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A returnee girl attending class under a tree at St. Joseph’s primary school near Yei, South Sudan. 
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SSSOOOUUUTTTHHH   SSSUUUDDDAAANNN   
   

Security 
The general security situation in Bahr el Jebel State was relatively calm except for the reported continuous 
presence/activity of the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA). In Juba town, petty crimes were reported. The 
SPLM/A-controlled areas remained relatively stable at UNDSS (UN Department of Safety and Security) 
security phase III.  
 
New First Vice President sets up interim administration for the South 
On 9 July, former SPLM/A chief Dr. John Garang de Mabior was sworn in as 1st Vice President of the 
Republic of Sudan and President of South Sudan. In his first decrees as Vice President, Dr. John Garang 
dissolved the SPLM/A leadership on 16 July, with the exception of the judiciary authority, and appointed the 
transitional administration for South Sudan. He dissolved all southern state governments and SPLM/A county 
secretaries (commissioners), established an administrative structure of 10 states and appointed new 
administrative supervisors ad interim. New commissioners will be appointed after the completion of the 
constitution of South Sudan, when the Government of South Sudan will be formed. During his first visit to 
Rumbek as Vice President, where he addressed the people of South Sudan in Freedom Square, Dr. Garang 
mentioned that the priorities established with the President of the Republic of Sudan, Mr. Omar Bashir, and 
the 2nd Vice President, Mr. Osman Taha, are to bring peace in Darfur and East Sudan, end the presence of 
the LRA in the country, involve the National Democratic Alliance in the implementation of the Comprehensive 
Peace Agreement and disband all militia groups operating in South Sudan. Dr. Garang mentioned that a 
restructured SPLM/A will become part of Sudan’s national army and highlighted the urgent need to put in 
place a law enforcement structure.  
 
Population movements in Juba 
According to information gathered from local chiefs in Wanduruba, Kajo Keji and Eastern Equatoria, a total of 
76 persons were reported to have arrived in Juba during the first week of July. They came mainly from Yei 
and Kajo Keji. It appears that some of these persons came to Juba on family visits and to assess the 
situation before deciding to stay and restart their lives. Meanwhile, information from the Humanitarian Aid 
Commission (HAC) office suggests that the Ministry of Information has instructed local tribal chiefs to receive 
and register all returnees in their localities. They state that this information is for the purpose of monitoring by 
the Government. 
 
Increasing number of “returnee students” in Juba is reaching limit and teachers go on strike  
In Juba, the increasing number of “returnee students” is reaching a critical stage in both primary and 
secondary schools – especially at the English schools of Buluk A basic school and Juba Day secondary 
school which have exceeded their capacity and cannot accept any more returnees. Some classes have well 
over 100 students. These recently enrolled “returnee” students are mainly from Uganda and SPLM/A-
controlled areas; however, the students from SPLM/A areas said that they came to Juba in search of better 
education opportunities and because the enrolment/registration fees are lower in Juba than in those areas. 
After the signing of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement, movement between SPLM/A and Government-
controlled areas became easier, and cheaper education available in Juba became a magnet for many 
students. A profiling exercise for returnee students has been organised jointly by the Ministry of Education, 
UNICEF and UNHCR. 
 
On 19 July, teachers in Juba Day secondary school went on strike demanding the payment of overtime and 
incentives for teaching extra hours/lessons to cope with the high demand for courses in English. Juba Day is 
the only governmental secondary school which provides teaching in English and accommodates over 1,200 
students, nearly half of whom are returnees. Since the beginning of May, the school has been teaching 
classes in two shifts – morning and afternoon – to accommodate the increased number of students. The 
Ministry of Education has promised to pay for overtime and UNHCR has approached WFP to provide food as 
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an incentive to teachers and as an interim measure to help alleviate the situation. At the same time, UNHCR 
will coordinate with the Ministry of Education and UNICEF to find a solution.  
 
UNHCR Representative meets with Congolese and Ethiopian refugees in Juba 
During his visit to Juba on 14-17 July, the UNHCR Representative in Sudan, Kalunga Lutato, met with 
Congolese refugees, who reiterated their desire to return to the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). They 
expressed their frustration with their current situation as well as the hope that they would soon be assisted to 
return to their homes. UNHCR Juba is coordinating with UNHCR Kinshasa on this. The Representative also 
met with the Ethiopian Anuak refugees displaced from the Gambella region, who inquired whether UNHCR 
would assist them to return home. He explained that if they decide to return and if the security situation 
permits, UNHCR would be ready to assist.  
 
Congolese refugees displaced by LRA attacks  
Following attacks by the LRA on 3 July, about 40 families of Congolese refugees (70 people) fled to Juba 
from their base in Rejaf, east of Juba near the river. The group of refugees, made up mainly of elderly 
persons, escaped to Juba leaving everything they owned. By 10 July, all the refugees, including the more 
able-bodied males who had helped the elder persons to move, arrived at another Congolese refugee 
settlement inside Juba town. UNHCR provided plastic sheeting, blankets, kitchen utensils and some clothing 
to alleviate the dire situation of the refugees during the ongoing rainy season. In addition, WFP provided a 
one-month food ration. The distribution took place on 19 July.  
 
Population movements in Malakal 
HAC and Adventist Development and Relief Association (ADRA) continued to register returning Sudanese 
from Ethiopia and IDPs from the North. According to ADRA, between 15 and 19 July, 2,030 returnees (417 
families) arrived in Malakal town. Most are on transit to Atar, Nasir, Tanger and Renk. HAC and ADRA 
carried out joint distribution of food and non-food items. Six returnees from Ethiopia (all Nuer-Sudanese 
nationals), already registered with HAC and ADRA, were interviewed by UNHCR. All claimed to have 
registered at one point in Fugnido and Dimma camps and, afterwards, left for Addis Ababa for various 
reasons and then onward for Khartoum after obtaining a travel permit to Malakal via Khartoum.    
 
The acting wali of Malakal informed UNHCR about large numbers of returnees from Gambella in Maiwut 
(30,000) and Mabaan (40,000) located north of the Nasir region. UN agencies in Malakal are planning an 
assessment mission to Maiwut and, if possible, to Mabaan. Due to the inaccessibility to these locations, the 
mission can be carried out only by helicopter. 
 
Population movements in Equatoria 
While visiting Tambura county (Equatoria), it was reported to UNHCR that the remaining IDP population in 
Mabia camp (an estimated 300 individuals) are moving on foot to their areas of origin in Raja county, Bahr el 
Ghazal.  
 
Meanwhile, the Commissioner of Tambura county informed UNHCR that some 24,000 returnees have been 
registered by SRT/SRRC (Sustainable Returns Team/Sudan Relief and Rehabilitation Commission) and are 
residing with their relatives. However, the reported figures by SRT/SRRC seem to be exaggerated due to an 
inefficient registering and monitoring system. It was also reported that the returnees are facing problems in 
reintegrating in the local communities as they have almost nothing with them to sustain themselves. Their 
immediate relatives are trying to assist them but they do not have many resources themselves. The local 
authorities and NGOs have requested urgent assistance for these returnees.  
 
The SRT/SRRC enumerator, Yambio, reported that during the last week 18 returnee families, comprising 91 
individuals, were registered in Yambio payam and 20 returnee families, comprising 111 individuals, coming 
back from the Central African Republic (CAR) and the DRC. The majority of returnees reported harassment 
on their way back.  
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Sudanese refugees in Ethiopia make their way home 
It is being reported that high numbers of refugees have left Bonga camp (Gambella) for Sudan. Efforts are 
being made to know the actual number, possibly the names and destinations in Sudan.  
 
Sudanese asylum-seekers continue to register with UNHCR in Egypt 
Since January this year, 1,747 Sudanese have registered with the UNHCR office in Cairo. Asylum-seekers 
continue to arrive from Sudan, but there has been a notable decrease over the last six months in the number 
of applicants originating from South Sudan (down to only 121 registering in June), along with an increase in 
the percentage of applicants from Darfur and northern Sudan. Thirteen people registered for voluntary 
repatriation in June - two indicated the wish to return to South Sudan.  
 
UNHCR Cairo continues to hold weekly briefings for the Sudanese community with persons from a number of 
different tribes, the two most recent ones with representatives of the Dinka community and with a group of 
Bari women. These briefings involve an update of UN operations and recent events in South Sudan as well 
as an explanation of voluntary repatriation and the relevant policies of UNHCR Cairo. Questions posed by 
participants generally include the voluntary nature of repatriation, protection concerns in Cairo and links 
between voluntary repatriation and resettlement. Participants also inquire regularly about vocational training 
for returnees prior to return, security concerns in South Sudan and what assistance packages are available 
on return. Common questions relate to housing, restitution of property, jobs and schools. Participants also 
express concern regarding rights to pension accrued working in Sudan (many were teachers and/or had 
husbands who worked for the Government) as well as lost salaries.  
 
Preparing for voluntary repatriation from Uganda 
UNHCR offices in the north of Uganda (Arua and Pakelle) are carrying out a verification exercise in 
preparation for voluntary repatriation to Sudan and, in collaboration with implementing partners, conducting a 
survey among a sample of Sudanese refugees to enquire about their views on repatriation. Thus, no official 
registration of new arrivals has been carried out during the last weeks (since January 2004, there has been 
an influx of Sudanese new arrivals into Uganda; in 2005 alone UNHCR Arua and Pakelle registered 9,356 
newcomers from South Sudan). However, the general impression is that the number of new arrivals has 
decreased considerably. UNHCR staff in the field and local authorities report that around 70 people arrived 
during the month of July, many claiming they fled LRA attacks. 
 
Sudanese residing in Uganda  
The Government authorities in Yumbe district of Uganda have reportedly issued a statement to dislocate the 
Sudanese residing in three border villages, namely Kilaji, Angunyafe and Wasiku, in order to give room for 
aforestation. According to the SRRC Secretary of Kajo Keji county, the three villages are inhabited by a 
majority of Sudanese who arrived during the “Anyanya 1” civil war between 1956 and 1972. The challenge 
facing the local authorities in Kajo Keji county is how to respond to a movement of returnees in case no 
alternative land is given to the Sudanese in Uganda. UNHCR’s strategy will be to assist the uprooted if need 
be. These Sudanese communities are self-settled in Uganda and are not registered refugees.  
 
IDP survey to be carried out in the South  
UNHCR Rumbek met with IOM and OCHA to discuss the need, methodology and implementation for an IDP 
survey in South Sudan, based upon and similar to the IDP survey undertaken in North Sudan by UNHCR, 
IOM and other agencies and NGOs. A project description is being drafted and discussions will be held with 
the authorities to identify priority locations.  
 
Protection Working Group South 
UNHCR chaired the Protection Working Group South on 27 July. A follow-up on the inter-agency assessment 
reports on Upper Nile was discussed, including the need to continue making interventions with the authorities 
in Ethiopia in order to prevent forced movements of refugees towards Sudan as well as the need to explore 
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the possibility of local integration as a durable solution. A new unified format to report protection-related 
information during return and reintegration was also discussed.  
 
UNHCR starts a Protection Working Group in Malakal 
UNHCR Malakal has initiated a Protection Working Group in Malakal. It will meet on 28 July for the first time 
and will be chaired by UNHCR. The group will discuss the protection regime in Malakal (including 
registration, land property rights and returnee monitoring).  
 
Upcoming workshop for law enforcement officers 
UNHCR Yei started negotiations with the South Sudan Institute of Development Studies in Yei to prepare for 
a workshop for law enforcement officers to take place during August.  
 
Skills for southern Sudan 
UNHCR met with the NGO “Skills for southern Sudan” and agreed on cooperation in identifying qualified 
Sudanese refugees looking for work in Sudan. Vacancies will be shared between UNHCR and the NGO. 
 
Progress on Community-Based Reintegration Projects 
 
Rumbek 

• The rehabilitation of the pediatric ward of the Rumbek hospital, implemented through the Comitato 
Collaborazione Medica (CCM), is almost complete. A final inspection will be conducted at the end of 
July and then formally handed over to the hospital’s authorities.  

 
Yei 

• Aktion Afrika Hilfe (AAH) facilitated a one day HIV/AIDS awareness training for students at Loka 
primary and secondary school on 25 July (the third in a series of workshops being conducted by AAH 
for schools).The workshop was attended by 152 students and 10 instructors. The session focused on 
prevention of HIV/AIDS and of discrimination against people living with AIDS. AAH also distributed 
agricultural tools to 1,000 households in each of the two counties of Yei and Morobo. 

• ACROSS is making progress in school construction at Yari, on the road to Uganda, and at Kinji, 
close to Yei town.  

• GTZ has started training 16 community workers who are expected to be deployed to Kajo Keji within 
the next two weeks to work on the GTZ/UNHCR community-based reintegration projects. The 
training will focus on providing the participants skills in community needs assessment and analysis, 
community mobilization and gender awareness.  

• Four kilometres of the Yei-Lasu road have been marked and de-mined by the Mine Action Group 
(MAG). 

  
Kajo Keji 

• American Refugee Committee (ARC) is constructing six primary health care units and one primary 
health care centre. ARC has also drilled five boreholes. Borehole management and maintenance for 
the community is being undertaken and hygiene clubs have been established. 

• SUHA is training 40 community health workers at its Jalimo health training school. 
• Antiretroviral drugs were initiated in Kajo Keji’s Mundali hospital and, so far, a total of 13 HIV/AIDS 

patients are beneficiaries.  
• Construction is ongoing in four primary (Mere, Lire, Jondale and Andasile] and three secondary 

(Liwolo, Lire and Pamoju) schools. Distribution of scholastic materials to primary schools is 
progressing well. 

 
 
 
 



UNHCR Sudan Operations                 6/15  

Yambio 
• The renovation of the county health office is in progress. Africa Development and Emergency 

Organisation (ADEO) visited two other health facilities (Basukangbi and Ndorom) which need to be 
rehabilitated.  

• Infrastructure rehabilitation of the Rimense health centre was completed. 
• The second two-day HIV/AIDS workshop focusing on family members/caretakers of people living 

with HIV/AIDS was held in Nzara with a total of 40 participants.  
• A sexual and gender-based violence (SGBV) workshop training was organized by ADEO in 

consultation with UNHCR Yambio and the county health department. Thirty-five participants attended 
the workshop (of whom nine were women) and included representatives of the SRRC, police, 
military, prison, judiciary, hospital, county health department, county education department, civil 
society and religious groups. The topics covered SGBV in general and, in particular, human rights, 
returnees and children. 

• The ADRA training of 46 teachers enrolled for phase one is now in the closing stage. These teachers 
have been assessed and evaluated on the application of knowledge and skills acquired through 
teaching practice.  

• International Aid Services (IAS) is rehabilitating the boreholes in Ezo and Tambura - 11 boreholes in 
Tambura and four boreholes in Source-Yubu in Tambura 

 
 

 
Renovation of a primary health care unit in Yambio county. UNHCR/M. Ahmed 

 
UNHCR initiates sustainable livelihoods programme in South Sudan 
In March 2005, UNHCR initiated a sustainable livelihoods programme in South Sudan. The objective of the 
programme is to ensure that communities that receive returning refugees and IDPs are able to adopt 
livelihood strategies that contribute towards improved food security, improved sustainability of natural 
resources, increased income for all, especially for the most vulnerable members of the community, and 
reduced vulnerability. A first phase of the programme started in Western Equatoria. Initial interventions 
included regenerating agriculture-based livelihoods by providing returnees and destitute members of the 
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community with seeds, tools and technical support to restore local food self–sufficiency. Other interventions 
included improving the supply of clean water, constructing and equipping primary heath care centres and 
supporting small business enterprises in urban and semi–urban areas where many returnees have opted to 
settle. UNHCR, FAO and the SPLM/A Secretariat of Agriculture and Animal Resources (SAAR) are now 
designing a collaborative programme to promote sustainable livelihoods in the main areas or return. The 
areas to be targeted in the initial phase will include Western Equatoria, Bor and Pochalla. At a later stage, 
Upper Nile, Torit, Akobo, Juba and counties in northern Bahr el-Ghazal will also be considered. The 
programme is expected to take effect in August 2005. Materials for a training workshop to take place at the 
beginning of implementation of the programme will be prepared. 
 
Study on land tenure in Kajo Keji county 
A study on land tenure, commissioned by the SPLM/A Secretariat for Agriculture and Natural Resources, is 
being carried out in Kajo Keji county. The researcher indicated a potential for conflict between IDPs and 
returnees in certain payams and suggested that a solution be found before repatriation movements start.  
 
Japanese government officials visit the South  
A JICA (Japanese Governmental Aid Agency) delegation visited Juba between 10-12 July, to assess the 
situation in South Sudan and also to determine their policy on future assistance and development aid. During 
their debriefing meeting with heads of UN agencies, JICA stated that their initial focus would be in the areas 
of road reconstruction and water and sanitation in Juba. Both issues were highlighted by UNHCR as 
important challenges in the development and reconstruction of Juba to create peace and an environment in 
which returns could be sustained. They had previously visited Yei on 9 July, where they had seen some of 
the ongoing community-based reintegration projects. 
 
Update on funding situation for South Sudan as at 18 July 
Requirements (includes countries of asylum): US$ 76,347,770 
2005 Contributions: US$ 32,674,272 
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   DDDAAARRRFFFUUURRR 
 

 
An IDP girl holds her brother in Seliah camp, north of El Geneina, West Darfur. UNHCR/H. Caux 

 
Security 
On 16 July, violence erupted during a food distribution in Mornei camp, the largest IDP camp in West Darfur.  
The food distribution, which was organized by WFP and its partners, was disrupted by a group of outsiders 
who were not from the camp population. In the ensuing violence, a total of 20 persons were injured and two 
killed. As a result of the incident, humanitarian workers withdrew from Mornei and were relocated to El 
Geneina, with the exception of Medecins Sans Frontieres. Following the incident, UNDSS carried out a 
security assessment in Mornei on 20-22 July and a security plan involving the Government, the African Union 
(AU) and community security elements has been prepared for future food registration/distribution efforts. The 
situation in Mornei is currently calm and quiet, but there is little food in the camp and the people are hungry.  
 
In South Darfur, following repeated robberies against offices and residences of humanitarian agencies, 
UNDSS is conducting joint night patrols with the police to ensure security for the international community in 
their compounds. The security situation in Barakatoli, south of Nyala, Gereida and Marla continues to affect 
the civilian population in their villages of origin and has led to the displacement of more than 3,000 people. 
The displaced have recently arrived in Belil and Al Serif camp. The IDPs that arrived in Al Serif camp were 
relocated by HAC to Al Salaam camp which is in very poor conditions. Furthermore, the area surrounding the 
camp had been experiencing attacks, killing and looting by armed militias. A request will be made to the 
Government to implement minimum living conditions and adequate security to allow humanitarian aid 
workers to assist the IDPs. 
 
International community develops plan of action to address food distribution/registration issues 
Following the disruption of the food re-registration exercise and subsequent restricted access of the IDP 
camps in the El Geneina and Mornei areas, the international community has developed a plan of action to 
address the situation through the formation of a task force (UNDSS, WFP, OCHA, SC-US, Concern, MedAir), 
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a nutrition team (WFP, UNICEF, WHO, SC-US, Concern), a camp coordinators’ forum (UNHCE, OCHA, 
Concern, Oxfam, TdH, IRW) and a communications group (UNHCR, WFP, OCHA, Concern, SC-US, TdH, 
WarChild, Help Age). The task force will oversee the entire procedure and ensure that adequate security is in 
place prior to any further food related activities the El Geneina and Mornei areas. The nutrition team reported 
a steady increase in malnutrition and is looking into supplementary and therapeutic feeding programmes to 
ensure nutritional needs are met until the regular food distribution resumes. The communications group is 
developing an information campaign utilizing women, youth and elderly groups to disseminate a uniform 
message and dispel rumors that have been circulating regarding the re-registration exercise. The message 
will be delivered in three parts including what/who is WFP, the reasons for the re-registration and distribution 
of new registration cards and the procedures for re-registration day. The information will be disseminated first 
to the sheiks, then to community groups and, when deemed appropriate, to the wider community. Re-
registration began for 7,000 persons in Mornei camp on 26 July and will continue until completed.  
 
Population movements 
The Commissioner of El Geneina stated that all Government-organized returns from South to West Darfur 
have been frozen until the end of the rainy season. There were a small number of spontaneous returns to 
areas in the south of South Darfur, related to the onset of rains and the need to cultivate. 
 
UNHCR and OCHA visit Birsaleeba to investigate claims that refugees have returned from Chad 
Following the latest claims by the West Darfur authorities that thousands of refugees in Chad had returned to 
Birsaleeba, UNHCR and OCHA jointly visited Birsaleeba. The mission found a cluster of about 40 temporary 
shelters made of plastic sheeting provided by the Government. Most of those at the site were men who had 
recently returned from Chad from villages on the Chadian side, not from UNHCR camps. It was reasonably 
clear that they had come due to offers of assistance from the Sudanese authorities and it is unlikely that they 
intend to stay there. They were not from Birsaleeba but from a village about one hour’s walk away. As the 
return does not appear to be genuine, UNHCR will not provide assistance but will continue to monitor the 
situation. 
 
UNHCR compiles report on locations of settlement/occupation of abandoned villages 
UNHCR has compiled a report on various locations in West Darfur where villages abandoned during the 
conflict are now being settled or occupied by others, often nomads. There are a variety of reasons for this 
phenomenon depending on the area. UNHCR has had a number of meetings with local and state 
government officials raising concern about the issue, particularly as it may impact on peaceful resolution of 
the conflict and the safe and dignified return of IDPs. In particular, UNHCR had a meeting with the 
Commissioner of Habila about the village of Sala where nomads are currently living. Many of the original 
inhabitants are unwilling to return while nomads are living in their village. The situation is exacerbated by the 
fact that WFP has made Sala a food distribution point. During the meeting with UNHCR, the Governor was 
willing to consider a proposal that if the nomads move back to their original locations, WFP can provide them 
with food there. The Commissioner will take this idea back to Habila and raise it with those currently living in 
Sala. 
 
UNHCR missions 
During a mission to Garsila, UNHCR found that all of the villages between Daleige and Waro are under 
pressure by the surrounding communities and are experiencing harassment and theft. Some villages do not 
have full access to their lands for cultivation and report that some areas are being cultivated by the 
surrounding communities. The sheiks of these villages almost consistently report that if the situation does not 
improve they will move to the IDP camps. UNHCR discussed the situation with the authorities to seek their 
commitment to improve security in the area. UNHCR has discussed with NGOs possibilities of assistance in 
order to mitigate displacement and support the existing, voluntary returns to the area for cultivation.  
 
UNHCR also went to Arwalla village with OCHA and found that while there is large police presence in the 
area, lands previously used for cultivation are currently being used for grazing large herds of camels and 
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cows. UNHCR verified with the original inhabitants of Arwalla that they have no intention of returning. 
UNHCR discussed the situation with HAC and confirmed that returns to the area would not be sustainable.  
 
UNHCR met with AU CivPol to discuss how to increase cooperation in order to address the issues identified 
during the missions. UNHCR and CivPol have agreed that a joint meeting with AU Military Operations Sector 
Commander will take place in order to see how joint Government police and AU CivPol patrols and regular 
CivPol patrols to difficult areas can be supported by the AU military operations.  
 
INTERSOS and UNHCR present results of return oriented profiling exercise 
On 25 July, INTERSOS and UNHCR presented the results of the INTERSOS return oriented profiling 
exercise covering the southern part of West Darfur, namely Mukjar, Um Dukhun and Bindisi administrative 
units and the corresponding Chadian border areas (north of Tissi). During the presentation, the draft version 
of the paper including the results was distributed to all participants. The presentation shared the findings of 
the exercise and began looking at possible solutions. The presentation was attended by a number of different 
government representatives and international agencies, including the Commissioner of Wadi Saleh, the HAC 
Commissioner of West Darfur and his representative in Garsila, WFP, OCHA, USAID, Tear Fund, IMC, NCA, 
MSF-H, ICRC, Triangle and others. The document will be finalized and made available for wider distribution. 
 
Abuse of alcohol in Riyad camp becomes major protection issue 
The issue of protection incidents resulting from abuse of alcohol in Riyad camp has become a major concern.  
UNHCR is working with a range of partners in the camp to investigate more clearly the exact nature of the 
production and sale of alcohol, the types of problems which are resulting from the abuse of alcohol (primarily 
harassment of women in the camp) and other aspects of the issue. Discussions have been held with the AU 
and the police on the subject. UNHCR and other agencies involved in the camp will use the information 
gathered to try to determine an appropriate intervention. UNHCR is also trying to determine whether similar 
issues exist in other camps. 
 
AU CivPol establishes 24-hour police presence in IDP camps around Zalengi 
The AU CivPol has now established a 24-hour police presence in two of the four IDP camps around Zalengi 
town. There is also 24-hour police presence in both IDP camps in Nertiti town. UNHCR is participating 
regularly in camp coordination meetings and in firewood patrol meetings in the camps around Zalengi. 
 
UNHCR opens a youth centre in South Darfur 
A UNHCR-sponsored community centre was opened in Dereig camp on 16 July. The centre was built with 
funds raised from several metric tones of dates which were a one-off donation to WFP but could not be 
included in food distribution. Some of the dates were distributed by UNHCR to young IDPs who sold them 
and put the proceeds into a special fund. UNHCR staff were involved in mobilizing youth in Otash and Dereig 
camp. During discussions, the young people requested training on a variety of subject including peace-
building and HIV/AIDS and requested UNHCR to help them to build a youth centre where such training 
activities could take place. The opening ceremony for the centre was attended by AU CivPol, HAC, the 
police, NGOs, sheikhs, young people, women and children IDPs and included traditional dances, singing, 
sports and a tree-planting activity. The AU commented on the protection problems that had been experienced 
in Otash and Dereig camps related to firewood collection and that, together, AU CivPol, police, IDP leaders 
and youth, and UNHCR had managed to find solutions to these problems (joint AU/police patrols have made 
firewood collection incident-free). UNHCR handed over the full responsibility of the centre to the young 
people and requested them to feel free at any time to forward their grievances to UNHCR who will advocate 
on their behalf.  
 
AU Peace and Security Council commends troop-contributing countries 
On 3 July, at the AU Summit in Sirte (Libya), the AU Peace and Security Council (PSC) issued a 
communiqué on Darfur in which it commends the troop-contributing countries for their commitment in 
deploying additional troops required to reach the newly authorized strength of 7,731. In addition, the 
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communiqué appeals to AU Member States and partners to contribute resources to support the operation of 
the African Mission in Sudan (AMIS). Rwanda announced that it will send another 1,200 troops to Darfur in 
addition to the 400 already on the ground. Senegal and South Africa have also promised additional soldiers 
for Darfur peacekeeping operations.  
 
European Union expands its support to AU operations in Darfur 
The European Union (EU) military staff have finalised a plan to expand logistical support and a training 
scheme for AU peacekeepers in Darfur, starting with the deployment of Nigerian soldiers. In addition to 
providing strategic airlift, the EU operation in Darfur also covers short-distance transport, the provision of 
vehicles, communication equipment and mobile generators as well as assistance and training for African 
police operations in the region. The EU is also sending military experts on operational and logistic planning to 
AU offices in Addis Ababa, Khartoum and El Fasher. 
 
Inter-Sudanese Talks on Darfur result in agreement between Government and rebel factions 
The fifth round of the Inter-Sudanese Talks on Darfur, which resumed on 12 June in Abuja, Nigeria, under the 
chairmanship of the AU Special Envoy, Dr. Salim, concluded on 5 July with the signature of a Declaration of 
Principles by the Sudanese Government and two rebel factions. The three-page declaration spells out the 
principles that will facilitate the negotiation of an agreement among the parties. The negotiations are due to 
resume at the end of August. 
 
Update on funding situation for Darfur as at 18 July 
Requirements: US$ 31,341,044 
2005 Contributions: US$ 3,916,066 
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CCCHHHAAADDD   
   
Security 
The security situation in eastern Chad remained calm. However, concerns about camp security have 
increased following the discovery of 25 armed rebels near Oure Cassoni camp who had links with the 
refugees. Gendarmes in various locations have been instructed to be more vigilant. Specifically, they are to 
search all (non-UN and non-known-NGO) vehicles entering the camp and all persons departing from or 
arriving at the camp are required to do so through the gendarmes’ location (generally 500 metres or so from 
the camp entrance). Overall camp management practice is being reviewed. In light of the recent requests 
from the Chadian authorities for reinforcement of security of the refugee areas in eastern Chad, two staff from 
UNHCR’s Emergency and Security Service visited eastern Chad from 12 to 17 July to assess refugee 
security in the camps.  
 
Regular border monitoring becomes difficult with rainy season 
The rainy season makes regular border monitoring difficult. Notwithstanding, the most recently conducted 
patrols reported nothing of concern. In Guereda, things are peaceful. Inhabitants go about their farming 
business and the elderly and sick remain in the village. Refugees continue to live with and among them 
without evident problem.  
 
Transfers to Gaga camp on hold until end of rainy season 
No additional transfers to the new Gaga camp have taken place. The transfers should resume after the rainy 
season. In the meantime, UNHCR and the local authorities continue to sensitize the refugee populations in 
Farchana and Bredjing on the possibility of relocation to Gaga.  
 
Damaged tents replaced in all camps 
Replacement of tents continues in all camps. Only the worst affected tents are being changed; UNHCR 
estimates this will involve approximately 15 percent of all tents.  
 
Clothes distributed to refugees 
For the past two months, clothes have been distributed to refugees in camps serviced by UNHCR’s field 
offices in Adre and Goz Beida. A further 2,000 T-shirts, donated by children in Italy, have been distributed at 
Djabal and Goz Amer refugee camps (UNHCR Goz Beida). 
 
Focal points appointed to address protection needs of children  
A child protection focal point has been appointed in each field office. A specific format for monitoring and 
reporting cases of unaccompanied and separated minors is to be implemented in each camp. The marabouts 
(leaders of Koranic schools) with de facto responsibility for the majority of separated children may be offered 
training on child protection.  
 
Addressing sexual and gender-based violence 
An assessment is being conducted in each camp to review in detail how gender is addressed in each 
sectoral activity and how cases of SGBV are being dealt with.  Meetings have been held between the 
women’s committees and the SGBV focal point to overcome deficiencies in current SGBV detection and 
reporting mechanisms. Many SGBV cases are not reported owing to the stigma on the victims’ families and 
threats made to the victims by their relatives keen to keep the “shame” secret. In addition to the assessment, 
a number of training workshops on SGBV for refugees have been conducted.   
 
Progress on firewood collection 
Firewood collection covers 100 percent of the fuel needs of refugees in the Guereda area, about 30 percent 
in Bahai, 20 percent on the central axis and 100 percent in the south (Goz Beida). Improvement is thus 
urgently required in the camps served by UNHCR’s field offices in Iriba and Adre.  
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Internews establishes community radio network 
The NGO Internews arrived in eastern Chad to prepare the way for the establishment of a community radio 
network. Internews will create a production centre in Abeche and a transmission tower in Iriba providing radio 
programming to three or four of the refugee camps. It is hoped that additional towers will allow coverage to 
additional camps. UNHCR is lending technical and logistical support and may at a later stage provide 
financial support. 
 
Governor of Ouaddai launches coordination committee for projects to support local populations 
The Governor of Ouaddai officially launched a coordination committee for projects to support local 
populations. The committee is led by the Governor as president. Its secretariat is formed by representatives 
of the Ministry of Planning, the national refugee authority (CNAR) and UNHCR. 
 
Emergency in Gore, southern Chad 
The Government of Chad gave 
its permission to UNHCR on 8 
July to begin relocating 
approximately 10,0001 refugees 
from the Central African Republic 
(CAR) who fled to Chad following 
clashes between CAR forces and 
armed rebels or bandits in 
Koukou, CAR, on 3 June. The 
relocation is a race against time 
as the rains have already set in 
but good progress is reported. 
Sufficient funds have been 
secured to meet immediate 
needs and utilization of currently 
cultivated areas at Amboko for 
the reception of the new arrivals 
has been granted. A total of 657 
tents with a capacity of 3,185 people have been erected and 1,800 persons have been moved to Amboko 
settlement (the photo above shows new arrivals at Amboko settlement), including more than 1,000 refugees 
situated at Betel, the most cut-off of the spontaneous settlement sites2.  
 
Health assistance remains an issue owing to the limited capacity of existing health facilities and the failure to 
procure needed medicines in a timely fashion. Sufficient mosquito nets for all inhabitants of Amboko 
settlement (both pre-existing and new arrivals) have been obtained and are at the site or on the way. All new 
arrivals have been provided with food rations and a package of non-food items. Individual pit latrines are 
being dug (on the emergency response ratio of 1 per 100 individuals). It is anticipated that completion of the 
relocation will take two to three weeks. The airstrip near Gore is being rehabilitated to enhance UNHCR’s 
capacity for emergency evacuation and air delivery of supplies. Meanwhile, protection teams continue to 
                                                 
1It appears that the total number of refugees to be moved (currently just under 3,400 persons) will be substantially lower than the 
10,000 originally forecast. A number of reasons account for the lower numbers including: possible inflation of the original pre-
registration numbers owing to double or triple registration (refugees changing settlements to register at more than one site); 
possible inclusion of Chadians who represented themselves as new arrivals from the CAR in the original pre-registration in order to 
qualify for anticipated assistance; or the original pre-registration numbers were accurate but a significant proportion of refugees 
opted spontaneously to repatriate to the CAR.   
2UNHCR had registered as many as 3,000 refugees at Betel. Approximately 2,000 were lured back to the CAR by representations 
from a CAR government official who advised that UNHCR would provide assistance to those who returned. UNHCR enjoys no 
access to the affected region of the CAR. Very recent reports indicate that many of the disappointed 2,000 returned to Chad and 
began making their way to Amboko by foot. 
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monitor the border area. Approximately 1,000 new arrivals have identified themselves to the monitors. It is 
expected that refugees will continue to arrive in Chad from the CAR until the security situation in that 
country’s northern region has substantially improved.    
 
Number of urban refugees seeking UNHCR’s assistance more than doubles 
UNHCR received more than 120 refugees seeking assistance, more than double the usual number due, for 
the most part, to increasing awareness of the Office’s assistance. Eighty-six percent of those seeking 
assistance were granted it. Given the limited funds available, most refugees were advised they could receive 
either cash aid or medical referral. Almost all opted for cash aid. However, last week, the number of refugees 
seeking assistance returned to normal. Hairdressing and sewing training programmes started in nine sites, 
benefiting a total of 17 refugees.  
 
Update on funding situation for Chad as at 18 July 
Requirements: US$ 81,225,813 
2005 Contributions: US$ 38,186,199  


