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Key Messages
High rice prices persist, compounded by the depreciation of the currency, lack of market integration and high transport 
costs.

Conflicts continue to displace people and seriously affect food security.

There is a general consensus among the agencies about the alarming problem of hunger.

Political instability and fighting has hampered government actions to assist the population; some programmes are 
undertaken by donors and international agencies.

Background
The Democratic Republic of the Congo has a total population of 64,205 million with a 2% growth rate per annum; 59% of its population 
lives below the poverty line of 1$ PPP per day; and 76% is reported as undernourished.

Economic Indicators View Data

Total Population - 2008 (WB) 64205366

Population growth rate - 2008 (WB) 2%

GNI per capita, $ PPP - 2008 (WB) 290

Population below 1$ PPP per day - 2006 (MDGI) 59%

Rural population - 2007 (WB) 67%

Agriculture, value added (% of GDP) - 2007 (WB) 41%

Prices

In Jan 2010 the average price for the major markets/food 
products was 41% higher than 1 year earlier with variations 
from 116 and 74% in Likasi, Gbadolite, Bandundu, Kisangani 
and Lumumbashi. The depreciation of the Congolese franc has 
contributed to maintain basic foods prices at high levels, given 
that around a third of the total national cereal supply is 
imported. Recorded informal imports of maize from Zambia, 
between April and Sept 2009, increased by 47% compared to 
the same period in 2008 while those for rice declined slightly. 
In Jan rice prices in Kisangani (701.32 USD/Ton) were 65% 
higher than the international prices of White Broken Rice, Thai 
A1 Super, Fob Bangkok (426.25 USD/Ton).

Source: GIEWS Country Briefs

Food Consumption

Undernourished Population - 2005 (FAO) 76%

Cereal share in total dietary energy consumption - 2005 (FAO) 20%

Meat share in total dietary energy consumption n.a.

Health Indicators

Pop. with sustainable access to improved sanitation - 2006 (WHO) 31%

Life expectancy at birth (years) both sexes - 2006 (WHO) 47

Pop. with access to improved drinking water sources - 2006 (WHO) 46%

Prevalence of HIV among adults aged >= 15 years - 2005 (WHO) 2%

Natural Disasters, Drought and Conflicts

Civil security situation remains tense and clashes between 
rebels and government continue to displace tens of thousands 
people. Many have fled to the Sud-Ubangi district of Equateur 
province in western DRC and many more have fled to Central 
African Republic and Republic of Congo following inter-
communal violence in recent months. According to OCHA, 
there are at least 1,350,000 IDPs present today in the country, 
of whom over one million were displaced during 2009.

Refugees and IDPs 2006 2007 2008

Total in the country 1814990 2555204 1669323

Total outside the country 2040167 2784383 1918424

Source: UNHCR Statistical Online Population Database, United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), Data extracted on 22/10/2009.

Disaster Type (last year) Date Location Alert

Earthquake 2010-01-28 Kivu Province 1/3

Earthquake 2009-11-14 Shaba 
Province

1/3

No Floods - - -

Source: Global Disaster Alert and Coordination System - 3 = 1000 or more people killed or 800000 
or more people displaced. 2 = 100 or more people killed or 80000 or more displaced.
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Vegetation Condition

Normal to good vegetation conditions are observed throughout 
the country. The general indicator of vegetation condition 
provided below is the relative difference between the NDVI for 
January 2010 and the average of the last 10 years, calculated 
on the agricultural zones derived from the GLOBCOVER land 
cover database (2005).

Source: JRC MARS – FoodSec

Food Security Situation

About two thirds of the population is facing a situation of food 
insecurity. GIEWS reports severe localized food insecurity in 
the short term. According to WFP and IFPRI, hunger would be 
very high and the food security situation extremely alarming in 
the long term
CURRENT EMERGENCY ASSESMENT

Exceptional shortfall 
in aggregate food 
production supplies

Widespread lack of 
access

Severe localized 
food insecurity

FAO/GIEWS
CPFS 2009

Dem. Rep. of the Congo n.a. FEWSNET

SCALE OF HUNGER

Very high 
hunger (>= 
35% 
undernour.)

Moderately 
high hunger 
(20-34% 
undernour.)

Moderately 
low hunger 
(10-19% 
undernour.)

Very low 
hunger (5-9
% 
undernour.)

Extremely 
low hunger 
(<5% 
undernour.)

WFP/2009 
Hunger Map

Extremely 
alarming

Alarming Serious Moderate Low IFPRI/2009 
GHI

Food Balance Sheet

Good harvests are expected between February and April. 
Although no official figures are available, cereal production for 
2009 is estimated to have increased compared to the previous 
year and the five-year average owing to generally favourable 
weather. Import requirements for 2010 are estimated at 
721,000 tonnes, compared to 761,000 tonnes in the previous 
year.

Source: GIEWS Country Briefs

Government Policies

Political instability and fighting has hampered government 
efforts to assist the population. Under Food for the Hungry Plan 
in DRC (2008-2011) USAID and partner donors are assisting 
agricultural development and health and nutrition initiatives to 
support vulnerable groups to achieve food security.

Consumer and market oriented 
measures

n.a.

Producer oriented measures n.a.

Trade policy measures n.a.

Safety net (increased or introduced) n.a.

Different sources

Current events to watch (Click to see the full report)

DRC-RWANDA: Potential tensions amid returns in Kivus
DRC: Watching the volcanoes
DRC: Militias causing increased havoc in northeast
DRC: Parents keep children at home amid security fears in Dongo
DRC: Security beefed up for North Kivu IDPs

For more information, contact: Information-for-action@fao.org
Website: www.foodsec.org
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The Linking Information and Decision Making to Improve Food Security Programme is funded by the 
European Union and implemented by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations.
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