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Communicable Diseases 
 
Indonesia: Two new cases of measles have been reported in North Aceh, bringing the total number diagnosed to 15 since January 14, 
2005. Measles vaccination has now been completed in the camps. In Aceh Besar more than 9,000 children were reported immunized on 
January 31, 2005.  
 
India:  Many of the missing TB patients in Tamil Nadu were tracked and have returned to DOTS (Directly Observed Treatment, Short 
Course) TB treatment again.  There was no significant damage to any TB health facility, drug store or records.  Drugs are available for 
all newly-diagnosed patients, and special measures have been taken for the diagnosis and start of anti-TB treatment for patients residing 
in relief camps.   HIV/AIDS awareness work is being planned for integration into the recovery and rehabilitation work.  
 
Maldives:  No outbreaks have been reported. 
 
Sri Lanka:  No outbreaks have been reported. Several cases of chicken pox have been reported in Jaffna and were treated in is olation.  

 
Thailand:  No outbreaks have been reported.   

 

Summary 

Health Priorities 

• No disease outbreaks have been reported.  However complacency must not set in, as disease surveillance still has gaps, 
not all health actors are reporting though the same systems, conditions in affected areas remain favourable for 
communicable diseases, and people's coping capacities are overstretched.     

• In Indonesia, WHO urges analyzing the actual need (in terms of quantity) of infant formula, how to target infants who 
really require a breastmilk substitute, and the implementation of a distribution monitoring system. 

• In India, WHO has provided technical support for a measles vaccination campaign, with vitamin A supplementation 
for children aged 6-59 months, and oral polio vaccine for children under 60 months.  At least 71 338 children have 
been vaccinated.   

Relief and rehabilitation continue to progress simultaneously.  For WHO, the 
relief work primarily means being vigilant for outbreaks and improving water 
and sanitation facilities in order to promote health security.  No disease 
outbreaks have been reported.  The rehabilitation work is proceeding rapidly.   
WHO is supporting local communities and governments in planning for 
reconstruction of sustainable and equitable health systems. 
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Environmental Health:   

 
India:  WHO is providing technical assistance for a water and sanitation plan to include household sanitation facilities, solid waste 
management, clean water facilities, monitoring of water quality, and ensuring food safety. While the water supply systems have been 
restored in most of the affected areas, sanitation services need to be improved in the camps and community members need to  participate 
in environmental sanitation programmes.  In the Andaman & Nicobar Islands, clean water supplies have been restored everywhere 
except for some parts of Car Nicobar, Mahar Nallah and Teressa.  The restoration of dams and wells continues.   
 
Water quality surveillance mechanisms are still not established in all affected areas.  With the help of WHO, the Tamil Nadu Water 
Drainage Board is planning to implement complete water quality testing and a documentation programme in all coastal areas.   
  
Sri Lanka:  Sanitation and access to clean water continue to be improved.   Latrines and toilets are being constructed in several districts. 
Forty prefabricated temporary toilets have been distributed to Eachilampatu bringing the total to 64 for the division. 70 sets of 
prefabricated toilets were delivered to the Ministry of Health in Mutur, Trincomalee district to enable the Deputy Provincial Director of 
Health Services to respond quickly whenever a demand is made. Another 150 sets are being delivered to the Ministry of Health in 
Mutur, Gravets, Kuchaveli and Kinniya for the same purpose. Wells continue to be cleaned but the availability of suitable machinery 
continues to pose problems . UNICEF has developed a gully emptier prototype using locally available materials which will be presented 
to the government for approval. More water tanks and bowsers are also being delivered to districts.   
  
 
Mental Health 
 
On 2 February, WHO briefed the UN InterAgency Task Force in 
Geneva and New York on mental health and distributed a "Mental 
Health in Emergencies" handbook which is also included in the newly 
released "Sphere Standard of Mental and Social Aspects of Health."  
While mental health will be addressed both within and outside the 
health sector, WHO advises groups to carefully study the "International 
Society for Traumatic Stress Studies guidelines" before initiating 
trauma-focused training initiatives.  Clinical interventions introduced 
outside the health system in an uncoordinated manner can cause more 
harm than good.  
 
India: WHO has, in collaboration with Indian Nursing Council and 
Tamil Nadu Nursing Council, developed a strategic plan for training 
nursing professionals in psychosocial support and for developing a 
curriculum for nurses in disaster management. 
 
Sri Lanka:  Psychosocial workers continue to be trained.  Newly 
trained staff are expected to all be in place in camps and schools in 
Galle by the end of the week. Psychosocial counselors in Jaffna are 
conducting family and group counseling which includes mothers and 
youths. 
 
Thailand: The Thai government is sending medical teams from Bangkok to assist teams already in the affected regions working on a  
programme to provide psychiatric help for people affected by the tsunami . This programme, expected to last for two years, will have a 
special focus on children. 
 
 

General Principles For Mental Health 
Work in an Emergency 

 
1.  Preparation before the emergency 
2.  Assessment 
3.  Collaboration 
4.  Integration into primary health care 
5. Access to services for all 
6. Training and supervision 
7.  Long-term perspective 
8.  Monitoring indicators 

 
Mental Health In Emergencies 

Mental and Social Aspects of Health of 
Populations Exposed to Extreme Stressors 

WHO 2003 
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Health System and Infrastructure (functioning health facilities, access): 
 
India:  The government of Tamil Nadu plans to introduce a government Universal Health Insurance scheme for fishermen and is  
working on public-private partnerships for supporting various interventions.  The government of Tamil Nadu has also requested 
technical assistance to document the health department’s response to the disaster and produce a state government health sector disaster 
management plan.  The UN in India has a disaster mitigation plan that 
can provide input.  WHO has provided guidelines in 28 areas of work of 
disaster management.    
 
Sri Lanka: In many districts, the Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) are 
choosing to move to temporary/semi-permanent houses, to government 
quarters, to friends and relatives and, when provided with a tent, to their 
former lands, rather than go to identified relocation sites. They are 
concerned that their land might be allocated to someone else should they 
not return to it. In the Jaffna area, the welfare center population is 
estimated at 8,000 persons, approximately 1,400 of whom are  targeted for 
relocation to transit camps.  Others will be assisted in returning to their 
family or extended family homes in host communities.   The small size of 
these beneficiary populations favors health services by mobile providers 
until access is  restored to the fixed facilities of the district health care 
system. 
 
Thailand: The government is developing a tsunami -warning system 
which will be operational within 6 months. 
 
Nutrition and Mother & Child Health 
 
India:  WHO has provided technical assistance to the states of Tamil 
Nadu, Kerala, Andhra Pradesh, and the Union Territories of Pondicherry 
and the Andaman & Nicobar islands for measles vaccination and vitamin 
A supplementation for children aged 6-59 months, and oral polio vaccine 
to children under 60 months.  71,338 children have been vaccinated.   
 
Indonesia: Approximately  70 tons of infant formula (some locally 
procured and some donated from abroad) is in Jakarta and ready to be 
shipped to Aceh.  Complementary food, consisting of locally blended food for infants 6 months to 1 year and fortified biscuits for older 
children, is also being distributed.  WHO has asked for a meeting of the Nutrition Intervention Taskforce to discuss the actual need (in 
terms  of quantity) of infant formula, how to target infants who really require a breastmilk substitute, and the implementation of a 
distribution monitoring system. Vitamin A is being distributed through a measles vaccination campaign. In addition, several agencies are 
distributing vitamin A to children. The M inistry of Health has convened a meeting in Jakarta to discuss the coordination of Vitamin A 
dosing activities to avoid possible multiple dosing of children.  Indonesia has translated the WHO training modules on the management 
of severe malnutrition into the local language and plans to train doctors and senior health staff in Aceh using these modules.  
 
Sri Lanka:  UNICEF has provided 100,000 growth monitoring cards for use in affected districts.  300 out of 900 surveys had been 
completed in an ongoing nutrition survey conducted by the Medical Research Institute (MRI), UNICEF and WFP.  In Matara, local 
health authorities, with UNICEF support, have launched  breastfeeding promotion and hygiene promotion campaigns in camps.  Recent 
headlines regarding a number of families claiming one baby have created a controversy around unaccompanied and separated children. 
UNICEF is working with probation officers and the court to ensure the case is properly resolved. Local authorities are also 
disseminating public information on the protection of separated children.
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Contributions/pledges in USD to WHO for the Indian Ocean Tsunami response                    2 February 2005 

Governments  
Donor Contributions 

received  
Firm 
Pledges  

Soft Pledges  Location 

WHO Director General Office 100,000     Region 
Australia 774,593    Indonesia  
Canada   1,229,508  Region 
China   1,000,000     
Denmark 2,313,058     Indonesia  
EC/ECHO   678,426  Indonesia  
Finland   2,035,278   Region 
France 5,305,040     Region  
Ireland   678,426   Region 
Japan 6,000,000    Indonesia, Sri Lanka, Maldives  
Luxembourg   1,017,639   Region 
Republic of Korea   1,000,000   Region 
Nethe rlands     2,394,844 Indonesia  
Netherlands      1,000,000 Sri Lanka 
Norway   6,000,000   Region 
Poland   108,548  Region 
Portugal     542,741 Region 
Saudi Arabia   500,000   Region 
Sweden   5,295,008   Region  
Switzerland 884,955    Region 
UK/DFID   100,000   Region 
UK/DFID   3,831,418   Region  
UK/DFID   1,149,425   Indonesia  
UK/DFID     1,149,425 Indonesia  
USA/USAID   291,500   Indonesia  
TOTAL 15,377,646 24,915,176 5,087,010   

PRIVATE DONATIONS/INDIVIDUALS 
Donor Contributions 

received  
Firm 
Pledges  

Soft Pledges Location 

Vienna Philharmonic 156,038     Region  
Online donations www.who.int 90,588     Region  
SMS donations, South Africa 206,157     Somalia  
Other private donations  210,011     Region  
TOTAL 662,794       
Grand total contributions, firm & soft pledges 46,042,626 
WHO's financial requirements in the Flash Appeal 67,060,220 
Shortfall 21,017,594 




