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01 January-09 March 2021 Aid Worker KKA is now available to download on our website or on HDX. Data from this 
News Brief will be released as a separate alert on Tuesday 06 April.  

Insecurity Insight continuously updates data on aid workers killed, kidnapped or arrested (KKA). Updated data includes new 
and historic reports identified in open-sources and verified security incidents submitted by Aid in Danger partner agencies. 

Past editions: 24 February-09 March; 10-23 February and 27 January-09 February 

Join our mailing list, follow us on Twitter and Facebook. Get in touch to report an incident or have additional information on 
an incident we have reported on. 

 

Safety, security and access incidents  
Incidents of threats and violence affecting aid workers and aid delivery. 

Africa 
Central African Republic 
18 March 2021: In Kabo town, Ouham prefecture, one INGO national aid worker was reportedly shot 
and injured by a member of the Coalition of Patriots for Change (CPC). Source: AWSD1 
 
23 March 2021: In Bakouma sub-prefecture, Mbomou prefecture, heavily armed CPC fighters 
attacked a nine vehicle OCHA aid convoy as it was conducting an evaluation mission, seizing seven 
vehicles. After forcing those on board into the remaining two vehicles, the perpetrators demanded 
that the aid workers return to Bangassou. Source: HumAngle 
 
Ethiopia 
23 March 2021: On the road between Mekele and Adigrat cities, Tigray region, an INGO Ethiopian 
driver was beaten with the back of a gun by Ethiopian Armed Forces who threatened to kill him after 
stopping the clearly marked INGO car he was travelling in. The driver along with his colleagues, had 
earlier witnessed the extrajudicial killing of at least four men who were dragged off public buses and 
executed by soldiers after they were separated from women travelling on the bus who were allowed 
to walk away. Source: MSF 
 
Vigil InSight Situation Report: Allegations of widespread sexual violence and other violence 
against civilians highlight still precarious access situation in Tigray with elections looming and 
violence continuing. This document provides an analysis of the current situation in the Tigray 
region of Ethiopia and the implications for aid agencies working in the area.  
 
Mozambique 
17 March 2021: In Palma city, Cabo Delgado province, beneficiaries were injured during a food 
distribution when Mozambican Defense and Security Forces (FDS) members opened fire on the 
crowd. The beneficiaries claimed the officers distributing food - who were allocated by the 
government in partnership with WFP - were prioritising their families and acquaintances, while 
demanding payment for medical supplies. The food distribution was suspended. Sources: Carta de 
Mozambique and Club of Mozambique 
 
Vigil InSight Alert: Palma: Reports of gunfire in the vicinity of Palma town will see increasing 
numbers of IDPs, and likely further targeting of aid and commercial projects. Analysis, prediction, 
and mitigation measures. 

http://insecurityinsight.org/projects/aid-in-danger/kka-kik
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/sind-aid-worker-kka-dataset
https://bit.ly/3tDfTPl
https://bit.ly/3b8cHET
https://bit.ly/3jRFVKH
http://eepurl.com/gPFd0v
https://twitter.com/InsecurityInsig
https://www.facebook.com/InsecInsight/
mailto:info@insecurityinsight.org
https://aidworkersecurity.org/incidents
https://humangle.ng/cpc-rebels-attack-un-humanitarian-convoy-in-bakouma-central-african-republic/
https://msf.org.uk/article/ethiopia-msf-staff-witness-men-dragged-buses-and-killed-tigray
https://bit.ly/3u16iBK
https://bit.ly/3u5WiHt
https://cartamz.com/index.php/politica/item/7495-encontro-de-distribuicao-de-comida-termina-em-tiros-em-palma
https://cartamz.com/index.php/politica/item/7495-encontro-de-distribuicao-de-comida-termina-em-tiros-em-palma
https://clubofmozambique.com/news/mozambique-displaced-people-complain-of-exclusion-in-accessing-food-aid-mediafax-187526/
https://clubofmozambique.com/news/mozambique-displaced-people-complain-of-exclusion-in-accessing-food-aid-mediafax-187526/
https://bit.ly/3rktk4R
https://bit.ly/3rktk4R
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Nigeria 
01-02 March 2021: In Dikwa town, Borno state, ISWAP militants torched a UN humanitarian hub, 
the Dikwa Hospital and a military base as part of a wider assault in the area. At least six civilians 
died in crossfire. Source: AFP 
 
14 March 2021: In Damasak Mobbar LGA, Yobe state, an aid worker was killed by a stray bullet 
amid fighting between the Nigerian Army and ISWAP fighters. Source: Eons Intelligence 

 
South Sudan 
14 March 2021: In Thonoum Payam, Unity state, a South Sudanese NGO aid worker was shot and 
injured at a public location by an unidentified individual over a personal dispute. Source: AWSD1 
 
14 March 2021: In Gumuruk county, Boma state, a South Sudanese NGO aid worker was shot and 
injured when his commercial vehicle was ambushed by gunmen as he returned to his duty station. 
Source: AWSD1 
 
15 March 2021: Update: In Renk county, Upper Nile state, aid organisations resumed operations 
following a hiatus of more than five months since some NGO facilities were set ablaze by youths 
demanding jobs. Source: Radio Tamazuj 
 
Sudan 
13 March 2021: In Manashawi area, Mershing locality, South Darfur state, unidentified perpetrators 
vandalised and looted the base of the UNAMID. Source: Dabanga Sudan 
 

Asia 
Bangladesh 
22 March 2021: In Ukhia upazila, Cox’s Bazar district, Chittagong division, a massive fire totally or 
partially destroyed 10,000 shelters within five settlements at the Balukhali camp, leaving an 
estimated 45,000 Rohingya households homeless. At least 15 people died, including two children 
aged six and nine, 560 were injured, and 400 remain missing. Over 100 shops, health centres, 
distribution points, and an NGO facility were also destroyed. Barbed wire fencing on the outer 
boundary of the camp, controversially erected by local authorities earlier in the year, had reportedly 
hampered rescue efforts and caused injuries. Sources: Al Jazeea, Radio Free Asia I, Radio Free 
Asia II, New Age I, New Age II, The New Arab I and The New Arab II 
 
Myanmar 
03 March 2021: In Yangon and Monywa cities, Yangon and Sagaing regions respectively, police 
beat up, shot and detained aid volunteers and health workers who were helping injured protesters 
amid demonstrations against the 01 February coup d’état. Source: RFA 
 
As reported on 05 March 2021: In Rakhine state, on various occasions, unidentified perpetrators 
injured and arrested Myanmar Red Cross volunteers as they provided first aid to the wounded. Red 
Cross ambulances have also been damaged. Source: IFRC 
 
08-15 March 2021: Myanmar authorities froze the bank accounts belonging to the local branch of 
the Open Society Foundations over accusations that it had directed funds to the civil disobedience 
campaign opposing the 01 February coup d’état. A finance officer has been detained and 11 more 
have an arrest warrant issued against them. Source: Macau News Agency 

Europe 
Italy 
01 March 2021: In Trapani city and province, Sicily region, investigators formally closed an inquiry 
that lasted for almost four years and charged more than 20 people who worked on the humanitarian 
vessels Iuventa, run by the German NGO Jugend Rettet, Save the Children-operated Vos Hestia, 
and MSF-run Vos Prudence, with crimes carrying sentences of up to ten years over accusations that 
rescuers arranged a direct handover of migrants from smuggler boats, and returned boats to be 
reused. Source: The Guardian 
 

https://news.yahoo.com/six-dead-jihadist-attacks-northeast-181207604.html
https://eonsintelligence.com/details/news-108923456/humanitarian-worker-killed-as-nigeria-army-neutralizes-scores-of-boko-haram-iswap-fighters-179566936
https://aidworkersecurity.org/incidents
https://aidworkersecurity.org/incidents
https://bit.ly/32snmFu
https://radiotamazuj.org/en/news/article/ngos-to-resume-work-in-renk-today
https://www.dabangasudan.org/en/all-news/article/north-darfur-village-attacked-by-gunmen
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/3/22/massive-fire-hits-rohingya-refugee-camp-in-bangladesh-witnesses
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/fire-03222021194020.html
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/fire-03232021182209.html
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/fire-03232021182209.html
https://www.newagebd.net/article/133428/fire-engulfs-rohingya-camp-in-coxs-bazar
https://www.newagebd.net/article/133567/bangladesh-defends-use-of-fences-after-rohingya-camp-blaze
https://english.alaraby.co.uk/english/news/2021/3/22/massive-fire-breaks-out-at-rohingya-refugee-camp
https://english.alaraby.co.uk/english/news/2021/3/23/15-dead-in-rohingya-camp-blaze-in-bangladesh-un
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/emergency-care-workers-03042021172046.html
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/myanmar-red-cross-urges-protection-first-aiders-amid-recent-violence/#:~:text=Myanmar%3A%20Red%20Cross%20urges%20protection%20for%20first%20aiders%20amid%20recent%20violence,-Kuala%20Lumpur%2FYangon&text=%E2%80%9CAmid%20the%20spiralling%20violence%2C%20the,ambulances%20have%20also%20been%20damaged.
https://www.macaubusiness.com/soross-open-society-urges-release-of-staffer-held-in-myanmar/
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2021/mar/04/refugee-rescuers-charged-in-italy-with-complicity-in-people-smuggling
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Russian Federation 
11 March 2021: Update: In Moscow, the Zamoskvoretsky District Court rejected a request from 
Nasilyu.net, a leading NGO that addresses domestic violence and LGBT rights, to annul a Ministry 
of Justice decision to add the NGO to its list of organisations working as “foreign agents”. The NGO 
had been placed on the list on the basis that it had reportedly received foreign funding and “engaged 
in political activity”. Source: RFE RL 

Middle East and North Africa 
Islamic Republic of Iran  
01-07 March 2021: In Tehran, Branch 55 of the International Relations Court at the Shahid Beheshti 
Judicial Complex upheld an Interior Ministry assessment and condemned the anti-poverty NGO 
Imam Ali’s Popular Student Relief Society for its position on Islamic rulings and statements allegedly 
made against Iran, leading to its dissolution. Source: The New Arab 
 
Syrian Arab Republic 
Around 09 March 2021: In Haymar village, Aleppo governorate, gunmen pretending to be aid 
workers distributing medical masks killed a married couple for alleged witchcraft and sorcery. 
Source: SOHR 
 
20 March 2021: In Al-Bab city, Aleppo governorate, a bomb exploded near the LNGO Al Ameen’s 
warehouse killing three people and injuring six others, including two Al Ameen aid workers. Source: 
Twitter 
 
21 March 2021: In Atarib town, sub-district and district, Aleppo governorate, Russian military or 
Syrian Government rockets struck the SAMS-supported Al Atareb Surgical Hospital resulting in the 
deaths of seven patients and visitors, including children, and the injury of at least 15 more, including 
five medical staff. The hospital sustained major damage - particularly to its orthopedic and 
emergency clinics - and is now out of service. The hospital’s coordinates had previously been shared 
with UN-OCHA and the country’s warring parties as part of a “deconfliction mechanism” to certify 
that it was a humanitarian facility. Sources: OCHA, SAMS and The New Arab 
 
22 March 2021: Near the Bab al-Hawa border crossing, Idlib governorate, Russian warplanes hit 
and set ablaze a warehouse supported by the INGO CARE. The fire destroyed relief items for nearly 
25,000 people in dire need of humanitarian assistance in northwest Syria. A second explosion in a 
truck parking lot led to a new, even larger fire, whereby thousands of relief supplies were burnt and 
destroyed. Sources: CARE International and The New Arab 
 
Yemen 
12 March 2021: In Houthi-controlled areas, northern Yemen, the US Government announced a 
resumption of aid to fight a looming famine. The resumed support would come with new measures 
to ensure that Houthi forces do not interfere with the delivery of aid to intended beneficiaries. Source: 
The New Arab 
 

This Bi-Monthly News Brief comprises threats and incidents of violence affecting the delivery of humanitarian assistance. It is part of the 

Aid in Danger project, by Insecurity Insight. It is prepared from information available in local, national and international news outlets and online 

databases. The incidents reported are not a complete nor a representative list of all events that affected the provision of aid delivery and have not 

been independently verified. All decisions made, on the basis of, or with consideration to, such information remains the responsibility of their 

respective organisations. This document is made possible by the generous support of the American people through the United States Agency for 

International Development (USAID). The contents are the responsibility of Insecurity Insight and do not necessarily reflect the views of USAID, the 

U.S. Government, or Save the Children Federation, Inc.  

 

Suggested citation: Insecurity Insight. 2021. Aid in Danger Bi-Monthly News Brief, 10-23 March 2021. Geneva: Insecurity Insight.  

                                                                                                                  

1 The Aid Worker Security Database (AWSD) does not include the names of individual victims or the agencies affected by an incident. 
This is done in consideration of the victims and their families who may not wish to have the names published in this format and to afford 
equal respect to the many victims for whom this information is not available. Accessed 24 March 2021.  

https://www.rferl.org/a/russia-domestic-violence-ngo-denied-foreign-agent-appeal/31145883.html
https://english.alaraby.co.uk/english/news/2021/3/11/rights-groups-slam-iran-for-dismantling-leading-anti-poverty-charity
https://www.syriahr.com/en/208054/
https://twitter.com/SamiAlsubaihi/status/1374635681708965890
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/rhc_and_rchc_joint_statement_-_civilian_casualties_in_al_aterab_and_aleppo_city_-_21_march_final.pdf
https://www.sams-usa.net/press_release/following-yesterdays-hospital-attack-sams-warns-of-escalation-in-violence/
https://english.alaraby.co.uk/english/news/2021/3/22/aid-groups-slam-syrian-regime-attack-on-medical-centre
https://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases/vital-aid-supplies-destroyed-by-airstrikes-at-a-care-warehouse-in-northwest-syria
https://english.alaraby.co.uk/english/news/2021/3/22/russian-strikes-hit-aid-trucks-in-northwestern-syria-activists
https://english.alaraby.co.uk/english/news/2021/3/13/us-resumes-aid-to-yemens-rebel-north
https://aidworkersecurity.org/

