers; 5,055 children will attend the NFE, 600 mothers will 
receive credit, 768 women and young girls will attend the skills training program, and 
200 children will benefit from the tutorial program.  
 
HIV/AIDS 
Under Concern’s country strategic plan, HIV/AIDS is being mainstreamed into all our 
programming. Concern continues through its HIV/AIDS Unit to support eight local 



InterAction Member Activity Report for Ethiopia and Eritrea 
October 2005 

39

partners in Addis and in Kalu in South Wollo. While the main emphasis of the program is 
people living with and affected by HIV/AIDS, there is a strong emphasis on education 
and prevention. Main activities include home-based care, community based counseling, 
research, advocacy and information education and behavioral change activities, capacity 
building, educational support, and care and support for PLWHA and orphans. 
 
Funding Sources 
Concern’s annual 2005 budget for Ethiopia is estimated to be US $3.7 million. Key 
donors include ECHO, EU, DFID, USAID, Ireland Aid, UNICEF, APSO and Comic 
Relief. 
 
Future Plans 
Concern Ethiopia is currently implementing its 2003 to 2006 strategic plan, which is 
guiding our interventions in emergency, rehabilitation and longer-term development.  
Despite the challenges and energy devoted to addressing the current food security crisis, 
operations are progressively changing from that of direct implementation to working in 
partnership with local partners through facilitation, capacity building, technical support 
and transfer of resources. Programs incorporate policy and advocacy components as 
appropriate, and gender equity and HIV/AIDS are important components of all programs.  
 
Concern Worldwide in Eritrea 
Concern Worldwide became involved in Eritrea in August 2000, as a result of significant 
population displacement that occurred following the final stage of the 1998—2000 
Ethiopian/Eritrean war. The Eritrean Government appealed to the international 
community for assistance with the displacement and also with the ongoing drought, 
which had affected the Northern provinces for three years.  
 
Following field assessments in late 2002, Concern established emergency programs in 
Debub Zone, in southern Eritrea and Anseba Zone in the drought affected north. 
 

Concern began working with the communities and both the Ministries of Agriculture and 
Health to address immediate food needs. Building on the initial interventions, Concern 
has been gradually moving to a longer-term involvement in these areas with programs 
focused on livelihood security.  At the same time, however, Concern has been effectively 
responding to the ongoing food crisis through enhanced food security/nutrition 
interventions in our program areas.  
 
Food Security/ Nutrition 
Concern Eritrea has been implementing an emergency nutrition program in the three sub 
zones of Hagaz, Asmat and Habero in Anseba zone since 2001, in collaboration with the 
MoH.  The program objective since inception has been to reduce the global acute 
malnutrition rate to acceptable levels and to build the capacities of the MoH on nutrition 
related work.  Since then it has undertaken a number of interventions such as targeted as 
well as blanket supplementary feeding for children under five years, community 
education, growth monitoring, and conducting regular nutrition surveys.  The program 
beneficiaries will continue to be the children under five in the three sub zones 
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(approximately 14,000) and pregnant and lactating mothers, estimated at 3, 500.  In 
addition, MoH in the three sub zones and the zonal offices will also benefit from the 
various capacity building activities. 
 
In 2005, the Concern Eritrea program aims to build the capacity of MoH in nutritional 
interventions in Anseba Zone and contribute to the national nutritional surveillance 
system.  Work in 2005 also integrates the issue of malnutrition to the watershed and 
water and sanitation programs, which are addressing some of the chronic food, as well as 
non-food factors that are responsible for high rates of malnutrition. 
 
Livelihood Security 
In 2003, Concern Eritrea developed two identical three year proposals titled ‘Integrated 
Watershed and Community Development Program’, funded by Development 
Cooperation Ireland through MAPS.  These two programs are being implemented in the 
two zones of Anseba and Debub in collaboration with the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Ministry of Local Government (MoLG).  In 2005, the programs will continue to focus on 
the four sub zones, Adikeih and Senafe in Debub, and Habero and Asmat in Anseba, as 
per the initial proposal.  The program objective is to build the capacities of local 
institutions to secure their livelihoods in a sustainable manner.  The program activities 
include building and strengthening local institutions, undertaking various soil and water 
conservation measures, enhancing livestock and crop production and promoting 
alternative income generating activities that would decrease pressure on the scarce, 
complex and drought prone land resources. 
 
In all of the seventeen Kebabis (the lowest administrative units within the sub zones) 
where Concern is working, the MoLG has formed Kebabi Development Committees 
(KDC).  Concern is working with the KDCs on various developmental activities to 
improve the quality of life within the Kebabis.  Partnership programs include Village 
Seed Banks, Watershed Development Associations and Self Help Groups.  As part of its 
effort to promote alternative income generating activities, the program will also focus on 
identifying and developing the capacities of a cadre of professionals—masons, 
blacksmiths, carpenters, animal health workers and others who provide technical and 
skilled services to the communities so that the communities may become self-reliant in 
these areas of need. 
 
In addition, Concern Eritrea’s watershed program in Anseba will benefit 7,152 
households (approx. 35,325 individuals) in seven Kebabis, and the program in Debub 
Zone will benefit 6157 households (approx. 24,165 individuals) in ten Kebabis in 2005.  
 
Water and Sanitation 
Concern has been implementing water activities in Eritrea for the past two years.  The 
need for water in the program area is unquestionable, with only 2% of the population in 
Asmat and Habero having access to adequate amount of safe water (above 15 litres per 
person per day).  Water becomes an acute need during the dry months, but it is also a 
chronic need of the communities in both Anseba and Debub program areas.   
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To address acute and chronic shortages of drinking water, Concern recently constructed 
one micro-dam that can hold over 6,000 cubic meters of water, two hand dug wells in 
Anseba benefiting over 1,200 households and five boreholes in Debub zone benefiting 
4,200 households.  Concern also assisted in the formation of village Water Committees to 
oversee the maintenance of the water structures and coordinated trainings on hygiene and 
environmental sanitation. In Debub, the program plans to expand the water and sanitation 
program. This will further boost the work done under the livelihood security and nutrition 
programs and help in integrating the various programs at the community and beneficiary 
levels. 
 
Emergency Programs 
In 2005, Concern Eritrea is developing an emergency preparedness plan to reduce the 
impact of emergencies. The focus of the emergency preparedness work is in three sectors: 
livelihood security, nutrition and water and sanitation. Thus emergency preparedness is 
seen as an intervention that will augment the longer term interventions undertaken in 
these three areas. 
 
HIV/AIDS 
Mainstreaming HIV/AIDS throughout our existing programs is part of Concern Eritrea’s 
strategic plan for 2005. A special focus is being placed on the urban communities while 
also linking into existing livelihood support programs in rural areas.  
 
Funding Sources 
Concern annual 2005 budget for Eritrea is estimated at US$ 2.2 million. Key donors 
include ECHO, Ireland Aid, USAID and APSO.  
 
Future Plans 
Concern Eritrea plans a further continuation and consolidation of the work of the 
previous two years related to livelihood security and water and sanitation The nutrition 
programs will continue, owing to the impending drought, and focus on enhancing its 
capacity building initiatives with the MoH in nutrition related issues in Anseba Zone.  In 
addition, a focused approach to mainstream HIV/AIDS will be one of the features of 
future program planning.   
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FOOD FOR THE HUNGRY 
 
US Contact  
Michael Mulford 
Food Security Officer 
Food for the Hungry, Inc 
236 Massachusetts Ave., NE, Suite 305 
Washington, D.C.  20002 
Tel: (202) 547-0560 x108 
Fax: (202) 547-0523 
Website: www.fh.org 

Field Contact 
Please contact main office. 
 
 

 
Introduction to Food for the Hungry International (FHI) 
Food for the Hungry was founded in 1971 and helps some of the world's most 
disadvantaged people in 30 countries through child-development programs, agriculture 
and clean-water projects, health and nutrition programs, education, micro-enterprise loans 
and disaster relief. 
 
Food for the Hungry International in Ethiopia 
FHI/Ethiopia started operations in Ethiopia in 1985 with emergency relief. 
Since then it has been involved in relief, rehabilitation and developmental activities 
which focus on six main sectors: agricultural; natural resource management; water and 
sanitation; primary health care; education; and income generation.  It is FHI/Ethiopia's 
goal to build the capacity of households, communities and the government to enable them 
to progress toward a sustainable and productive future.  FHI/Ethiopia has delivered 
resources with a value of over 125 million USD to the needy people of Ethiopia during 
the last 18 years.   
 
FHI/Ethiopia's largest relief and development program has been implemented in the 
South Gondar Zone of the ANRS.  FHI/Ethiopia's activities in South 
Gondar have gone through a number of phases depending on local needs. The phases 
include: 1) relief and rehabilitation (1985 to 1989), 2) Title II funded development 
activities from 1991 to 2002, and 3) developmental relief activities based on the safety 
net approach since 2003.  The main activities have included; agriculture, soil and water 
conservation, agro/forestry, health and water programs, access roads, and capacity 
building of the local government.  
 
Currently, FHI/Ethiopia is managing development programs in four regional states 
ANRS, Southern Nations and Nationalities People's State, Oromia and 
Beneshangel.  These projects include capacity building of local partners, crop 
diversification, soil conservation, fodder development, irrigation, child development, 
animal health, potable water, HIV/AIDS prevention, care and support and road 
construction. 
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INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE OF RURAL RECONSTRUCTION 
 
US Contact  
Felicia Khan, Director 
International Institute of Rural Reconstruction 
333 East 38th Street 
New York, NY 10017 
Tel: 212-880-9147 
Fax: 212-880-9148 
Email: nyc.office@iirr-us.orgb 
Website: www.iirr.org 

Field Contact 
Ethiopia 
Lealem Brehanu 
National Program Coordinator 
PO Box 7931 
Addis Ababa 
Ethiopia 
Tel: (251-1) 664-420 to 22 
Fax: (251-1) 664-088 
Email: iirr@ethionet.et 

 
Introduction to International Institute of Rural Reconstruction (IIRR) 
The International Institute of Rural Reconstruction (IIRR) is a rural development 
organization with 80 years experience, working in Africa, Asia and Latin America.  IIRR 
promote people-centered development through capacity building for poor people and 
their communities, development organizations and agencies.   
 

• Through participatory approaches, IIRR builds capacities of communities and 
their organizations, encourages people-centered practices among other 
development organizations, and strengthens linkages between communities and 
their partners.   

• We share our experiences, from working with the communities, with development 
practitioners through training programs and publications.   

• We facilitate the sharing of field-tested knowledge from development 
organizations, which is useful in the fight against poverty.   

 
The main outputs are training courses and publications on development issues, and 
learning from the work with communities. 
 
International Institute of Rural Reconstruction in Ethiopia 
IIRR is working with development partners, governments and civil society organizations 
to build capacity of the people of Africa to improve their lives. Through training 
programs both in Ethiopia and Kenya, IIRR has trained Ethiopian development managers 
and government officials.  In Kenya, Ethiopia and Uganda, IIRR has established learning 
community programs in the areas of gender equity, food security, draught management, 
micro credit and reproductive health. Also, IIRR is working on strengthening capacities 
of local non-governmental organizations to enable them to play a more effective role in 
poverty eradication activities. 
 
Gender – Ethiopia, National program 
From the year 2000, IIRR has been working with local partner organizations in Ethiopia 
through the Gender and Leadership Decision-Making project to increase the participation 
of women in decision-making at all levels. The project employs a comprehensive strategy 
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that combines awareness creation through mass media and other channels with building 
the capacity of local partners to mainstream gender in their organizations and programs. 
The project targets policymakers, women leaders at all levels through partnerships with 
local NGOs working directly with communities, schools, and amateur theatre groups. 
Emphasis is put on promoting organizations to institutionalize gender in their work and 
on a cross-sectoral approach to programming. 
 
Accomplishments of the project include: 
# Promoting partnership with government, non-government and private organizations. 
# Developing a national framework for gender advocacy at Federal and Regional at the 

Zonal and Woreda levels. 
# Enabling partner organizations to internalise, value and practice gender equity in 

leadership and decision-making and to translate that commitment into practice. 
# Establishing mechanisms in schools to institutionalise gender awareness hence 

creating a platform for developing women for leadership. 
# Documenting gender best practices and strategies for promoting women’s 

advancement. 
# Developing and facilitating an integrated media coverage system for educating and 

developing gender equity. 
 
Family Planning – Learning Our Way Out (LOWO) 
IIRR has launched the LOWO project in Southern Ethiopia in 2001 seeking to promote 
an understanding about links between family size and poverty, and to create an 
environment that generates and supports a demand for contraceptive services as an 
integral part of community health and well being in a rural setting.   Specifically the 
project worked to help communities appreciate the need for family planning services, to 
facilitate interactive dialogue with communities, and to develop local resources to sustain 
family planning services. 
 
Accomplishments of the project include: 

• Developing a ‘dialogue guide’ for use by community facilitators which contrast 
the effects of large and small families on food security, women’s and children’s 
health, children’s education, HIV/AIDS and environmental degradation. 

• Training community facilitators to boost their confidence and motivation. By the 
third year of the project they had conducted over 6000 community dialogue 
sessions with community groups, women, men and couples, and now are they are 
practicing what they are teaching and are now involved in the leadership of other 
development efforts using the acquired facilitation skills. 

• Training government officials who have in turn sharpened their skills by 
attending different trainings organized by the project. 

• The demand for contraceptive services has increased from 11.5% in 2001 to 24% 
in 2004. 
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INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL CORPS 
 
US Contact  
Mr Rabih Torbay  
VP International Operations 
International Medical Corps 
1600 K St. NW, Suite 400 
Washington DC 20006 
Phone: +001-202-828-5155 
Fax: +001-202-828-5156 
E-mail: rtorbay@imcworldwide.org 
 
Mr Peter Medway 
Director International Operations 
International Medical Corps 
1919 Santa Monica Blvd., Suite 300 
Santa Monica, CA 90404 
Phone: +001-310-826-7800 
Fax: +001-310-442-6622 
E-mail: pmedway@imcworldwide.org 
 

Field Contact 
Ethiopia 
Seifu Woldeamanuel, Country Director 
International Medical Corps 
P.O.Box 2314 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia  
Phone: 00251-1-628564; alternate phone: 
638985; Fax: 628563 
email: swoldeamanuel@imcworldwide.org 
 
Eritrea 
Elhadi Abdalla Mohamed, Acting Country 
Director  
International Medical Corps 
Tira a Volo Street FAH 7453 
House No. 22 
P.O. Box: 7340 
Asmara, Eritrea 
Phone: 00291-1-123772 (Home);  
00291-1-151626 - 159509 (Office);  
00291-7-115165 (Mobile) 
Fax: 00291-1-151628 
Email: emohamed@imcworldwide.org  or  
imcch@eol.com.er 

 
Introduction to International Medical Corps (IMC) 
International Medical Corps is a global humanitarian non-profit organization with a 
mission to improve the quality of life through health interventions and related activities 
that build local capacity. 
 
International Medical Corps in Ethiopia 
Objectives in Ethiopia 
# To mitigate the effects of drought and subsequent food shortages through the 

establishment of community-based therapeutic care (CTC) programs for severely 
and moderately malnourished children; 

# To increase access to primary health care services including immunization coverage by 
implementing expanded program for immunization (EPI) services for children less than 
five years of age and women in their reproductive years;  

# To build the capacity of local health systems to provide emergency nutritional 
services when needed by establishing the Nutritional Early Warning System in 
sentinel sites within seven different districts; 

# To promote economic opportunities and improve support for health care services 
through livelihood recovery activities. 
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Sectors into which programs in Ethiopia fall  
Agriculture and Food Production 
Business Development, Cooperatives and Credit 
Disaster and Emergency Relief 
Education/Training 
Gender Issues/Women in Development 
Health Care 
 
Specific locations of projects or programs  
IMC has established CTC programs in two regions in Ethiopia: Oromia and the Southern 
Nations and Nationalities Peoples Region (SNNPR).  
 
In Oromia, IMC conducts CTC programs in 11 districts from a base office in West 
Hararghe. In the SNNPR, IMC conducts CTC programs in 5 districts.  
 
IMC is also conducting CTC, EPI and malaria prevention/treatment programs in the 
Borena Zone Dire district of Oromia.   
 
Funding source(s) 
OFDA; USAID’s Office of Food for Peace 
 
Scale of programs 
Total Beneficiaries: 2,459,521 
Total Budget: $2,508, 914 
 
Cooperative efforts  
IMC works in close collaboration with all INGOs, UN agencies and the government of 
Ethiopia. IMC's interventions are welcomed by the local government offices and the local 
communities it serves.  
 
Special concerns  
IMC-Ethiopia plans to expand current health care services to include HIV/AIDS, 
tuberculosis, and malaria prevention/treatment programs and will broaden programs to 
include additional livelihoods activities. 
 
 
International Medical Corps in Eritrea 
Objectives in Eritrea 
# To reduce the effects of medical/health emergencies occurring in southern and 

western Eritrea; 
# To increase access to primary health services to returning refugees and host 

communities in Gash Barka; 
# To improve the quality of primary health care services, especially nutrition and 

growth monitoring, provided by the Ministry of Health; 
# To increase access to economic opportunities and improve incomes for female-

headed households and community volunteers in Gash Barka;  
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# To improve access to clean water sources and to promote safe water use and 
sanitation in Debub; 

# To improve agriculture and food security infrastructures for drought and conflict- 
affected communities in Eritrea. 

 
Sectors into which programs in Eritrea fall  
Agriculture and Food Production 
Business Development, Cooperatives and Credit 
Disaster and Emergency Relief 
Education/Training 
Gender Issues/Women in Development 
Health Care 
Refugee and Migration Services 
Rural Development 
 
Specific locations of projects or programs 
Gash Barka Zone 

• Integrated Health, Food Security and Microfinance: Guluj, Tebeldia, Gergef, 
Gerenfit, Erekub, Meflech, and Aitera villages. 

• Livelihoods with Support for Women: Fanco, Fesco and Gerset villages. 
• Income-Generation with Support for Women: Dressa and Aklalat villages 

 
Debub Zone 

• Water and Sanitation Activities: Kuhli Zebi village. 
 
Funding source(s) 
Stichting Vluchteling;  
Jersey Overseas Aid; 
UK Foreign and Commonwealth Office  
 
Scale of programs  
Total Beneficiaries: 83,420 
Total Budget (including Gift-in-Kind): 1,458,882.00 
 
Cooperative efforts  
IMC coordinates its health and relief activities through the Ministry of Health (MoH), the 
Ministry of Agriculture and the Eritrean Relief and Refugee Commission (ERREC) to 
avoid duplication and overlap. IMC attends regular health coordination meetings 
organized by the MoH at the central level and coordination at the zonal level organized 
by NGOs active in Gash Barka. IMC is also an active participant in monthly General 
Humanitarian Coordination meetings held in Asmara and chaired by the UN Resident 
Coordinator and the ERREC Deputy Commissioner. IMC is a member of the Food 
Security Sectoral Working Group chaired by the Deputy Director of the Ministry of 
Agriculture. 
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IMC staff members meet regularly with UN security officials and UN military observers 
to monitor security in the Gash Barka and Debub Zones. IMC has developed specific 
security protocols and contingency plans appropriate to its areas of operations. IMC 
complies with the InterAction security guidelines. 
 
Special concerns 
Eritrea-Ethiopia border demarcation has been delayed and over 200,000 soldiers are yet 
to be demobilized causing serious shortages of skilled labor across all sectors of the 
Eritrean economy. Peace with Ethiopia will remain tenuous until the Eritrea-Ethiopia 
Boundary Commission's decision is finalized and fully implemented by both countries. A 
new proclamation issued in June 2005 regulating NGO activities is putting increased 
pressure on such agencies and threatens the continuing operation of several in Eritrea. A 
number of the proclamation provisions, if not amended, are expected to severely test 
NGOs in sourcing donor funding for multi-year projects.  
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INTERNATIONAL RESCUE COMMITTEE 
 

US Contact 
Semir Tanovic 
Program Manager, IRC Horn and East Africa 
Programs 
122 East 42nd Street, 12th Floor 
New York, NY 10168 
Tel: (212) 551-3069 
semir@theirc.org 

Field Contact 
Ethiopia 
David Murphy, Country Director 
Ras Dashen Building, 5th floor 
Bole Road 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
Tel: 251.1.63.67.35 
Fax: 251.1.61.36.50 
E-mail: ircethiopia@ethionet.et 
 
Eritrea  
Robert Warwick  
Country Director, IRC Eritrea 
PO Box 5680 
Asmara, Eritrea 
Tel: (+291) (1) 84335 
Mobile: (+291) 7133690  
irceritrea@gemel.com.er 

 
Introduction to International Rescue Committee (IRC) 
Founded in 1933, IRC is a nonsectarian, voluntary organization serving refugees and 
communities victimized by oppression or violent conflict worldwide.  IRC is committed 
to freedom, human dignity and self-reliance.  This commitment is reflected in emergency 
relief, rehabilitation, protection of human rights, post-conflict development, resettlement 
assistance and advocacy. 
 
International Rescue Committee in Ethiopia  
IRC Ethiopia's goal is to contribute to the improvement of the lives of refugees, and 
disaster-affected populations in Ethiopia.  Accordingly, IRC will respond to man-made or 
natural crises that might affect the country, or alternatively, respond to events that would 
produce a mass influx of people across Ethiopia's borders. 
 
Sectors  
Health (including RH, HIV/AIDS, VCT) 
Environmental Health (Water / Sanitation) 
Education (Formal, Non-Formal) 
Community Services (including vocational training and income-generation) 
Refugee services 
Agriculture (seed fairs, farmer field schools) 
Emergency Relief (water/sanitation) 
 
Specific locations of projects or programs 
Country Office:  
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
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Program Offices 
Sherkole Refugee Camp, Asosa Region, Benishangul-Gumuz Zone 
Yarenja Refugee Camp, Asosa Region, Benishangul-Gumuz Zone 
Shimelba Refugee Camp, East Tigray Region, Tigray Zone 
Kebrebeyah Refugee Camp, Jijiga Region, Somali Zone 
Asbe Teferi Town, West Hararghe Region, Oromia Zone 
 
Background 
The International Rescue Committee works in four zones of Ethiopia: Benishangul-
Gumuz (Sherkole and Yarenja Refugee Camps), Tigray (Shimelba Refugee Camp), 
Somali (Kebrebeyah Refugee Camp), and Oromia (Asbe Teferi) -- aiding refugees from 
regional wars, providing emergency assistance to drought affected areas in terms of 
water/sanitation and livelihood recovery, and education projects aimed at reducing child 
labor.   
 
Funding source(s) 
IRC receives funding from USBPRM, OFDA, USDoL, UNHCR, WFP, UNFPA, and 
private foundations. 
 
Scale of programs 
IRC currently serves approximately 38,000 refugees in 4 camps and around 200,000 
drought-affected Ethiopians. Program size in 2005 is approximately $5.5 million. 
 
Cooperative efforts  
IRC is UNHCR’s sole implementing partner in Yarenja and Kebrebeyah Camps and a 
major implementing partner in Sherkole and Shimelba Refugee Camps.  IRC works 
closely with government structures such as the Administration of Refugee and Returnee 
Affairs, the Disaster Prevention and Preparedness Commission, and all appropriate line 
ministries in various sectors, i.e. Rural Development Bureau, Water Bureaus, etc… 
 
Special concerns 
The two Sudanese refugee camps are located in very remote areas where access, 
transportation and logistics are very challenging. The Eritrean refugee camp in the north 
is not far from the Eritrean border, where there is a heavy military presence on both sides 
due to the ongoing tensions leftover from the 1998-2000 Ethio-Eritrean War. The Somali 
Refugee camp is located in Somali Region, which is also remote and borders 
Somalia/Somaliland, where unrest continues. In Asbe Teferi, IRC is working with 
drought-affected populations and faces no particular security concerns. In all regions, 
IRC has been able to implement activities smoothly. 
 
International Rescue Committee in Eritrea  
IRC Eritrea's overall program strategy is to promote self-reliance, reduce poverty, foster 
community participation, strengthen civil society, and contribute to conflict prevention 
and resolution while meeting immediate humanitarian needs. 
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Sectors into which programs in Eritrea fall 
Water, Sanitation and Hygiene  
Agriculture and Food Production 
Disaster and Emergency Relief 
Education/Training 
Gender Issues/Women in Development 
Health Care and Reproductive Health 
IDP, Refugee and Migration Services 
Rural Development 
Livelihoods 
 
Specific locations of projects or programs 
Debub and Gash Barka Regions, Eritrea 
 
Funding source(s)  
USAID, DFID, SV, OFDA, ECHO and private foundations 
 
Scale of programs  
56,000 direct and indirect beneficiaries with approximately $2.2 million USD  
 
Cooperative efforts  
IRC works closely with the Government of Eritrea including: ERREC (NGO Liaison 
Office); Ministry of Land, Water and Environment; Water Resource Department; 
Ministry of Health; Ministry of Education; Ministry of Agriculture; and local 
administrations. We are also negotiating partnership arrangements with the National 
Union of Eritrean Women. 
 
Special concerns  
The operating environment in Eritrea remains difficult due to restrictions by the 
Government of Eritrea including: INGO meetings and coordination (INGOs are not 
allowed to meet formally or informally in large groups), communications (only one cell 
phone per agency), travel (permits required for international staff traveling outside of 
Asmara and many CD’s have worked for more than 1 year without work permits), to 
name a few constraints. The Government of Eritrea recently came out with a 
proclamation requiring all INGOs to register with the government and have a minimum 
budget of US $2 million; this will greatly reduce the number of INGOs allowed to 
operate in Eritrea. In addition, INGOs are not permitted to access any UN funding.   
 
Despite these obstacles, IRC Eritrea has good working relations with Ministry of Land, 
Water and Environment, the Water Resources Department, the Ministry of Health, the 
Infrastructure Department in Zoba Debub, and local administrations. 
 
Landmines in areas bordering Ethiopia (including IRC field programs) remain a serious 
problem limiting access to services and prime agricultural land to hundreds of thousands 
of Eritreans.  
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JESUIT REFUGEE SERVICE  
 
US Contact 
Armando Borja 
1616 P Street NW Suite 300 
Washington, DC 20036 
Tel: 202-462-0400 
E-mail: aborja@jesuit.org  
Website: www.JesRef.org  

Field Contact 
Br. Stephen Power, SJ, 
Country Director 
Ethiopia Country Office 
PO Box 12474 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
Tel: 251 1 162 234 
Fax   251 1 654 830 
E-mail: Ethiopia@jrs.net  

 
Introduction to Jesuit Refugee Services  (JRS)      
JRS is an international Catholic organization, at work in more than 40 countries, which 
has a mission to accompany, serve and defend the rights of refugees and displaced 
people. Set up by the Society of Jesus (Jesuits) in 1980, JRS is a worldwide network of 
associates and institutions of this Catholic religious order. It serves refugees, offering 
them practical and spiritual support, according to their humanitarian needs, regardless of 
their beliefs. 
 
Jesuit Refugee Services in Ethiopia 
Even as some refugees returned home or resettled in third countries during the year, more 
refugees from all over the continent poured into Addis Ababa throughout 2004 mainly 
due to continued violence in Somalia and the DRC. During the year and in anticipation of 
successful conclusions to the Somali and Sudanese peace negotiations, registrations for 
repatriation were completed in two camps in western Ethiopia; in the other three, no 
preparations were made due to lingering insecurity. Repatriation of Somali refugees, 
some of whom have been in Ethiopia since 1988 continued from Aisha and Hartesheik 
camps in the East. An increase of refugees from Eritrea was also noted, rising from 85 in 
the first half of 2003 to 200 in October 2004. The majority of the new arrivals, aged 
between 18 and 35, were avoiding military service as increasing tension between 
Ethiopia and Eritrea in the latter half of 2004 instilled fear of a further outbreak of bloody 
conflict. 
 
Vulnerable groups (Wukro) 
The pilot programme, initiated in 2004, in Wukro, northern Ethiopia, works with 
displaced orphans and elderly people. Until 2003 the Government and the World Food 
Programme distributed food to vulnerable elderly and young people. In 2004, JRS 
provided financial support to the Missionaries of Africa to meet the education, health and 
nutrition needs of 500 orphans. They also supported the appointment of two social 
workers to accompany, counsel and provide general assistance to 53 orphans and to 
document the cases of 300 more. In conjunction with the local health centres, an 
HIV/AIDS assessment was carried out and an education programme developed to 
complement other HIV/AIDS awareness work in the region. 
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Community centre (Addis Ababa) 
The centre provides education, counseling, income-generation opportunities, childcare, 
recreation facilities and other related support services to assist refugees. 
Achievements/beneficiaries 

• Provided emergency assistance to 86 individuals and medical referrals to 23 
others 

• Conducted an HIV/AIDS workshop for 30 participants and provided counseling 
services to others found to be HIV positive 

• Held sports competitions to promote better inter-ethnic relations for 50 
participants 

• Provided weekly music courses for 15 students 
• Provided computer courses for 52, and an internet service attracting about 13 

refugees per day 
• Weekly language classes for 34 participants 
• Provided six refugees with loans to begin small businesses 
• Day care services were extended to the families of 75 children 

 
Rehabilitation (Addis Ababa) 
This project, started in 1998, to help displaced Ethiopians make the transition to 
independent living after the Government began to close the camps in 2002. It provided 
material assistance to 300 families and a 10-day basic Business Training workshop was 
conducted for 166 people. 
 
Emergency assistance programme (Addis Ababa) 
Since 1997, this programme has provided emergency assistance to asylum seekers and 
refugees who continue to flee civil war, persecution and violence. Last year it provided 
517 individuals with material and travel assistance. 
Achievements/beneficiaries 

• Provided material and travel assistance (to over 500 individuals), and advocacy 
support and basic counseling services to newly arrived asylum seekers 

• Visited 10 asylum seekers in detention and advocated for their release and fair 
treatment 

• Referred 1,800 refugees to medical clinics and hospitals 
• Assisted six youths with school fees and materials 
• Organized weekly prayer and support forum for 35 refugees 
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LATTER DAY SAINTS CHARITIES 
 
US Contact 
Garry R. Flake 
50 East North Temple 
Salt Lake City Utah 84150 
Tel: 801-240-3022 
Fax 801-240-1964 
E-mail FlakeGR@ldschurch.org  

Field Contact 
Please contact Utah office.  

 
Introduction to Latter Day Saints Charities     
Latter-day Saint Charities (LDSC), a private voluntary organization sponsored by The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, provides life-sustaining resources in 
emergencies, helps families become self-reliant, and offers opportunities for giving and 
service to people of all faiths and nationalities. 
 
Latter Day Saints Charities in Ethiopia 
Latter-day Saint Charities continues to provide supplemental feeding formula to tens of 
thousands of children under 5 years of age and pregnant and lactating mothers who are 
the most vulnerable to the severe drought situation in Ethiopia. In addition to 5,000 tons 
previously provided, another 440,000 pounds will be proved in 2005 Project Mercy in 
close coordination with the government of Ethiopia. The value of this initiative, which is 
derived from donations to Latter-day Saint Charities, is over $3 million dollars.  
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LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF 
 
US Contact 
Hugh Ivory 
Humanitarian Response Manager for Africa 
Lutheran World Relief 
700 Light St. 
Baltimore, MD 21230  
Tel: 410-230-2820 
Email: hivory@lwr.org   
Website: www.lwr.org  

Field Contact 
Please contact the Baltimore office 

 
Introduction to Lutheran World Relief (LWR) 
Lutheran World Relief (LWR) works with partners in 50 countries to help people grow 
food, improve health, strengthen communities, end conflict, build livelihoods, and 
recover from disasters. 
 
Lutheran World Relief in Eritrea  
Through the Action by Churches International alliance, LWR is responding to the 
deteriorating food security situation in Eritrea and the conditions of IDPs in the southern 
part of the country.  Programming is occurring in the Maekel, Anseba, Debub, and Gash 
Barka regions.  Approximately 40,000 beneficiaries will be reached through food aid, 
supplementary feeding, and water supply activities.  The program will save and sustain 
the lives of the war and drought affected population with the provision of food aid, clean 
drinking water and shelter; provide supplementary feeding for severely malnourished 
groups such as children under five, pregnant and lactating mothers; and strengthen the 
coping mechanisms, reduce dependency and improve the food security of the most 
vulnerable women headed families. 
 
Additionally, LWR is sending three 40-foot containers of quilts, blankets, sewing, school, 
and health kits, layettes, and soap to its partner, Lutheran World Federation/World 
Service.  The items will be distributed to approximately 13,000 IDPs in camps in two 
southern districts bordering Ethiopia - Debub and Gash Barka.   



InterAction Member Activity Report for Ethiopia and Eritrea 
October 2005 

56

MERCY CORPS 
 
US Contact 
Nicole Demestihas 
Senior Program Officer, Africa 
Mercy Corps 
3015 SW First Ave 
Portland, OR 97201 
Phone 503-796-6800 x260 
ndemestihas@mercycorps.org  
 
Nathan Oetting 
Assistant Program Officer, Africa 
Mercy Corps 
3015 SW First Ave 
Portland, OR 97201 
Phone 503-796-6800 x266 
noetting@mercycorps.org  
 

Field Contact 
Ethiopia 
Tom Hensleigh, Country Director  
Mark Ferdig, Deputy Country Director 
Mercy Corps Ethiopia 
PO Box 14319 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
Phone 251-16-93-37, or 251-(1)16-99-12 
thensleigh@ethionet.et  
mercycorps@ethionet.et 
 
Eritrea 
Josh Dewald, Deputy Director 
Mercy Corps Eritrea 
172-9 No. 20 
Asmara, Eritrea 
Phone 2911-20-28-96, or 2911-20-28-98 
jdewald@er.mercycorps.org 

 
Introduction to Mercy Corps  
Mercy Corps works amid disasters, conflicts, chronic poverty and instability to unleash 
the potential of people who can win against impossible odds. Since 1979, Mercy Corps 
has provided $1 billion in assistance to people in 81 nations. Currently, the organization's 
2,100 staff worldwide reach 7 million people in more than 35 countries. Over 
92 percent of the agency's resources are allocated directly to programs that help those in 
need. For more information, visit www.mercycorps.org. 
 
Mercy Corps in Ethiopia  
In May 2004, Mercy Corps re-established its presence in Ethiopia with the strategic 
vision to develop and implement programs that meet the relief and development needs of 
Ethiopian families by concentrating on strengthening livelihood resiliency and preventing 
conflict. Currently, Mercy Corps has two programs operating in Ethiopia valued at $2.3 
million. The West Harage Livestock Program focuses specifically in the areas of drought 
relief, recovery and mitigation, and operates in four local communities (Daro Labu, 
Mi’esso, Boke and GubaKoricha). The second program, The Conflict Resolution 
Program in the Southern Nations, Nationalities and People’s Region (SNNPR), is located 
in Southern Ethiopia and seeks to increase peace and security in ten focus woredas 
(districts) in the region. 
 
In the last year, Mercy Corps’ West Hararghe Livestock Program directly benefited 
approximately 43,408 individuals and indirectly benefited 238,451, primarily through the 
livestock vaccination campaign and a participatory methodologies training. The Conflict 
Resolution Program in SNNPR is estimated to include 40,618 direct beneficiaries and 
over 700,000 indirect beneficiaries.   
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Mercy Corps Ethiopia is partially funded by USAID and OFDA and works in partnership 
with government officials, animal health technicians, community leaders, civil society 
and community-based organizations, including the West Hararghe Bureau of Agriculture 
and Agri-Service Ethiopia. 
 
Mercy Corps in Eritrea  
Mercy Corps has operated in Eritrea in various capacities for nearly 20 years. Currently, 
Mercy Corps Eritrea has a fully integrated program the focuses on education, community 
development, food aid, nutrition, water resource management and agriculture. The 
strategic goal for 2005 seeks to develop and implement projects that meet the relief and 
development needs of Eritrean families in the Northern Red Sea region and Anseba 
Zones. In 2006, Mercy Corps will also seek to meet the relief needs and empower the 
vulnerable communities in the Northern Red Sea and Anseba Zones to maintain their 
livelihoods and transition towards sustainable development. 
  
Over the last year, Mercy Corps’ programs have benefited over 300,000 direct 
beneficiaries, which included 200,000 food aid beneficiaries, 60,000 primary school 
children, 10,000 pastoralists and 40,000 water resource beneficiaries. In 2005, Mercy 
Corps obtained two multi-year development relief grants valuing over $44 million which 
seeks to empower vulnerable communities to identify, implement and manage livelihood-
supporting projects as well as to maintain or improve human capital in the face of 
recurrent drought and economic challenges.     
 
Mercy Corps Eritrea receives funding from various donors, including USDA, USAID, 
and DFID, and works in partnership with government counterparts, private sector 
partners, community-based organizations, research institutions and a local NGO called 
Vision Eritrea. 
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NEAR EAST FOUNDATION 
 
US Contact 
Andrea M. Couture, Development Officer 
Near East Foundation 
90 Broad Street, 15th Floor 
New York, NY 10004 
Tel: (212) 425-2205 ext. 17 
acouture@neareast.org 
 

Field Contact 
Roger A. Hardister, Regional Director 
Near East Foundation 
93 Kaser El El-Shams Building, 1st Floor,  
Apt. 7 
11461, Cairo, EGYPT 
Tel: (202) 794-4726;4965;4461 
nef-rg.dir@neareast.org; 
rhadister@neareast.org 

 
Introduction to Near East Foundation 
The Near East Foundation helps people in the Middle East and Africa build the future 
they envision for themselves. 
 
Near East Foundation in Ethiopia 
Near East Foundation’s mission in Ethiopia is to work within and support a new, 
previously approved Integrated Development Project now being executed by Progynist, 
an Ethiopian NGP based in Addis Ababa.  The project’s wide variety of activities 
include:  rural sanitation and clean-up, community-based and reproductive healthcare, 
basic and girls’ education, advocacy in support of special interests, income-generation 
and poverty reduction, natural resources management, water utilization, and enhanced 
gender relations.  The role of the Near East Foundation is to provide technical support 
and assistance to Progynist and its partners in the development and implementation of the 
project.  This includes working with partner agencies to enhance project planning, 
mobilize funds, expand institutional capabilities, and assure maximum learning to inform 
all future efforts.  The project’s objectives, location, enthusiastic local leadership, and 
local government involvement provide the Near East Foundation with an opportunity for 
new and creative approaches to project development and financing, potentials for 
increased community participation, leadership development, and later expansion of 
project activities both within and beyond the initial project area.  These could positively 
affect local development as well as the planning and implementation of future local 
development. 
 
Sectors into which program in Ethiopia fall 
Agriculture and Food Production 
Business Development, Cooperatives and Credit 
Education/Training 
Gender Issues/Women in Development 
Health Care 
Rural Develop 
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Specific locations of projects or programs 
In Ethiopia—Mescan/Mareko Woreda within the Gurage Zone, Butajira, capital of the 
Woreda and site of the local Administrative Council, line ministries and the Gurage Zone 
Development Association, 200 km south of Addis Ababa 
 
Funding sources 
Multiple 
 
Scale of programs 
Program in start up phase 
 
Cooperative efforts with other local, international, or governmental agencies 
Partnering with Ethiopian NGP Progynist, local government bodies including local and 
village councils, and community-base organizations. 
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OXFAM AMERICA 
 
US Contact 
Michael Delaney 
Director of Humanitarian Assistance 
Oxfam America 
26 West Street 
Boston, MA 02111 
Tel: 617-728-2524 
mdelaney@oxfamamerica.org 

Field Contact 
Abera Tola 
Horn of Africa Regional Director 
PO Box 25779/1000  
Addis Ababa  
Ethiopia 
Tel: 251-1-63-92-05 
atola@oxfamamerica.org 

 
Introduction to Oxfam America 
Oxfam America is an international development and relief agency dedicated to creating 
lasting solutions to hunger, poverty, and social injustice around the world. Oxfam 
collaborates with local organizations to help people identify and address the root causes 
of poverty. The agency provides financial, technical, and networking assistance that 
supports community development initiatives. Oxfam also campaigns for change. Oxfam’s 
community involvement forms the basis of its advocacy work, through which the agency 
challenges national and international laws and policies that reinforce poverty. 
 
Oxfam America in Ethiopia 
Oxfam America has been working in the Horn of Africa region since the famine of 1984, 
partnering with local organizations in the areas of livelihoods, peace building, 
humanitarian assistance, and advocacy.  This year, the agency programs will include $1.5 
million in support of 13 partners who are working on water supply and small-scale 
irrigation projects, coffee issues, peace building, and humanitarian emergencies. These 
partners are located in the Oromiya, Amhara, Afar, Gambella, Tigray, and SNNPR 
regions. Approximately 101,484 people will benefit from improved access to water for 
consumption, cooking, bathing, and for their livestock. These livelihoods projects are 
aimed at ensuring food security by increasing production and enhancing income. 
 
In response to this year’s joint appeal for emergency assistance, the agency has provided 
assistance to people made vulnerable by drought and conflict. In February, Oxfam 
America responded with an emergency livestock health program in drought-afflicted 
Afar, treating 410,000 animals to help protect the livelihoods of more than 20,000 people. 
 
The Gambella region continues to be an Oxfam America priority following the December 
2003 conflict. The agency is working with three partners in that region to provide seeds 
and farm tools, and rehabilitate homes.  Oxfam America is also funding indigenous peace 
building initiatives. More than 9,500 households in six districts in Gambella are 
participating in the programs. 
 
In the flood-affected Somali region, Oxfam America worked with Oxfam Great Britain to 
supply emergency household items for 3,660 people in Harshin, an Oxfam project area. 
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In conflict-prone areas of southern Ethiopia, Oxfam America and its local partner 
Research Center for Civic and Human Rights Education were able to form peace councils 
comprised of all warring ethnic groups in the area. As a result, the ethnic conflict 
between Boren (Oromo) and Garri (Somali) in Moyale and Negele areas was 
significantly reduced and people have started leading normal lives. Traditional peace-
building mechanisms of the people in the conflict areas were nurtured and became 
important tools for building sustainable peace.  
 
Oxfam America is also helping to promote a stronger civil society in the country. 
Through Oxfam International’s Make Trade Fair Campaign, Oxfam America, its 
affiliates and partners, which are made up of coffee farmer cooperatives, government 
ministries, and students, launched a coffee campaign and a global petition called the Big 
Noise. More than two million signatures were collected. Their goal is to make trade rules 
more fair, including for Ethiopian coffee farmers.   
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PACT, INC.  
 
US Contact 
Joan Leavitt 
Senior Program Officer 
Pact HQ 
1200 18th St. NW Suite 350 
Washington DC 20036 
Tel: 202.466.5666 
jleavitt@pacthq.org 
http://www.pactworld.org/ 

Field Contact 
Leslie Mitchell 
Country Representative 
Pact Ethiopia                                                         
Post Office Box 13180                                         
Addis Ababa                                                   
Ethiopia 
Tel: 251.1.614.800 
leslie@pactet.org 
www.pactet.org 

 
Introduction to Pact 
Pact's mission is to help build strong communities globally that provide people with an 
opportunity to earn a dignified living, raise healthy families, and participate in democratic 
life. Pact achieves this by strengthening the capacity of grassroots organizations, 
coalitions and networks and by forging linkages among government, business and the 
citizen sectors to achieve social, economic and environmental justice. 
 
Pact in Ethiopia 
Pact's mission in Ethiopia is to strengthen Ethiopian civil society by building the capacity 
of individual NGOs to carry out effective programs, by supporting NGO umbrella and 
networking groups to be proactive in representing and supporting their members, and by 
facilitating the creation of an enabling environment in which NGOs are able to work 
collaboratively with government on policy and development projects.  
 
Pact began working in Ethiopia in 1995 under a grant from USAID to strengthen the 
NGO sector. At that time, the NGO sector as a whole was small, disorganized, and 
marginal to the country’s vast developmental challenges. The sector enjoyed scant 
recognition from the new government and was viewed as an object of suspicion by the 
nation’s media and the public at large. International donors had virtually no engagement 
with local NGOs doing development work. Since 1995, Pact has worked with over 80 
local NGOs, and has seen the sector grow in maturity and play a significant role as a 
partner with the national government in helping to foster the country’s social and 
economic development. NGOs now spearhead efforts in food security, conflict 
resolution, HIV/AIDS prevention, alternative education, orphans and vulnerable children, 
and election monitoring, among others.   
 
Today, Pact is working in a variety of sectors in Ethiopia including: gender issues/women 
in development, health care, education, and conflict resolution. Programs in these areas 
include, but are not limited to, the following: 
 
Gender Issues 
Pact Ethiopia signed a three year agreement with the Swedish International Development 
Agency (Sida) to implement the Metabar program seeking to provide local CSO/NGOs 
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with the financial, technical and organizational capability to implement sound, effective 
and efficient projects in HIV/AIDS, reproductive health, gender and advocacy against 
Female Genital Mutilation (FGM).  WORTH, Pact’s women’s empowerment program, is 
integrated into Metabar and focuses on strengthening women’s economic standing and 
confidence through literacy.  WORTH has developed a series of materials in English, and 
Pact Ethiopia has taken these documents that focus on basic literacy and math, while at 
the same time educating women on how to run a village bank, and has begun to translate 
them into the two primary local languages of Amharic and Oromiffa.   
 
Health Care 
Pact Ethiopia has been intricately involved in supporting local health activities 
contributing to the expansion and strengthening of community responses to HIVAIDS by 
NGOs, CBOs, church groups and organizations of people living with HIV/AIDS in 
Ethiopia.  For example, Pact is providing the Ethiopian Muslims’ Development Agency 
(EMDA) with training and technical assistance in organizational development to enable 
EMDA to become a more professionally, adept, and mature organization that is able to 
effectively carry out HIV/AIDS projects, specifically those funded under the President’s 
Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR).   
 
Pact Ethiopia has been awarded a five-year USAID Cooperative Agreement under 
PEPFAR to implement Y-CHOICES (Youth and Children with Health Options Involving 
Community Engagement Strategies), an innovative approach to behavior change that 
focuses on community involvement to help children and youth make educated choices 
about behaviors that affect their health.  This program has three specific objectives: to 
promote decreased sexual activities among youth, families and communities through the 
provision of skills-based knowledge and capacity for youth; to scale-up and expand 
community focused programs for communication education, behavior change and 
reduction of HIV transmission targeting youth; and to improve and strengthen the 
environment for family discourse on social issues critical to HIV prevention by youth and 
their communities.  
 
Education and Training  
Pact’s TEACH initiative, (a five-year USAID funded Cooperative Agreement) seeks to 
increase the educational attainment of both children and adults in disadvantaged areas 
and to improve the capacity of Woreda Education Offices to manage non-formal 
programs.  The initiative- Transforming Education for Adults and Children in the 
Hinterlands (TEACH)- represents the first comprehensive investment by USAID to 
address the educational demands of the disadvantaged and previously un-reached 
communities in Ethiopia through flexible educational approaches.  TEACH will work 
with local partners, community members, and education officials at all levels of 
government to provide innovative, effective alternative and non-formal methods of 
education to underserved and marginalized populations across Ethiopia.  Through new 
and expanded Alternative Basic Education Centers, the TEACH program will reach 
275,000 children (at least 40% girls) who previously lacked access to high-quality 
primary education facilities.  Additionally, TEACH will implement adult functional 
literacy programs in 550 ABECs, reaching 220,000 adults.   
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The Ambassador's Girls Scholarship Program has been instrumental in supporting girls' 
education by providing financial assistance to girls with good academic performance who 
would otherwise not be able to continue their education due to their families' poverty.  
USAID/Ethiopia awarded Pact Ethiopia a contract using Education for Development and 
Democracy Initiative funds to implement AGSP through the Forum for African Women 
Educationalists Ethiopian chapter to promote greater gender equity in Ethiopia by 
providing scholarship stipends to high-performing female students from low-income 
families, offering them increased opportunities to enter vocations or universities and by 
providing tutorial services to foster higher academic performance.  The AGSP Program 
has been extended through August 2005 under a contract between the Academy for 
Educational Development and Pact.   
 
Conflict Resolution 
Pact Ethiopia has been awarded a Cooperative Agreement by USAID/Ethiopia to support 
the Restoration of Community Stability in the Gambella region of Ethiopia. Through this 
agreement, Pact plans to work closely with local peace actors to build upon and to 
enhance their capacities to reduce the incidence of violent conflict and to promote 
opportunities and constituencies for dialogue and sustained peaceful coexistence.    
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PATHFINDER INTERNATIONAL 
 
US Contact 
Jodi Ansel 
Senior Program Officer 
Pathfinder International 
9 Galen St. Suite 217  
Watertown, MA 02472 
Tel: 617 924-7200 
Fax: 617-924-3833  
Email: jansel@pathfind.org   
Website: www.pathfind.org  

Field Contact 
Tilahun Giday 
Country Representative 
Pathfinder International 
PO Box 12655 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
Tel: 251 1 613330 
Fax: 251 1 614209 
Email: tgiday@pathfind.org  

 
Introduction to Pathfinder International 
Pathfinder believes that reproductive health is a basic human right.  By choosing the 
timing and number of their pregnancies, women can significantly improve their lives and 
those of their children and families, and the welfare of their communities. 

 
Pathfinder provides women, men, and adolescents throughout the developing world with 
access to quality family planning information and services.   Further, Pathfinder works to 
halt the spread of HIV/AIDS and provide care and support for people living with the 
virus.  In the US and abroad, Pathfinder advocates for sound reproductive health and 
family planning policies that will advance the well-being of families in developing 
countries everywhere. 
 
Pathfinder International in Ethiopia 
Pathfinder International/Ethiopia seeks to improve access to and use of affordable, high 
quality family planning and reproductive health services, including HIV prevention, care 
and support services.  
 
Pathfinder works to improve integrated services through traditional and alternative 
service delivery mechanisms, including community-based services. Pathfinder 
collaborates with local Implementing Partner Organizations to build community-based 
health care service delivery and management systems.  Pathfinder’s recent work has 
focused on widely expanding RH/FP service delivery and training in the regions of 
Amhara; Oromia; South Nations, Nationalities and Peoples Region; and Tigray.  
Particular focus has been on promoting gender equity and women’s empowerment, 
expanding the integration of HIV/AIDS prevention and care with RH/FP training and 
service delivery, and on expanding services targeted specifically to the RH and sexuality 
needs of youth. 
 
(Note: Pathfinder does not currently work in Eritrea.) 
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Sectors into which programs in Ethiopia fall 
• Reproductive Health (including HIV prevention, care and support) 
• Education/Training 
• Gender Issues 

 
Specific locations of projects or programs 
The 4 regions of Amhara, Oromia, SNNPR, and Tigray, which is where roughly 85% of 
the population resides. 
 
Funding source(s)  

• United States Agency for International Development (USAID) 
• The David and Lucile Packard Foundation 
• Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA) 
• UNICEF 

 
Scale of programs  
Ongoing programs are as follows: 

• USAID Cooperative Agreement:  FP/RH Project ($22.5 million over 5 years) 
• Packard Foundation: Private Sector Initiative, Adolescent Reproductive 

Health Activities, Women’s Empowerment, and Organizational Support for 
CORHA; (total of $2.5 million over 3 years) 

• SIDA Agreement:  HIV/AIDS Care and Support Project ($4.3 million over 4 
years) 

• UNICEF Award:  (varies) 
 
Cooperative efforts with other local, international, or governmental agencies 
Pathfinder works with government agencies at the national, regional, woreda (district) 
and village level.  The organization has been instrumental in promoting coordination 
amongst community leaders at the district level through Woreda Action Committees.  
Pathfinder works with close to 50 local implementing partners comprised of NGOs and 
CBOs; 120 for-profit, private sector clinics located throughout the country; and works 
closely with the Consortium of Reproductive Health Agencies of Ethiopia (CORHA), 
which serves as an umbrella organization to help coordinate RH/FP activities in the 
country.  Further, Pathfinder coordinates with the other international organizations based 
in Ethiopia. 
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SAVE THE CHILDREN USA 
 
US Contact 
David Bourns, Africa Operations Manager  
Save the Children Federation Inc. 
54 Wilton Road 
Westport, CT. 06880 
Tel: 203-221-4086 
Website: www.savethechildren.org 

Field Contacts 
Chris Conrad, Field Office Director 
Margaret Schuler, Deputy Field Office 
Director 
Save the Children USA 
Ethiopia Field Office   
PO Box 387 
Woreda 23, Kebele 13 
Between Nur Salaam College and Besret 
Gebriel Church 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
Tel: 251-1-72-84-55 
Fax (011) 251-1-72-80-45 

 
Introduction to Save the Children USA   
Save the Children is the leading independent organization creating real and lasting 
change for children in need in the United States and around the world. It is a member of 
the International Save the Children Alliance, comprising 27 national Save the Children 
organizations working in more than 100 countries to ensure the well-being of children.  
 
Save the Children USA in Ethiopia  
Save the Children in Ethiopia continues to confront many of the same development 
challenges that the organization and its partners have been facing for the past several 
years: chronic poverty and food insecurity; poor health; a growing HIV/AIDS crisis; and 
under performance in the education sector.  In recent months the situation has been 
complicated by political instability in the aftermath of national elections in May.  A 
humanitarian crisis that has put more than five million Ethiopians in need of emergency 
assistance means that for the fourth consecutive year, in fiscal year 2006 the Save the 
Children’s program portfolio will include major emergency response programs. 
 
Save the Children has programs in most of Ethiopia’s regions. The 2004 total beneficiary 
count for Save the Children’s Ethiopia Field Office is estimated at 1,496,000 children 
directly benefited and 3,307,000 others indirectly benefited. 
 
Education/Training  
Oromiya, Afar, and Somali regions 
 
Save the Children’s objective in Education is increased access to equitable, quality basic 
education. The number of children who benefited in these centers grew from 18,038 in 
2003 to 24,282 in 2004, an increase of 26%. Among children enrolled in these education 
centers 46% were girls.  The BESO SCOPE program promotes school retention, 
particularly in drought-affected schools by providing school feeding and emergency 
education kits to some 126,000 children. Other work in education included Youth and 
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Adult Non-formal education. Funding for these programs came from the Anonymous 
Family Foundation, Lurie foundation, One Love Africa, USAID, UNHCR and PRM. 
 
Health  
Oromiya, Somali, Amahara, SNNPR, Benshagul, and Gambella Regions 
 
Save the Children’s objective in Health programs is to improve the health status of 
children and their families. The broad health portfolio in Ethiopia includes a Child 
Survival program implemented in southern Oromiya Region targeting children under five 
and their mothers; a program in support of Maternal Neonatal Tetanus vaccination, 
funded by the Saving Newborn Lives grant; several programs addressing the reproductive 
health needs of adolescents; and a school health and nutrition program. Funding for the 
health programs came from SC Sponsorship funds, USAID, Packard and Hewlett 
foundations, the Gates Foundation, and Engender Health.     
 
Food Security/Emergency Response 
Oramiya and Somali regions  
 
Save the Children’s objective in this area is enhanced food security and mitigation of 
man-made/natural crises. The hope is to increase household food production and 
productivity and expand and diversify income sources. Most of the Ethiopia food security 
projects are located in pastoralist areas of the country; activities are focused on 
supporting pastoralists to maintain healthy and productive livestock herds. Healthy 
livestock produce milk and meat for the household as well as ensure a good selling price 
at markets. Activities included improving livestock health service delivery, increasing 
water supplies for animals, increasing pasture for livestock, improving natural resource 
management, and improving linkages to livestock markets. Dependency on livestock only 
increases the vulnerability of pastoralists to loss shocks. Expanding, and diversifying 
income sources not only assists them to withstand shocks but also provides extra income 
during “normal” times. Activities include organizing savings and credit cooperatives, 
evaluating income generation opportunities beyond livestock, training community 
members on small scale business management, and supporting non-livestock income 
generating activities. 
Funding in this area came from Designated  Contributions, CRS/USAID, USAID/OFDA, 
UNICEF, PRM, UNHCR, USAID FFP and USAID Mission. 
 
HIV AIDS  
Save the Children’s focus in the area of HIV/AIDS includes the reduction of the impact 
of HIV/AIDS and STDs among high risk groups. 
 
During FY 04, the HIV/AIDS portfolio in Save’s Ethiopia office saw significant growth, 
going from three to seven funded projects, with particular growth in its orphans and 
vulnerable children (OVC) programs. The High Risk Corridor Initiative (HRCI) received 
a three-year extension and a nutritional support component for vulnerable groups along 
the trade corridors was added. Under the PRIME II Consortium, EFO initiated the 
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innovative community mobilization for prevention of mother-to-child transmission 
(PMTCT) around 23 health facilities and hospitals.  
 
The HIV/AIDS unit continued its focus on preventing the transmission of HIV AIDS 
among high and medium risk groups, thus assisting children by keeping their parents free 
from HIV. The High Risk Corridor Initiative (HRCI) for HIV AIDS Prevention and 
Control addresses the prevention, testing, and care and support needs of high and medium 
risk groups along the two trade corridors between Addis Ababa and Djibouti, to include 
high risk youth, mobile workers and to some extent people living with HIV and AIDS 
and affected families. The WFP funded nutritional support program provides food for 
PLWHA and OVC in targeted areas and is linked to the HRCI Phase II. It is designed to 
be implemented with strong community involvement and oversight and oversight is 
ensured by a multidisciplinary steering committee. In the Hareg Project, Save the 
Children completed the first 12-month community action for PMTCT behavior change. 
This groundbreaking activity was started in communities residing around hospitals and 
two of their satellite health centers, for a total of 23 facilities. Psychosocial support to 
orphans living with HIV/AIDS program was created in order to reduce the psychological 
and social impacts that the HIV positive orphans in the Missionaries of Charity 
Orphanage in Addis Ababa face. The HACI funded OVC project is a 6-month, 
community based care and support project for OVC and PLWHA which has been 
implemented in Negelle and Debrezeit towns of Oromia region as well as in Lideta sub 
city of Addis Ababa. The project, initiated through HACI funds, was designed to 
contribute to the reduction of the impact of HIV/AIDS on PLWHA, OVC, their families 
and community with the objective of strengthened community based and community led 
delivery of interventions and services through the strategies of Advocacy, community 
capacity building and impact mitigation. 
 
The E-STEP OVC Project is a 1-year OVC care and support initiative and was designed 
to provide community-based assistance to more than 6,000 OVC in Dire Dawa and Kolfe 
Keranio Kifle Ketema of Addis. The Project was started in March, 2004 and has 
mobilized communities for care and support activities. Save the Children received a grant 
from PEPFAR Washington to implement SCALE-UP OVC project directly and through 
partners in Ethiopia. The project was designed to make a significant contribution in 
alleviating the plight of OVC in Ethiopia through a broad community based response 
supported by six partners (SC US, SC UK, SC N, CARE/HACI, World Vision, and Mary 
Joy). It is projected that about 48,000 OVC and their families will be reached by the 
SCALE UP HOPE program over its three years of implementation in nine sites and five 
regions (Chilga, Alefa Takusa (SC N), Jijiga (SC UK), Negelle, Debrezeit (SC US), 
Addis Ababa (SC US and HACI), Awassa, Ambo town, Nono woreda and Fiche town 
(HACI)).  The targeted regions are among those with the highest HIV prevalence rates in 
the country (Somali 19%, Amhara 23%, Addis Ababa 15.6%). 
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US FUND FOR UNICEF 
 
US Contact  
Public Information Office 
U.S. Fund for UNICEF 
333 East 38th Street 
New York, NY 10016 
Phone: 212-686-5522 
Email: information@unicefusa.org 
 

Field Contact  
Ethiopia Office & Contact 
Communication Section 
P.O. Box 1169 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
Phone: +251-1-444408/4444364 
            +251-1-515155 
Fax: +212-1-517111 
E-mail: igetachew@unicef.org 
 
Eritrea Office & Contact 
Communication Section 
P.O. Box 2004 
Asmara, Eritrea 
Phone: +291-1-151344 
Fax: + 291-1-151350 
E-mail: cbalslev@unicef.org 

 
Introduction to US Fund for UNICEF  
The U.S. Fund for UNICEF works for the survival, protection, and development of 
children worldwide through education, advocacy, and fund-raising. 
 
US Fund for UNICEF in the Ethiopia and Eritrea 
In 2005, UNICEF has been supporting programs in Ethiopia and Eritrea to provide 
primary health care and nutrition, water and sanitation, basic education, and child 
protection. The programs in both countries are established to assist more than 2.4 million 
of people, mostly children and women. UNICEF has appealed for over $52 million. In 
May 2005, such an amount has not been enough for the numerous needs that both 
countries experience. A major gap in funding has forced UNICEF to urgently appeal to 
major donors in order to fill the gap. At this point, the final amount required is more than 
$64 million. 
 
Sectors into which programs in Ethiopia and Eritrea fall 

• Primary Health Care and Nutrition: 
UNICEF will supply therapeutic and supplementary food and equipment 
and reinforce nutrition training and units. In addition, UNICEF will 
support nutrition surveillance and routine immunization services through 
provision of essential drugs, provide vaccines and supplies. It will also 
contribute to malaria control and reproductive health.  
 

• Water and Environmental Sanitation:  
UNICEF will support the construction of water supply systems, 
emergency water trucking activities, and community water management 
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system within the most affected communities, including primary schools. 
UNICEF will also expand hygiene, sanitation promotion programme. 
 
 

• Education: 
UNICEF will conduct emergency education assessments particularly 
within the most drought affected and IDPs communities procure and 
distribute education and recreational materials, provide psychosocial 
support, and monitor access and quality of education in camps and 
resettlement areas. 
 

• Protection and IDP support:   
UNICEF will provide non-food items to disadvantaged children and 
support systematic identification of orphans and other vulnerable children. 
UNICEF will also conduct Emergency Preparedness and Response 
training to counterparts on appropriate management of vulnerable groups 
in time of emergencies. 
 

• Landmines and Awareness:  
UNICEF will strengthen the capacity of national bodies in conducting 
MRE for IDPs, and at-risk communities. Psychosocial and recreation 
support will be provided and mass media awareness campaigns be 
implemented. 
 

• Gender and Child Protection: 
UNICEF will support prevention, tracing, care, reunification and 
reintegration of separated children. UNICEF will also develop child 
friendly spaces and train teachers and health staff on response to violence 
and abuse. 
 

• HIV/AIDS:  
UNICEF will build the capacities of HIV/AIDS counterparts, procure 
relevant HIV/AIDS materials, establish anti-AIDS youth clubs, and 
provide psychosocial care and support for orphans and affected families. 
 

• Mine Risk Education:  
UNICEF will develop sustainable Mine Risk Education project in the most 
mine and UXO affected areas. UNICEF will also build capacities of 
government institutions dealing with Mine Action. 

 
Cooperative efforts  
In the abovementioned programs, UNICEF works in conjunction with the Eritrean and 
Ethiopian Ministries of Health and Education, the Governments of Eritrea and Ethiopia, 
WFP, WHO, UNDP,  FAO, UNHCR, the World Bank, various other international 
organizations, and local NGO’s including women’s and church groups, and local 
development agencies. 
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Special Concerns 
Both countries have numerous concerns regarding the future of more than 2.4 million of 
people.  The people of Eritrea are facing a severe food shortage as the country endures its 
fourth successive year of drought. Hunger, malnutrition, extreme poverty, and the 
incomplete peace process with neighboring Ethiopia are making the situation even more 
critical.  
 
Additionally, the people of Ethiopia are facing severe acute malnutrition. Up to 170,000 
children will die from problem alone by the end of the year if not treated. Ethiopia 
currently only has the capacity to treat 5,350 severely malnourished children at any one 
time (up from 2,000 in January). UNICEF estimates that this year the country will need 
the capacity to treat a total of 19,400 severely malnourished children at a time. The 
funding to support that increase is currently not there. Nor is there funding to provide all 
the measles vaccinations, mosquito nets or emergency water supplies that Ethiopia’s 
children need. 
 
On the other hand, the most serious concern deals with funding. UNICEF is urgently 
appealing to major donors to fill a $42 million gap in funding. Earlier this year UNICEF 
Ethiopia appealed for $54.7 million to support the country’s most vulnerable children 
during 2005. This amount included $15 million for water and sanitation work and $39.7 
million for health and nutrition. However, more than half way through the year, funding 
for the initial appeal has fallen short by almost $42 million – more than 75 per cent of the 
amount needed. At the same time, UNICEF Eritrea needs imperatively funding since only 
23% of the required funds have been received. Urgent requirements for water and 
sanitation, health and nutrition and child protection amount to $6,233,526. 
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WINROCK INTERNATIONAL 
 
US Contact 
Vicki Walker 
1621 N Kent St, Suite 1200 
Arlington, VA 22209 
Tel: 703-525-9430 x636 
Email: vwalker@winrock.org 

Field Contact 
Please contact Baltimore Office. 
 

 
Introduction to Winrock International 
Winrock International is a nonprofit organization that works with people around the 
world to increase economic opportunity, sustain natural resources, and protect the 
environment. Winrock matches innovative approaches in agriculture, natural resources 
management, clean energy, and leadership development with the unique needs of its 
partners. By linking local individuals and communities with new ideas and technology, 
Winrock is increasing long-term productivity, equity, and responsible resource 
management to benefit the poor and disadvantaged of the world. 
 
Winrock in Ethiopia 
Winrock is implementing a number of initiatives with activities or beneficiaries in 
Ethiopia: 
 

• Community-based Innovations to Reduce Child Labor through Education 
(CIRCLE)  

• Gender Leaders on Biodiversity in Ethiopia 
• Enhancing the Role of Women in Food Systems in Africa 
• Growing Ethiopian Markets (RAISE) 
• Sasakawa African Fellowship and Extension Education Enhancement 

Program 
 
Under the Community-based Innovations to Reduce Child Labor through Education 
(CIRCLE) projects, Winrock is increasing access to education for children who work. 
The Non-formal Basic Education/Alternative Basic Education Project is delivering 
innovative basic education/ alternative education to those children who at present are 
unable to access both existing primary schools and non-formal basic education centers 
(NFBECs) within the district due to heavy workload. The laborer/working children who 
abstain from attending education opportunity due to the fact that they are fetching water 
and fuel wood from distant areas, look after herds/ livestock, and support their mothers 
by assisting with domestic chores. These children serve as the primary beneficiaries of 
this intervention. The African Development Aid Association (ADAA) is Winrock’s local 
NGO partner for this project. 
 
Reducing Child Labor Through Enhanced Public Awareness Campaign project, 
implemented by Ethiopian Muslims Relief and Development Association (EMRDA), is 
designed to raise the awareness of parents and community members in Amibara Woreda 
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about the hazards of child labor and the relevance of enrolling and keeping children in 
school. The project addresses some basic issues related to the well being of children, 
through avoiding discrimination against children, respecting child rights, protecting 
children from the devastating impact of HIV/AIDS, stopping child labor exploitation, 
sending every child to school and protecting children from war. 
 
Sectors into which programs in Ethiopia and Eritrea fall 
* Agriculture and Food Production 
* Education/Training  
* Gender Issues/Women in Development  
 
Specific locations of projects or programs 
Afar Region, Amibara Woreda; Siraro District 
 
Funding source(s) 
International Development Research Centre (IDRC), USAID, U.S. Department of Labor, 
other. 
 
Scale of programs 
Non-formal Basic Education/Alternative Basic Education Project: Approximately 900 
working children and 200 adults.  
 
Reducing Child Labor Through Enhanced Public Awareness Campaign: Approximately 
150 children. 
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WORLD CONCERN 
 
US Contact 
Patty Howell 
World Concern Development Organization 
19303 Fremont Ave. N. 
Seattle, WA 98107 
Tel:  (206) 546-7416   
Fax: (206) 546-7269 
E-mail: pattyh@worldconcern.org  
Website: www.worldconcern.org  

Field Contact 
Tom LePage 
World Concern Africa Director 
Nairobi, Kenya 
PO Box 61333 
Tel:  254-20-578157 
Fax:  254-20-570833   
E-mail:  toml@wcdro.org 

 
Introduction to World Concern 
World Concern Development Organization works in the areas of relief, rehabilitation, 
and development to help the recipients in developing countries achieve self-sufficiency, 
economic independence, physical health, and spiritual peace through integrated 
community development. 
 
World Concern in Ethiopia 
World Concern currently supports the management and administration of HOPE 
Enterprises in the areas of emergency feeding, primary education, vocational training and 
small business development.  HOPE Enterprises is headquartered in Addis Ababa, and has 
branch locations in Dessie, Gambella, Assosa and the Rift Valley.  The Hope Feeding 
Center, established in Addis in 1975, currently serves an average of 664 people per day.  
The number of hungry people coming to the Feeding Center continues to increase as 
displaced people from the rural countryside come seeking something to eat.  In an effort to 
address the growing number of street children in Addis, a program was established to 
provide breakfast for them, with classes immediately following.  The Street Children’s 
Breakfast program serves an average of 530 children daily.  The Girls of Hope program 
provides vocational training to girls that are living on the street, preventing them from a 
life of prostitution.    
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WORLD VISION 
 
US Contact 
Ashley Inselman 
Rob Solem 
World Vision, United States 
300 I Street, NE 
Washington, D.C. 20002 
Tel: 202-572-6311, 202-572-6309 
E-mail: ainselma@worldvision.org  
E-mail: rsolem@worldvision.org 
Website: www.worldvision.org 

Field Contact 
Zerihun Beyene, Interim National Director  
World Vision Ethiopia 
PO Box 3330 
Off AMCE - Bole Road, Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia 
Tel: 251-1- 293348 or 293122 (Office) 
Tel: 251-9-203795  
Fax: 251-1-293346 
Email: zerihun_beyene@wvi.org 

 
World Vision's History in Ethiopia 
During its long presence in Ethiopia, World Vision has provided famine relief and other 
humanitarian and development assistance. In 1971, World Vision began its first relief 
project to help the Nuer tribes people, refugees from the civil war with Sudan. About the 
same time, in the Ogaden area between Ethiopia and Somalia, villagers suffered severe 
consequences from drought. Thousands were left destitute when they lost most of their 
livestock. Between 1971 and 1975, World Vision served Ethiopians by drilling wells to 
provide water for villagers and their livestock; by improving medical, economic, and 
educational standards for villagers in southwest Ethiopia; and by helping indigent 
children living in the streets of Addis Ababa through a rehabilitation program. 
In 1976, World Vision's sponsorship program began assisting 2,000 children. During the 
period between 1976 and 1980, child sponsorship projects grew, impoverished families 
were cared for, medical treatment was provided, and proactive measures were taken to 
mitigate the effects of future natural disasters. 
In 1981, one of the worst droughts in Ethiopia's history claimed many lives through 
starvation. In 12 of the country's 14 regions, food shortages affected thousands, and 80 to 
100 percent of crops were lost. In response to the need of famine victims, World Vision 
implemented a massive relief operation, saving thousands of lives. 
Fourteen drought-related projects were active between 1981 and 1985 to meet the needs 
of those affected. World Vision airlifted food and medical aid to the affected regions. 
The hungry were fed, the sick treated, the poor received clothing, and many were 
rehabilitated to become self-sufficient. 
From 1986 to 1990, as drought conditions eased, certain projects within the Ethiopia 
program were scaled back from the $70 million budget necessary to fund relief efforts 
to $43 million. However, World Vision continued its rehabilitation efforts in order to 
restore pre-drought conditions for many. 

World Vision in Ethiopia Today 
World Vision continues serving the people of Ethiopia through projects that focus on 
education, immunization, and nutrition. Currently, more than 63,700 girls and boys are 
enjoying the advantages of child sponsorship through the generosity of U.S. donors. 
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Area development work is also contributing to the education, health care, food security, 
and water needs of communities. In total, more than 100,000 people are benefiting from 
ongoing program efforts that include: 

• Addis Ababa Fistula Hospital Project enables doctors to perform obstetric fistula 
surgery each year to more than 1,000 patients who otherwise could not afford it. 
Fistula is an injury that occurs during prolonged, unrelieved, obstructed labor-
often as a result of female genital mutilation. These mothers suffer from urinary 
incontinence and become susceptible to infections and damage to reproductive 
organs. Basic hygiene classes and follow-up home visits by gynecologists and nurs-
ing staff are among the services offered. 

• Borkena Valley Trachoma Control and Prevention Program seeks to reduce 
the transmission of trachoma, a disease that causes blindness. The program has 
four components: surgery to correct already damaged eyes; antibiotics to treat 
developing conditions before patients need surgery; facial cleanings to prevent the 
infection from developing; and environment projects that focus on clean water and 
removing sewage issues. 

• Productive Safety Net Program. The purpose of this program is to decrease the 
number of persistent poor requiring food or cash assistance to meet their basic 
needs in targeted Woredas. The project will focus on strengthening the capacity 
of productive safety-net program implementers in organizational management, 
technical service delivery, and community empowerment and participation. 

• Millennium Water Program consists of six interrelated water and sanitation 
projects, each of which will be lead by an MWA member. WV will complete 
activities in SNNPR and also work in Oromia. The regions and woredas selected 
have significant overlap with areas targeted for other activities under USAID’s 
draft strategy for 2005 to 2009.. 

• Multi-Sectoral Interventions in Pastoralist Communities to Increase Resilience to 
Aggregate Shocks in Afar Region.The goal of the program is to improve 
livelihood security and resilience to aggregate shocks for pastoralists and agro-
pastoralists in the target area. 

• Positive Change:Children, Communities and Care (PC3). Working with Save the 
Children, this program’s overall goal is to improve the well-being of children 
affected by HIV/AIDS. 

• Afar Area Development Program assists the semi-nomadic Afar people in the 
northeastern region by providing a holistic, community-based approach to meet 
the needs of poor farmers with a special emphasis on children and women. This 
includes building veterinary posts, livestock vaccination sites, teaching improved 
farming methods to increase agricultural productivity, increasing immunization 
coverage, and access to primary education for children. 

• Ethiopia Omosheleko HIV/AIDS Prevention and Control Project focuses on 
raising awareness to reduce the spread of sexually transmitted diseases and 
HIV/AIDS, alleviating the social impact of HIV/AIDS in target communities, 
supporting HIV/AIDS testing institutions, and increasing care and support to 
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patients. 

• Sibrya Springs Development Project is a construction project that will supply 
drinking water to approximately 21,000 people and 10,000 animals from the 
Sibiya Spring by capping a structure at the head of the spring; building a 
reservoir to collect the water before distribution; laying more than 31 miles of 
pipeline; and constructing 28 water points and 11 cattle trenches. 

• Boset Water Harvesting Project proposes a lasting solution to food insecurity in 
the eastern region of Ethiopia where drought incidents are increasingly con-
tinuous. A five-year strategic rural development plan has been developed that will 
sustain development of agriculture and income generation opportunities. 

While much has been accomplished through partnering with the people of Ethiopia to 
improve their circumstances today and for generations to come, more needs to be done. For 
further information about World Vision's programs in Ethiopia, please contact the United 
States office. 
 


