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FEWS NET Alert Status Food Security Alerts in Africa 

Food Aid Needs and Beneficiaries 
Country  Population at Risk  Food Aid Beneficiaries  

Chad 435,000 308,000 

Djibouti 150,000 47,500 

Ethiopia > 10 million  10.3 million 
(PSNP + emergency) 

Kenya 3.6 million 2.4 million (emergency) 

Niger 3.87 million  TBD 

Somalia 1.8 million 950,000 

South Sudan 1.9 million 1.9 million 

Uganda 2.1 million (incl. IDPs) 1.6 million 

Zimbabwe Not available Not available 
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Preparedness and Monitoring Required 

Sudan (southern):  Increased civil insecurity in some areas 
of southern Sudan is tempering the post-harvest improve-
ment in food security expected to last until March 2007. 
Conflict is restricting the movement of goods and people as 
well as limiting agricultural activities in some areas, in-
cluding Juba, Shiluk and Jonglei states. 

Djibouti:  Although staple food prices have stabilized in 
urban areas where the majority of Djibouti's population 
lives, the cost of the minimum food basket remains above 
the level that poor families can afford.  

Uganda:  Improvements in civil security continue to allow 
greater movement of IDPs in the north. This has given 
farmers greater access to land, letting them spend more 
time in the fields, and has improved food security pros-
pects. In contrast, a half million people in Karamoja need 
food aid starting in January 2007 because of a poor harvest 
this season. 

W
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Urgent Action Required 

Zimbabwe:  The availability of maize meal in shops 
throughout the country improved in September and early 
October, particularly in southern Zimbabwe. However, 
households are severely limited in their ability to meet their 
food needs, due to high inflation and unemployment.  
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Highest Priority—Urgent Action Required  

Ethiopia:  Over 360,000 people are affected by severe 
flooding in southern Ethiopia and need urgent humanitar-
ian assistance. While unseasonable rains in the main agri-
cultural areas of the north and west are expected to result in 
minor post harvest losses, in the medium term heavy rains 
are likely to benefit drought-affected pastoral populations.  

Kenya:  Heavy rains throughout Kenya have caused flood-
ing along the coast around Lake Victoria and in northern 
pastoral districts, resulting in loss of life and property as 
well as displacement. However, the rains will allow modest 
improvements in pastoral food security.  

Somalia:  The worst floods in recent history have affected 
up to one million people along the Juba and Shabelle rivers 
– areas that are already extremely food insecure – displac-
ing communities, submerging villages, destroying under-
ground granaries, cutting off feeder roads, and inundating 
thousands of hectares of farmland in the Gedo, Juba Val-
ley, Hiran, and Shabelle Valley regions.  

Chad:  Conflicts have put the entire population of eastern 
Chad at risk of food insecurity, despite the record harvest 
this year. Agricultural, commercial and vital humanitarian 
operations have been severely curtailed. See back page for 
more details. 
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Chad: Food security deteriorates rapidly in eastern Chad and civil security collapses 
While the rest of Chad enjoys a record cereal harvest this year, food security in eastern Chad has become increasingly tenuous. 
The conflicts between the Government of Chad and various armed rebel groups and between ethnic groups continue to disrupt 
agricultural, humanitarian and commercial activities. From November 25—26, 2006, rebels occupied Abéché, the operations 
center for humanitarian agencies in eastern Chad, and the local population looted vital stockpiles of pre-positioned food and 
supplies destined for refugees and internally displaced persons (IDPs). In response to this and previous incidents, the World 
Food Programme (WFP) and the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) report that one quarter of the 
1,200 aid workers in Abéché have been or will soon be relocated far from the area of urgent humanitarian operations.  
 
WFP, UNHCR and the non-governmental organizations (NGOs) operating out of Abéché provide food, shelter, medical ser-
vices and therapeutic feeding to approximately 218,000 Sudanese refugees from Darfur and 90,000 Chadian IDPs. WFP re-
ports that it lost 483 MT of food (including 336 MT of cereals), valued at US $500,000, to the looting. Currently pre-
positioned food will meet the needs of the IDP and refugee populations through mid-January, but is not safe from rebels intent 
on stealing it. UNHCR reports that it lost $1.3 million in supplies, covering 80 percent of its current operations. These supplies 
include tents, blankets and cooking utensils, as well as computers and communications, maintenance and medical equipment. 
The loss will have a significant impact on operations, and with winter approaching, the loss of tents and blankets is also a seri-
ous concern for refugees and IDPs.  
 
Abéché is also eastern Chad’s principal collection, distribution and marketing center for food. At this time, traders are nor-
mally busy selling off last year’s grains as this year’s harvest begins to arrive in the market. The timing of this latest incursion, 
when cereal markets are especially active and plentiful, was particularly disruptive to the cereal trade locally and regionally.  
 
Preliminary estimates indicate that Chad’s harvest will reach more than 1.9 million MT, 50 percent more than last year’s har-
vest and 33 percent more than the recent five-year average. While conditions in eastern Chad were generally favorable for 
crop and pasture production this season and remain so for off-season crop cultivation, civil insecurity has severely curtailed 
access to fields. The lack of security has also limited the flow of marketable surpluses from elsewhere in the country to eastern 
Chad. Stocks on the Abéché markets are dwindling, and millet prices are rising. In the last week, millet prices have risen 29 
percent. This is highly unusual for the immediate post-harvest period.  
 
Although humanitarian needs are increasing, the ability to address these needs is declining. Refugees are still arriving from 
Darfur as the conflict there goes unabated, and the conflicts in eastern Chad continue to displace local residents from their 
homes. The President of Chad has formally requested UN peacekeepers to improve the security along the border and inside 
eastern Chad. The food security of almost everyone in eastern Chad will remain at risk until civil security improves, despite 
the record harvests. 

Sahel: Another bumper harvest improves food security conditions  

For more information, please visit www.fews.net 

 
2006 Cereal Production: percentage above recent five-year average  Cereal production in the Sahel: 2006 and 2005 

compared to the five-year average 

Senegal normally depends more on im-
ported cereals, particularly Asian rice. 

Above-average production throughout the 
region means good food availability which will 
help bolster food security.  

Both 2005 and 2006 have seen significantly above-normal 
production. Generally, this keeps prices down and allows 
households to build up their reserves to help them cope with 
bad years in the future and invest resources to strengthen their 
livelihood strategies.  

- 10 %

- 5 %

0 %

5 %

10 %

15 %

2 0 %

2 5 %

3 0 %

3 5 %

1

2006 2005 5-year Average 

15 . 0 6  
M i l l i on 

14 . 6  
M i l l i on 

12 . 6  
M i l l i on 


