
 

 

 
 

ON UK DEVELOPMENT IN THE OCCUPIED PALESTINIAN TERRITORIES 
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Economic and 
social context  
The Occupied Palestinian 
Territories comprise two 
separate regions: the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip.   

• Population: 3.9m                 
(2.4m West Bank; 1.5m Gaza)

• 40% of Palestinians are below 
the age of 14.  

• Unemployment is high: 40% in 
Gaza, 16% in the West Bank.  

• 4.7m registered Palestinian 
refugees in the region (West 
Bank, Gaza, Jordan, Lebanon 
and Syria) 

 

How the UK helps 
DFID has been working in the 
OPTs for over 15 years.  
 
The UK plans to spend nearly 
£210 million between 2008-2010 
on long-term assistance work.  
 
Some of the support provided so 
far has included: 
 
• £75 million in financial 

assistance to the Palestinian 
Authority to help pay public 
sector salaries and keep basic 
services running   

• £37 million to the United 
Nations Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA) for 
Palestinian refugees across 
the region  

• Provision of equipment to the 
Palestinian civilian police 

• Funding of two investment 
conferences which have 
secured deals worth £700m for 
Palestinian businesses 

• Financial assistance to 
Palestinian businesses  

• Support to the Palestinian 
Authority for improving 
budgeting and planning 
processes  

 

 

 

 

This newsletter is designed to 
keep those in the UK with an 
interest in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories 
informed about our work.  

This edition highlights some of 
the challenges facing the 
Occupied Palestinian 
Territories and what the UK is 
doing to help. 

 

ISSUE 02 
A typical scene of destruction following the conflict in Gaza. DFID is supporting the clearance of 
Unexploded Ordnance, enabling children to return to school and repair activities to commence. © MAG
DFID IN THE OCCUPIED PALESTINIAN TERRITORIES 
DFID’s programme in the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPTs) supports the peace process; helps
Palestinians in preparing for statehood; supports private sector development; assists refugees and
provides funding for humanitarian assistance and early recovery activities following the conflict in Gaza.  
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umanitarian situation in Gaza 
e recent conflict in Gaza resulted in the deterioration of an already 
rious humanitarian situation. The UK responded quickly to the crisis 
 pledging almost £47m for immediate humanitarian assistance, early 
covery and reconstruction activities. 

e UK’s response has made a real difference.  
r example, with UK funding: 

 Oxfam distributed over 43 million litres of drinking water to over 
63,000 people 

 The World Food Programme distributed two-month rations to more 
than 365,000 people 

 Islamic Relief is providing ongoing psychosocial care to 1,228 
children and their carers 

 UNRWA provided food to 550,000 people 

 Mines Advisory Group cleared unexploded ordnance from UNRWA 
schools, allowing 220,000 children to return to school 

early one year on, with 75% of Gazans still reliant on some form of 
od aid, 60% still without daily access to running water and the 
onomy crippled, much remains to be done.  

elping people rebuild their lives after this devastating conflict 
ntinues to be one of our top priorities. But, with access into and out 
 Gaza severely restricted by the Government of Israel, meaningful 
covery and reconstruction remains impossible.  

e UK has repeatedly pressed the Israeli government at the highest 
vels for full, safe and unhindered access for aid, aid workers and 
construction materials. 



 

 

 

Interested in finding out  
more about International 
Development? Why not 
subscribe to 'Developments' 
magazine. Developments is  
a free quarterly magazine 
produced by the Department  
for International Development  
to increase awareness of 
development issues.  

Contact us at: 
developments.org.uk/subscribe  

For more information about 
DFID’s work in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories, visit  

www.dfid.gov.uk

Or write to us: 

DFID Palestinian Programme 
Middle East and North Africa 
Department 
1 Palace Street 
London SW1E 5HE 
 

 
 

Helping the Economy 
By helping the Palestinian economy to grow, which creates new 
jobs and improves the standard of living, DFID is working towards 
giving Palestinians greater hope for the future. Private sector 
development and a strong Palestinian economy are essential 
ingredients for the prospect of sustainable peace in the region.   
 
We are providing funding to small and medium size companies in 
the West Bank and Gaza to enable development of new products, 
ranging from marble, furniture to olive oil, and to help them enter 
new markets, both overseas and closer to home. 
 
DFID has also brought together the UK and Palestinian business 
communities by funding investment conferences aimed at 
encouraging investment in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. 
 
The conferences have been a success. Amongst other things, they 
have resulted in the establishment of the Palestine Britain 
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Taking part in a bid to break the world record for 
kite flying on Gaza beach -  part of UNRWA’s 
2009 summer holidays scheme for children 
providing sports, art and education © UNRWA 
Business Council, the sale of fair trade certified Palestinian olive oil 
in UK supermarkets, and several trade visits to the West Bank by 
UK businesses. Tourism companies, Google UK and 
representatives of British supermarkets were among the visitors to 
explore opportunities for trade or investment with local Palestinian 
businesses.  

Case Study:  
A taste of success 
Gaza Juice is one of the many success stories from the 
Facility for New Market Development (FNMD) co-funded by 
DFID and the World Bank  
 
Since the borders were closed in June 2007, imports to Gaza have 
dropped significantly and exports have dried up. Simple food items 
such as ketchup have become difficult to find while tons of ready 
for export fresh tomatoes went rotten. Gaza Juice Factory turned 
this adversity into opportunity.  
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upporting 
alestinian refugees 

n 2009 the United Nations Relief 
nd Works Agency (UNRWA) 
ommemorates 60 years of 
ervice. 

NRWA was set up in 1949 
pecifically to provide assistance 
o Palestinian refugees.  The 
gency now provides services to 
.7 million people in Lebanon, 
yria, Jordan, the West Bank and 
aza.  

his includes: 

 689 schools, providing 
education for nearly 500,000 
students 

 137 primary health care 
facilities, managing nearly 5.5 
million annual patient visits   

 37 community rehabilitation 
centres 

 Provision of over 180,000 
small loans since inception of 
the micro-finance programme 

ithout UNRWA, many refugees 
ould simply not have access to 

hese basic facilities. 

FID has a strong relationship 
ith UNRWA. In 2007 we agreed 
 joint strategy and committed to 
rovide £100 million over 5 years. 
his is enabling UNRWA to plan 

n the longer term.  
 
ther countries are now following 

he UK lead and are putting multi-
ear funding arrangements in 
lace which means UNRWA can 
oncentrate on its work and 
pend less time fund-raising. 

 
Gaza Juice Factory lemon juice on sale in a local supermarket
 closure over 90% of our revenues were generated 
ce the closure, however, all export activity is halted. In 
n, we need to focus on the local market and re-think 
t range,” says Gaza Juice Factory General Manager 
amadan, responsible for a team of 55 staff.  

 business, Gaza Juice Factory needed to be inventive. 
m climate and fertile soil, Gaza grows large quantities of 
nd lemons. “We had a new idea – we could adjust our 
 lines to also make ketchup and preserved lemon juice.” 
ion allowed Gaza Juice Factory to continue operating. 

n, we could not have pursued our business 
nt plan – we are glad that the FNMD agreed to share 
ith us.” The new products have increased sales by 15% 

onth. 
 

http://www.dfid.gov.uk/

