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KOFF – swisspeace 

Links

Editorial
The first anniversary of South Sudan’s independence from Sudan takes place in early July. On this occasion 
the current edition of the KOFF Newsletter is devoted to the two countries and their continuing tensions. 
While the Focus article looks at some causes for the lack of implementation of the Comprehensive Peace 
Agreement, this issue also provides space for various Swiss organizations to describe their approaches to 
peacebuilding in the region.

Lukas Krienbuehl
Editor

KOFF Roundtable: Prospects for Sudan and South Sudan
KOFF’s Roundtable at the beginning of June looked at what lies ahead for Sudan and 
South Sudan. The participants also tried to understand the reasons for the continuing 
tensions between the two states. Military confrontations are continuing, while the 
provinces of South Kordofan and the Blue Nile are embroiled in armed conflicts. 

The keynote speaker saw the Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) as one of 
the main factors influencing current developments. Leading up to the referendum, 
the CPA failed to make the unity of Sudan seem attractive. The two countries are 
interdependent when it comes to the exploitation of oil. With the reserves in South 
Sudan and the pipelines that provide access to the international market in the 
North, it was assumed that they would maintain good relations, if only for eco-
nomic reasons. Instead, oil has proven more of a divider than a connector, notably 
due to the inability to agree on a price for transporting the oil, an issue which was 
not addressed in the CPA. These differences led to a blockade and a halt in oil 
production in South Sudan, resulting in the mutual sabotage of both economies. 
Furthermore Sudan closed the border with South Sudan and air services between 
the two countries ceased operation. Moreover the countries did not respect the CPA 
timetable for determining the definitive borders. At the same time the unresolved 
issues are closely interconnected and require a comprehensive solution. 

Another speaker felt that the weakness of the CPA was mainly at the level of  
implementation, aggravated by the lack of instruments for reconciliation and 
dealing with the past. The participants agreed that the distrust and lack of a desire 
to cooperate on both sides are major obstacles to a solution to the conflict.

In the closing discussions the criticisms of the CPA were put into perspective, since 
the agreement did after all bring the war between the South and the North to an 
end. Nonetheless, the worsening humanitarian situation in certain regions needs 
to be addressed urgently. The drawing up of the final constitutions and arrange-
ments for the respective consultation processes will have a significant impact on 
the future of both countries.  11.06.2012

 � swisspeace: Sudan 

Platform

 � Focus article

Further information: 

swisspeace 

Martina Santschi 

Daniel Hofer

http://www.swisspeace.ch/countries/sudan.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/countries/sudan.html
mailto:martina.santschi%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
mailto:daniel.hofer%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
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Links
MSP: Support to Local Actors in Peacemaking Efforts in 
Myanmar
After more than 60 years of conflict the government of Myanmar and several ethnic 
armed groups have started to engage in cease-fire and peace negotiations. These 
processes are moving rapidly and, at the moment, there are 13 different peace 
processes running in parallel with multiple negotiation teams involved. Interestin-
gly, no international actor has played a formal mediation role between the conflict 
parties. Instead national actors from Myanmar with the help of the international 
community are developing creative models to support these local peace efforts.

In that context the Mediation Support Project (MSP) – a joint venture between 
swisspeace and the Center for Security Studies (CSS) of the ETH Zurich – decided 
to second one of its mediation experts to a local Myanmar NGO which has been 
active for many years in peace promotion activities. The overall objective of this 
secondment was to strengthen local mediation capacities by providing expertise 
on peace negotiations and mediation. A special focus was put on the question of 
how to ensure that not only the warring parties, but wider segments of society 
can participate in the ongoing peace processes, as well as the role of women at 
the negotiation table.

The expert was deployed from March to May 2012 with the Shalom/Nyein Foun-
dation in Yangon. This creative model of seconding an international staff to a 
local NGO in the field of peace promotion has been recognized by many actors as 
the perfect fit given the context and dynamics on the ground. The MSP therefore 
intends to continue its support to local actors in Myanmar.  12.06.2012

Further information:  

swisspeace Rachel Gasser

 � MSP

 � Shalom/Nyein Founda-

tion

Links KOFF Roundtable: Security and Humanitarian Access in 
Afghanistan
The people of Afghanistan are increasingly subject to improvised explosive devices, 
indiscriminate aerial bombings by international forces and organized crime. More- 
over, humanitarian access to the civilian population is uncertain. With this in 
mind the KOFF Roundtable on Afghanistan in mid-June focused on measures for 
protecting the civilian population and the improvement of the access for interna-
tional actors.

In so far as the Swiss development programs and cooperation with local structures 
are concerned the low profile approach to ensuring access to the local population 
has proven its worth. The fact that these programs are accepted by the local popu-
lation also contributes to the achievement of objectives. Against the background 
of the international troop withdrawals and the worsening security situation, the 
danger of a civil war and a humanitarian crisis is lurking. This would jeopardize 
current development and reconstruction efforts, at the same time making access 
to the needy civilian population even more difficult and their acceptance of inter-
national actors fundamental.

NATO’s strategy, whether the “comprehensive approach” or the “civil-military 

 � KOFF Roundtable on 

Afghanistan

mailto:rachel.gasser%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
http://www.swisspeace.ch/topics/mediation/about/mediation-support-project.html
http://www.shalommyanmar.org/
http://www.shalommyanmar.org/
http://www.swisspeace.ch/countries/afghanistan.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/countries/afghanistan.html
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Links Peacebuilding in the Balkans
Recent outbreaks of violence in Macedonia and Kosovo reflect renewed tensions 
in the Western Balkans. The impact of the financial and economic crisis in the 
European Union has also affected this region. In particular it has worsened the 
already high level of unemployment, especially among young people, adding to 
social instability. This prompted the Center for Peacebuilding (KOFF) to relaunch 
the Roundtable on the Balkans. The first meeting of the year 2012 in June was 
devoted mainly to an overview of the activities of various Swiss actors in the 
Balkans. Both the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) and the 
Human Security Division (HSD) of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA) 
presented their priorities for the region as well as their country strategies within 
the Swiss whole-of-government approach. They put the emphasis for example 
on dealing with the past, governance and the rule of law, political dialogue, the 
participation of minorities and Switzerland’s migration partnerships with Balkan 
countries. In this area the aim is to alleviate the causes of migration through 
local partnership projects involving the SDC and the Federal Office for Migration 
(FOM). The Division Europe, Central Asia, European Council, OSCE (ECACOD) of 
the FDFA also briefly outlined the challenges during the ongoing preparations for 
Switzerland’s chairmanship of the Organization for Security and Co-operation in 
Europe (OSCE) in 2014. In the long term the integration in the European Union of 
peaceful, stable, democratic Balkan countries oriented towards market economy 
remains a high priority for Switzerland.

As international donors increasingly withdraw from the Western Balkans the ques-
tion arises, how local civil society can continue to play an active role. Therefore, it 
is necessary to pay greater attention to the questions of legitimacy and the extent 
of support civil society actors have among the population. Closer cooperation 
between governmental and civil society actors notably at the local level could lead 
to increased accountability on both sides.

The constructive debates and the interest among the participants are  
proof that this KOFF Roundtable is necessary. There is demand for further  
discussions on such topics as migration and political dialogue with regard to the 
Balkans. 22.06.2012

 � KOFF Roundtable on the 

Balkans

 � SDC activities in the 

Western Balkans

 � SDC concept

 � Federal Office for Migra-

tion (FOM)

 � HSD

 � FDFA: OSCE Chair 2014

 � Publications of the 

Council for Inclusive 

Governance

cooperation”, has caused the Afghan population to increasingly view international 
civilian actors as part of the occupation. To maintain access to the civilian population 
without the presence of the military, lost trust must be regained. Humanitarian 
organizations therefore need to negotiate access to the civilian population with 
all parties to the conflict. The ICRC has followed such a strategy for three decades 
in Afghanistan. The unpredictability of the criminal organizations responsible for 
much of the violence and the difficulty of getting them to accept responsibility 
through negotiations makes it harder to implement this approach however.  
 15.06.2012

Further information:  

KOFF Olivier Haener

Further information:  

KOFF Can Deniz

http://www.swisspeace.ch/countries/south-eastern-europe.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/countries/south-eastern-europe.html
http://www.deza.admin.ch/de/Home/Laender/Westbalkan
http://www.deza.admin.ch/de/Home/Laender/Westbalkan
http://www.deza.admin.ch/ressources/resource_de_183694.pdf
http://www.bfm.admin.ch/bfm/de/home.html
http://www.bfm.admin.ch/bfm/de/home.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/dfa/orgcha/sectio/pad/pad4.html
http://www.news.admin.ch/message/index.html?lang=de&msg-id=43379
http://www.cigonline.net/publications.html
http://www.cigonline.net/publications.html
http://www.cigonline.net/publications.html
mailto:olivier.haener%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
mailto:can.deniz%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
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Links 2011 from a swisspeace perspective
In June the Swiss Peace Foundation swisspeace published its annual report 2011. 
swisspeace looks back on a positive year as it was for instance able to strengthen 
its cooperation with the University of Basel. The practice-oriented peace research 
institute, also hosting the Centre for Peacebuilding (KOFF), was able to acquire 
several new mandates. Since the dictator Ben Ali was ousted in Tunisia, swisspeace 
has contributed to the use by local NGOs of archives in dealing with human rights 
violations for example. The difficult situation between Sudan and South Sudan has 
also been at the center of various activities. The annual report 2011 describes the 
most important activities of the thematic programs and provides an outlook on 
future activities. 07.06.2012

 � swisspeace annual 

report

http://www.swisspeace.ch/publications/annual-reports.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/publications/annual-reports.html
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Focus 
Sudan and South Sudan: Why Has Separation Not  
Improved Relations?
South Sudan’s independence on 9 July 2011 was expected to enter the 
history books as the successful conclusion of a six and a half year peace 
process, ending decades of armed conflict between the Sudanese govern-
ment and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM). Such hopes 
have not been fulfilled however, and one year later the question arises as 
to the cause of the continued tensions between the two states.

After a final attempt at living together the population of South Sudan voted at 
the beginning of last year to secede from Sudan. For the SPLM the right of the 
South Sudanese to decide on unity or separation in a referendum was one, or even 
the essential condition for peace. The parties to the conflict agreed on it as early 
as July 2002 in the Machakos Protocol, the first of six accords that make up the  
Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) of January 2005. Beyond the satisfaction 
of the desire of the South Sudanese for freedom and independence, the comple-
mentary nature of the two economies and their mutual dependence in the oil 
sector caused observers one year ago to hope that relations between the two 
states would be friendly.

Tensions Following Independence

This hope was not fulfilled. Even before the South’s independence the Sudanese 
army marched into the disputed Abyei border region. A short time later conflict 
broke out again between the Sudanese government and rebels in South Kordofan 
and the Blue Nile which have been border regions since 2011. South Sudan then 
caught Sudan off guard with the introduction of a new national currency, to which 
Sudan responded with an economic embargo. When the two states were unable to 
agree on fees which the South should pay to the North for the use of its oil infra-
structure, South Sudan brought oil production to a complete standstill in January 
2012, provoking a financial and economic shock in both states. While fighting the 
rebels Sudan bombarded areas which South Sudan considers its own territory. In 
response the South occupied the area of Heglig, which provided more than half of 
the North’s remaining oil production. This resulted in the intervention of the UN 
Security Council, threatening both states with sanctions unless they end hostilities. 
On the basis of a “roadmap” the parties were given three months to find a soluti-
on. If these efforts fail, the African Union will be called in to arbitrate the conflict.

The immediate reason for the renewal of tensions is that substantial sections of 
the CPA were not implemented during the six year transition period and extremely 
important questions concerning the secession remained unanswered. For example 
the referendums that were supposed to take place in South Kordofan and the Blue 
Nile were never held. The results would have been fed back into constitutional 
reforms, which have not taken place. These processes could have helped to reduce 
tensions. The Sudanese government would have had no excuse for bombing the 
rebels in South Sudan for instance. Neither prior to the South’s independence nor 
since then have the two states been able to agree on borders. Both armies can 
therefore claim to be operating within their own territory.

 � swisspeace: Sudan 

platform

 � UN Resolution 2046 

on Sudan

 � Webtip

http://www.swisspeace.ch/countries/sudan.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/countries/sudan.html
http://daccess-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N12/327/77/PDF/N1232777.pdf
http://daccess-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N12/327/77/PDF/N1232777.pdf
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Domestic Politics as Explanation?

Why are the parties to the conflict unable to agree on compromises? Why do they 
prefer confrontation, when cooperation could be most advantageous to both 
sides? The standard answer refers to the political dynamics in both countries. The 
ruling parties in both Sudan and South Sudan are thought to be more concerned 
about staying in power than with the well-being of their citizens or the economy. 
According to this view leaders on both sides are trying to detract attention from 
bad governance and a lack of legitimacy by raising the specter of the enemy. The 
credibility of Sudan’s ruling National Congress Party (NCP) has been shaken by the 
loss of the South and the resulting economic crisis. Furthermore the NCP has been 
following developments in the Arab Spring with concern. In South Sudan on the 
other hand the SPLM is confronted with the fact that it is no longer being judged 
on the achievement of independence but on how well it can provide services to the 
citizens. Thus its ability to run governmental affairs is in the spotlight. Moreover 
the conflict helps both North and South to shape a national identity, since both 
have a heterogeneous population. 

Lack of Trust

But the domestic politics argument cannot explain everything. The decades of  
conflict have not fostered unity in either the North or the South. Furthermore the 
position of the SPLM in South Sudan has not come in for questioning any more 
than for example the ANC in South Africa after the first democratic elections in 
1994. The more likely obstacles to a constructive dialogue are the lack of mutual 
understanding. Trust and respect were so utterly destroyed during the decades 
of colonialism and war that it was not possible to rebuild them in the six and a 
half years of transition. The people of South Sudan no longer expect the North to 
honor the CPA. The statement of President Bashir that the leaders of South Sudan 
are “insects that should be disciplined with a stick” revived painful memories of 
decades of perceived servitude in the South. As for the people of the North, who 
have often expressed a wish for “fraternization” with those of the South, they 
have been badly shaken by the fact that 99% of the South Sudanese have no 
desire to live with them. 

One weakness of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement is that it makes no allowance 
for a process of dealing with the past. This approach has therefore been entirely 
neglected despite its potential as a key to peace between the two countries. Such 
an approach does however require strong, visionary and magnanimous leadership, 
which at present seems to be lacking on both sides.  20.06.2012

Further information:  

swisspeace Marco Pfister

mailto:marco.pfister%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
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News from Swiss NGOs

Links Fondation Hirondelle: Broadcasting in South Sudan
South Sudan is gearing up for the first anniversary of the country’s independence 
on 9 July 2011. At Radio Miraya’s studios in Juba the editorial team is preparing 
to look back at the first year of statehood, highlighting the achievements as well 
as the human side of the separation and independence experience. The mosaic 
of continuing news reports on the thorny issues of north-south negotiations,  
deteriorating security, corruption and social challenges is an indication of just how 
complex and challenging the task of statebuilding will be for the new nation and 
its population.

Radio Miraya was established following the Comprehensive Peace Agreement in 
2005 by Fondation Hirondelle and the United Nations Peacekeeping Mission in 
Sudan.  At independence, as the new UNMISS was set up in South Sudan, Radio 
Miraya underwent its own transformation in order to better address the needs of 
the southern population and of the new state. The radio now broadcasts 24 hours 
a day across all ten states.

The extraordinary euphoria a year ago is considerably dampened by the lack of 
resolution of outstanding CPA issues, the related oil shutdown and escalation 
of tensions along the border. It is estimated that 4.7 million people, half of the 
population of South Sudan, will be threatened by food insecurity in 2012. A spike 
in the consumer price index for May accompanied the news that more than 75 
current and former South Sudanese officials are suspected of embezzling up to $4 
billion in public funds since 2005. 

Radio Miraya will continue over the coming months to deepen its coverage of the 
critical issues of governance, especially corruption, justice and resource manage-
ment. Institutionally, the Fondation Hirondelle and UNMISS as partners of Radio 
Miraya will work together towards a common vision and work plan for the future 
of the radio in South Sudan. Independent and unbiased information and a platform 
for debate will remain critical to peace, human security and development in South 
Sudan.  18.06.2012

 � Fondation Hirondelle

 � Radio Miraya

 � The United Nations 

Office for the Coordina-

tion of Humanitarian 

Affairs

 � South Sudan National 

Bureau of Statistics

 � United Nations Mission 

in South Sudan

Further information:  

Fondation Hirondelle  

Anne M. Bennett

http://www.hirondelle.org
http://www.radiomiraya.org
http://www.unocha.org/south-sudan/
http://www.unocha.org/south-sudan/
http://www.unocha.org/south-sudan/
http://www.unocha.org/south-sudan/
http://ssnbs.org/
http://ssnbs.org/
http://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/missions/unmiss/
http://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/missions/unmiss/
mailto:abennett%40hirondelle.org?subject=


KOFF Newsletter No. 109 9

Links

Links

mission 21: Active in Sudan and South Sudan
mission 21 has been actively engaged in Sudan for almost four decades, and  
following South Sudan’s declaration of independence in July 2011 has been active 
in both states. mission 21 has in fact concentrated its projects mostly in the sou-
thern regions, where the organization collaborates with the Presbyterian Church 
of South Sudan (PCOSS) and the Sudan Council of Churches (SCC). The focus of 
cooperation with PCOSS has been the support for church administration as well as 
for theological training, women and youth work, education, and the combat against 
AIDS and its consequences. The partnership with the SCC on the other hand covers 
peacebuilding, reconciliation and the promotion of women and young people in the 
southern region Equatoria. mission 21’s partner organizations have also included 
the Presbyterian Relief and Development Agency (PRDA) for more than a decade. 
Together they promote rural development in particular by providing support for 
agriculture and food security as well as health care. A school of midwifery has been 
financed through the PRDA for example. 

The engagement of mission 21 in Sudan and South Sudan has taken a new turn 
since 2009 through cooperation with the “Program for Christian-Muslim Relations 
in Africa” (PROCMURA), which promotes peaceful relations between people of the 
two faiths in both regions. mission 21 staff on long and short term deployment 
plays an important role in developing relations with partner organizations and in 
joint projects and programs, performing an essential bridging function in relation 
to concerns, experiences and knowledge in the various contexts. However the 
ongoing conflicts and the precarious security situation are undermining efforts in 
both states. Another complicating factor in the North is the increasingly negative 
attitude of the government towards Christian organizations.  06.06.2012

 � mission 21: Projects in 

Sudan and South Sudan

Further information: 

mission 21  

Armin Zimmermann

miva Switzerland: 80th Jubilee
miva Switzerland’s support for local peacebuilding projects is but a small piece 
in a large jigsaw puzzle. miva above all helps to finance means of transport and 
communication for partner organizations in developing countries. Although limited 
its contributions to local projects are important, since they allow more mobility 
and ensure vital contacts. 

The implementation of a “Do no Harm” approach requires the development of 
methods to ensure conflict-sensitive assessment of one‘s own effort. It represents 
a real challenge to a small organization like miva. The large number of small 
contributions involved further complicates self-assessment. For this reason miva 
Switzerland also relies on long term experiences and partnerships. The organization 
was founded in 1932 by students at Swiss Catholic high schools, and after 80 years 
of consistent project work can count on a diverse network that includes local NGOs, 
church organizations and international partners. This enables miva to choose with 
confidence among the many requests from organizations those capable of serving 
as active connectors in areas of conflict.

 � miva

 � Project in Colombia

 � miva anniversary

http://www.mission-21.org/partner-und-projekte/projekte/afrika/sudan-suedsudan/
http://www.mission-21.org/partner-und-projekte/projekte/afrika/sudan-suedsudan/
mailto:armin.zimmermann%40mission-21.org?subject=
http://www.miva.ch/de/startseite.html
http://www.miva.ch/nc/de/projekte/aktuelle-projekte.html?tx_nezzoworldmap_pi1%5BcontinentId%5D=5&tx_nezzoworldmap_pi1%5BcountryId%5D=47&tx_nezzoworldmap_pi1%5BprojectId%5D=124
http://www.miva.ch/de/80-jahre/das-jubilaeum.html
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For example miva Switzerland helped to finance a motor boat for a so-called  
“peace community” near the Urrà dam in Colombia. This community refuses 
contact with military, paramilitary, guerrilla forces, and all parties to the conflict. 
As a result all road links to this remote community have been blocked. Due to the 
tense security situation local people were forced to seek alternative transportation 
routes. Thanks to the miva boat this community is now able not only to ensure 
supplies of food and medicines but also to remain in contact with the 19 other 
peace communities located around the reservoir. The support provided by miva is 
also important because it allows partner organizations to extent the radius of their 
peace projects.  11.06.2012

Further information:  

miva Gabriella Wiss

GfbV: Binational Protected Area in the Amazon
During the UN Conference on Sustainable Development Rio+20 the Society for 
Threatened Peoples (GfbV) and representatives of indigenous organizations from 
Brazil and Peru launched an appeal for the creation of a binational protected area 
in the border region between Brazil and Peru for uncontacted indigenous peoples. 
The proposal was made public at a side event in Rio de Janeiro entitled “Sustainable 
Development and Indigenous People‘s Rights”.

According to the initiators there is an urgent need to ensure that uncontacted 
peoples’ right to self determination and their decision to live in voluntary isolation 
are respected. This will require not only the creation of protected areas but also 
border protection. Checkpoints are needed at strategic roads and communication 
points to prevent the infiltration of illegal loggers, gold miners and drug dealers. 
Protected areas are currently the only way of allowing indigenous peoples, who 
have chosen to live in isolation, to continue living in accordance with their own 
traditions. Only strictly enforced bans in such protected areas can ward off the 
threats posed by deforestation, mining endeavors and electrical power projects.

Representatives of the Society for Threatened Peoples took advantage of the Rio 
Conference to discuss various proposals and options in greater depth with the 
representatives of indigenous organizations from Peru and Brazil. Who should 
have responsibility for protecting the borders of this area remains an unresolved 
question. As far as the Peruvian representative is concerned this responsibility 
must be entrusted to the indigenous people themselves. There is still a long way to  
go, however, before the recognition and implementation of the protected areas. To 
demarcate the protected areas mapped out by the “Comissão Pro-Indio-Acre” the 
active participation of governmental indigenous welfare organizations is necessary 
at the planning stage. In this context European partner organizations could help 
by putting increased pressure on the relevant authorities. 25.06.2012

Further information:  

GfbV Christoph Wiedmer

 � GfbV

 � Report in German: 

Gebrochene Verspre-

chen – düstere Zukunft

 � Campaign on the pro-

tection of uncontacted 

indigenous people in 

Peru and Brazil

mailto:wiss%40miva.ch?subject=
mailto:christoph.wiedmer%40gfbv.ch?subject=
http://gfbv.ch/index1.html
http://assets.gfbv.ch/downloads/gfbv_bericht_gebrochene_versprechen_dustere_zukunft.pdf
http://assets.gfbv.ch/downloads/gfbv_bericht_gebrochene_versprechen_dustere_zukunft.pdf
http://assets.gfbv.ch/downloads/gfbv_bericht_gebrochene_versprechen_dustere_zukunft.pdf
http://www.gfbv.ch/de/kampagnen___projekte/peru_brasilien__schutz_der_unkontaktierten_indigenen_volker2.cfm
http://www.gfbv.ch/de/kampagnen___projekte/peru_brasilien__schutz_der_unkontaktierten_indigenen_volker2.cfm
http://www.gfbv.ch/de/kampagnen___projekte/peru_brasilien__schutz_der_unkontaktierten_indigenen_volker2.cfm
http://www.gfbv.ch/de/kampagnen___projekte/peru_brasilien__schutz_der_unkontaktierten_indigenen_volker2.cfm
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News from Swiss Government Agencies
HSD Activities in South Sudan
Just one year after South Sudan gained independence from Sudan the political and 
socioeconomic situation in both countries has worsened. Armed clashes continue 
in Darfur, while South Kordofan and the Blue Nile are affected by warlike fighting. 
The presence of various rebel groups and interethnic conflicts have destabilizing 
effects in South Sudan. The escalation reached a peak in April when the armies 
of both states clashed. The economic situation in both the North and the South 
appears bleak and hundreds of thousands of people have been displaced. There 
are three reasons that explain these negative developments.

First, political tensions between the two states have increased considerably due 
to the lack of agreement with regard to the fees for the oil transit and the halting 
of oil production by South Sudan. This affected the economy in both countries 
considerably. Secondly, solutions have yet to be found for key issues in the peace 
agreement such as borders, citizenship and how to share the national debt. Without 
a negotiated settlement for all of these questions it will be difficult to achieve a 
lasting peace. Thirdly, to date the centre-periphery relationships, resources and 
power-sharing conflicts have not been tackled sufficiently.

After providing technical support during the negotiations in the areas of assets 
and liabilities as well as on currency and banking system, Switzerland is at present 
advising both countries on the debt relief process. The Human Security Division 
(HSD) of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA) is providing expertise 
for the drafting of an inclusive constitution in South Sudan. It also assists the new 
state in setting up an operational Ministry of Foreign Affairs while promoting the 
Councils of Traditional Authority Leaders (COTALs) as an interface between the 
traditional authorities and modern state structures.  19.06.2012

Further information:  

Desk Great Horn of Africa, 

HSD, FDFA Frank Schürch

 � HSD

mailto:frank.schuerch%40eda.admin.ch?subject=
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/en/home/dfa/orgcha/sectio/pad/pad4.html
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Info

Web Tip

Blog, Documents and Reports on Sudan and South Sudan
The blog of Magdi El Gizouli, a Fellow of the Kenyan Rift Valley Institute, offers 
analyses which focus in particular on Sudanese domestic politics and the relations 
between Sudan and South Sudan. The site also provides commentary on new 
publications and media reports on the region.

The renowned Rift Valley Institute itself makes the most important and compre-
hensive collection of electronic documents on Sudan available to a wide public. 
The Sudan Open Archive provides access to the first 32 volumes of the “Sudan 
Notes and Records”, the leading academic journal on the region, as well as to 
other publications, reports and maps. 

The English-language information portal Sudan Tribune can be recommended for 
reliable daily reports on Sudan and South Sudan. As well as news items it offers 
analyses and commentaries by Sudanese, South Sudanese and international jour-
nalists and experts.  20.06.2012

 � StillSUDAN: Blog of 

Magdi El Gizouli

 � Sudan Open Archive

 � Sudan Tribune informa-

tion portal

swisspeace Working Paper on Negotiability of Armed 
Groups 
The new swisspeace working paper develops a framework to analyze the circum-
stances under which non-state armed groups lay down their weapons and recognize 
a conflict as negotiable. For the concept of “negotiability“ to be given, a critical 
mass within the group must perceive a negotiated solution as desirable, legitimate 
and achievable. Rather than a single and linear decision, the transformation towards 
negotiability is an evolving and potentially reversible process. 

Based on a review of literature and a series of interviews with experienced  
mediation practitioners the paper argues that intra-group processes mediate the 
perception of negotiability. The analytical framework in the paper presents two 
factors that must be present for an armed group to move towards negotiability. 
First, the group needs to perceive an irredeemable and painful status quo, the 
“hurting stalemate”, pushing it away from the combative strategy and making 
negotiations desirable. Second, the armed group must sense the prospect of a 
satisfactory agreement, the “way out”, pulling it towards negotiations. A peace 
process thus has to be compatible with the group’s worldview and interests. It 
requires some basic confidence in the government as a negotiating partner. The 
group must also have some trust in the negotiation process.

The working paper recognizes that third parties may foster negotiability and 
therefore can convince the rebels of the futility of continued armed struggle and 
of the attractiveness of a negotiated exit.   08.06.2012

 � swisspeace Working 

Paper 1| 2012: A Time 

to Fight, and a Time to 

Talk? Negotiability of 

Armed Groups

http://stillsudan.blogspot.ch/
http://stillsudan.blogspot.ch/
http://www.sudanarchive.net/
http://www.sudantribune.com/
http://www.sudantribune.com/
http://www.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Publications/WP1_2012.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Publications/WP1_2012.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Publications/WP1_2012.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Publications/WP1_2012.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Publications/WP1_2012.pdf
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International Partner Organizations

News from ten  

international KOFF  

partner organizations.

Info Berghof Foundation
 � The Berghof Foundation calls for tenders on “Virtual Spaces for Conflict Trans-
formation”. This year’s Grant for Innovation in Conflict Transformation focuses 
on the potential of internet-based platforms and social media to promote  
(or obstruct) conflict transformation. Proposals can be submitted until 7 July. 
Further details and online application form.

EPLO
 � EPLO welcomes the Budapest Centre for the International Prevention of Genocide 
and Mass Atrocities as new member organization. The membership application 
was recently approved by the EPLO General Assembly.

FriEnt
 � The latest edition of the FriEnt-Impulse on the UN Conference on Sustainable 
Development Rio+20 shows that sustainable peace was not an issue at the 
conference. The publication also reports on other topics including the expert 
views on the situation in Sudan and South Sudan. 

Plattform Zivile Konfliktbearbeitung
 � This year’s peace report by the German Platform for Peaceful Conflict  
Management is devoted to the implications for peace policy of the decline of 
Western dominance and the increase of international influence of emerging 
countries such as Brazil, India and China.

 � Berghof Foundation

 � CDA Collaborative 
Learning Projects

 � Conciliation 
Resources

 � EPLO

 � forumZFD

 � FriEnt

 � GIZ

 � GPPAC foundation

 � International Alert

 � Plattform Zivile 
Konfliktbearbeitung

Events

This section gives pointers 

to selected events related 

to civilian peacebuilding.

Info  � medico international Switzerland and Direct Solidarity with Chiapas are or-
ganizing events on human rights work and social movements following the  
presidential elections in Mexico, on 4 July in Zurich and on 6 July in Bern. Program.

 � The Institute for Conflict Transformation and Peacebuilding (ICP) is organizing 
its 5th International Summer Academy on the Arab uprisings from the point of 
view of conflict transformation, 3-7 August at the conference centre in Caux. 
Registration until 10 July, Program.

 � Peace Watch Switzerland (PWS) and Peace Brigades International (PBI) are jointly 
organizing events to provide information on voluntary protective accompaniments 
of human rights activists in Honduras, Colombia, Guatemala, Chiapas, Nepal and 
Palestine/Israel. The events are taking place on 25 August in Bern, 4 September 
in Geneva and 8 September in Zurich. The PWS training for deployment in Latin 
America is scheduled for 28.10-03.11, and for deployment in Palestine/Israel for 
27-30.09 and 18-21.10. PBI will as well be conducting an introductory training 
session on 29-30.09 in Solothurn.

http://www.berghof-foundation.org/en/news/183/call-for-tenders-2012/
http://www.berghof-foundation.org/en/expertise/grants-awards-scholarships/#application-process
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.genocideprevention.eu/Home/Home.html
http://www.genocideprevention.eu/Home/Home.html
http://www.frient.de/publikationen-service/dokumente/library/frient-impulse-062012.html
http://www.bicc.de/uploads/pdf/press/2012/FGA_Presse-Erkl%C3%A4rung_220512.pdf
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.berghof-foundation.org
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.forumzfd.de/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.giz.de/
http://www.gppac.net/page.php?id=1
http://www.international-alert.org/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.medicointernational.ch/aktuelles/veranstaltungen.html
http://www.iicp.ch/de/node/441
http://www.iicp.ch/sites/default/files/2012_SAK_Flyer_d_NEW(1).pdf
http://www.iicp.ch/sites/default/files/SAK%20Konzept%202012%20Deutsch%20aktuell_0.pdf
http://www.peacewatch.ch
http://www.peacebrigades.ch/


KOFF Newsletter No. 109  14

Publisher:   Center for Peacebuilding (KOFF) / swisspeace

Address:   Sonnenbergstrasse 17, CH - 3000 Bern 7  

Tel: +41 (0)31 330 12 12; Fax: +41 (0)31 330 12 13 

Editing:  Lukas Krienbuehl, Daniel Hofer

Translation: Eric Edgell-Grimley

Layout: Liliana Rossier

Publication dates: The KOFF newsletter appears in German, English and French on the first day of every month (except  
 August 1 and January 1). The newsletter is distributed electronically. All previously published editions  
 are available on the KOFF website as PDFs. The keyword search engine provides direct acces to all  
 articles of the online archive.

KOFF is a swisspeace program. It is sponsored jointly by the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA) and the following 
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DCAF • Eirene Switzerland • Fondation  Hirondelle • Forum für Friedenserziehung •  Geneva Call • Green Cross Switzerland 
• GSoA • HEKS • Helvetas Swiss Intercooperation • ICP • Interpeace • LIPS • Media21 • Medico International Schweiz 
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 � An international colloquium on “Peace and Constitutions” is due to take place 
in Dijon on 20-21 September, organized by the University of Burgundy’s Law 
and Political Science Research Centre in collaboration with the French branch 
of Mayors for Peace (AFCDRP).

http://www.swisspeace.ch/projects/koff.html
http://www.swisspeace.org/
mailto:lukas.krienbuehl@swisspeace.ch
mailto:daniel.hofer%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
mailto:newtrim@fastwebnet.it
mailto:liliana.rossier@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/projects/koff/activities/publications/koff-newsletter-pdf-archive.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/projects/koff/activities/publications/newsletter-archive.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch
http://www.alliancesud.ch
http://www.demilitarisation.org/
http://www.bahai.ch/
http://www.bruecke-lepont.ch/
http://www.caritas.ch/
http://www.caux.ch/de/home
http://www.cfd-ch.org/e/index.php
http://www.cimera.ch/
http://www.dcaf.ch/
http://www.eirenesuisse.ch
http://www.hirondelle.org/
http://www.friedenserziehung.ch/
http://www.genevacall.org
http://www.greencross.ch/en/index.html
http://www.gsoa.ch/
http://www.heks.ch/
http://www.helvetas.ch/
http://www.iicp.ch/
http://www.wsp-international.org/
http://www.lips-org.ch/
http://media21geneva.org/
http://www.medicointernational.ch/
http://www.medienhilfe.ch
http://www.mission-21.org
http://www.miva.ch/
http://www.refbejuso.ch/content/showInfo.asp?InfoId=791
http://www.peacebrigades.ch/
http://www.peacewatch.ch
http://www.peacewatch.ch
http://www.1000peacewomen.org/
http://www.pestalozzi.ch/sw67.asp
http://www.afsc.org/quno.htm
http://www.friedensrat.ch/
http://www.frauenbund.ch/
http://www.solidar.ch/
http://www.scich.org/
http://www.gfbv.ch/index1.html
http://www.swissaid.ch/
http://www.sad.ch/
http://www.fastenopfer.ch/
http://www.redcross.ch
http://www.redcross.ch
http://www.osar.ch/
http://www.terre-des-femmes.ch/
http://www.terredeshommes.ch/
http://www.trial-ch.org/en/home.html
http://www.frauenfuerdenfrieden.ch/
http://www.frauenfuerdenfrieden.ch/
http://www.worldvision.ch/
http://credespo.u-bourgogne.fr/paix-et-constitutions.html

