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 Damboa is one of 27 local government areas (LGAs) in 

Borno State; the capital is Damboa town. With an area of 

6,200 km², the population of this LGA currently stands at 

151,600 including nearly 80,000 Internally Displaced 

Persons in the LGA who all need humanitarian assistance. 

Damboa is also one of the 16 LGAs that constitute the 

Borno Emirate Council under the Shehu of Borno. 

 In 2012, following contentious local elections, Alhaji 

Lawan Kabu, the former LGA Chairman was assassinated.  

 In May 2014, some locations in the LGA including Talasla, 

Ajigin, Mangozam, Abima, Abulam and Keloruwa were 

taken over by Non-State Armed Groups (NSAGs) and in 

June 2014 NSAGs attacked and took control of a military 

post at Bulabulin Ngaura. This was followed by the 

abduction of about 60 women and girls from the villages 

of Kummabza, Yaga and Dagu. The Borno State Governor 

ordered an investigation into the abduction.   

 According to media reports, in July 2014 Damboa town 

was overrun by NSAGs; half of the town was burnt down, 

including the main market.  

 On 21 October 2014, 35 insurgents were killed in the 

recapture of the town by the 7th Division of the Nigerian 

army.  

 In 2015 the LGA was heavily militarized and humanitarian 

organisations did not have access. 

 Today Damboa town is considered safe, largely due to the 

presence of the 25th Task Force Battalion. The town is 

regularly patrolled and check points have been set up at 

major entrance points. 

 In mid-2016 humanitarian agencies began providing 

assistance in Damboa town and other areas in the LGA 

such as Sabon Gari. From October 2016, there has been 

an increase in the delivery of aid with other organisations 

joining the response.   

 

 

 

 Humanitarian organisations have limited access in the LGA 

in areas outside of the town and carry out most of their 

operations in Damboa Central, Nzuda, Gumsuri and Azir 

Multe wards. 

 Between Maiduguri and Damboa, humanitarian personnel 

and cargo traveling by road require an armed escort. The 

road from Damboa to Chibok is open while the one from 

Damboa to Biu requires armed escort. 
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 Immediate needs in WASH are improvement and reticulation of water sources. Household sanitation is particularly pressing, 

given that people live in overcrowded conditions. 

 The combined effects of poor nutrition and poor WASH infrastructure could potentially exacerbate existing levels of malnutrition 

or trigger a disease outbreak.  

 There are immediate and widespread gaps in food access. Cropping has been possible this season but households will require 

ongoing food assistance for the foreseeable future until agricultural livelihoods can be re-established. 

 There is minimal market functionality to support cash transfer programming in Damboa, although Mercy Corps supports about 

14,000 households using this modality. 

 All affected populations remain at risk of Gender-Based Violence (GBV). Women and girls are at high risk of child labour, rape, 

domestic violence, early marriage and restriction on freedom of movement outside areas under the purview of security forces. 

 Security restrictions prevent livelihood activities in this predominantly agrarian society where the majority of the rural terrain is 

not under the control of the Nigerian army. As such, any livelihood assistance must be carefully analysed to ensure it does not 

put populations at risk. 

 The relationship between IDPs and host communities requires humanitarian agencies to provide assistance in a way that does 

not exacerbate any existing tensions.  

 

 

 In 2017, partners scaled up the humanitarian response in 

Damboa LGA, both in camps and in the host community. 

There are currently 19 partners supporting the IDP 

population in the LGA.  

 In the four official camps, humanitarian partners are 

implementing shelter and WASH interventions and 

providing food and NFIs to support IDPs. These 

interventions include construction of temporary shelters 

for vulnerable single households and new IDP arrivals as 

well the drilling of boreholes to provide access to safe 

drinking water.  

 UNDP has rehabilitated the Damboa General Hospital after 

it was destroyed by a NSAG, however it still needs to be re-

equipped. Secondary healthcare cases are referred to Biu 

General Hospital about 60 km away. The only primary 

healthcare centre is run by the government with assistance 

from ICRC. 

 Humanitarian organisations carry out weekly hygiene 

promotion activities and support women and youths with 

livelihood programs to generate income.  

 In addition, partners are also supporting protection 

activities, including care for separated and unaccompanied 

children. 
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LGA Coordination OXFAM, UNOCHA  

Camp Coordination & Camp Management (CCCM) IOM 

Education OXFAM, SUBEB, UNICEF  

Food Security ADP, CA UK, FAO, IMC, MC, WFP 

Health MdM - France, Partner Outside HRP (POH), SMoH/SPHCDA, UNICEF, 
WHO 

Nutrition IMC, POH, SMoH/SPHCDA, WHO 

Protection AHI, CCHD, MdM - France, OXFAM, UNFPA 

Shelter/NFI IOM, UNHCR 

Water, Sanitation & Hygiene (WASH)  IMC , OXFAM, UNICEF  

  © OCHA/O. Fagan. 
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