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Reports of good cereal production levels are 
confirmed  
 
Final crop performance data from the 2008/09 
agricultural survey shows good grain harvests across the 
West African countries. 
 
Grain production is up in the CILSS countries, as well as 
in ECOWAS and WAEMU member states.  
 
Total grain production for the Sahelian and West African 
area as a whole is estimated at 56.3 million metric tons,1

Trade between different countries and trading zones is 

 
17 percent higher than last year. The grain production 
figure for the CILSS countries is 30 percent above the 
five-year average.  
 
Good rainfall conditions and special measures 
undertaken by individual States, such as government 
subsidies for farm inputs, produced a record rice harvest 
in the Sahel this past growing season, or 2.67 million MT 
of rice crops compared with 1.85 million MT in 2007, an 
increase of more than 44 percent over last year. 
 
Trends on the regional cereal market  
 
Markets are currently well-supplied but are still tense 
due to a combination of factors. Part of the harvest was 
used to replenish household reserves. On the other 
hand, cash crop marketing attracted farmer’s attention 
and enabled them to put off selling their cereal harvest, 
particularly among cowpea farmers in Niger. Farmers 
have also been proceeding wisely, selling their crops on 
the market only as required to meet essential needs. As 
part of these same market dynamics, the high price of 
imported rice, an alternative staple, is also holding up 
prices for local grain crops. Lastly, shipping costs are 
much higher than the recent past. All these factors have 
affected market prices for local grain crops. While prices 
in certain localized areas fell during the harvest period, 
current price levels are anywhere from 15 to 46 percent 
above nominal prices at the same time both last year 
over the nominal five-year average.  
 

                                                      
1 Note that the data for certain countries is still based on projections 
and that only Niger, Gambia, Senegal, Togo, and Benin have furnished 
final performance figures. 

flowing smoothly across West Africa, including rice 
flows from Benin to Niger and Nigeria, millet flows from 
Niger to Nigeria, grain flows from Mali to Mauritania, 
and corn flows from Côte d’Ivoire to Mali, Burkina Faso, 
Senegal, and Mauritania. 
 
Currently, the levels of rural household cereal reserves 
are still high, and off-season farming activities, sales of 
livestock and cash crops, and other income-generating 
activities are allowing farmers to conserve their food 
security reserves to help them make it through this 
year’s fast-approaching hunger season. 
  
Nutritional status 
 
There has been a slight improvement in the nutritional 
situation in the West African region, but continued 
vigilance is essential, particularly with the challenges of 
certain population groups to gaining food access via 
market purchases. Certain countries such as Mali, Niger, 
Côte d’Ivoire, Sierra Leone, Benin, and Togo are 
reporting high rates of chronic malnutrition among 
children under five, ranging from 26 to 39 percent. 
Chronic malnutrition rates in Senegal, Mauritania, and 
Cape Verde are lower, at between 15 and 17 percent. 
Chronic malnutrition rates among children under five 
years of age in the northern reaches of coastal countries 
like Ghana are between 22 to 30 percent and as high as 
40 percent in northern Côte d’Ivoire, for example. 
 
Global acute malnutrition (GAM) rates range from 6 to 
12 percent, which puts these countries in the category 
of moderate to high levels of malnutrition. However, 
there are large internal disparities at the individual 
country level with GAM rates of as high as 12 percent, 
particularly in Côte d’Ivoire.  In the coastal states, two 
population groups are especially hard hit by nutritional 
problems: net cereal purchasers in rural areas of the 
northern reaches of these countries and poor urban and 
periurban households directly affected by rising prices 
for staple foodstuffs. 
 
Food security outlook 
 
The expansion of various income-generating activities 
has helped provide different population groups with 
alternate sources of income, which should help them 
deal with any household food deficits to some extent. N
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Moreover, increasing activity on cereal markets continue 
for at least another few weeks, as demands on 
household grain reserves increase in preparation for the 
upcoming growing season.  
 
However, with the hunger season already underway in 
certain areas, cereal demand is expected to be heavy. 
Despite a small boost in global production, average to 

weak rice imports are expected. Cereal prices in most 
areas are likely to remain stable for a time before 
starting to rise as of the beginning of May, once the 
hunger season gets underway. Any further increases in 
these already high prices could make food access 
increasingly problematic for most market-dependent 
households in both rural and urban areas.  

 

 

 For more information on the food security and nutrition situation in the Sahel and in West Africa  
 
The FCPN website is designed to provide better access to information on the food and nutrition situation in this region for decision-making as 
the basis for future action. This website, www.food-security.net, is at your service to answer your questions and provide related analytical 
documents. 
 
The content of this analytical note by the FCPN is based on information or analyses furnished by various specialized network-affiliated or outside 
organizations. Additional information is available on their respective websites. 
 
CSAO/SWAC 
www.westafricaclub.org 
sibirijean.zoundi@oecd.org 
+33-1-45-24-19-82  
leonidas.hitimana@oecd.org 
+33-1-45-24-17-98 
 

CILSS 
www.cilss.bf  
konate.amadou@cilss.bf 
moussa.cisse@cilss.bf 
+226-50-37-41-25/33 
b.sidibe@aghrymet.ne 
+227-20-31-53-16  
 

FEWS NET 
www.fews.net  
ssow@fews.net 
+226-50-37-47-06  
librahim@fews.net 
+227-96-97-70-11  

FAO 
www.fao.org  
henri.josserand@fao.org 
+39-06-57-05-30-99  
 

WFP 
www.wfp.org  
mamadou.diouf@wfp.org 
 

AFRIQUE VERT 
www.afriqueverte.org 

SISA/CNSA 
www.sisa.bf 

OCHA 
www.humanitarianinfo.org 

OCHA 
http://ochaonline.un.org/ 

RELIEFWEB 
www.reliefweb.int/ 
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