
component in each of 
these programmes. 

In the western depart-
ment, Tdh runs activities 
in Grand Goave, Petit 
Goave and Leogane. 

In the southern depart-
ment, Tdh is operating in 
Camp Perrin, Chantal Ar-
niquet and in 5 districts of 
the city of Les Cayes.  

  

Terre des hommes child 
relief (Tdh) is a Swiss ba-
sed organization coming 
to the aid of children in 
32 countries.  

It is independent from 
political and religious in-
fluences and is active in 
the fields of health, social 
welfare and rights of the 
child.  

 

Tdh has been active in the 
South of Haiti for over 20 
years and opened  new pro-
grammes in the western de-
partment after the earthqua-
ke of 12th January.  

Nowadays, Tdh has a team 
of around 220 people active 
in the fields of shelter, 
health, nutrition, water, sani-
tation, hygiene and protec-
tion with a community based 

Terre des hommes child relief 

Emergency assistance since the earthquake 

Tdh intervened immediately after the earthquake that 
struck Haiti in January 2010. 
 
The current project, which lasts nine months, assists 
50’000 people in the western and southern regions. 
 
Transitional shelters are being built, and specific ac-
tions are untertaken in the areas of nutrition, water, 
sanitation, hygiene and child protection.  
 
 
 
 
 

Contact: 

Terre des hommes-Délégation 
Haïti 
53 Rue Toussaint Louverture-Les 
cayes  
Tél: (509) 22 86 00 78  
Terre des hommes-Délégation 
Haïti 
 Petit Paradis, Section 7-Grand-
Goâve 
Tél : (509)38-69-23-36 

Terre des hommes-Délégation 
Haïti 
Les hauts de Turgeau-Résidence le 
Clos-Port au Prince 

 
www.tdh.ch  
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Transitional Shelters 

Tdh's goal is to provide safe 
and decent shelters for families  
directly or indirectly affected 
by the quake through the 
construction of transitional 
shelters (T-shelters) in the 

West department. 

 

Work initiated 

At the end of August, the 
construction of the first T-
shelters began in the city of 

Grand Goave.  

A series of five T-shelters has 
been launched to train the 
teams of masons and carpen-

ters. In total, Tdh plans to 

build 66 T-shelters for particu-
larly vulnerable families, or 

families whose homes were 
completely destroyed by the 
earthquake in 3 areas of the 
city of Grand Goave and 15 
additional shelters for vulnera-
ble families identified by Tdh 
Protection team in the frame-
work of the individual protec-
tion case management system. 
To carry out successfully this 
project, Tdh started recruiting 
30 to 35 people from commu-

nities affected by the quake. 

 

Sanitation needs 

A collaboration with the 
WASH sector in charge of 
providing access to water and 
adequate sanitation facilities 

has commenced. Through this 
collaboration, a new design of 
slab was developed to facilitate 
emptying the latrine in urban 
areas. Tdh uses three models 
of latrines depending on field 
constraints: a model of eleva-
ted latrine in case of low 
groundwater level, a model 
with reduced slab dimensions 
for urban areas with high po-
pulation density and reduced 
building space, and a model of 
latrine specially adapted for 

disabled. 

 

 

 

Water, sanitation & hygiene (WASH) 

For each of these water points, 
a Water Committee is formed 
under the guidelines of the 
National Directorate of Water 
Supply and Sanitat ion 
(DINEPA) to ensure the mana-
gement, monitoring and well 
maintenance of the water 
structure (boreholes and wa-

ter spring catchements).  

Sanitation and Hygiene 

In Haiti, generally speaking, in 
urban and in rural areas, the 
low rate of latrines creates a 
high exposure of residents to 
pathogens. The few existing 
latrines are not properly main-
tained or emptied regularly 
(lack of knowledge and motiva-
tion of people and lack of fi-
nancial means for emptying). 
Even when emptying takes 
place, the materials are thrown 
over near houses (river, drai-
nage canal, hole in the ground, 

...). This mismanagement of 
excreta is the source of a high 
exposure to waterborne disea-
ses of faecal-oral origin. Tdh 
set the objective of reducing 
the risks of diseases through 
hygiene promotion and the 
construction of latrines. In the 
western department, 1’104 
family latrines were built with 
the participation of communi-
ties and 60 hygiene promotion 
sessions were held. Families 
were accompanied by a mason 
of the community (selected 
and trained by Tdh) and recei-
ved the majority of equipment 
needed for the construction. A 
competition of the most 
« Beautiful Latrine » has been 
launched in each locality of 
intervention to boost commu-

nity participation. 

Tdh aims to improve access to 
safe drinking water, to provide 
adequate excreta disposal and 
to mitigate the risk of diseases 
such as diahrrea for communi-
ties affected by the earthquake 
in the West Department. 
 

Safe drinking water 

In rural areas, communities get 
water mainly from sources 
often located more than an 
hour walk from their homes. 
The construction of 3 water 
sources in Leogane and the 
rehabilitation of 1 existing wa-
ter source in Boudachita, in-
creased the amount of availa-
ble drinking water for 4’935 
people. Tdh plans to drill 4 
additional boreholes and to 
realise 1 water spring cat-
chment in Grand Goave as 

part of this project. 
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T-shelter being constructed near the 

existing homestead, Grand Goave city 

Construction of elevated latrine to  

palliate the low level of groundwater, 

Les Salines 



In Haiti, chronic malnutrition is 
a major public health issue. 
Tdh has set the goal of suppor-
ting affected communities to 
mitigate the impact of the di-
saster and to prevent a worse-
ning of the nutritional status of 
children from birth to age five 
and to support pregnant and 
lactating women in the depart-
ments of the South and the 
West through prevention, 
control and management of 

malnutrition. 

Through this project, malnou-
trished children are detected 
through mobile clinics and acti-
ve case finding activities. The 
most serious cases of malnutri-
tion are referred to specialized 

structure of care. Several child 
health education activities are 
also proposed aiming at mo-
thers to build their confidance 
and skills caring for their child. 
During individual consultation, 
they receive health advices and 
mothers are made aware of 
the importance and benefits of 
exclusive breastfeeding practi-
ces during the first six months 
for the survival, growth and 
development of the child. In-
deed, breast milk provides all 
the energy and all the nutrients 
that the child needs during the 
first months of his life. Exclu-
sive breastfeeding reduces in-
fant deaths caused by common 
childhood illnesses such as 
diarrhea and pneumonia, and 

allows the child to recover 

more quickly in case of illness. 

Health and Nutrition 

rently individually monitored 
and followed up as part of the 
individual protection system 
put in place in coordination 
with other actors of the child 
protection sub-cluster. Among 
those children, 439 have been 
identified in communities and 
in temporary settlement camps 
and 122 in foster care such as 
orphanages and kindergartens. 
Since the beginning of the pro-
ject, 96 cases have already 

been resolved.   

In parrallel, 422 children have 
been documented in orphan-
ages and kindergartens and 
107 researches for the resto-
ration of family links are ongo-
ing. So far, 3 reunifications 

could successfully take place. 

Psychosocial and commu-

nity activities  

In average, 3’093 children be-

tween six and twelve years have 
participated to the daily recrea-
tional, cultural and sportive ac-
tivities organised in August by 87 
animators in nine recreational 
centres of Grand Goave and 

Leogane. 

Since the beginning of the pro-
ject, 2’985 parents and children 
participated to community sensi-
tization and mobilization activi-
ties on hygiene and health pro-
motion, children’s rights, neglect, 
abuse, discipline and parental 
responsibility to prevent harmful 
attitudes and actions  on chil-
dren.  In the South Department, 
11 Protection Committees have 
been established to ensure that 
children at risks and in need of 
protection are identified and 

supported by their communities.  

Since January, Tdh is involved 
in the communities living in the 
departments of the South and 
the West to support vulnera-
ble children and families in 
need of protection and sup-
port. Collaborations with va-
rious medical departments, 
partners and other sectors of 
Tdh, enable to support these 
children and families according 
to their needs. Support servi-
ces include medical or psycho-
logical referral, educational and 
psychosocial support, income 
family-generating activity and 

temporary shelters.  

Child Protection 

In total, 561 particularly vul-
nerable children including 
unaccompanied and/ or separa-
ted children, children vulnera-
ble to violence, abuse and ex-
ploitation, and children at risk 
of being trafficked are cur-
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Infant identified with diarrhea 

and at risk of becoming mal-

noutrished.  The mother was 

made aware of the importance 

of exclusive breastfeeding, 

Carenage, Les Nippes 

ACHIEVEMENTS 

• 14’297 infants under five, 5’742 
children above five and 1’545 pre-
gnant and lactating women have 

received a consultation  

• 694 children with moderate acute 
malnutrition and 225 children with 
severe acute malnutrition have been 
identified, treated or referred ac-

cording to their needs  

• 104 children suffering from simple 

severe acute malnutrition were 
referred to Therapeutic Ambulatory 

Programs  

• 93 children with complicated severe 

acute malnutrition were treated by 
Tdh within the Nutritional Stabiliza-

tion Unit in Les Cayes 

During mobile clinics, a high rate of 

children are identified with dermatolo-

gical diseases like this girl in Carenage, 

Les Nippes 

Social worker in charge of a familial 

reunification, Grand Goave 

Children having fun in Tdh community 

activity center, Sable Kondelon 


