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Tropical Cyclone Pat, Category 3, hit the Southern Cook Islands in the early hours if 10 February (Cook 
Islands time), and Aitutaki island was seriously affected, with major infrastructural damage, although the 
airport, wharf and hospital only sustained minimal damage. At its height Tropical Cyclone Pat was classified 
as a category 3 cyclone bringing destructive wind gusts of over 100 knots. At this time, it would appear that 
none of the other Islands suffered more than very limited damage not requiring other than local assistance. 
 
On 10 February (Cook Islands time), the Prime Minister declared a State of Disaster for Aitutaki Island 
(population 1,671, 580 households). An Emergency Operation Centre (EOC) on the island was immediately 
activated and an assessment team composed of government and Red Cross staff was dispatched to the 
island on the same day.  
 
New Zealand received a formal request for assistance from Cook Islands on 14 February. The United Nations 
also received an official request for support from the Cook Islands Government on 12 February. 
 
A rapid assessment by the Red Cross, the Ministry of Education, the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of 
Infrastructure and Planning (MOIP) has been completed. The Ministry of Agriculture is currently conducting an 
in depth agricultural assessment and the Department of Social Welfare has started identifying vulnerable 
groups who need special support through government social welfare schemes.  
 
The most urgent needs including access to drinking water, emergency shelter, food, waste management and 
the restoration of electricity are being addressed. A hospital and schools are also undergoing working repairs 
in order to make them operational and safe to use. Agricultural rehabilitation has also started to address food 
security concerns. Operations are now shifting from the emergency to the early recovery and rehabilitation 
phase, although on-going relief activities should continue in key areas such as the emergency distribution of 
drinking water, distribution of emergency shelters and other food and non food items to the targeted 
population based on the identified needs until a recovery plan is finalized and the recovery activities are 
properly implemented. A UNDP early recovery advisor will arrive in Rarotonga on Saturday, 20th February and 
will provide support to the government in the formulation of a multisectoral early recovery plan. All the short 
and mid to long term sectoral needs in each sector including health, education, food, permanent shelter, 
water sanitation and hygiene, basic infrastructure (such as electricity and communication systems), livelihood 
and protection need to be thoroughly assessed and integrated into the recovery plan.   
 
Tropical Cyclone Pat response related information is available on Pacific Disaster Net (PDN) and can be 
accessed with the Pacific Disaster Net (http://www.pacificdisaster.net/). To find the relevant documents 
please use the search (top right) and enter pat as search term. 
 

 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
 

 The Cook Islands were hit by Tropical Cyclone Pat in the early hours of 10 February (Cook 
Islands time), and Aitutaki island in the Southern Cooks was seriously damaged 

 The Ministry of Infrastructure and Planning report states that 322 domestic buildings have 
been damaged or destroyed on the island 

 Relief efforts in improving access to drinking water and food, emergency shelters, waste 
management, education, health, livelihood recovery and restoration of the basic 
infrastructure are on-going 

 The UNDP Early Recovery advisor is arriving in Rarotonga on Saturday 20th February to 
provide support to the government in the formulation of a multisectoral recovery plan 

 

II. Situation Overview 



The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to mobilize and coordinate effective and 
principled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors. 
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Initial Assessment 
 

 At this stage, four assessment reports have been finalized and shared publicly including the Red 
Cross assessment, the Ministry of Health assessment, the Ministry of Education assessment and the 
Ministry of Infrastructure and Planning assessment which focuses on infrastructure damage.  

 The Ministry of Agriculture is currently conducting an in-depth agricultural assessment. A biodiversity 
assessment is also ongoing by the government.  

 The Ministry of Education finalized the list of resources damaged and destroyed at the schools with 
cost implications for their replacement.  

 The Department of Social Welfare under the Ministry of Internal Affairs dispatched staff to identify the 
most vulnerable who can be supported under government social welfare schemes.  

 
 
Debris/Waste management 
 

 The collection of roofing iron is the priority waste management issue in addition to the correct 
disposal of asbestos materials. Roofing iron is currently being transported to a waste management 
spot in the southern part of the island. A metal crushing machine will be delivered to the island to 
scrap them and treat them properly in order to avoid future risks.  

 The Red Cross has offered the chainsaws for use by the communities. They are accessible at the 
Red Cross offices in Vaimaru and Arutanga.  

 
Logistics 
 

 Electricity is being restored as a priority. 55% of the electricity lines have been repaired and 40% of 
the houses are now connected to electricity. Inspectors are still conducting safety verification checks 
at individual houses.  

 The Aitutaki EOC (Emergency Operation Centre) reports that the electricity is expected to be fully 
restored in 3 days.  

 The Cook Islands telecom completed the reconnection of the landline telephones up to 95%. 
 The Aitutaki EOC states that trucks, chippers and heavy machinery are required on the island, which 

have been already mobilized and will be transported to the island shortly.  
 The New Zealand Defence Force (NZDF) personnel are expected to withdraw from the Cook Islands 

by Sunday 28 February.  
 
 
Education 
 

 The Ministry of Education (MOE) has compiled a list of damaged resources at four schools on the 
island and replacement/repair costs on 19th February. The report suggests that the required 
replacement costs for educational items and equipment is NZ$ 115,037 in total, which will include 
school furniture, IT equipment, teaching materials, stationery and other supplies.  

 In addition, the four damaged and destroyed schools need to be rehabilitated or re-built as soon as 
possible.  

 UNICEF offered 10 School-in-a-Boxes and 7 Recreation Kits. A School-in-a-Box targets 40 students 
and one teacher, and it includes 35 components: 21 teacher’s items and 13 student’s items and it is 
expected that the materials in this kit are sufficient for 3 months. A Recreation Kit package is 
designed to cater for up to 90 children, and includes various recreation kits for individual and team 
sports. These have already been dispatched to the Cook Islands and the Ministry of Education will 
distribute these items according to the needs identified.  

 The NZDF will undertake basic repairs on schools, and the supplies for the repairs will be funded 
from the New Zealand emergency relief and initial recovery contributions and will be shipped from 
Rarotonga to Aitutaki on Sunday, 21st Feb. 

  The Ministry of Education plans to re-open schools on Monday 22nd February. 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 



The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to mobilize and coordinate effective and 
principled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors. 
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 A counselor from the MOE is currently in Aitutaki to provide psychosocial counseling to the affected 
children and teachers. The MOE only have one counselor available and there is clearly a shortage of 
professional counselors. 

Emergency Shelter/Non Food Items (NFIs) 

 The Red Cross is distributing the tarpaulins and the family tents on daily basis, and as of today they 
have distributed over 600 tarpaulins and over 30 family tents. The family tents are being set up at a 
rate of 15 tents per day in average. The Aitutaki EOC states that more than 90% of the damaged 
houses have received tarpaulins.  

 A guiding policy for rehabilitation of domestic houses needs to be formulated and all actors involved 
in the transitional/permanent housing activities need to follow this government policy. 

 The Red Cross is also distributing shelter kits for each village, which will support households to 
temporary fix the damaged houses.  

 The Aitutaki EOC reports that the Cabinet has released 140 beds to be distributed to the affected 
people in need, some of which have already arrived on the island. 

 
 
Food and Nutrition 
 

 Food is distributed at evacuation centers accommodating displaced persons.  
 The Red Cross is considering a school feeding programme to encourage children to return to schools 

and supplement their nutritional needs.  
 In order to comprehensively address food security issues, the Red Cross, the Ministry of Health and 

the Ministry of Interior need to set the clear criteria for the people in need of food support in general or 
for the at-risk groups such as infants, young children, pregnant and breastfeeding women, elderly etc.  

 2.5 Tons of food donated by the ADRA will be transported to Aitutaki and distributed by the Red 
Cross in a few days.  

 
Health 
 

 The Aitutaki EOC states that the Aitutaki hospital is 80% operational and out-patients are now being 
received. They reports 3 cases of injuries of field workers due to the absence of the safety boots. 

 The hospital’s roofing and electrical connections are being repaired to make the hospital safe 
 Vector control spraying will be completed today (19th Feb.) 
 300 mosquito nets have been distributed so far to the households in need.  
 The Health and environmental team on the ground are addressing the asbestos issue. So far, 

asbestos have been identified in five houses, and will be removed. Special attention is required to 
manage this disposal.  

 The Aitutaki EOC reports that one air conditioner in the hospital pharmacy needs to be urgently 
replaced in order to properly store/maintain pharmaceutical supplies.  

 
Protection  
 

 The department of social welfare under the Ministry of Internal Affairs has started an assessment of 
vulnerable groups on the island including the elderly, children, destitute families and disabled who 
can be covered by the government social welfare scheme. 

 The UNDAC team in Aitutaki has conducted a brief assessment on evacuation centre situation and 
specific needs of the evacuees. They have identified that 30 to 40 people still remain at the 
evacuation centres mainly at four locations. The Vaipae Primary School accommodates about 
eighteen evacuees, and the rest stay at the community halls in three locations. All the centres have a 
kitchen to cook and the Red Cross is providing some food.  

 
Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene 
 

 The Red Cross water treatment plant is operational and providing treated drinking water. A truck has 
been assigned to Red Cross by the EOC for carting water to the villages, which will significantly 
improve the access to drinking water by the villagers. 



The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to mobilize and coordinate effective and 
principled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors. 
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 120 20ltr water containers have been distributed for transportation of water from the delivery truck or 
from water distribution points.  

 
Early Recovery 
 

 An early recovery advisor from UNDP is arriving on Saturday, 20th February in Rarotonga. He and the 
team will support the government in coordination of a recovery assessment if necessary and the 
formulation of a multisectoral recovery plan.  

 The Aitutaki EOC reports that the agricultural sector on the island was devastated, and the top three 
priorities are considered to be (1) the recovery of fruit trees, which is expected to take 2-3 years (2) 
the recovery of root crops (3) the production of vegetables.  

 Ministry of Agriculture staffs are currently supporting a seeding programme. It will take one to three 
months for harvesting depending on the types of vegetables.  

 
 

 A daily coordination meeting among key stakeholders is ongoing in Aitutaki. This is held at the 
Emergency Operations Center (EOC) at a time confirmed by the EOC – the flexible timing is due to 
various other EOC commitments.  The organizations/agencies involved in the relief operation are 
welcome and are expected to attend this coordination meeting.  

 An emergency response steering committee meeting, chaired by Minister Rasmussen, is on-going in 
Rarotonga  and the next meeting will be held on 22nd February at 09:00hrs.   

 The UNDAC team is providing coordination support to the Emergency Management Cook Islands 
(EMCI) both at Aitutaki and Rarotonga.  

 Aitutaki Island has over 50 volunteers from the other Islands assisting with the response and clean up 
on the island. Meals and accommodation has been arranged by the Island Administration and 
coordinated by the Aitutaki EOC. 

 
 

 The NZAID has allocated NZ$200,000 for relief and recovery efforts. Some of the funding will be 
channelled through the NZ Red Cross 

 The Pacific islands Forum Secretariat pledged Fiji$20,000 
 The WHO has contributed US$5,000 to Cook Islands MOH for health activities in responding TC Pat. 
 The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC)  has allocated 150,000 

Swiss Franc (US$140,434) from the Federation’s Disaster Relief Fund (DREF) to support the Cook 
Islands Red Cross in delivery key relief items including shelter kits, family kits, shelter kits, tarpaulins 
and water containers. 

 
 
All humanitarian partners including donors and recipient agencies are encouraged to inform FTS of cash and 
in-kind contributions by sending an email to: fts@reliefweb.int 
 

 
UNDAC/OCHA Cook Islands: Ms. Minako Kakuma, Humanitarian Affairs Officer 
Email: Kakuma@un.org, Minako_ocha@undp.org Mob: +682-79159 or +679-9991689 
 
OCHA Pacific: Mr. Peter Muller, Regional Disaster Response Adviser 
Email: peter.muller@undp.org Tel: +679-331 6761, Mobile: +679 999 1664 
 
OCHA Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific: Ms. Yindee Lertcharoenchok, Humanitarian Affairs Analyst 
(Disaster Response), Email: lertcharoenchok@un.org Tel: +66 (0) 2288 2437 
 
OCHA New York: Ms. Akiko Yoshida, Associate Humanitarian Affairs Officer  
Email: yoshidaa@un.org Tel: +1 212 963 1149 
 

IV. Coordination 

V. Funding 

VI. Contact 


