
T he dry season has given 
way to the long rains sea-
son. Most parts of the 

country are reporting floods of 
great magnitude which have so far 
claimed 14 lives and swept away 
property of unknown value. By 
end of April, at least  7,000 peo-
ple were displaced.  

The Meteorological 
Department predicted that parts of 
Western Kenya, Nyanza, Central 
Rift Valley and Coast Province  
would receive above normal rain-
fall with rain continuing until ei-
ther June or July.  The North 
Western Rift Valley, namely Lod-
war and neighbouring areas is 
expected to receive rainfall up to 
the second week of May. 

The wet season has also 
brought about a health challenge 
manifested in an increase in ma-
laria infection rates. The Govern-
ment issued an alert saying that at 
least 21 of the 60 districts in 
Kenya face malaria outbreak at 
the end of this rainy season.  

A task force was set up 
to re-evaluate the possibility of 
malaria resistance to sulphur-
based drugs. Hospitals in some 
parts of the country have regis-
tered more than 100 per cent in-
crease in malaria cases between 
January and March compared to 
the same period last year.   
                In agriculture it is 
feared that the country may fail to 
produce enough food for all its 
citizens. Though land was pre-
pared on schedule, planting 
lagged far behind schedule due to 
the delay in onset of the 2003 
long rains.  
                The cropping season 
started poorly in the food basket 
areas of Western, Nyanza and the 
southern Rift because rains came 
late by close to two months. The 
late start of the season is espe-
cially significant because these 
early -planting and early -
harvesting areas were expected to 
reduce the national maize shortfall 

starting in July. 
Although farmers  

should have carried out their sec-
ond weeding by now, they are yet 
to finish planting.  About 40 per-
cent of the maize area remains 
unplanted.  Government officials 
and the food security community 
will be keenly following the pace 
of planting in the arable areas of 
the Rift Valley Province, which 
accounts for up to 60 percent of 
national long-rains output . 

The 2003 long-rains 
season has been unusually erratic 
in most areas. In particular, little 
or no rain has fallen in the arable 
districts of Eastern, Central and 
Coast Provinces after the tenta-
tive start during the last week of 
March raising fears of wide-
spread food stress in the coming 
months.  

The Government has 
asked Kenyans to brace for 
drought saying it will use its 
stored 1.5 million bags of as-
sorted foods; maize, beans, sor-
ghum, millet, among others, to 
fill the gaps for areas adversely 
affected by lack of rain. The 
country should have three million 
bags in its reserves and is buying 
up stock to fill in the deficit 

Recovery was hinged 
on an improved 2003 long-rains 
season.  Some localized areas of 
Mandera, Marsabit, Tana River 
Isiolo and Turkana Districts re-
ceived unexpected rainfall during 
March.  This has brightened pros-
pects that the recovery process 
that began toward the end of 
2001 will be further consolidated 
should these rains continue and 
spread more widely.   

In food distribution, a 
total of 28 projects will be imple-
mented under the Fund for Disas-
ter Preparedness in Turkana and 
Mandera Districts. This is in ad-
dition to activities in Isiolo Dis-
trict where food for work activi-
ties started in       December.  

The National Project 

Review Committee (NPRC) has 
approved thirteen projects for 
implementation in Turkana and 
fifteen projects in Mandera. In 
Marsabit District, the Fund for 
Disaster Preparedness budgets 
have been approved and prep a-
rations are underway for the 
training of food monitors.  

Border security con-
tinues to be a major area of con-
cern following raids at the 
Kenya/Ethiopia and Kenya/
Uganda borders that led to more 
than 38 deaths.  
                 Meanwhile, Mungiki 
(Kikuyu fundamentalist sect) 
has re-emerged after a short lull 
in its activities. The group in-
vaded Thika police station forc-
ing the station boss to abandon 
his office on the weekend of 19-
20 April. The close to 200 sect 
members stormed area police 
headquarters and dumped the 
body of their colleague report-
edly killed by an officer. 

At least five people 
were seriously injured when 
Mungiki men armed with pan-
gas went on a rampage and 
hacked commuters and matatu 
crews. Three minibuses were set 
ablaze in the dawn attack, which 
left some victims of the gang in 
a critical condition.  

The encampment pol-
icy for all refugees is about to 
change after the passing of a law 
that will allow refugees with 
professionals training to take up 
employment outside the camps. 
The move is part of the Govern-
ment's plan to decongest refugee 
camps by moving and integrat-
ing foreigners with the host 
communities. 

The Government is in 
the process of re-examining the 
refugee policy. At present refu-
gees are confined in two camps 
with only a few living in urban 
centres. They are not allowed to 
take up employment in the 
country. 
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F loods continued to wreak havoc in most parts of 
the country following onset of the rains in the 

last week of March. By April 30, 14 people had 
drowned in various parts of the country and 7,000 
others were displaced. In one incident, a mother and 
her three children died in a landslide in Kericho. 

The Meteorological Department predicted 
that parts of Western Kenya, Nyanza, Central Rift 
Valley and Coast Province would receive above nor-
mal rainfall with rains continuing until either June or 
July.  The North Western Rift Valley, namely Lodwar 
and neighbouring areas, is expected to receive rainfall 
up to the second week of May. 

The department said highlands East of Rift 
Valley which include Nairobi, Meru, Embu and the 
areas around them will receive long rains up to be-
tween the second and third week of May. This year’s 
long rains season started late and has been erratic in 
most parts of the country apart from Lake Victoria 
Basin and Coast where it has rained incessantly for 
more than one week leading to widespread flooding.  

In Nyando, 5,000 people are still by their 
submerged homes waiting to be rescued. The 
Garsen-Hola  R oad was made impassable following 
heavy rains in the Tana River district, in the north 
east, making bus companies to suspend services, leav-
ing passengers stranded.   

Cases of drowning were reported at 
Kakamega, Migori and Mogotio. Earlier, two people 
were swept away by floods last week at Longonot, 
Naivasha and lightning killed one person. 

In Budalangi  Division of Busia District, an 
estimated 200 families have been displaced following 
the collapse of the dykes repaired last year on the 
River Nzoia. The floods have killed livestock and 
swept away food crops.  

The displaced have moved to higher ground 
but there are concerns of hunger and spread of water-
borne diseases due to the prevailing conditions. This 
area floods almost annually and most of the residents 
are food insecure due to the high frequency of floods. 
Seven villages have been submerged and people were 
reported to be sitting on anthills and rooftops to avoid 
drowning.  

Nyando and most of the Lake Victoria Ba-
sin was submerged in water in the last week of April.  
Hunger loomed in the area as the floods destroyed 
over 1,000 hectares of crops as well as food in the 

granaries. Hardest hit were Kochogo and Tikolo lo-
cations of Nyando division and Ombei in Miwani.  
Local DC said the government had sent 1,200 bags 
of maize and 300 bags of beans to the 100 affected 
families. The DC said a district disaster committee 
would meet to tackle the crisis. The committee had 
adequate drugs for any disease outbreak and more 
supplies were expected from well-wishers.  

The area was affected by water from the 
rivers Nyando and Awach after they overflowed 
their banks. The situation was eased by canals con-
structed before the rains started, however, there was 
a need to desilt them to reduce flooding. The floods 
destroyed  vegetables, bananas and maize along a 
12-kilometre stretch on River Nyando, causing dam-
age estimated at hundreds of thousands of shillings.  

Perennial flooding has ravaged Nyando 
District for many years leading to destruction of 
property and lose of lives.  Every year, residents, 
especially those living within the Kano plains, have 
been forced to vacate their homes in a bid to escape 
the ravages of flooding.  

In Migori , residents of Nyora and Kabutpo 
moved to higher ground for fear of the floods and 
appealed to the government to construct dykes to 
contain overflows from rivers feeding Lake Victoria. 
Public health officials warned of a possible outbreak 
of water-borne diseases such as cholera and typhoid. 
                In Nyatike , an alert has been issued over 
likely floods. World Vision International and gov-
ernment officials said water levels of the Migori and 
Kuja rivers continued to rise following the 
rains.  About 2,000 people are displaced annually in 
Central and West Kadem locations when the two 
rivers burst their banks.   
                Nine homesteads and several animals were 
washed away when three rivers burst their banks and 
flooded Kositei location in East Baringo. A Catho-
lic mission at Kositei was also destroyed by the 
floods which washed away several buildings.  

Heavy rains in Samburu and Laikipia 
districts made the Nyahururu-Maralal Road impass-
able and 30 vehicles, most of them matatus, were 
stranded for 15 hours until the waters subsided.  In 
Samburu District (northwestern) floods have de-
stroyed several homesteads and crop fields. The 
hardest hit areas included Kirisia, Loroki, Baragoi 
and Nyiro divisions. 

reservist who was among the dead. 
                On the same day, To-
posa raiders from southern Sudan 
attacked Turkana herdsmen at 
Oropoi, killing two people and 
driving away livestock.  
                As the incident took 
place, raiders from Turkana at-
tacked Toposa villagers and stole 
an unknown number of animals. 
But the raiders were pursued up to 
Lotengany, 40 km from Loki-

F our people were killed and 
eight others seriously injured 

over the weekend of April 5/6 in 
separate cattle rustling incidents in 
Turkana District. In one incident, 
armed Merile tribesmen from 
Ethiopia ambushed Turkana fish-
ermen at Todenyang, in Lokitaung 
Sub-district and shot dead two 
people and injured two others. 
                The raiders also took 
away a gun belonging to a police 

chogio town, where a an exchange 
of fire ensued leaving six raiders 
seriously injured and all the ani-
mals recovered. The injured raid-
ers were admitted to the Lopiting 
hospital. 
                On April 8,  an  un-
known  number  of  bandits at-
tacked the District Commissioner's  
convoy  that  was  travelling  along  
the Kapenguria-Lodwar highway 

Floods follow lengthy dry spell 

Border security remains an issue of concern 

Perennial 
flooding has ravaged 

Nyando District for 
many years 

destroying property 
and killing 

people.  Every year, 
residents, especially 

those living within 
the Kano plains, 

have been forced to 
vacate their homes 

in a bid to escape the 
ravages of flooding. 

Page 2  

FLOODS  

SECURITY 

                 continued on page 5 



T he 2003 long-rains season 
has been unusually erratic in 

most areas after starting with an 
almost two months time lag.  In 
particular, little or no rain has 
fallen in the arable districts of 
Eastern, Central and Coast Prov-
inces after the tentative start dur-
ing the last week of March raising 
fears of widespread food stress in 
the coming months.  

The Government has 
asked Kenyans to brace for 
drought saying it will use its stored 
1.5 million bags of assorted foods; 
maize, beans, sorghum, millet, 
among others, to fill the gaps for 
areas adversely affected by lack of 
rain. The country should three 
million in reserves but the Govern-
ment has reassured Kenyans it buy 
up stock to fill in the deficit. 

The Kenya Meteorologi-
cal Department has also indicated 
that the long rains would likely be 
below normal in most areas out-
side districts adjacent to Lake Vic-
toria and along the coastal strip.  
Such an outcome would greatly 
aggravate the already high food 
security of pastoralists in the hard-
est hit West Pokot, Baringo, 
Marakwet, Keiyo and southern 
Turkana Districts.  In addition, 
crop output will likely be ad-
versely affected by the predicted 

drop in the long rains season, par-
ticularly in Eastern, Central and 
Coast Provinces, where the season 
is characteristically shorter than in 
other arable areas of the country. 

FEWS Net reports that 
the national maize supply has 
tightened significantly and is 
unlikely to meet national con-
sumption needs, particularly be-
tween July and September, before 
the first long-rains crops are har-
vested.   

The Ministry of Agricul-
ture and Livestock Development 
(MoALD) has attributed the immi-
nent supply shortfall to the two-
month delay in the season onset in 
the early supplying areas of south-
western Kenya, coupled with er-
ratic 2003 long-rains season rain-
fall across several other arable 
areas of the country.  Subse-
quently, maize imports may be-
come necessary.  The magnitude 
of such imports will only be ascer-
tained toward the beginning of 
May when the outcome of the 
long-rains season becomes clearer. 

At the moment, the Na-
tional Cereals and Produce Board 
(NCPB) is holding an estimated 
261,000 MT tons of maize consti-
tuting 135,000 MT of Strategic 
Grain Reserve (SGR) stock, 
90,000 MT of Government of 

Kenya (GoK) famine relief maize 
and 36,000 MT of the NCPB’s 
own commercial grain stock.  The 
GoK is currently building up the 
SGR, which at the moment is half 
of the target level of 270,000 MT. 

Reduced amounts of 
rainfall has led to deterioration of 
soil moisture conditions with re-
sultant withering and poor per-
formance of early planted crop and 
a decline in levels of water in per-
ennial rivers as well as boreholes 
and wells. Apart from delayed 
planting of annual crops water and 
browse scarcity has induced mass 
exodus of the pastorialists esp e-
cially in the agro-pastoralists ar-
eas. 

North Eastern Province 
and parts of the Rift Valley are in 
the grip of famine, which is ex-
pected to get worse by the end of 
the year. Studies show that famine 
has a cyclical pattern, occurring 
every four to six years in East Af-
rica. Last month, the Drought 
Monitoring Centre-Nairobi 
(DMCN) warned that the Greater 
Horn of Africa sub-region would 
experience severe drought during 
the long rains.  
                 Meteorologists fear that 
this year would be like 1995, when 
the long rains were extremely 
poor.   

counts for up to 60 percent of na-
tional long-rains output. 

With the exception of 
the Coast Province, maize planting 
has not delayed significantly in 
most other areas of the country. 
                Yet, crop prospects are 
less favourable in Eastern and 
Central Provinces, where up to 70 
percent of planting has been com-
pleted.  Although only slightly 
delayed, the 2003 long rains have 
been especially erratic after initial 
rains during the last week of 
March. Little or no rainfall has 
been reported in most of these 
areas after the onset.  The Ministry 
of Agriculture and Livestock De-
velopment (MoALD) has reported 
that the crop is already under sig-
nificant moisture stress and farm-
ers may have to re-plant their crop, 
should the current dry spell con-
tinue.  

T hough land was prepared on 
schedule, planting lagged far 

behind schedule due to the delay 
in onset of the 2003 long rains. 
The cropping season started poorly 
in the key areas of Western, 
Nyanza and the southern Rift be-
cause rains came late by close to 
two months.             The late start 
of the season is especially signifi-
cant because these early-planting 
and early-harvesting areas were 
expected to reduce the national 
maize shortfall starting in July.  
                Although farmers should 
have carried out their second 
weeding by now, they are yet to 
finish planting.  About 40 percent 
of the maize area remains un-
planted.  Government officials and 
the food security community will 
be keenly following the pace of 
planting in the arable areas of the 
Rift Valley Province, which ac-

Meanwhile, the agricul-
ture ministry has finalised a five 
year Sh4.2 billion special pro-
gramme to reduce the prevailing 
high food insecurity and poverty. 
                 The funds will be raised 
locally and from donors. Between 
1990 and 2000, a total of Sh27 
billion was spent on famine relief. 
                 The long term solution 
will include sustainable develop-
ment of fisheries resources, live-
stock development and the har-
nessing of water resources and 
investment in irrigation.  

The ministry of agricul-
ture has started implementing the 
food security plan within its 
budget and has sought assistance 
from the Food and Agriculture 
Organisation (FAO) technical co-
operation programme assistance to 
accelerate the start up activities.  

Erratic long-rains raise food security concerns  

Late rains compromise food security 
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Most pastoralist households out-
side Baringo, Turkana and West 
Pokot Districts experienced sig-
nificant respite during 2002 from 
the prolonged drought that began 
in late 1998 and extended close to 
the end of 2001.   
                During 2002 and early 
2003 pastoralists experienced sig-
nificant growth in their livestock 
herds and livestock health has gen-
erally improved in tandem with 
rising  in most markets.   
                Last year also witnessed 
a period of significant reversal in 
the previously high rates of child 
malnutrition across the majority of 
pastoral districts.  Against this 
background, a favorable 2003 
long-rains season remains central 

to the continuation of a long road 
to recovery. 

Recovery was hinged on 
an improved 2003 long-rains sea-
son.  Some localized areas of 
M andera, Marsabit, Tana River 
Isiolo and Turkana Districts re-
ceived unexpected rainfall during 
March.  This has brightened pros-
pects that the recovery process that 
began toward the end of 2001 will 
be further consolidated should 
these rains continue and spread 
more widely.  Unfortunately, the 
March-May climate outlook fore-
cast for Kenya indicates that most 
of the pastoral areas will have be-
low-normal rainfall.  
                The satellite derived 
Normalized Difference Vegetation 

Index (NDVI) for the last week of 
March 2003 indicates very sparse 
and dry vegetation over most of 
the eastern sector of the sub-
region.  
                The worst affected areas 
are the marginal areas of the sub-
region where lack of vegetation 
has been the norm.  
                Good but scattered vege-
tation was evident over parts of 
western Kenya and Ethiopian 
highlands. Most of Uganda, 
Rwanda, Burundi and Tanzania 
indicated well-established vegeta-
tion. However, the general condi-
tion of vegetation was below aver-
age over most of the region based 
on both the previous and long-
term anomalies  

ASAL areas recovery on course 

extension of the Relief Commit-
tees that were established during 
the emergency operation, and 
serve to ensure full and democratic 
community representation but also 
accountability at this level.   

In Mandera this has 
proved problematic, as the tradi-
tional decision-making structures 
often exclude women's direct par-
ticipation, but elsewhere the model 
works well.  Participants on the 
scheme are selected based on their 
poverty levels. 

Most of the projects se-
lected so far focus on community-
based water resource management 
including the development or reha-
bilitation of pans, shallow wells 
and canals, and the de-silting or 
expansion of dams.   

Small-scale water pro-
jects reduce the impact of drought 
in three main ways.  Reduced dis-
tances in search of water therefore 
the less mobile small stock can be 
preserved; less time is spent on 
water fetching; and there is an 
increased  kitchen gardening, 
which helps to diversify income 
and food consumption, especially 
for poor households without large 
herds.    

Typically, the project 
duration is 4-5 months. Given the 
nature of the projects, most of the 
work must be accomplished in the 
dry season.  Fifty percent of the 
food aid is delivered in advance of 

full project implementation and 
the remainder on successful com-
pletion.  Basic hand tools and con-
struction supplies are also pro-
vided by the project and supple-
mented by communities. (FEWS 
NET Report) 

In Baringo, World Vi-
sion Kenya will help to feed 
59,000 people affected by drought 
and famine through the Kenya 
Government/World Food Pro-
gramme supported  food for work 
program. Baringo District will 
receive  3,304 Mt tons of food.  
An estimated 119,000 people in 
Baringo District are severely af-
fected by famine following a pro-
longed drought in the area.  
The worst hit are the arid and 
semi-arid areas inhabited by no-
madic pastoralists. Many families 
have migrated to neighbouring 
areas in Turkana, Samburu, Lai-
kipia and Kerio Valley with their 
emaciated livestock in search of 
food, water and pasture. The pro-
ject will include excavation of 
large water dams, which can hold 
big amounts of water and a reseed-
ing programme for the purposes of 
checking environmental degrada-
tion.  Area residents have never 
recovered the effects of a severe 
drought that occurred between 
1999 and 2000 claiming over 50% 
of livestock.  

A  total of 28 projects will be 
implemented under the Fund 

for Disaster Preparedness in Tur-
kana and Mandera Districts. This 
is in addition to activities in Isiolo 
District where food for work ac-
tivities started in December.  

The National Project 
Review Committee (NPRC) has 
approved thirteen projects for im-
plementation in Turkana and fif-
teen projects in Mandera. In Mar-
sabit District, the Fund for Disas-
ter Preparedness budgets have 
been approved and preparations 
are underway for the training of 
food monitors. Budgets for 
Garissa and Ijara districts have 
been received and are under re-
view. 

The activities are aimed 
at reducing food insecurity in 
drought-prone districts. Only com-
munities that are most food inse-
cure and vulnerable to drought 
benefit from this programme. Pro-
jects are selected in consultation 
with a sub-committee of the Dis-
trict Steering Committee (DSG) 
that identifies.  

The community identi-
fies projects that are most likely to 
contribute to reducing the impact 
of drought. Women are particu-
larly encouraged to engage in the 
decision-making process, through 
elected community rehabilitation/
development committees.   

These committees are an 

Projects to alleviate food shortages 
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A t least 21 of the 60 districts in Kenya face ma-
laria outbreak at the end of this rainy season, the 

Government has warned. The onset of the malaria epi-
demic is expected in mid May. 

The Ministry of Health (MoH) and the 
Kenya Medical Research Institute (Kemri) has identi-
fied Kisii, Gucha, Trans Mara, Trans Nzoia, Lugari, 
West Pokot, Bomet, Nyamira and Kericho districts as 
malaria hot-spots. Other districts likely to be affected 
include Uasin Gishu, Bomet, Buret, Northern and 
Southern Nandi, Keiyo, Koibatek, Marakwet, Tana 
River Garissa, Lamu, Mombasa and Kilifi.  

A task force was set up to re-evaluate the 
possibility of malaria resistance to sulphur-based 
drugs. Hospitals in Kisumu District have registered 
more than 100 per cent increase in malaria cases be-
tween January and March compared to the same pe-
riod last year.   

District Medical Officer of Health said 
38,678 cases of malaria had been treated in the first 
quarter of the year compared to 19,639 for the same 
period last year.  The disease has remained the number 
one killer disease in the district. In 2002, 668 people 
died of malaria in the district compared to 575 in 
2001.  In addition, an outbreak of highland malaria 
claimed some 240 lives in other parts of the country. 
Increase in Malaria deaths was attributed to poverty, 
resistance to anti-malarial drugs and ineffective pre-
vention and control activities.   

It is estimated that 94 children under the age 
of five die every day in Kenya due to malarial infec-
tions and that the disease in pregnancy is a major 
cause of anaemia and therefore exposes women to 
higher risk of maternal mortality. 

UNICEF said key challenges in control of 
the disease include unequal distribution of the burden 
of malaria in the country, with provinces such as 
Nyanza bearing the brunt of it; and increased fre-
quency of epidemics in areas previously known as 
malaria free zones resulting in disproportionately high 
morbidity and mortality. 

Meanwhile, the government is seeking to 
introduce a new mode of treatment due to increased 
resistance to drugs in use. Sulphur-based drugs are 
becoming weaker as a first line of treatment against 
malaria. The level of resistance has increased to 40 per 

cent in certain areas where the disease is prevalent. 
The government intends to start combina-

tion therapy in high risk areas of Lake Victoria and 
the South Coast. Combination therapy – using of sul-
phur-based drugs such as fansidar, falcidin and 
metakelfin with amodiaquine medicines like camo-
quine and malaratab –may be introduced later this 
year. However, sulphur drugs will still be used in 
some areas.   
The government phased out chloroquine drugs as a 
first-line treatment four years ago after resistance 
levels rose to more than 50 per cent.  

Kenya Medical Research Institute (Kemri) 
produces mosquito repellents and promotes use of 
insecticide-treated nets for disease prevention.  It is 
also working closely with the Pyrethrum Board of 
Kenya in evaluating the board's new natural pyre-
throid product to kill mosquitoes.  

Africa Malaria Day was marked on April 
25. The theme was: "Insecticide Treated Nets and 
Effective Malaria Treatment for Pregnant Women 
and Young Children by 2005". The Health ministry 
had stepped-up prevention campaigns while ensuring 
that public hospitals had enough drugs, the Director 
Medical Services said. The government and its devel-
opment partners had allocated US$500,000 to fight 
malaria this financial year and expects to receive an 
additional $13 million (about Sh100 million) from the 
Global Fund to fight malaria and other diseases. 

The ministry is working with the World 
Health Organisation (WHO), UNICEF  among other 
health-related non-governmental organisations to 
curb the Malaria toll. 

During an international malaria summit 
meeting held in Abuja, Nigeria, in 2000, African 
heads of State discussed the implementation of the 
Roll Back Malaria (RBM) initiative launched by the 
WHO and its partners in 1998. The goals of the initia-
tive are to reduce malaria deaths by 50 per cent by 
2010, another 30 per cent by 2015 and another 20 per 
cent by 2025.  Elsewhere, local health officials have 
warned of possible water borne diseases in  Migori  
and Kuria Districts. The health officials issued alert 
saying in addition to malaria, the districts should 
brace themselves for an increase in typhoid, Dysen-
try, Cholera. 

Rainy season increases malaria risk 
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Border security remains an issue of concern 

as  the  administrator  was returning from West 
Pokot Distrit. This is the second shooting incident 
affecting the local DC since his posting to the  
area  in  January. None of the personnel from his 
security detail was injured. (Source: East African 
Standard April 9) 

On April 14, four peop le were killed in 
separate incidents in the North Rift. In one inci-
dent, Ugandan raiders crossed the border and 
killed two herdsmen and stole 742 animals in 
West Pokot.  A local World Vision peace monitor 
said General Service Unit officers at Turkwel and 

police reservists pursued the raiders but recovered noth-
ing.  Earlier, World Vision officials handed over eight 
camels stolen by the Pokot from the Turkana at Loya 
trading centre. The ceremony was attended by 80 Tur-
kana and 20 Pokot elders.  

Elsewhere, a herdsman was killed at Bonde in 
Trans Nzoia's Cherangany constituency by raiders from 
Pokot who took away 15 cows. Meanwhile, cattle rustlers 
killed a man and stole animals in two separate attacks in 
Marakwet District . Residents said the attacks at Kap-
cheptugen and Kasegei were coordinated because they 
took place simultaneously.  In the first incident, about 20 
rustlers from East Baringo had been repulsed by Marak-

Continued from page 2 
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the disease is preva-
lent. 



T he United Nations Develop-
ment Programme (UNDP) 

has completed a water project that 
will improve food security for 

some 150 households in the lee-
ward side of Mt Kenya.  
                 The area has often been 
under famine relief but this is set to 
end if water in the two dams is used 
effectively. 

The project is funded 
through UNDP’s Global Environ-
ment Facility (GEF) Small Grants 
Programme. The Mwiyogo sub 
location of Kieni West Division 
only gets about 550 mm of rain 
annually with almost eight months 
of no precipitation.  

Residents therefore have 
to walk long distances to get water 
for their domestic use and live-
stock. The project was started with 
a three million shillings grant to 
cover excavation of two water 
dams at a depression that has a wa-
ter catchment of several kilometres 
all round. 
                  The two adjacent dams 
have a capacity of 40 million litres 
of water annually. Using wind en-
ergy, the water is pumped into a 
community tank, and then distrib-
uted to households. The project was 
supported by Ulinzi Wa Mifugo, a 
private agricultural advisory body.  
                 Side-troughs were con-
structed for livestock.  The commu-
nity is highly dependent on live-
stock and provision of good water-
ing points will result in increased 
milk and meat production. 

In addition, the residents 
are supplementing their food by 
using the water for kitchen gardens 
while fishing is likely to pick up 
now that Tilapia and cat fish finger-
lings have been introduced in the 
dams. The water mass covers four 
to five acres of land and will most 
certainly improve the microclimate. 

The Wajir Environmental 
Sanitation Workshop held on April 
8th-11th 2003 in Wajir Town, devel-
oped action plans under the four 
major areas of water, solid waste 
disposal, human waste and policy/
support.   

The workshop was di-
vided into two levels of discussion, 
a community-based forum and a 
more technical forum.   

The overall aim of the 
workshop was t o develop a water 
and sanitation strategy for Wajir 

Town in order to coherently ad-
dress the outstanding water and 
sanitation concerns of its residents.    
                Merlin (Medical Emer-
gency Relief International) organ-
ised the workshop with funds from 
the United Nations Children’s 
Fund  (UNICEF).   

The workshop organiz-
ers recognized that currently as in 
the past, the local government, 
communities and NGOs have 
worked to address a large number 
of sanitation-related issues: chol-
era outbreak response and preven-
tion, improvement to the bucket 
latrine system, improved quality of 
water and greater community 
awareness and hygiene education. 

  However, despite the 
success of some programs, further 
work, collaboration and partner-
ship was required in order to de-
velop a coherent water and sanita-
tion strategy for the town.  
                An outcome from the 
workshop has been the formula-
tion of a broader and more long-
term framework for action.  The 
challenge has now been left with 
decision-makers and implemen-
ters, to deliver on activities identi-
fied within the course of the work-
shop.        

                On Saturday May 10th, 
Tumaini Self Help Group, Con-
cern Worldwide and the local ad-
ministration of Korogocho will 
hold a clean up day.  
                The event will raise 
awareness on the importance of 
waste management in the informal 
settlements. The Assistant Minis-
ter for Local Government, the 
Mayor of Nairobi and representa-
tives of the Environment Depart-

ment - Nairobi City Council, have 
agreed to participate in the clean 
up and a number of dignitaries will 
visit the area to lend their support 
on the day. 

The Clean Up will also 
mark the start of a waste manage-
ment pilot project which will be 
implemented by Tumaini Self-help 
Group and supported by Concern 
Worldwide.  

The project will involve 
300 households who will sort their 
household waste each day for col-
lection by Tumaini members.  

The waste will be 
weighed and analysed before be-
ing taken to the dump site.  

The information col-
lected from this process will be 
used to determine the type, quality 
and amount of waste suitable for 
recycling.  

The aim of the pilot pro-
ject is to improve waste handling 
methods within the settlement and 
identify sustainable methods to 
improve services to those living in 
the settlement. 

Wind pump guarantees food security for dry area 
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Cattle drinking from a trough built near the dam. 

 

Wind pump used to supply sur-
rounding areas with clean water. 

clean up 

WATER AND 
SANITATION 

On Saturday May 10th, 
Tumaini Self Help 

Group, Concern 
Worldwide and the 

local administration of 
Korogocho will hold a 

clean up day. The 
event will raise aware-

ness on the impor-
tance of waste man-

agement in the infor-
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R efugees who are professionals 
will be allowed to work and 

live outside camps, Home Affairs 
Minister announced in April. The 
move is part of the Government's 
plan to decongest refugee camps by 
moving and integrating foreigners 
with the host communities, the min-
ister said adding that this would 
only be done after Parliament en-
acts such a law. 
                The Government is in the 
process of re-examining the refugee 
policy. At present refugees are con-
fined in two camps with only a few 
living in urban centres. They are 
not allowed to take up employment 
in the country. 

UN High Commission for 
Refugees (UNHCR) country repre-
sentative said enacting laws on 
refugees had taken long in Kenya, 
complicating their predica-
ment. Due to this, much work had 
been left to the UNHCR a situation 
that has limited its performance.   

On a different occasion, a 
visiting High Commissioner for 
Refugees  appealed to the donor 

community to meet food needs of 
refugees in Kenya. They receive 
only 1,700 Kilocalories per person 
per day as opposed to the required 
minimal standard of 2,100 kilo-
calories per person per day.  As a 
result of the food shortage, there has 
been an increase in the level of mal-
nutrition, especially among young 
children, and cases of anaemia and 
other nutritional deficiencies among 
pregnant women and breast-feeding 
mothers. 

The Minister for Home 
Affairs promised that the Govern-
ment would make the enactment of 
the refugee legislation a priority 
saying that plans were underway to 
establish a full-fledged Refugee De-
partment within his ministry. He 
also stated the Government’s com-
mitment in improving security for 
the refugees.  

Women refugees from 
nine nations spoke of their concerns 
that included insecurity, health, 
food, water, shelter; and sex and 
gender based violence. The refugees 
also appealed to the Government to 

relocate the camps to a more hos-
pitable area. 

In Dadaab, thousands of 
refugees persevered hot sun as 
they queued to be counted at the 
refugee camp. UNHCR held a 
revalidation exercise at the end of 
March to enable them establish the 
exact number of refugees being 
assisted and protected in the camp.   

The refugees mainly 
from Somalia stopped all their 
normal activities to participate in 
the exercise normally carried out 
after every two years.   

The exercise also en-
ables UNHCR to review the size 
of each and every family before 
issuing new ration cards.  Assisted 
by some 270 volunteers, mainly 
students, UNHCR personnel inter-
viewed each and every family to 
verify the family sizes. The Gov-
ernment mobilized policemen 
from Garissa to reinforce the 
Dadaab contingent.  The results 
will be shared with the donors and 
other stakeholders. (Contact: Em-
manuel Nyabera on 444-3028) 

1,000 head of cattle. 
The raid displaced over 

2,000 people and it was feared that 
the loss of food stores, could cause 
a serious food shortage. Locals 
were disarmed by the government 
increasing vulnerability from their 
traditional rivals. 
                Mungiki (Kikuyu funda-
mentalist sect) has re-emerged 
after a short lull in its activities. 
The group invaded Thika police 
station forcing the station boss to 
abandon his office on the weekend 
of 19-20 April. They dumped the 
body of their colleague reportedly 
killed by an officer. 

At least five people were 
seriously injured when Mungiki 
men armed with pangas went on a 
rampage and hacked commuters 
and matatu crews. Three mini-
buses were set ablaze.  

Witnesses said about 50 
men armed with machetes and 
other weapons attacked matatu 
drivers, conductors and passengers 
at Mashimba bus stop. The inci-
dent paralysed public transport 
from Kayole to the city centre for 

wet herdsmen and when fleeing, 
they found Mr Long'oletou Kapket 
fishing on the River Kerio. They 
shot him several times, killing 
him.  In the second incident, 30 
rustlers raided Kasegei village and 
fired in the air before stealing 17 
goats. Some herdsmen were 
slightly injured in a stampede that 
ensued.  

The Ugandan govern-
ment has called for immediate 
talks with Kenyan authorities 
for a solution to surging cattle rus-
tling in border areas after 30 peo-
ple were killed and hundreds dis-
placed in a cattle rustling inci-
dence in early April. 

Uganda also wants 
Kenya to prosecute the Pokots, 
who crossed into Kapchorwa Dis-
trict on 11 April and killed over 30 
people. The raiders also stole over 
1,000 heads of cattle. They at-
tacked  Suam, Bukwa and Kabei 
villages at dawn. They shot at peo-
ple who were trying to escape and  
burnt down houses and granaries 
before getting away with  over 

most of the day.  The attack is be-
lieved to have been sparked by last 
week's decision by local matatu  
operators to stop paying "protection 
money" to the gang.  

The National Security 
Minister has dismissed existence of 
Mungiki saying  the government 
wiped out the sect and those re-
sponsible for the Kayole [eastern 
suburb of Nairobi] terror were 
"common criminals. Three people 
were killed and an MP's home 
raided in banditry attacks on the 
eve of high-level peace meetings in 
the North Rift.  In one incident, two 
passengers were killed and five 
others injured when bandits at-
tacked a matatu near Lokichoggio, 
Turkana District. The vehicle was 
ambushed by two bandits, armed 
with AK-47 rifles. 

A policeman travelling in 
the vehicle fired back and the at-
tackers fled into the bush.  The in-
jured were taken to Lokichogio and 
Kakuma mission hospitals.  All 
MPs from the three districts are 
expected to attend the three security 
meetings in Turkana, West Pokot 
and Marakwet.  

Refugees integration to start 

Border security remains an issue of concern 
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from nine nations 
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food, water, shel-

ter; and sex and 
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The purpose of the UN Disaster Prevention, Management and Co-ordination Unit  (DPMCU) is to enhance, support, 
and service a coordinated and coherent response amongst all partners to any kind of emergency situation, natural or 

man made (disasters or conflicts) in Kenya; improve the early warning mechanisms and information management sys-
tems; participate in regular monitoring of vulnerability and strengthen preparedness and response capacities amongst 

all partners. It also facilitates mobilisation of national and international resources.  

CONTRIBUTORS: UNICEF (K), KFSG, KFSSG, Health and Nutrition Coordination Committee, WESCO-
ORD, WFP (K), DMC, FEWSNET, UNHCR, ALRMP, FAO, IRIN, RC (Kenya), AAH-K, WV, Church World 

Service, Refugee Consortium of Kenya, IOM, UNHCR,GTZ,UN Security Update,, Daily Nation and East 
African Standard newspapers  

The views expressed herein do not necessarily reflect the views of the United Nations. To subscribe and con-
tribute to this report please contact UNDPMCU  
email: lilian.nduta@undp.org or Tel: 624397 

You can now access this publication and our past issues on the internet. Just key in www.reliefweb.com, 
choose by country button. It will lead you to Kenya, click on the Kenya button to access  your copy of the 
Kenya Humanitarian Update.  

How to access the Kenya Humanitarian Update on the web 

UN Days 
03 May    World Press Freedom Day 
22 May    International Day for Biological Diversity 
29 May    International Day of United Nations Peacekeepers 
 
KFSM: May 22 at 10.00 am at KICC 
KFSSG: May 20, at 10.00 am at KICC 
WESCOORD: May 14th 
HEALTH & Nutrition: May 19, 10.00 am at UNICEF KCO (Gigiri)  

Upcoming Events 

I nternational Non Governmental Organisations (INGO) representatives met with the Commissioner General on April 
3rd   to discuss tax remittance demands by his office. As a result of the meeting, it was agreed by the Commissioner 

General that audits would only go back two years (2001 & 2002).  
                 In addition, the Commissioner General agreed that outstanding requests for waivers of penalties and interest 
would be resolved; he also agreed that waivers of penalties and interest would be considered if the INGO has co-operated 
with the Kenya Revenue Authority (KRA).  Furthermore, waivers that had previously been rejected (but not yet settled) 
could also be reconsidered. 

In addition, the Commissioner General advised the INGOs to prepare a memorandum to the Minister of Fi-
nance on INGO taxation.  The memorandum was to include suggestions for revisions of the law and/or application/
interpretation of the law by April 17th for consideration in the annual budget review.   

For further information, please contact Gabrielle Appleford (Gabrielle@merlin.org.uk) or Jason Phillips 
(Jason@irckenya.org). 

INGOs seek solution to tax issue in Kenya 


