
 

 

KENYA: ELECTORAL VIOLENCE 19 February 2008
The Kenya Red Cross Society’s mission is to build capacity and respond with vigor, compassion and empathy to 
those affected by disaster and at risk, in the most effective and efficient manner. It works closely with the 
International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, which is the world’s largest humanitarian 
organization and its millions of volunteers are active in over 185 countries. 
This Operations Update (no. 26/2008) reflects the information available at this time.  
 
Appeal History:  
• On 4th January 2008, the Kenya Red Cross Society issued a Preliminary Appeal No. 1/2008 for Ksh 

957,127,906 (US$ 15.4 million) to assist 500,000 beneficiaries for one (1) month. Visit 
http://www.kenyaredcross.org for information on the appeal narrative and budge.  

 
For further information specifically related to this operation please contact:  

 Mr. Abbas Gullet, Secretary General, Kenya Red Cross Society, Email; 
gullet.abbas@kenyaredcross.org Phone 254.20.60.35.93; 254.20.3950.000 Fax 254.20.60.35.89 

 Dr. James Kisia, Deputy Secretary General, Kenya Red Cross Society, Email; 
kisia.james@kenyaredcross.org Phone 254.20.60.35.93; 254.20.3950.000 Fax 254.20.60.35.89 

 Mr. Anthony Mwangi, Public Relations Manager, Kenya Red Cross Society, Email; 
info@kenyaredcross.org Phone 254.20.60.35.93; 254.20.3950.000 Fax 254.20.60.35.89 

 
All Kenya Red Cross Society assistance seeks to adhere to the Code of Conduct and is committed to the 
Humanitarian Charter and Minimum Standards in Disaster Response in delivering assistance to the 
most vulnerable. For support to or for further information concerning the Kenya Red Cross Society 
programmes or operations, or for a full description of the Society’s profile, please access the Kenya Red 
Cross Society Website at http://www.kenyaredcross.org or the Federation’s Website at 
http://www.ifrc.org 
 
Operational Summary 
Kenya Red Cross personnel visited Kakamega town on 18th February 2008, where tension was mounting 
at the Moi showground in Kakamega. The Western Provincial Commissioner, Kenya Red Cross and UN 
visited the camp on a fact-finding mission and addressed the gathering on the importance of maintaining 
peace. At Endebes, a team from the Kenya Red Cross and UN visited the camp on a fact-finding mission.
Similar assessments are being carried out countrywide. The rainy season is posing challenges in the 
Internally Displaced Peoples (IDPs) camps, as this is a recipe for certain diseases. More storage facilities 
may also be required for the IDPs to store their properties.  
 
Situation 
There were incidences in Kaboywo, Mt. Elgon District, where grain stores were looted and several 
houses torched on 18th February 2008. Approximately 20 cattle rustlers fled with 11 heads of cattle and 
14 goats at Wamono at the border of Bungoma West and Mt. Elgon Districts on 18th February 2008. In 
North Rift, there have been movements in and out of IDP camps making it difficult to keep track of the 
population. Some IDPs have started going back to their homes, mostly those from Langas. Part of the 
IDP population left for Nakuru, Nyahururu, Nyeri, Nanyuki, Naivasha and Nairobi. The host community 
in Trans Nzoia District have expressed their growing inability to host the IDPs due to increased costs of 
basic needs.  
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Red Cross Action – objectives and progress 
 
Goal: To provide emergency relief services to 500,000 people to mitigate the impact 
of post-election conflict.  
 
Objective 1: To provide Non-Food items to IDPs as a result of election violence.  
 
Progress 
Mobilization for a distribution in Cheptais Division was completed and distribution is set to begin on 20th 
February 2008. Distribution cards were issued out to the IDPs at the targeted centers. The ICRC team on 
the ground has been participating in relief food distribution for the last two days. The team, among them 
is an agronomist, is also focusing on the Second Phase of farm input distribution in Mt. Elgon. Seeds and 
other farm implements will boost the peace initiative process in Mt. Elgon District. At Kapsokwony 
center, relief food distribution was postponed to 20th February 2008 because of time constraints. The 
relief trucks reached the ground later than expected because of the terrains.  
 
At Turbo camp, the number of IDPs requiring special diets are increasing and distribution is to 
commence shortly. Kenya Red Cross, WFP and NCCK is looking into these special needs. IDPs at 
Endebess camp have received jerricans, one for each family, from the Kenya Red Cross.  
 
Objective 3: Provide Restoration of Family Links.  
 
Progress 
Two Tracing re-unifications were done on 19th February 2008, one at Kimabole in Mt. Elgon district and 
the other at the Kenya Red Cross offices in Bungoma District. All were children being reunited to their 
parents. The Tracing team also conducted activities in Lwakhakha, Lwandanyi, Sirisia, Cheptais and 
Cheskaki. An unaccompanied minor was found at the Kenya Police Station in Bungoma. One Tracing 
Request was received at Kakamega Branch and a follow up is being done. Nairobi, Thika and Limuru 
Branches are offering Tracing services within Nairobi region. After the post election violence, the 
Branches have been helping in restoring family links successfully, as they have distributed and collected 
a good number of Red Cross Messages (RCMs) and solved most of the Tracing Requests positively. This 
has led to more reunification cases of both adults and children.  
 
Objective 4: To contribute to reduction in mortality and morbidity/injuries/any 
form of trauma among vulnerable populations affected by post-election related 
violence. 
 
Progress 
Nakuru 
The IDPs in Nakuru rely on a borehole near the church as source of water and four latrines. In order to 
encourage and promote change in hygiene and health behaviour, health education sessions were carried 
out both before and during clinics. Under the nursing care, family planning and reproductive health 
programme, 44 mothers received family planning services. 13 received oral pills, 27 received depo 
provera, while 4 received check up for Norplant out of which 3 where referred to Provincial General 
Hospital. Other services include;  

• A total of 1800 condoms were distributed. 
• One pregnant mother received TT injection as part of ante natal care. 
• One (1) person with cuts received TT vaccine. 
• 1,011 pieces of sanitary pads were distributed to 131 women. 
• 19 mosquito nets were distributed to 19 pregnant women. 
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In the curative services, a total of 339 patients were treated of which 100 were children under five years 
old, while 239 were above five years. A high number of malaria patients (36) were noted. Other diseases 
of public health importance noted include URTIs and pneumonia (85) skin diseases (10) and one 
malnourished child. One patient who was suffering from severe malnutrition was referred to hospital. 
Seven other patients were given referral letters to the Provincial General Hospital (PGH) suffering from 
urethral stricture, pulmonary TB, ENT-Chronic otitis media, Dental caries, chicken pox, among other 
cases.  
 
In the immunization and child health services, 34 children underwent routine KEPI immunization, out of 
which ten were fully immunised at the camp. 98 children underwent Vitamin A Supplementation, while 
539 children and 210 adults were dewormed. A total of 54 children underwent nutrition screening where 
their weight was taken. 39 pregnant and lactating mothers also received nutritional attention. 18kg of 
unimix were distributed to the moderate and severely malnourished children. Nutrition counselling was 
also provided.  
 
Kisumu 
The health team continued to concentrate on the two transit camps in Kisumu, that is, St. Stephen’s ACK 
Church and Kisumu Stadium. At St.Stephen’s ACK Church, 48 people received treatment with one 
referral, while three children received immunisation. Four children were given Vitamin A 
Supplmentation, while nine children between the age of 1-13 years old were dewormed. The health 
teams also distributed 150 aquatabs for water treatment, 56 sanitary pads and 18 INTs. A total of eight 
children were screened for malnutrition. Over 27 people received health education and promotion 
messages. 21 persons were reached with psychological counselling, including 10 men, 9 women and 2 
children.  
 
At Moi Stadium, 18 patients received treatment. This number was low because there were no new 
arrivals and some IDPs had left the camp. Three children were dewormed. About 20 people were 
educated on hygiene and sanitation promotion as a means to combat diseases. 224 sanitary pads were 
issued to females of reproductive age. 13 people received psychosocial support counselling.  
 
Objective 5: To provide access to safe water for an estimated 500,000 IDPs and other 
post-elections affected individuals.  
and 
Objective 6: To provide access to sanitation and hygiene promotion facilities for an 
estimated 500,000 IDPs and other post-elections affected individuals.  
 
Progress 
Three mobilets and construction materials for bathrooms are expected to be dispatched to soul winners 
church in Mathare north. A 4,000 litre bladder tank will be taken to Kakamega on 19th February 2008.  
 
See WatSan statistics below; 
Activity Eldoret  Nakuru Nyanza Total 
Pit latrines constructed 406 140 54 600 
Bladder tanks installed 22 28 8 58 
Bathroom constructed 191 230 20 441 
Aquatabs distributed 243,270 51,000 15,600 309,870 
PUR sachets distributed 12,576 2,120 16,056 30,752 
Hygiene promotion trainers trained 32 38 10 80 
Litres of water trucked 29,000 68,000 0 97,000 
Garbage bins/pits placed 80 6 10 96 
Jerricans 7,116 698 2,935 10,749 



Kenya: Electoral Violence Operations Update No. 19/2008 

 
 

4

Below are photos showing construction of latrines at Bishop Muge IDP camp 

 
Objective 8: To improve awareness on Red Cross principles and Kenya Red Cross 
activities countrywide.  
 
Progress 
Dissemination sessions are ongoing in Kisumu, Nakuru, Nairobi and Mombasa targeting IDPs. The Red 
Cross principles, values, humanitarian activities and emblem have been at the centre of the dissemination 
sessions. At the same time, the local media has been focusing on Kenya Red Cross activities in the field, 
as well as interviewed some key staff on topical issues.  
 
Partnership and Coordination 
Kenya Red Cross continues to link 
positively with many partners and 
stakeholders in the ongoing humanitarian 
response. Coordination has been enhanced 
with the UN agencies, government 
ministries, local and international 
organisations, and other well wishers.  
 
ICRC Support 
Since the beginning of the crisis, ICRC 
has been working closely with its 
counterparts at the Kenya Red Cross, both 
at Headquarters and in the field, providing 
technical assistance and expertise, 
particular in the fields of tracing, water and sanitation, logistics and security. It has provided essential 
household items, tarpaulins and water and sanitation equipment, as well as medical supplies, an 
emergency surgical team and forensics expertise. It has full time staff working with Kenya Red Cross in 
Bungoma, Eldoret, Nakuru and Kisumu, and has deployed 13 trucks and trailers, 17 light vehicles, two 
aircrafts and a helicopter to provide a backbone to the Red Cross logistics operations in Kenya.  


