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SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENTS 
 

- SGSA Egeland visits 3 Sahel countries 
- Mali: More armed attacks in the north 
- Meningitis: Over 920 deaths in Burkina Faso but the epidemic is dwindling 
- Burkina Faso: Some 1,000 Tuareg refugees from northern Mali 
- Guinea: Mutiny in the army after the dismissal of the Prime Minister 
- Final Field Draft of CAP Mid-Year Review submitted 
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1- HUMANITARIAN SITUATION 
 
1.1 Food security and nutrition 
 
The SGSA Egeland visitsBurkina Faso, Mali and Niger 
The Secretary-General’s Special Advisor on matters relating to the 
prevention and resolution of conflict Jan Egeland started on 2 June in 
Burkina Faso a Sahel trip that also took him to Mali and to Niger.  
 
According to the United Nations information Centre (UNIC) in Burkina 
Faso, Mr Egeland met with several members of the Government 
including the ministers of Foreign Affairs, Environment, Agriculture, 
Hydraulic and Fisheries to exchange on climate change and its impact on 
the food crisis that is currently affecting the Sahel countries. He also met 
with the Deputy Executive Secretary of the Inter-states Drought Control 
Committee (CILSS). 
 
In Mali, M Egeland met with the Head of State, the Prime Minister, the 
minister of Agriculture and the minister of Foreign Affairs. Mr Egeland 
also met with the project manager of the ECOWAS Small Arms Control 
Programme (ECOSAP). A field visit also took him to Lake Faguibine 
close to Timbuktu where meetings with local populations and administrative authorities were held.. 
Mr Egeland will then travel to Niger which will conclude his Sahel trip (on 6 June). 

 
Jan Egeland was accompanied by members of the Department of 
Political Affairs, the United Nations Office for West Africa 
(UNOWA), the United Nations Programme for the Environment 
(UNEP), and by the Head of Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) in West Africa, Mr Hervé 
Ludovic de Lys (for the Burkina Faso and Mali legs of the trip) 
and a scientist from the Erath Institute of Colombia University, 
New York.  
 
 
 

 
Food situation overall satisfactory but precarious 
Even though the food situation is overall satisfactory, it remains precarious in this lean period, the 
Food Crisis Prevent Network (FCPN) has warned. Among the reasons given, rainy season agricultural 
activities generally require both food and seeds that may be difficult to access if mitigating actions are 
insufficient. Despite mitigating actions, several zones at risk of availability and access constraints have 
already been identified in some countries. In Burkina Faso, the analysis carried out in April indicated 
that at least 70 Departments would be affected within 21 provinces (out of a total of 45). 
 
A second reason is the late or difficult start to the rainy season could also lead to additional tension on 
food product markets which could exacerbate the access problems. At the same time, access 
difficulties in some at-risk zones could result in a rise in prices with the upcoming rainy season.  
 
Finally, high prices over a considerable period of time, from the 2007-08 harvest up to now, could 
affect the purchasing power of vulnerable populations during the critical lean period in rural as well as 
urban areas. The end of dry season activities, which are additional revenue for poor households, could 
exacerbate the decrease in purchasing power in some areas.  
 

Mr Egeland (second left) in Mali 

Mr Egeland (second left) in Mali Mr Egeland (second left) in Mali 

Jan Egeland (second left) and Hervé 
Ludovic. de Lys (second right) 



 3

In order to effectively manage the lean period compounded by high prices,  the FCPN recommends to 
a) strengthen and expedite mitigation actions aiming at improving availability and access: measures 
related to purchasing power and access to food by vulnerable populations, such as, “Cash for Work”, 
“Food for Work”, sales at subsidised prices, etc. b) implement specific programmes related to nutrition 
of some vulnerable population groups, in particular children under 5 and the elderly; c) improve 
conditions for a satisfactory agriculture campaign: support seed supplies and inputs for the most 
vulnerable populations; strengthened agriculture council and extension services through the 
implementation of initiatives encouraging the use of agricultural innovation.  
 
Household vulnerability in urban areas 
During the monthly humanitarian coordination meeting held 
on 30 May at the Office for Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs (OCHA) in West Africa, Mr Charles Mendy the 
Senator of Guédiawaye (a district located in the outskirts of 
Senegal’s capital Dakar) presented a peri-urban area with a 
high demographic density that grew without infrastructures. 
With the rural exodus, the district received a great number 
of people from remote villages of the country. Delinquency 
and unemployment rates are very high. With the soaring 
prices on the international market, social tensions could be 
exacerbated. According to ENDA, a NGO working in the 
urban areas, a great number of vulnerable people are 
confronted with housing and environment-related problems  
 
Nutritional situation of children in Burkina Faso 
In Burkina Faso, one in three children under five (37%) is underweight, one in three (35%) suffers 
from retarded growth and one in five (23%) suffers from emaciation, according to the 2006 Multiple 
Indicator Cluster Survey (MICS3), conducted by the national Institute of Statistics and Demography 
(INSD). The survey that was funded by the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) reveals that 
7% of children under 5 months, 39% of children between 6 and 8 months and 43% of children aged 9 
to 11 months are adequately fed. Considering all children under 11 months, only 25% are adequately 
fed. For children under 5 months, exclusive breastfeeding is considered adequate. Children between 6 
and 8 months are adequately fed if they consume milk and additional food at least twice a day, 
whereas children aged between 9 to 11 months are considered adequately fed if they receive milk and 
consume additional food at least three times a day. There is no great difference on whether the child is 
male or female. However, the proportion of children adequately fed is higher among literate mothers 
in richer households . 
 
FAO gardens in urban areas: the example of Dakar 
The Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) presented a Micro-gardening project for Food Security 
in the municipality of Dakar. The objective of the project that lasted from January 2006 to December 
2007 was to improve the quality of nutrition and food of families while generating additional income. 
10 training centres have been set up and 3500 sq meters of micro-gardens exploited by 80% women 
and 50% young adults. Three sales outlets have been opened and the project was presented at the 
Agricultural Fair (FIARA) as well as at the Dakar International Fair (FIDAK). The project has been an 
opportunity for generating revenues to curb the decrease of the purchasing power due to price hikes on 
the world market. Another component of the project was to cut off the use of grey water by 
horticulturists in Dakar outskirts. An estimated 7800 horticulturists have been trained in the 
exploitation of 20 hectares of land.  
 
Food insecurity risks in Guinea 
Due to the economic crisis, the rise of staple food prices and the decrease of revenues, there are risks 
of food insecurity in Guinea. According to a report presented by the World Food Programme (WFP) at 
the monthly humanitarian coordination meeting held on 30 May, the kilogramme of rice that costs 
US$0.77 in Senegal’s capital Dakar is at US$0.95 in Guinea capital Conakry. That price is similar to 

Charles Mendy, the Senator of Guédiawaye 
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the one practiced in Ouagadougou, the capital of Burkina Faso which is a land-locked country. Guinea 
is facing a severe inflation, a currency that is depreciating and continues to be devaluated. After 
Senegal and Cape Verde, Guinea has the highest fuel prices.  
 
In rural areas, some certain stability has been noted regarding the exchange of agricultural products. 
1.5 kilogramme of rice is exchanged against 1 litre of palm oil or 1 kilogramme of groundnuts.  
 

In urban areas, the population categories most affected by the 
price rise are people without qualifications and those who work in 
the informal sector. During the month of March, 61% of 
households’expenses in the vulnerable districts of Conakry were 
devoted to food even before the increase of the fuel price in April. 
In 2004, this share was only of 50% in rural areas. In Matoto and 
Ratoma, two vulnerable districts in Conakry 39% households 
have a food consumption which is considered “poor”, 37% 
have“medium” food consumption and 24% have“rich” food 
consumption.  
 
73% of the households have reduced the number of meals as 

compared to the previous month, 72% have reduced the quality of meals, and 22% have sold their 
belongings to buy food. To respond to the crisis, the Government had decided to ban forest products 
exports and to increase salaries for April. The export ban may impact farmers’ income as 30% of their 
income comes from cash crops that hardly sell in the present context. 
 
The most likely scenario is the continued increase of food insecurity and malnutrition during the lean 
season, which could cause social unrest with weak capacities for the Government and United Nations 
System to react. The worst case scenario would be the upsurge of a civil crisis during the lean season 
(worst than that of January-February 2007), which would prevent partners to undertake actions aiming 
at mitigating the food crisis. Thus, the food crisis could result in a political one.  
 
30 % of the population is at risk of food insecurity in Mauritania 
Because of the steep increases in food prices, food security conditions are rapidly deteriorating in 
pastoral and western agro-pastoral areas. WFP, with the Government, conducted a country-wide food 
security survey in March 2008, which revealed that the increase of food insecure households in rural 
areas was 30% as compared to the survey conducted in July 2007 (which is of concern as July is the 
month during which food insecurity is usually at its peak). Results show that in rural areas 551,000 
people are either already in food insecurity (197,000) or will shortly fall into food insecurity (354,000). 
Moreover, 100,000 urban people have resulted moderately food insecure, which brings the number of 
people who urgently need assistance to some 650,000 at the national level.  
 
This trend is further compounded by high rates of Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM); the national 
average for GAM stands at 11.9% and in 5 out of 13 regions it stands above the emergency ceiling of 
15%. The deterioration of the food and nutrition situation in rural and peri-urban areas is closely 
linked with the rise of food prices affecting the most vulnerable (under-five children and lactating and 
pregnant women). According to experts, there are acute malnutrition rates over 15% (considered 
critical by WHO) in the south and the south-east of the country.   

 
To respond to the situation, the Government is implementing an emergency plan amounting to 
US$159.2 Million in order to mitigate price rise, create jobs, generate revenues and sustain the crop 
production. To date, more than 4,000 out of the 19,000 tonnes of the planned food commodities have 
been distributed. The UN system especially WFP participates in the programme in the framework of 
its PRRO (Protracted Relief and Recovery Operation).  
 

Humanitarian Coordination meeting,  
30 May at OCHA ROWA, Dakar 
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The nutrition emergency will be discussed during an inter-agency teleconference through REACH, an 
initiative on nutrition gathering UNICEF, WHO, UNFPA, FAO, and WFP. In addition to the measures 
undertaken, UNICEF plans to conduct a survey after the peak of the lean season. 
 
1.2 Protection and population movements  
 
Hundreds of Malian Tuaregs arrive in Burkina Faso 
Some 1,000 Malian Tuaregs that are fleeing the insecurity prevailing in northern Mali, have found 
refuge since the beginning of the year in neighbouring Burkina Faso. According to the press, the 
national Commission for Refugees (CONAREF) has started to register the arrival of Tuaregs from 
northern Mali. They have arrived in small numbers in Ouagadougou through Djibo in the north of the 
Burkina Faso’s capital. 
 
On 30 May, the Multi-sector Committee for the Management of the Flux of Tuareg Asylum Seekers in 
Burkina Faso set up by the Government held a meeting with partners such as UNICEF, the Burkina 
Faso Red Cross, CONAREF and OCHA. At the meeting, six commissions were set up: 1) Registration 
and Supervision, 2) Infrastructures and Transport, 3) Provision and Assistance, 4) Security, 5) Health 
and 6) Logistics and Finance. 329 people were registered in Ouagadougou including 210 sheltered at 
the temporary site of the Stade du 4 août, one of Ougadougou’s stadiums. At Djibo, 78 families, 594 
people in total have been temporarily registered. More arrivals are expected because a great number of 
people are reportedly roaming around the border waiting for satisfactory information about their 
hosting conditions in Burkina Faso. figures may grow in the coming days. 
 
The rehabilitation of the old refugee camp in Saag – Nioniogho some 10 kilometres in the north of 
Ouagadougou is being considered. Earthwork, drinking water adduction, latrine construction and 
rehabilitation are planned. Partners’ support will be valuable from the relocation of refugees at Saag – 
Nioniogho estimated at FCFA74 million (US$175,939) and those of the Djibo region. 
 
1,403 Liberian refugees return to Liberia from Ghana 
In continuation of the organized voluntary repatriation of Liberian refugees, the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) along with its partners during 19 May – 1 June, facilitated the 
return of 570 refugees from Ghana on UNMIL flights. The latest arrivals brought to 1,403 the total 
number of Liberian refugees who have been assisted to return home since the 13 April start of 
repatriation.  This is in line with the provision of the Tripartite Agreement, which guides the 
operational framework for the return process. Immigration authorities at a Toe Town border post in 
Grand Gedeh County also recorded 250 spontaneous returnees from Ghana on 17-19 May.  
 
1.3 Health  

The health of Tuareg refugees in Burkina Faso closely monitored 
Since the arrival of Tuareg refugees in Burkina Faso’s capital Ouagadougou, two patients have been 
hospitalised including a 15-month child who later died of severe malnutrition complications. After 
being gathered at the Stade du 4 août, some refugees were referred to the Gounghin dispensary and 
drug prescriptions paid by the national Commission for Refugees (CONAREF) but many are still 
suffering due to lack of resources. The Burkina Faso Red Cross has provided Hygiene kits and tents to 
assist refugees in Ouagadougou, but such a support will be welcome in Djibo region. There are 
worries regarding these asylum seekers being exposed to bad weather with the beginning of the rainy 
season. 
 
Burkina Faso: the meningitis epidemic is decreasing 
The meningitis epidemic continues to decrease in Burkina Faso with only 47 suspected cases reported 
with 6 deaths from 26 May to 1 June, against 603 suspected cases and 50 deaths a month ago. Since 
the beginning of the year, 9467 meningitis cases have been reported with 926 deaths. 
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Guinea Bissau: Cholera outbreak in Tombali Region 
Cholera outbreak has been noticed at the sector of Cassaca, Tombali Region since 5 May. As of 25 
May, 53 cases have been reported including two deaths. In view of the rainy season, the situation is 
worrisome.  
 
2 SOCIO-POLITICAL AND SECURITY SITUATION 
 
Highest death toll for years in the northern Mali conflict 
A total of 32 people (15 military and 17 armed assailants) were killed and 31 others injured during an 
attack led on 21 May 2008 by armed bandits on the Abeibara military camp in north east Mali, the 
Malian minister of defence stated. This death toll is the highest in clashes between Malian military and 
rebel forces for years. Weapons and ammunitions were also taken away by armed assailants. 
 
Abeibara is located some 150 kilimetres in the north of Kidal the regional capital, not far from the 
border with Algeria. Early May, the Diabaly military camp in the region of Segou central Mali was 
attacked, as well as a military convoy between Tessalit and Aguelhoc in the north. 
 
Guinea: Soldiers in anger launched a mutiny 
At least one person was killed on 27 May in Guinea and eight others wounded including an army 
official by random shots fired by angry soldiers who claimed payments of arrears of salaries dating 
back to 1996 as well as the early retirement of senior army officials. This new crisis broke out the 
previous day, three days after a new Prime Minister Ahmed Tidiane Souaré came to office on 23 May, 
replacing Lansana Kouyaté the Prime minister nominated by consensus after January –February 2007 
crisis and dismissed on 20 May by President Lansana Conté. 
 
The movement started in Alfa Yaya Diallo military camp, the biggest camp in Guinea located near the 
international airport. Angry soldiers fired in the air all day from inside the garrison before sequestering 
the deputy army chief of Staffs General Mamadou Sampil, to enforce their claims. On 26 May, 
soldiers went out of the camp to go to the neighbouring district of Yimbaya, firing in the air. Seven 
residents were wounded by random shots, according to witnesses. In the same night, an army official, 
Captain Korka Diallo, was also injured by shots. In the following hours, the anger protest reached two 
other important garrisons in Kindia (130 km in the east) where a woman was killed by a random shot, 
and Nzérékoré (1.000 km in south-east of Conakry). Shops and gas stations were pillaged and 
Conakry airport was momentarily closed to national and international traffic. 
 
On 27 May, The Guinean minister of Defence General Mamadou Baïlo Diallo, was dismissed by the 
Head of State, General Lansana Conté. On 29 May, brief clashes between the presidential guards and 
the mutineers caused at least 11 injured on both sides.  Those were the first clashes between these two 
parties since the beginning of the protest that grew into a mutiny as soldiers demanded the early 
retirement of senior army officials. The clashes occurred at the entrance of the Kaloum peninsula 
where the presidential palace, the army headquarters and the main embassies are located. 
 
On 30 May the payment of salary arrears started in one military camp. On 1 June after a second 
meeting with the Guinean president who allegedly promised to favourably examine the financial 
claims, soldiers accepted to withdraw the most radical of their claims that is the early retirement of 
senior army officials. 
 
3 RESOURCE MOBILIZATION  
 
West Africa 2008 Cap funded at 42% 
The West Africa 2008 Consolidated Appeal (CAP), launched on 18 December 2007, has received 
32.3% funding as of 5 May 2008. The United Nations and partners are appealing for US$316 million 
in order to meet the humanitarian needs in West Africa in 2008. The CAP includes 83 projects 
submitted by UN agencies and NGO’s. The Final Field Draft of the West Africa CAP 2008 Mid-Year 
Review, was submitted on 5 June.   
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Table of 2008 CAP funding level per theme (as of 8  June 2008) 

 Themes Requests in  
US $ 

Funding in  
US $ % Pledges in  

US $ 
Food security and Nutrition  139,237,046 75,765,802 54% 2,757,731
Health Emergencies  20,389,203 1,528,186 7% 0
Protection and Population Movements 130,201,042 46,875,047 36% 0
Natural Disaster preparedness 2,982,900 0 0 0
Water, Sanitation and Hygiene  (WASH) 4,815,875 0 0 0
Cross thematic/coordination 18,003,943 4,440,811 25% 0
Theme not yet specified 0 2,503,675 0% 5,354,850

Overall Total: 315,630,009 
 
131,113,521 42% 10,580,498

 
For more information on the 2008 CAP funding, please refer to  www.reliefweb.int/fts . The direct 
link for information concerning the West Africa CAP: 
http://ocha.unog.ch/fts2/pageloader.aspx?page=emerg-emergencyDetails&emergID=15184   

5 CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
Date  Events Where  Who  
4 June Task Force Guinea+6 Meeting  Dakar, 

Senegal 
OCHA ROWA 

16-17 June Meeting early warning tools on food security in 
Sahel and in West Africa 

Bamako, 
Mali 

CILSS 

26 June Regional Health working group Meeting Dakar, 
Senegal 

OCHA ROWA 

27 June Regional food Security and Nutrition meeting Dakar, 
Senegal 

OCHA ROWA 

 
For further information on the humanitarian situation in West Africa and to consult other reports on 
the humanitarian situation in the region: http://ochaonline.un.org/westafrica 
 
To be informed daily about the humanitarian situation by mail, please get connected to IRIN : 
www.irinnews.org  
 
To be included in or excluded from the distribution list of the Report on the Humanitarian Situation in 
West Africa, or to contribute to the next monthly report, please Mr. Ndiaga Seck at: seckn@un.org  
 

NB: OCHA does not necessary share the views expressed in this document. OCHA does not guarantee 
the accuracy of the reports mentioned in the document.  

 
 
 
 


