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INTRODUCTION 
 
Guit County, with an approximate total area of 450 km square, lies within the 
highlands of the leech state (the state is divided into two zones namely 
Highlands (Northern Leech) and Lowlands (Southern Leech) and borders 
Ruweng county to the north, Kouch county to the south, Fangak to the east, 
Rubkona county to the west and Lake No to the north east. It is predominantly 
inhabited by Nuer Jikany tribe which is further subdivided into seven sub clan 
sections namely: Cieng Rueh, Cieng Yol, Cieng Dholeak, Cieng Wangkai, 
Gaagong, Thieng Cienggai and Thieng Cieng Kouth with each section being 
headed by a chief head. The County comprises of four payams namely Nimni, 
Nyathoar, Kadet and Kuac. Nimni payam is characterized by a flat landscape 
with fertile black cotton soil and several rivers cutting across it. These rivers 
provide drinking water, fish and pastures for both human and livestock through 
out the year.  
  
The WFP interagency rapid needs assessment in Guit done in April 2005 reported 
that rainfall during the year 2004 started late and was erratic and unevenly 
distributed with prolonged dry spells in between May and October 2004. This had 
severely affected crop performance and eventually the harvest. It also led to 
scarcity of wild foods which act as a buffer during hunger gaps. Also, the 
skirmishes that started in March 2005, between Bul and Leek tribes of Mayoum 
and Rubkoana Counties, led to the displacement of both people and cattle 
from Rubkona County into Guit. These IDPs burdened the host community 
through sharing their meagre resources. Additionally, information provided by 
MSF-H staff revealed observable signs of malnutrition among the resident 
community.  
 
From 21st October to 10th November, ACF-USA carried out a nutritional survey in 
Nimni payam with the following objectives:   
 To evaluate the nutritional status of children aged 6 to 59 months 
 To estimate the measles immunisation coverage of children aged 9 to 59 

months 
 To identify groups at higher risk to malnutrition: age group and sex. 
 To estimate the crude mortality rate through a retrospective survey. 

 
METHODOLOGY 
 
A two-stage cluster survey methodology was applied. Since the target 
population was less than 4,500, a sample of 23 children in 30 clusters was 
calculated, to provide the estimates of the prevalence of malnutrition with a 95 
% confidence interval.  
 
This sampling frame covered all the villages falling within Nimni payam. In each 
cluster, households were randomly selected and surveyed. All the children aged 
from 6 to 59 months of the same family, defined as a woman and her children, 
were included in the survey. 
 



A retrospective mortality survey following the SMART methodology (over the past 
three months) was simultaneously conducted with the anthropometric survey.  
 
Focus group discussions and observations were also done to capture food 
security and health information.  
 
 
 
 
SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 
 
Nimni payam harbors people mostly of Jikany clan belonging to the Nuer tribe. 
The population are agro-pastoralists but largely keep cattle.   
 
MSF-H and South Sudan Disabled Persons Association (SSDPA), an indigenous 
NGO, are the only agencies on ground. MSF-H supports health services and is 
operating one PHCU offering both curative and preventive services as well as 
outpatient therapy. SSDPA is supporting education with funding from Stromme 
foundation-Norway. 
 
There are two boreholes in the entire Payam but only one is functional. Most 
community members draw water for household use from swamps. Water is not 
treated before use.  There were no latrines observed in the villages except for the 
one in the SSRC compound; this was also confirmed by the authority. Lack of 
tools and equipments for digging were cited as being a hindrance to owning 
latrines otherwise, if they were available the community would be willing to use 
them as there is no cultural prohibition to their use.   
 
Most of the households reported to have exhausted their sorghum stock hence 
were surviving on little stocks of maize, wild foods, relief food from NPA and WFP 
and fishing from the rivers and swamps surrounding Nimni. The September 2005 
sorghum harvest was poor as a result of erratic rains and attack from pests. 
 
A total of 788 children were measured during the nutritional survey; all records 
had coherent data and none were excluded from the analysis.   
The results of the anthropometric survey presented on the table below, do not 
show critical GAM rates an indication that the nutrition situation of the location is 
stable at moment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AGE GROUP INDICATOR RESULTS1 

Global Acute Malnutrition 
W/H< -2 z and/or oedema 

13.5 %( 10.3%-
17.4%) 

Z-score Severe Acute Malnutrition 
W/H < -3 z and/or 
oedema 

1.1% (0.4%-3.0%) 

Global Acute Malnutrition 
W/H < 80% and/or 
oedema 

7.1% (4.8%-10.3%) 

 
 
 
6-59 months 
(n = 788) 
 
 

% Median 
Severe Acute Malnutrition 
W/H < 70% and/or 
oedema 

0.1% (0.0%-1.4%) 

Global Acute Malnutrition 
W/H < -2 z and/or 
oedema 

13.3% (8.8%-19.3%) 

Z-score 
Severe Acute Malnutrition 
W/H < -3 z and/or 
oedema 

1.3% (0.2%-4.6%) 

Global Acute Malnutrition 
W/H <80% and/or 
oedema 

9.0% (5.4%-14.4%) 

 
 
 
6-29 months  
(n = 377) 

% Median 
Severe Acute Malnutrition 
W/H <70% and/or 
oedema 

0.3% (0.0%-2.9%) 

Total crude retrospective mortality (last 3 months) 
/10,000/day 
Under five crude retrospective mortality /10,000/day 
Percentage of children under five amongst death 
recorded 

0.44  (0.0 – 0.89) 
0.27 (0.0-0.62) 

25% 

                                                 
1 The data into brackets are the Confidence Interval at 95%. 



Measles immunization 
coverage 

By card 
According to caretaker2 
Not immunized 

0.9% 
26.3 % 
72.8% 

 
The comprehensive report of the survey will be released in due course. 

                                                 
2 When no EPI card was available for the child at the household, measles vaccination information was 
collected according to the caretaker 


