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Each week, the World Health Organization Department for Health Action in Crises in Geneva produces information 

highlights on the health aspects of selected humanitarian crises. Drawing on the various WHO programmes, contributions 
cover activities from field and country offices and the support provided by WHO regional offices and Headquarters. The 

mandate of the WHO Departments specifically concerned with Emergency and Humanitarian Action in Crises is to increase 
the effectiveness of the WHO contribution to crisis preparedness and response, transition and recovery. This note, which is 

not exhaustive, is designed for internal use and does not reflect any official position of the WHO Secretariat. 
 
HORN OF AFRICA 

 
 

 

Assessments and events: 
• Ethiopia: the acute watery diarrhoea epidemic continues with five 

regions now affected (Oromiya, Amhara, SNNPR, Tigray, Afar).  The 
risk for malaria outbreaks due to flooding is imminent 

• 1 350 families have crossed the border from Somalia (Central Southern 
zone) into Bare district. 

• A joint government and humanitarian partners mission is assessing the 
impact of the floods, the response and gaps in relief and rehabilitation 
needs .  

• Kenya: the movement of refugees from Somalia into the North Eastern 
Province continues.  One suspected case of Polio has been reported 
from one camp.  Besides the new refugees, the area has a population of 
1.4 million, including 130 000 refugees from previous crises 

• Somalia: political tensions and armed violence in the Centre-South of 
the Country appear to be worsening.    

 
WHO Actions: 
• Ethiopia: WHO continues to provide technical assistance and support 

in acute watery diarrhoea affected areas by strengthening case 
management and surveillance, providing of essential drugs, supporting 
continuous assessment and monitoring progress in prevention and 
control.  

• A joint MOH/WHO assessment conducted in the 50 flood-affected 
districts indicated no active malaria epidemic. However work continues 
to strengthen malaria epidemic preparedness . 

• Kenya: WHO has established an Outbreak Response Team which is 
assisting MOH in coordinating the investigations on the suspected case 
of Polio.  

• A nutritionist joined the WHO/HoA Hub in Nairobi to assist in 
developing a midterm and long-term strategy for the drought affected 
regions. 

• Funds for WHO's activities in HoA came from the CERF, Italy and 
Sweden. 

 

SRI LANKA 

 

Assessments and events: 
• There are signs that violence and insecurity are worsening. 
• Of 209 000 people displaced in the three worst-affected districts,  

46 000 are totally inaccessible.  
• Basic health services are working and there are no reported outbreaks 

to date. There are sufficient medical supplies in the accessible areas, 
but stocks in the inaccessible areas are reportedly reaching critical 
levels.  Furthermore, with the rainy season approaching, it is crucial to 
preposition supplies and to plan for logistics and transport.  

 
WHO Actions: 
• WHO is working with the District Public Health Services (DPHS)  to 

assess and address the health needs of the IDPs 
• WHO is coordinating through the health cluster and chairing weekly 

meetings. A joint response plan has been agreed with partners that at 
field level at field level is being implemented through strong 
collaboration between  DPHS, Un agencies and  national and 
international NGOs . 

• WHO is strengthening its country team with international staff and has 
requested emergency supplies. 

• Funds for WHO's activities in Sri Lanka came from the CERF. 
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CHAD 

 

Assessments and events: 
• There has been an escalation of the military confrontations between 

rebel troops and the Chadian Army. 
• Heavy fighting between Sudanese rebel groups and the government of 

Sudan has spilled across the border from the Darfur region into eastern 
Chad.  

 
WHO Actions: 
• WHO is dispatching surgical supplies and essential drugs to Eastern 

Chad. 
• In Abeche, following a socio-economic survey on the capacity of the 

resident population to pay for health services,  WHO, UNHCR and  
health partners are discussing how best  to reduce users' fees,  
harmonize interventions (e.g. drugs purchase) and involve local health 
authorities in the initiative.  There is agreement that any decisions to 
apply free-of-charge health services in a district should apply to all 
health facilities, including district hospitals. Health partners should 
restore the cost recovery system before leaving 

• A loan from United Kingdom revolving emergency funds has 
permitted initiation of the above activities. 

 

THAILAND 

 

Assessments and events: 
• A series of low pressure cells, tropical depressions and typhoon 

Xangsane have caused flooding in Thailand, affecting over three 
million people and killing 83. 

• The flood impact is on the rise in the 46 affected provinces (e.g. 
casualties, numbers of affected districts, houses destroyed, etc).    

• Water diversion is preventing inner-Bangkok from severe flooding. A 
high tide/sea surge on 23-25 October is expected to affect Bangkok. 

• The Ministry of Public Health has provided services to 400 874 people 
since 27 August. 

• There has been no official request for international assistance.  
 
WHO Actions: 
• WHO has offered its assistance to the Ministry of Health and is 

monitoring the situation together with its international partners 

OCCUPIED PALESTINIAN 
TERRITORY 

 

More information is available at:  
http://www.who.int/hac/events/opt_2006
/en/index.html  

Assessments and events: 
• The health system crisis continues unabated, also due to strikes in the 

public sector. 
• The West Bank closure system (comprised 528 checkpoints and 

physical obstacles) has increased 2% since 20 September, 11% since 
the start of 2006, and almost 40% since August 2005. 

 
Actions: 
• WHO met the focal point of the Municipality of Hamar to discuss the 

project “European, Israeli and Palestinian Cities for Health and Social 
Partnership”. 

• The Palestinian Ministry of Health and WHO have studied the 
prevalence of rickets in the Gaza Strip among children aged 6-36 
months, to determine associated risk factors and to assess the coverage 
of the current program.  

• WHO and the Palestinian MoH published newspaper advertisements 
about the definition of mental health and mental health and mental 
illness myths as part of the Anti-stigma campaign within the Mental 
Health Project. 

• WHO’s 2006 emergency activities are funded by the Organization’s 
Regular Budget, contributions from the European Commission, Finland 
and Norway as well as the UN Trust Fund for Human Security 
(UNTFHS) funded by the Japanese Government. 
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LEBANON  

 

More information is available at: 
http://www.who.int/hac/crises/lbn/en/ind
ex.html 

 

Assessments and events: 
• On 18 October, WHO and the Ministry of Public Health (MOPH) 

organized a joint press conference to launch activities related to the 
health sector preparedness for the emergency and early rehabilitation 
phases. 

 
Actions: 
• The weekly health cluster meeting was attended by  10 agencies. 
• WHO conducted a structural and Water and Sanitation assessment of 

127 health facilities in the South. 
• The second round of the vector control campaign in the South, Beirut 

suburbs and Bekaa Valley is in process.  
• The MOPH, in collaboration with WHO and UNICEF, will launch the 

Polio National Immunization Days October 30.  
• WHO conducted three EWARS training sessions. 
• The mental health and psychosocial support workshops reached 120 

primary health care personnel and physicians. 
• The Emergency in Reproductive Health trainings targeting midwives, 

nurses and family and emergency doctors reached around  110 
participants. 

• WHO provided drugs and supplies to Margeoun Hospital 
• The Srifa Health Center, rehabilitated by WHO  is now  functioning. 
• Funds for health activities came from Australia, Canada, the CERF, the 

European Commission, Finland, Iceland, Ireland, Italy,  Japan, Norway 
and Sweden. 

 

INTER-AGENCY ISSUES 
• Humanitarian Reform.  On 17 October Cluster Leads updated on the status of the Cluster Guidance Note, 

the IASC interim self-assessment of cluster roll-out in the four pilot countries, partnership building, cross 
cutting issues, information management, training and the Humanitarian Reform Newsletter and Website 

• Clusters.  
 Shelter.  The next meeting of the IASC Emergency Shelter took place on 18 October.   
 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene.  The next face-to-face meeting of the Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

Cluster will take place in New York from 30 November to 1 December.  
 Strengthening the Humanitarian Coordinator's System.  On 17 October, the IASC Humanitarian 

Coordinator's Group updated on the pool of Humanitarian Coordinators (HC), briefed on HC training, 
discussed the draft paper on separating the functions of the Resident Coordinator and Humanitarian 
Coordinator and the role of the Deputy Humanitarian Coordinator and set priorities for 2007   

 Gender.  On 18 October, the first meeting of the Steering committee of the IASC Gender Taskforce on 
the Gender Roster agreed on the Terms of Reference for the Steering Committee, the agreement with the 
Norwegian Refugee Council and the job description for full-time gender advisers and experts on the 
standby roster and set the timeline for the recruitment, training and deployment of gender advisers. 

• Indonesia.  On 19 October, the IASC-UNDG Taskforce on the Indonesia Earthquake updated on the 
situation, including the shelter strategy and discussed the cluster survey and lessons learnt and contingency 
planning.   

• South Asia Earthquake.  On 8 November, the IASC-UNDG South Asia Earthquake Taskforce will update 
on the Joint Programme for Relief & Recovery, coordinating Residual Relief and contingency planning and 
preparation for next winter  

• Early Warning - Early Action.   On 20 October, the IASC Sub-Working Group on Preparedness and 
Contingency Planning will review the draft IASC Early Warning-Early Action Report (covering November 
2006 - February 2007) to be presented to the IASC Working Group in November.  

• Humanitarian Law.  On 20 October, MSF will release in Geneva an updated and expanded edition of the 
Practical Guide to Humanitarian Law.   

• Gender-based violence.  On 25 October, the Gender-based Violence Group of the IASC Gender Taskforce 
will update on the roll-out of the IASC Guidelines on Gender-based violence, budget issues, the International 
Rescue Committee Gender-based Violence data project and inform about the outcome of the recent meeting 
in Sydney, Australia, of the Inter-Agency Working Group on Reproductive Health in Refugee Situations.    

• ECHA.  The next meeting of the UN Executive Committee on Humanitarian Assistance will take place on 25 
October.  

• Sexual Abuse and Sexual Exploitation.  A first of two consultative inter-agency meetings on a  joint UN-
non-UN Statement of Commitment or "Call to Action" on the issue of preventing and responding to sexual 
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exploitation and abuse by UN and NGO personnel will take place on  26 October 2006.  A high-level  
conference on sexual exploitation and abuse by UN and non-UN actors will take place in New York on 4 
December 2006.   

• Tsunami Recovery.  The firth and final meeting of the Global Consortium on Tsunami Recovery, with 
Special Envoy, Former President Clinton, will take place in New York on 15 November. .   

• IASC Working Group. Preparations are stepping up for the next IASC Working Group meeting scheduled to 
take place in New York from 15-17 November 2006.    

• Public Health Pre-Deployment.  From 26 November - 9 December, WHO will conduct the next public 
health pre-deployment course in Geneva, Switzerland. 

 
 
 

Please send any comments and corrections to crises@who.int 
 
 
 
MAP DISCLAIMER: The presentation of material on the maps contained herein does not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part 
of the World Health Organization concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or areas or of its authorities, or concerning the delineation of 
its frontiers or boundaries. Map source: Perry Castaneda Library Map Collection, University of Texas at Austin. 


