
  

After months of emergency efforts, 
humanitarian partners turn their 
focus to recovery efforts, in 
particular food security. Photo: NCA 
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OVERVIEW 
As the rainy season draws to an end, 
local authorities and aid agencies 
turn their attention to recovery efforts, 
including restoring  services and 
infrastructure destroyed by floods and 
cyclones.  More than a million 
people’s livelihoods are still fragile due to a loss of crops and other assets,  
after several months of flooding, a 
string of intense tropical storms and 
cyclones and extreme drought in 
some parts of the region. 
Communities in Madagascar, Angola, 
Mozambique, Namibia and Zambia are struggling to recover. Humanitarian 
agencies are concerned about the ability of communities to rebound from 
these disasters. If communities are not assisted sufficiently, they may have to 
adopt negative coping mechanisms such as selling the little assets they 
have to make it through the lean season. This will further compromise their 
vulnerability and exacerbate this cycle. This year’s disasters have 
underscored the urgent need for humanitarian and development partners 
to jointly address the underlying causes of the ‘triple threat’ of food 
insecurity, HIV and AIDS as well as the weakened capacity of many 
governments to provide basic social services. 
  
Madagascar is still reeling from the effects of six cyclones and tropical 
storms since December.  The latest - Cyclone Jaya hit the northeastern 
coast of Madagascar on 3 April, resulting in more crop damage and further 
complicating relief efforts. Additionally, Madagascar’s arid south is currently 
facing a severe drought, which has brought food insecurity and 
malnutrition. Cumulatively WFP indicates that 465,000 people are without 
adequate access to food. The UN and its partners developed a Flash 
Appeal in March to respond to earlier flood and cyclone related needs and 
are updating the appeal to include the needs from Cyclone Indlala and 
Jaya. The revised appeal amount is set to nearly double the original 
amount of US$ 9.6 million. However, as at 29 April, only fifty percent of the 
original amount was funded.  
 
In Mozambique, recovery efforts are underway with the resettlement of 
families in the flood-affected districts of the Zambezi River Valley. According 
to INGC reports as at 20th  April, 6,427 new home plots were allocated to 
affected families. Meanwhile, 107,000 people are still living in 52 temporary 
accommodation centres. Food insecurity is a pressing concern. Food 
assistance is being provided to roughly 209,000 flood and cyclone affected 
people up until May. Overall the Government estimates that 285,000 people 
lost some or all of their crops. 
 
In Namibia, high water levels are still keeping thousands in camps after 
flooding in the northern Caprivi region in early March. Aid agencies warn it 
could take months before displaced residents can return home. 
Humanitarian partners caution that the water and sanitation situation in the 
camps will need to be addressed to avert possible outbreaks of disease. 

HIGHLIGHTS 
Regional: Early recovery efforts 
are underway across several coun-
tries in the region after months of 
emergency efforts. More than a 
million people’s livelihoods are 
still fragile due to a loss of crops 
and other assets in Madagascar, 
Angola, Mozambique, Namibia 
and Zambia. Humanitarian agen-
cies are concerned about the abil-
ity of communities to rebound 
from these disasters. 

Madagascar: Cyclone Jaya hit the 
northeastern coast of Madagascar 
on 3 April, resulting in more crop 
damage and further complicating 
relief efforts. Cyclonic storms and 
flooding since December have 
killed more than 150 people and 
severely affected 188,331 people. 
The UN and its partners devel-
oped a Flash Appeal in March to 
respond to earlier flood and cy-
clone related needs and are updat-
ing the appeal to include the needs
from Cyclone Indlala and Jaya.  

Mozambique:  On 2 May the INGC
officially declared an end to the
flood and cyclone emergency.
Recovery efforts are underway,
including the resettlement of the
affected families. Food assistance
is being provided to roughly
209,000 flood and cyclone affected
people up until May. Overall the
Government estimates that
285,000 people lost some or all of
their crops.  
 
ZIMBABWE:   On 25 April a FAO-
WFP Crop Food and Supply As-
sessment Mission (CFSAM) com-
menced at the request of the gov-
ernment after two years successive
drought. The food security situa-
tion is not expected to improve as 
this year’s harvests have mostly 
failed due to the poor rains. 
Amidst a lack of foreign exchange, 
the government’s position to im-
port and distribute food is uncer-
tain.   
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Crops have been destroyed and people are currently surviving on 
government rations.  
 
Overall, harvest prospects for the 2006/07 crop growing season in southern 
Africa are mixed. Good rains in much of the northern half of the region are 
expected to lead to above-average harvests in Malawi, northern 
Mozambique, and an average harvest in Zambia. However, poor harvests 
are expected in southern Mozambique, eastern and southern Zimbabwe, 
Swaziland and Lesotho.  Apart from weather conditions, the main cause of 
poor yields and resulting food insecurity is the lack of working capital to buy 
improved seeds, fertilizer and animal draught power.   Large seed and 
fertilizer input subsidy schemes implemented by the Governments of Malawi 
and Zambia and to a lesser extent, Lesotho have improved prospects for a 
favourable harvest.  
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COUNTRY COVERAGE 
MADAGASCAR:  After five destructive cyclones and unprecedented 
flooding since December, cyclone Jaya made landfall on the northeastern 
coast on 3 April with wind speeds of up to 150 km/h. This further 
complicated relief efforts, already underway as a result of Cyclone Indlala, 
which struck the island on 15 March with wind speeds of 235km/h. 
 
According to the National Bureau for Risk and Catastrophe Management 
(BNGRC) the cumulative destruction of months of cyclonic storms and 
flooding since December has killed more than 150 people and severely 
affected 188,331 people. Significant structural damage was reported in the 
regions of Sava, Analanjirofo, Diana and Sofia. More than 13,000 homes 
were destroyed, including 91 public buildings, roads and bridges. 
According to the Ministry of Agriculture, the impact of this year’s storms on 
agriculture has been more destroyed 76,103 hectares of crop fields.  
 
The Ministry of Education estimates that 591 schools have been partially 
destroyed and 136 completely destroyed since late December, when the 
first tropical storm struck. An estimated 145,000 learners have been unable 
to attend school. Humanitarian partners are distributing tarpaulins, tents and 
school supplies in the north in Diana, Sofia and Maroantsetra, effectively 
reaching 54,000 learners.  
 
Immediate needs include safe water and sanitation, health care, targeted 
food distribution, non-food items (NFI), and basic shelter items. Humanitarian 
partners are concerned that stagnant waters in the flood-affected areas 
could increase the potential for outbreaks of Dengue Fever. A severe food 
crisis is foreseen in the coming months as 70 to 80 percent of rice crops have 
been destroyed and access to vulnerable groups is very difficult.  
 
Humanitarian agencies are flying desperately needed food and other 
humanitarian supplies by helicopter to 20,000 people in northwestern 
Madagascar. With chronic drought in the south, calamities have tormented 
the island since the end of last year, cumulatively leaving nearly half a 
million people in need of humanitarian assistance.  
 
The United Nations and its partners are in the process of updating the Flash 
Appeal that was launched in early March. It is expected that the revision, 
taking into account the destruction of cyclones Indlala and Jaya, will nearly 
double the requested amount. However, as of 25 April 2007, only 56 percent 
(US$ 5,360,885) of the original requirements (US$ 9,639,500) presented in the 
Madagascar Flash Appeal have been funded. Education, protection, and 
shelter and non-food items have not received any contributions within the 
framework of the Flash Appeal. Agriculture, a key sector to avoid further 
food insecurity in coming months, has only been funded 15 percent. The 
revised flash appeal is expected to reach some 450,000 people (up from 
nearly 300,000 in the original appeal). The sectors in which the revised 
requirements are most significant are: food aid, health, shelter, education, 
early recovery and logistical support. Donors that have to date assisted 
appeal projects include: Austria, Canada, CERF, ECHO, Norway, 
Switzerland, and the US Committee for UNICEF, and unearmarked funds 
from UNDP, WFP and WHO. The Central Emergency Response Fund has 
provided US$ 1,230,883 for urgent humanitarian relief support for health, 
water and sanitation, nutrition and agriculture. 
 
MOZAMBIQUE:  The government and humanitarian partners have 
shifted their emergency response efforts to the resettlement phase. On 2 
May the INGC declared an official end to the floods emergency and later 

HIGHLIGHTS  
Namibia: Due to the high water 
levels in the Namibian Caprivi 
flood plains more than 15,000 
people are still in camps and un-
able to return to their homes.  
It could take months before the 
waters dry up for displaced resi-
dents to return home. The water 
and sanitation situation in the 
camps is an immediate concern to 
avert possible outbreaks of dis-
ease.  The IFRC launched an ap-
peal for US$ 719,245 to help the 
Namibia Red Cross society meet 
the emergency needs.  0ne month 
later, the appeal is severely under-
funded 
 
Angola:  Food security in Angola 
is overall favourable, owing to a 
combination of food reserves from 
previous harvests and recent har-
vests. Yet, according to FewsNet, 
the persistence of adverse rainfall 
conditions into the second half of 
the season could aggravate food 
insecurity in Cunene and Cuando 
Cubango until April/May 2008, if 
no appropriate response measures 
are put in place.  

Comoros: A group of vulcanolo-
gists and scientists recently under-
took a mission to assess reports of 
increased activity of Volcano Kar-
thala. The mission findings will be 
used to update the country’s Pre-
paredness and Response Plan and 
provide technical guidance on 
strengthening its response capa-
bilities. 

Swaziland: Delayed rainfall, heavy
winds and hailstorms, followed by
scorching dry spells over the past 
few months have raised concerns 
about this year’s harvest. The 
Food and Agriculture Organisa-
tion (FAO) is currently conducting 
a crop assessment of small home-
steads to determine household 
food security. The findings of the 
assessment mission are expected 
to be released in early May. 
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LATEST NEWS, 
RESEARCH AND 
ANNOUNCEMENT
S  
CLIMATE PROOFING 

AFRICA – IPCC 
REPORT 
On 10 April the Inter-govern-
mental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC) launched a report titled: 
'Climate Proofing Africa, Key 
Challenge for the Continent'. The
report predicts that an increase in 
greenhouse gas emissions will see 
up to 1.8 million more people in 
Africa without sufficient clean 
water, an increase in arid and 
semi-arid lands, poverty and an 
increase in pandemics like ma-
laria, cholera and Rift Valley Fe-
ver (RVF).  
 
Temperatures are expected to 
increase by up to 5.8 degrees [Cel-
sius] before the end of the century 
in arid and/ or semi-arid areas 
that are prevalent in Africa. This 
will result in a rise in sea-levels, 
increased droughts and floods, 
less access to water, which will 
cause health and agricultural 
problems. 
 
The IPPC urges African govern-
ments to work together to incor-
porate climate change issues in 
their regional policies. The report 
states that climate change will 
impede the achievement of mil-
lennium development goals and  
stresses the need for urgent ac-
tion.  

The report is extremely relevant 
for the Southern Africa region. 
Since December the region has 
experienced an unprecedented 
number of floods, cyclones and 
droughts. Given that climate 
change will only increase the 
magnitude and impact of natural 
disasters in the region, countries 
need to revise their Contingency 
Preparedness and Response plans 
for disaster risk reduction. In so 
doing, financial assistance and 
careful planning is necessary so 
that addressing climate change 
becomes central to securing the 
lives and livelihoods of millions 
and realising the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDG).  

on 10 May announced the end to the cyclone emergency. According to 
INGC reports as at 20 April, 6,427 new home plots have been allocated to 
affected families. Meanwhile, 107,000 people are still living in temporary 
accommodation centres. It is estimated that up to 60% of the accommoda-
tion centres will be converted to long-term resettlement sites and that the 
resettlement process will take several more months. At the recommenda-
tion of Government authorities, humanitarian partners will provide a ‘return 
package’ of food and other livelihood items to the forty percent of af-
fected families at the end of May. The package is meant to encourage 
people to move away from the accommodation centres to more perma-
nent settlement sites being established. 
 
 In the Cyclone affected areas of Inhambane and Sofala Provinces, local 
Government authorities and humanitarian partners are focused on action 
plans for the rehabilitation of infrastructure and essential services damaged 
or destroyed by the cyclone such as hospitals. The EU has entered into an 
agreement with the Provincial Government of Inhambane and UNICEF for 
the rehabilitation of schools and health facilities, particularly in the four cy-
clone affected districts. 
 
Under the framework of the WASH Cluster, UNICEF and partners are focus-
ing on the rehabilitation of existing water points and the construction of new 
water points. This rehabilitation initiative valued at US$1 million, aims to re-
habilitate 109 water points and create 7,400 household latrines in resettle-
ment areas and host communities. 
 
With massive destruction of crops due to floods and drought conditions in 
southern Mozambique, food security continues to be a major concern. 
Government figures indicate that 285,000 people have lost some or all of 
their crops and will require food assistance up until July 2007 when they 
should be able to harvest a second crop. 
 
General food distributions to roughly 150,000 affected people in the flood 
area will continue through May. During June and July, food aid will increase 
to an estimated 200,000 people to carry these families over the lean period 
as they await a possible second season harvest at the end of July. In the 
cyclone affected areas of Inhambane Province, food assistance is being 
provided to 67,500 people. Humanitarian partners estimate that this number 
could climb up to 100,000 people in June and July as households who lost 
food reserves and crops as a result of the cyclone await an anticipated 
second season harvest. 
 
To further address the food security situation, the Ministry of Agriculture 
(MINAG) and FAO completed 51 Input Trade Fairs in seven provinces, 
reaching 75,500 people from 2 to 24 April. The agricultural implements 
should assist affected households who lost part or all of their agricultural live-
lihoods to restore food production and regain self-reliance. 
 
The Government continues to respond to the Malhazine Munitions Depot 
explosion, which killed more than 100 people and injured 500. A total of 
US$8 million has been allocated for continued medical assistance, prosthet-
ics, grants and other support for the more than 1,000 families and 39 busi-
nesses affected in Maputo.  
 
According to FewsNet’s report released on 20th April, drought conditions 
over the past several months have caused crop failure in Gaza and Inham-
bane and parts of Maputo provinces. The poorest households are quickly 
depleting their reserves from the 2005/06 harvest, and will soon be forced to 
reduce consumption and rely on market purchases earlier than normal and 
employ negative coping strategies such as selling productive assets. Urgent 
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provision of short-cycle variety seeds is needed for the second season. If the 
upcoming second season is poor as well, or if households do not obtain 
needed inputs, many households may be forced to rely on negative coping 
strategies throughout much of 2007. 
 
Due to continued drought in the south, some 280,000 people are food inse-
cure. WFP currently has no resources to respond and will need to scale 
down programmes. As early as June, programmes at risk of being scaled 
down, include support to families living with HIV/AIDS; Food-for-Assets activi-
ties in food insecure communities, and assistance to vulnerable groups such 
as the elderly, child-headed households, and orphans and other vulnerable 
children.  
 
An Inter-Agency Real-Time Evaluation (IA-RTE) was conducted in Mozam-
bique from 31 March through 23 April to assess the overall appropriateness, 
coherence, timeliness and effectiveness of the emergency response, pro-
vided to the affected flood and cyclone populations in the context of hu-
manitarian reform. Overall the evaluation found the response as successful 
particularly due to the instrumental coordination role of the INGC. The draft 
report offers recommendations on the improvement of the Cluster Ap-
proach globally, on the role of the Mozambique Humanitarian Country 
Team in supporting disaster management authorities at national and local 
levels, and to OCHA on strengthening support to Humanitarian Country 
Teams in their emergency response efforts.  
 
As of 25 April, 53 percent (US$ 19,926,240) of the revised requirements (US$ 
37,619,682) presented in the Mozambique Flash Appeal have been funded. 
The most under-funded sectors are economic recovery and infrastructure, 
and education. Donors to the Appeal projects include: CERF, ECHO, Ire-
land, Italy, Mozambique, and Switzerland, the US Committee for UNICEF, 
USA, IOM and UNFPA in un-earmarked funds. 
 
ZIMBABWE:  On 25 April a FAO-WFP Crop and Food Supply Assessment 
Mission (CFSAM) commenced following an official request from the Gov-
ernment. The mission is in response to two successive years of drought and 
major disruptions in the farming sector that have resulted in the country 
producing less than one-third of its annual food requirements for this year. 
Zimbabwe’s national requirement is 1.8MTs. The government announced 
that it would rely on imports from neighbouring countries such as Malawi 
and South Africa to cover the anticipated shortfall.  
 
The food security situation is not expected to improve much in the drier 
south of the country as this year’s harvests have mostly failed due to the 
poor rains. The most affected provinces include Masvingo, Midlands and 
North and South Matebeleland. Amidst a lack of foreign exchange and 
shortage of fuel as well as with inflation soaring above 1,700 percent, the 
government’s position to import and distribute food is uncertain.   
 
The Zimbabwean government earlier this month announced that it would 
deregister all NGOs and implement a set of new regulations for their re-
registration. Under the new regulations, all NGOs must first sign an agree-
ment with the government to regulate their operations and also obtain a 
letter of clearance from Interpol. 
 
NAMIBIA: Due to the high water levels in the Namibian Caprivi flood plains 
more than 15,000 people are still in camps and unable to return to their 
homes. Villages outside Katima Mulilo, regional capital of the Caprivi Strip, 
have been submerged, and parts of the constituencies of Kabbe, Linyanti 
and Kongola in eastern Caprivi are flooded.  
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Humanitarian partners warn it could take months before the waters dry up 
for displaced residents to return home. The water and sanitation situation in 
the camps is an immediate concern that needs to be addressed to avert 
possible outbreaks of disease. Crops have been destroyed and people are 
currently surviving on a government ration of maize meal, cooking oil and 
tinned fish for each family per fortnight.  

The Namibia Red Cross with the support of the International Federation of 
the Cross Crescent Societies (IFRC) has been active in some of the camps 
providing relief materials to about 5,000 people who were relocated to the 
camps on higher ground. Over 1,200 households in other camps have also 
received relief materials which include 31,500 water treatment sachets, 500 
jerry cans, 250 mosquito nets, bars of soap and 2000 blankets. The IFRC 
launched an appeal for US$ 719,245 to help the Namibia Red Cross society 
meet the emergency needs. 0ne month later, the appeal is severely under-
funded. 

ANGOLA:  Food security in Angola is overall favourable, owing to a 
combination of food reserves from previous harvests and recent harvests of 
cassava, sweet potato and beans. However, according to FewsNet, the 
persistence of adverse rainfall conditions into the second half of the season 
could aggravate food insecurity in Cunene and Cuando Cubango until 
April/May 2008, if no appropriate response measures are put in place. Virus 
disease outbreaks on cassava (known locally as Cassava Cholera) in Uige 
and heavy rains in Moxico, Huambo, Lunda Sul, Benguela, Bengo, Huila and 
Zaire have caused damage to up to 8, 000 hectares of farmland. 

COMOROS: A group of vulcanologists and scientists recently undertook a 
mission to assess reports of increased activity of Volcano Karthala.  From 
November 2006 to January 2007, two volcanic eruptions with earthquakes 
occurred on Grande Comoro, compared to an eruption cycle of once 
every 11 or 12 years previously. Additionally, elevated traces of sulphur 
have been detected, which pose an environmental threat and indicate 
the possibility of increased volcanic activity. The mission was accompa-
nied by an OCHA representative from Goma DRC who has extensive ex-
perience in disaster preparedness and response to volcanic eruption. The 
findings of the mission will be used to revise the country’s Preparedness 
and Response Plan and provide technical guidance on strengthening its 
response capabilities.  

SWAZILAND: Delayed rainfall, heavy winds and hailstorms, followed by 
scorching dry spells over the past few months have raised concerns about 
this year’s harvest. The Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) is cur-
rently conducting a crop assessment of small homesteads to determine 
household food security. The findings of the assessment mission are ex-
pected to be released in early May and will determine the extent of 
emergency food relief requirements.  

ZAMBIA: According to the National Vulnerability Assessment Committee 
(NVAC), approximately 7,084 MT of food assistance was required for 
295,148 people during March and April due to excessive rains that caused 
flooding in January and February.  The required food is available locally, 
but international logistical assistance has been requested in delivering the 
food aid. The flash appeal in the response to the floods, launched in early 
March and identifying needs in the areas of water and sanitation, health, 
shelter, education, agricultural recovery, has not received funding.  
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The risk of food insecurity has increased in the Southern Province from the 
spread of contagious bovine pleuropneumonia, which threatens the liveli-
hoods of households that depend on livestock trade for income. More ef-
fective disease-control measures are necessary to prevent further spread of 
the disease. In addition to this virus, prolonged dry spells that were experi-
enced in February and March are expected to reduce crop yields, particu-
larly in southern Zambia. In other areas, the abundant rainfall early in the 
season has enabled decent crop growth and an average national maize 
harvest is expected.  

In the rest of Zambia, most households are generally food secure during the 
current pre-harvest season. Food prices are below average, markets are 
well stocked and many farming households still have moderate stocks left 
over from the surplus 2006/07 production season.  

LESOTHO: Dry conditions have persisted since early January causing crops 
to show severe water stress. Added to this, maize production is expected to 
be low as the area planted for maize is down from 161,559 hectares last 
year to 140.145, a 13.3 percent decrease. The Government is distributing 
fertilizer and seed in lowlands for winter cropping at a 40 percent subsidy to 
farmers requiring inputs.  A Crop and Food Supply Assessment mission was 
recently undertaken from 23 April to 5 May 2007. Preliminary indications are 
that Lesotho’s production is expected to be the worst in three years, and 
will require food assistance. 

MALAWI:  Malawi is one of the few countries in the region with an in-
creased harvest this year.  According to the first round of crop estimates, 
3.15 million tonnes (MT) of maize is expected representing an increase of 
27.3 percent above last year’s bumper crop of 2.47MT.  Rice crops are also 
good and a harvest of 107,797 tonnes is expected, compared to 92,449 
tonnes last year.  Rainfall has been slightly above normal and generally well-
distributed, in contrast to neighbouring countries in the region. 
 
As a result of the large supply of maize, a surplus of almost one million ton-
nes is expected. Maize prices have fallen sharply in most areas of the coun-
try, thereby improving household access to markets.  The Government’s fer-
tilizer subsidy scheme, under which up to 150,000 tonnes of basal and top 
dressing fertilizer were distributed has been extended to the coming season, 
with prices of a 50 kg bag reduced from K950 (US$6.74) to K900 (US$6.38) 
per bag or US$127.60 per tonne. 
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Australia gives US$ 3 
million for humanitarian 
relief  
Australia will provide $3 million 
for urgent humanitarian assis-
tance in southern Africa. Of this 
amount, WFP will receive US$2 
million to continue to assist 
people in Malawi, Mozambique 
and Zambia, particularly for 
children orphaned by 
HIV/AIDS.  
 
FAO will receive $500,000 for 
programmes addressing the 
needs of orphans and vulnerable 
children. The assistance will 
include support for a FAO pro-
gram in Swaziland to provide 
hundreds of children with vital 
farming and life skills.  

A further $500,000 will be pro-
vided through a joint program 
with the British Government to 
help support national and re-
gional institutions working to 
improve responses to continuing 
food insecurity.  

Since August 2005, Australia has 
provided more than US$14 mil-
lion for international humanitar-
ian relief efforts in southern 
Africa. This has included US$4 
million for Zimbabwe, where 
there is a continuing need for 
humanitarian assistance.  

Update on Avian and 
Human Influenza Pre-
paredness  
 
On 2 and 3 May, some 26 repre-
sentatives from SADC, UN 
Agencies, Non-Governmental 
and Civil Society Organizations, 
academics, the Red Cross 
movement, private sector repre-
sentatives and donors came 
together for a second time to 
coordinate their assistance ef-
forts to Avian and Human In-
fluenza (AHI) pandemic preven-
tion and preparedness in the 
southern Africa region. 
The objectives of the meeting 
were to: (1) review and update 
preparedness status of countries 
in the region; (2) identify pre-
paredness gaps and prioritize 
them; (3) take stock of the assis-
tance that is being provided 
within the SADC region; and (4) 
identify priority interventions, 

opportunities and challenges 
with regards to AHI prepared-
ness implementation and sus-
tainability.  
 
The first coordination meeting 
was held in September 2006. The 
outcomes of this first meeting  
were: (1) a common understand-
ing of SADC member-states’ 
preparedness with regards to 
animal health, human health 
and public awareness; (2) identi-
fication and prioritization of 
preparedness gaps and chal-
lenges; (3) an overview of “who-
does-what-where” in terms of 
assistance provision to Southern 
Africa Development Commu-
nity (SADC) member states; (4) 
identification of programme 
synergies; and (5) the establish-
ment of the Avian and Human 
Influenza Platform for Southern 
Africa (AHIPSA), responsible 
for the coordination of interna-
tional AHI support activities.    
 
A report with the outcomes of 
the second meeting will shortly 
be available and placed on 
www.sahims.net/avianflu 

Risk Reduction 
Consultative Meeting for 
the African region 
The African Regional Platform 
for Disaster Risk Reduction held 
a consultative meeting in Nai-
robi, Kenya from 27 to 27 April 
2007. The theme of the meeting 
was, Strengthening Regional, 
Sub-regional and National Plat-
forms of the ISDR Systems for 
the Implementation of the 
Hyogo Framework for Action 
(HFA). The meeting was con-
vened by the International Strat-
egy for Disaster-risk Reduction 
(ISDR) in collaboration with the 
Commission of the African Un-
ion with financial support from 
the World Bank through the 
Global Facility for Disaster Re-
duction and Recovery. 
 
More than 50 participants 
drawn from African govern-
ments, UN agencies, NGOs, 
academic and research institu-
tions, as well as the private sec-
tor were in attendance. The pur-
pose of the meeting was to re-
view the progress made in the 
implementation of HFA, pro-
mote regional cooperation and 

prepare Africa’s participation in 
the first Session of the global 
Platform for disaster risk reduc-
tion (DRR). The participants 
were to identify Africa’s priority 
needs and challenges for con-
sideration at the first Session of 
the global Platform for DRR 
scheduled for 5 to 7 June  in 
Geneva.  
 
Country focal points for disaster 
risk reduction briefed the meet-
ing on progress and challenges 
in implementations of the five 
priority areas of the Hyogo 
Framework.  
Some of the issues on disaster 
risk reduction and disaster 
management that were high-
lighted during presentations 
included: 
• Importance of  an inte-

grated multi-hazard analy-
sis in promoting risk reduc-
tion; 

• General decrease in loss of 
lives due to  natural disas-
ters, but increase in loss of 
assets;  

• Preparedness and early 
warning may help to save 
lives, but may not help in 
saving economic assets and 
livelihoods;  

• There is need to go beyond 
policies and plans on disas-
ter risk reduction to im-
plementation of the plans. 
 

While commendable progress 
has been made by many coun-
tries in Africa, there are com-
mon challenges that include 
problems of multi-sectoral coor-
dination for effective disaster 
preparedness and risk reduc-
tion, resource constraints and a 
lack of detailed information on 
hazards and vulnerabilities, 
particularly at lower administra-
tive levels.  
 
The meeting came up with 13 
agreed upon recommendations 
on priority issues that will be 
presented at the Global Plat-
form. The recommendations 
identified the need to strengthen 
commitment by political leader-
ship to issues of risk reduction; 
support assessments and im-
prove interaction of various 
institutions at regional, sub re-
gional and international levels; 
strengthen regional and national 

risk reduction initiatives as well 
as early warning systems; main-
stream risk reduction in devel-
opment issues; and promote the 
role of the private sector in dis-
aster risk reduction. 
 

United Nations and Part-
ners Call for Scaling up 
the response to support 
Orphaned and Vulner-
able Children (OVC) 
To further scale up OVC pro-
gramming, the UN and Part-
ners’ Alliance for Livelihood 
Based Social Protection for OVC, 
held its fourth regional work-
shop from 17 to 18 April 2007 in 
Johannesburg. The Alliance is a 
strategic and operational part-
nership, spearheaded by FAO 
and comprises of UN Agencies, 
Governments and NGOs. Dele-
gates from Lesotho, Malawi, 
Mozambique, Namibia, Kenya, 
Swaziland, Tanzania, Zambia 
and Zimbabwe met to discuss 
the various OVC policies and 
programmes to identify ele-
ments of good practice for scal-
ing up promising interventions 
to fight the spread and impact of 
this brutal epidemic on the lives 
of children. 

Since its inception in March 
2006, the UN Partners’ Alliance 
has been working towards in-
creased coordination and align-
ment of OVC responses in the 
region. In addition, it ensures 
that OVC programmes not only 
address the immediate needs of 
orphans but also reduce their 
vulnerabilities to HIV and AIDS 
in the long-term. Through ac-
tion-oriented research, in part-
nership with RHVP and 
RENEWAL, the Alliance pro-
vides an opportunity for all 
stakeholders to share their pro-
gress, identify best practice and 
customise programmes for dif-
ferent contexts, thereby avoid-
ing duplication and increasing 
impact. 

The workshop provided a useful 
platform for various countries to 
showcase their OVC pro-
grammes and jointly critique the 
effectiveness of and challenges 
to scaling up these programme 
in other countries. Participants 
agreed that a holistic response is 
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required so that children are 
armed with the pivotal liveli-
hood and life skills needed to 
grow up confidently and be-
come economically active 
and productive young adults. 

During the next two months, 
the Alliance will finalise the 
four case studies and draft a 
regional synthesis report cov-
ering issues around impact, 

sustainability and the poten-
tial for scale-up. 

With the lessons learned in 
conducting the case studies, 
the research methodology 
will be further refined. Each of 
the Alliance countries will 
finalise, document and con-
duct a cost analysis for im-
plementing this approach at 
the country level. Based on 
these national reports a re-

gional strategy document will 
be developed. The docu-
ments will be used for re-
source mobilisation with a 
primary focus on leveraging 
existing resources at the na-
tional level and “making the 
money work”. There is cur-
rently substantial interest from 
other new countries to join 
the Alliance and start a similar 
process to promote livelihood 

based social protection for 
OVC.  

For more information, kindly 
contact Jose Koch at email 
Josee.Koch@fao.org  or Margaret 
McEwan at email: 
Margaret.McEwan@fao.org 

 

  

 
 
Event:                      Malawi AHI Assessment Mission  
Date:  8 – 11 May 2007 
Contact:  Gabriella Waaijman – waai-
jman@un.org 
 
 
Event: Regional Inter-Agency Coordination Sup-

port Office (RIACSO) Meeting 
Date:  10 May 2007 
Venue:  11 Merafe House, Naivasha Road, Sun-
ninghill. 
Contact:  Michelle Thulkanam – 
thulkanam@un.org  

 
 
 
 
Event:  Walk the World 
Date:  13 May 2007 
Venue:  Wits University 
Contact:  Claudia Altorio – 
Claudia.altorio@wfp.org 
 
Event: Voluntary Confidential Couselling and Test-

ing (VCCT) for UN Staff                       
Date:  30 May 2007 
Venue:  UNDP RSC, Sunninghill 
Contact:  Lebo Baloyi – baloyi@un.org 
  

 

  CALENDAR OF EVENTS 


