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On 5 October 2009, a suicide bombing in the Islamabad 
Headquarters of United Nations’ World Food Program (WFP) 
marks the first time where UN Offices were directly targeted 
in Pakistan. Five UN employees tragically lost their lives 
and another five were injured. Following this attack and 
subsequent security incidents in the country, security has 
remained a major concern impeding humanitarian assistance 
and restricting access to thousands of vulnerable populations. 
On 28 October 2009, in Afghanistan, another tragic attack 
targeted a guesthouse used by UN personnel in Kabul, killing 
at least four UN staff members and injuring nine. While 
humanitarian partners endeavor to continue serving those 
most in need, ironically they are subject to targeted attacks, 
which seriously hamper humanitarian work and make reaching 
out more difficult. While incidents like the suicide bombing in 
Islamabad and the attack in Kabul will not deter humanitarian 
work, partners pay tribute to all humanitarian staff, who lost 
their lives serving humanity around the world. 

H1N1 “Swine Flu”

As of 31 October 2009, 22,689 laboratory-confirmed cases  x
of Pandemic (H1N1) 2009 were reported to WHO by 21 
out of 22 Member States of WHO Eastern Mediterranean 
Region.  There are 137 related deaths from Pandemic 
(H1N1) 2009 reported, so far, from 14 member states in 
the Region. These deaths were reported from Saudi Arabia 
(28), Oman (25), Yemen (15), Kuwait (17), Islamic Republic 
of Iran (22), Iraq (7), Bahrain (6), Syrian Arab Republic (6), 
Egypt (3), Jordan (3), Lebanon (2), Palestine (1), Afghanistan 
(1) and Qatar (1). For more information, please refer to 
WHO website at http://www.emro.who.int/csr/h1n1visit
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YEMEN
Aid workers must be enabled to reach all in need

The United Nations Under-Secretary-General for  x
Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, 
Mr. John Holmes, was on a fact finding mission to Yemen 
from 8 to 11 October 2009. During his mission, Mr. Holmes 
visited internally displaced persons (IDPs) in Hajjah 
Governorate to see their situation on the ground. During 
his visit, Mr. Holmes met H.E. President Ali Abdullah Saleh, 
the Prime Minister, the Foreign Minister and a number 
of other key Yemeni officials, as well as humanitarian 
agencies, NGOs and donors. “The humanitarian situation 
is serious. There has been progress in terms of registering 
and providing relief to those IDPs where we have access, 
especially in the camps, but we still have a long way to 
go. Aid agencies and local authorities need to work 
together to improve the quality of their assistance,” said 
Mr. Holmes. “I am particularly concerned about the people 
whom we are unable to reach, especially those who are 
trapped in the conflict zones,” he continued. “Civilians are 
at high risk from the conflict and it is women and children, 
who comprise about 80% of the displaced population, who 
are most vulnerable. I urge all involved in the conflict to 
ensure the protection of civilians in line with international 
humanitarian law, to allow us to reach those who need 
assistance, rapidly and without hindrance, and to enable 
civilians to leave insecure areas,” he added. For the 
majority of those affected, the conflict comes against 
a backdrop of poverty. Even before the latest clashes, 
Yemen was ranked as the most food-insecure country in 
the Middle East, with just under half of children under-five 
chronically malnourished. “Yemen is facing a number of 
very serious challenges. Without immediate assistance, 
the humanitarian situation is bound to deteriorate and 
further endanger stability,” Mr. Holmes said. “I am trying 
to make sure that the international community is aware of 
the seriousness of what is happening and of the need to 

UN staff in Afghanistan pay their final respects to two colleagues from the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP) election team, killed on 28 October in an attack on a 
Kabul guest house. Photo / United Nations  Photo 
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make sure that we have enough resources to respond,” he 
concluded.

The US$23.7 million Flash Appeal, which was issued  x
in response to this crisis on 2 September 2009, has 
received up to date approximately US$10 million in terms 
of commitments and pledges. The Appeal is comprised 
of life-saving projects to assist the projected caseload of 
150,000 IDPs and tens of thousands of others who have 
been indirectly affected by the conflict.

United Kingdom aid for displaced Yemenis as 
fighting intensifies

The United Kingdom will provide £ two million for  x
vital humanitarian aid to support those who have been 
driven out of their homes by the ongoing conflict in 
Yemen, International Development Secretary Douglas 
Alexander announced on 9 October 2009. This funding 
will be used to provide water, sanitation and hygiene 
services, food, health care, assistance to malnourished 
children, and shelter and relief items.  It will also help to 
reduce immediate security and protection threats, and 
boost coordination within the humanitarian response 
effort. The funding will go to the International Committee 
of the Red Cross (ICRC), as well as to UN agencies and 
non-governmental organisations (NGOs) working under 
UN Flash Appeal. “I am extremely concerned by the 
serious deterioration of the security and humanitarian 
situation in the north of Yemen; the UK continues to lobby 
for a peaceful resolution to the conflict. I re-emphasise the 
calls made by the Foreign Secretary and our international 
partners, for both sides to halt the violence immediately 
and to facilitate humanitarian access to ensure that 

assistance can reach those who need it most.  I welcome 
recent commitments made by regional partners to facilitate 
the safe passage of emergency relief supplies, and call 
on all parties to help ensure their practical delivery” Mr. 
Douglas Alexander said. “The recent escalation in violence 
has meant that even more people have been forced to 
leave their homes. One camp has reported that malnutrition 
among children is alarmingly high, thus, it is essential that 
we act quickly before these problems get worse. For more 
information please visit http://www.dfid.gov.uk/. 

Germany granted € 79 million in aid to Yemen

Germany has granted Yemen € 79 million (about US$ 110  x
million) to help the country finance water and education 
projects. The two countries signed agreements on technical 
and financial aid for 2009 and 2010 with the purpose of 
“providing direct assistance to the poor in Yemen,” the 
embassy said in a press release early October 2009. It said 
the grant aims at “bringing about tangible improvements 
in people’s living conditions.”  In addition, Germany has 
this month donated € 1.5 million to aid agencies running 
relief operations to aid tens of thousands of people fleeing 
fighting in northern Yemen. 

UNICEF Regional Ambassador Mahmoud Kabil 
appeals for urgent aid to displaced children in 
northern Yemen

UNICEF Regional goodwill Ambassador for the Middle East  x
and North Africa, Mr. Mahmoud Kabil, was on a three-day 
fact finding mission to Yemen, which ended on 20 October 
2009, where he met with children affected by the ongoing 
fighting in the North. Mr. Kabil visited a camp of IDPs in 
Hajjah Governorate. “I saw children on the brink of death 
due to acute malnutrition and dehydration. I have never 
seen such a sight since I became UNICEF regional goodwill 
ambassador in 2003. Not when I was in Darfur five years 
back or anywhere in this region” Mr. Kabil said.  UNICEF 
has screened over a thousand children in the camp and 
found that 10 per cent of them were severely malnourished 
and needed immediate treatment. “I call on parties involved 
in the conflict to search their soul and conscience”, he said. 
“The death and suffering of these children is killing your 
future and that of your country” Mr. Kabil added.  For more 
information please visit www.unicef.org

IDPs from Al Mazraq camp on 12 October 2009. Photo/IRIN
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CENTRAL ASIA
Central Asian countries build their capacity to use 
legal tools

The OCHA Sub-Regional Office in Central Asia and the  x
International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies hosted a two-day training programme in Almaty, 
Kazakhstan on 21 - 22 October. The training introduced 
participants to the Legal Guidelines for the Domestic 
Facilitation and Regulation of International Disaster Relief 
and Initial Recovery Assistance (the IDRL Guidelines) and 
other international norms relevant to facilitation of disaster 
response. In this respect, the training aimed at enhancing 
understanding of legal issues and instruments applicable 
to international disaster relief operations. Through “hands 
on” scenario-based case studies, the participants learned 
about the IDRL Guidelines and other international legal 
instruments relevant to the facilitation of disaster response. 
Participants also shared perspectives, experiences and 
strategies on influencing the development of domestic 
law concerning disasters and health emergencies. The 
workshop involved more than 50 disaster management 
practitioners, including government representatives from 
the Central Asian countries, National Red Cross/Red 
Crescent Societies as well as participants and facilitators 
from IFRC, UNOCHA, and UNDP. This is the first such 
workshop in Central Asia aimed at strengthening regional 
and national legal preparedness to natural disasters, 
identifying the needs of different stakeholders and exploring 
the best solutions for addressing them.

IRAN
Tehran practices earthquake drills to test the 
preparedness of its disaster management institutions

A series of earthquake drills were practiced in Tehran with  x
the aim of testing the preparedness of disaster management 
institutions. A total of 23 local organizations were involved 
in the drills, which were coordinated by the Tehran Disaster 
Management and Mitigation Organization (TDMMO). 
According to the International Institute of Earthquake 
Engineering and Seismology, Tehran was completely 
destroyed in 16 earthquakes in history. The most destructive 
earthquakes occurred in 855, 864, 958, 1384 and finally 
in 1830. Recent seismological activity in Tehran region 
made the authorities concerned about the imminence of an 
earthquake, which, according to estimations, could reach a 
magnitude of 6.7 on the Richter scale (JICA Seismological 
Study of Tehran Report, 2004). In the past month, 226 small 
to moderate earthquakes have thrilled Tehran according to 
the Iranian Seismological Centre.

PAKISTAN
Tens of thousands of civilians continue to flee 
fighting in South Waziristan

As tens of thousands of civilians continue to flee the fighting  x
between the Pakistani armed forces and militants in South 
Waziristan, the United Nations and their humanitarian 
partners are providing essential assistance, services, and 
support to those displaced by the conflict. The aid provided 
includes registration to assess the numbers and needs 
of the displaced civilians, food rations, vaccination for 
children, household items and hygiene kits, and access 
to drinking water. “Those leaving South Waziristan have 
travelled over a forbidden terrain, with limited supplies and 
in conditions of fear and hardship,” says Martin Mogwanja, 
the Humanitarian Coordinator for Pakistan. “As displaced 
civilians reach areas of relative safety, the United Nations 
and its humanitarian partners are working to make sure 
that they have the support – even simple necessities, from 
food and water to blankets and health protecting vaccines 
– to weather this terrible time.” So far, about 139,000 people 
have fled fierce fighting in the remote border Agency of the 
Federally Administered Tribal Area (FATA) and have taken 
refuge in the neighbouring districts of Dera Ismail Khan and 
Tank in North West Frontier Province (NWFP)

Over 57,600 internally displaced persons (IDPs) have been  x
registered in those two districts in the past ten days. IDPs 
from South Waziristan are living in host communities, with 
friends and families, or in rented homes, as has been the 
pattern with other recent conflict displacement in Pakistan. 
At present, no camps have been set up in Dera Ismail Khan 
and Tank. However, should this be needed in the future, 
the humanitarian community stands ready to assist with 
tents, sanitation and other facilities. As international aid 
organisations have no direct access to the conflict areas 
in South Waziristan, humanitarian assistance in the two 
hosting districts is delivered through local partners. To 

People continue to flee conflict in South Waziristan and head for neighbouring districts. 
Photo/IRIN
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date, UN agencies and their partners have distributed over 
1,000 tonnes of food. About 30,000 people have benefited 
from a distribution of household items, while 35,000 have 
received hygiene kits to prevent the spread of disease in 
these difficult, congested conditions. By rehabilitating 
water supplies and installing hand pumps, humanitarian 
agencies have ensured that 45,000 displaced people have 
access to safe water.

Upcoming events: 

Regional Urban Risk Reduction Meeting, Damascus,  x
Syria, 4-5 November 2009, organised by UNISDR and 
the League of Arab States.

Sphere Training of Trainers, Tunis, Tunisia, 13 – 21  x
November, 2009, organised by the Sphere Project and 
the International Federation of the Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies.

21 – 23 November 2009: Regional Workshop on Climate  x
Change and Disaster Risk Reduction “Challenges and 
Future Actions”, Cairo, Egypt, organised by UNISDR, the 
League of Arab States, the Arab Academy for Science, 
Technology and Maritime Transport, and the World 
Bank.

2- 3 December 2009: Meeting of the Inter-Agency  x
Coordination Network on Emergency Preparedness and 
Response in the Middle East and North Africa, Amman, 
Jordan.

For more information, please contact:

Amal Saeed, OCHA Cairo, 002016 665 0626,

saeed5@un.org


