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CROSS BORDER & REGIONAL HIGHLIGHTS 

Crisis in Chad-30,000 Refugees in Cameroon 
On 13 March 2008, Presidents Idriss Déby of Chad and 
Omar al-Bashir of Sudan, signed the Dakar peace 
agreement during the Organization of Islamic Confer-
ence (OIC) summit in Dakar, Senegal.  

The signing was witnessed by United Nations Secre-
tary-General (UNSG) Ban Ki-Moon. The UNSG com-
mended Chad and Sudan for reaching the agreement 
and urged both sides to "remain steadfast in their re-
solve to restore peace and stability along their shared 
border, as this would contribute to wider stability in the 
region as a whole." 

The agreement, brokered by President Abdoulaye 
Wade of Senegal, commits both countries to normal-
ised relations. Neither country is to allow its territory to 
be used to destabilise the other. Presidents Déby and 
Al-Bashir also committed to implement five previous 
accords brokered by Libya and Saudi Arabia.  

The two countries have, over the past few years, ac-
cused each other of supporting rebel movements trying 
to overthrow their governments. The Chadian govern-
ment believed that Chadian rebels regularly used the 
Darfur frontier region as a base from which to launch 
incursions into Chad. While the Sudanese government 
in turn, has repeatedly accused Chad's government of 
backing Darfuri rebel groups. Instability on both sides of 
the border has hampered international efforts to deliver 
aid.  

Population movements between Chad and Sudan con-
tinued throughout March. A small proportion of the Su-
danese refugees who fled fighting in West Darfur in 
early February; 1,063 of 13,000; were moved further 

inland to the safer Kounongou refugee camp, while oth-
ers were to be moved to the Mile refugee camp, both in 
eastern Chad. Both Kounoungou and Mile are about 70 
km away from the border near the Chadian town of 
Guéréda; and host a total of 13,500 and16,000 refugees 
from Darfur respectively. 

Populations from Sirba and Abu Sourouj villages have 
began returning, although it is believed that family mem-
bers are still spread along the Chad-Sudan border. In 
Sirba, 65% of the population is now home, while in Abou 
Sourouj 90% have returned. Conversely, in the Sileah 
area, due to the insecurity, only 3% of the original 20,000 
residents have returned; the overwhelming majority re-
mains in neighbouring areas of West Darfur and in Chad.  
 

Ethiopia-Eritrea border update  
The temporary relocation of UN peacekeeping mission in 
Ethiopia and Eritrea (UNMEE) troops from Eritrea contin-
ued in March. Reports from the Office of the Force Com-
mander informs that to date, the mission has temporarily 
relocated 1,169 military personnel back to their home 
countries, leaving only 494 military personnel in the mis-
sion area.  

As of 18 March, 397 members of the Jordanian Battalion 
(JORBATT), 290 members of the Indian battalion 
(INDBATT), and 72 Kenya Company/Kenya Demining 
Unit (KENCOY/KENDEM) had been temporarily relo-
cated to their home countries.  

UNSG Ban Ki-Moon in commissioning the relocation 
said that the temporary relocation of the mission’s per-
sonnel was a “contingency measure forced by the re-
strictions imposed on UNMEE by the Eritrean authorities 
who are endangering the safety and security of the mis-
sion’s personnel”. 

Eritrean authorities have since December 2007 imposed 
fuel restrictions and cut-off food supplies to UNMEE 
troops at the Temporary Security Zone (TSZ). Eritrean 
authorities consider UNMEE’s continued presence in the 
TSZ unnecessary, following the final border decision is-
sued by the Ethiopia-Eritrea Border Commission in No-
vember 2007, awarding the disputed area to Eritrea. 

The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) is yet to 
pronounce definitively on the future status of UNMEE 
whose mandate expires in June 2008. An ‘options’ report 
to be prepared by the Mission and DPKO, will set the 
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framework for the UNSC considerations expected to 
begin in April 2008. In the meantime, UNMEE adjudges 
that 'the continuation of the status quo is untenable and 
yet alteration of the broader arrangement also carries 
the risk of further compounding the situation, possibly 
negatively'. The rhetoric and counter accusations be-
tween the two countries continue unabated thus exacer-
bating tensions and raising fears of a possible renewal 
of conflict between the two countries. 
 

UNHCR launches a two-year programme to 
end the protracted situation of Burundian 
refugees 
During a four day mission to Tanzania in early March, 
the High Commissioner for Refugees, Mr. António 
Guterres launched a two year programme to end the 
protracted situation of 218,00 Burundian refugees who 
fled their country in 1972.  The refugees have been liv-
ing in three settlements: Ulyankulu, Katumba and 
Mishamo, in western Tanzania.  In January, Tanzanian 
President Jakaya Kikwete repeated the Government’s 
intention to close these so-called “Old Settlements”. 

The initiative follows a tri-partite agreement between 
UNHCR and the Governments of Tanzania and Bu-
rundi.  The programme aims to repatriate an estimated 
46,000 Burundians who wish to return and assist an 
additional 172,000 refugees with local integration; in-
cluding 76,000 people over the age of 18 who are ex-
pected to apply for Tanzanian citizenship.  The first re-
patriation movement was received on 10 March during 
which 262 people were assisted.   

During his visit to Katumba on 9 March Mr. Guterres 
urged: “It is the moment for the international community 
to show solidarity with the Government and people of 
Tanzania to solve the long-standing problem of Burun-
dian refugees from 1972.” In February UNHCR ap-
pealed for US$ 34 million to implement the programme 
and to ensure a comprehensive solution for the “1972” 
Burundians.  As of 12 March, US$ 9 million had been 
received.   

 

FOCUS 

Prolonged dry conditions and below normal 
rains expected in the Horn of Africa 
In late February, the Climate Outlook Forum for the 
Greater Horn of Africa (GHA) confirmed the presence of 
climatic conditions which suggest a drier than normal 
March to May season in the eastern part of the Greater 
Horn of Africa and an increased likelihood of normal to 
below normal rainfall in many parts of the region (see 
map).  

According to FEWS NET1 many households in these pre-
dominantly pastoral areas; including coastal grazing ar-
eas of Djibouti, central Somalia and adjacent areas of 
eastern Ethiopia, the Borana rangelands of Ethiopia and 
northern Kenya; rely on the season for at least half of 
their annual rainfall.  A number of areas already face 
water and pasture shortages as a result of poor March to 
May and October to December rains in 2007.  Below 
normal performance in the current season would be ex-
pected to exacerbate food insecurity among pastoral and 
agro-pastoral households in Somalia, southern and east-
ern Ethiopia, as well as in parts of Kenya and Djibouti.  

In Kenya, and neighbouring areas of Tanzania and 
Ethiopia, below normal October to December rains have 
led to reduced crop yields, poor pasture and insufficient 
water resources.  In Somali region of Ethiopia and in 
southern Somalia, poor pasture conditions and limited 
water availability following the October to December 
short rains have contributed to a severe January to April 
dry season for pastoralists and agro-pastoralists and to 
below normal cereal production in January.  Further-
more, in Ethiopia, most of the country did not receive 
pre-seasonal rains in February and little to no rainfall 
was reported during March.   

Coast rains, expected between October and February, 
also failed along the Djibouti/Somalia border and led to 
poor pasture conditions which in turn have compounded 
the impacts of the inland October to February dry sea-
son.  This has affected pasture usually relied upon by 
migrant pastoralists.  

In addition, early and prolonged livestock migration has 
exerted further stress on animals and increased the risk 
of disease.  For family members who do not migrate; 
predominantly women and children; this situation re-
duces their access to milk.   

Whilst the onset of the rains will increase access to water 
and improve browse and pasture conditions, a below 
normal season will lead to early deterioration of these 
conditions.  In turn the dry season which begins in June 
would be expected to be more severe than usual leading 
to a further deterioration in livestock condition and pro-
ductivity, decreasing livestock prices and subsequently 
reducing livelihood security.  In addition increased com-
petition for resources would be expected to contribute to 
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Burundi-UNHCR helps Burundian refugees go back home. 
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1Executive overview 26 March, FEWSNET and Hazards Impact As-
sessment for Africa 27 March – 2 April, FEWSNET 



 

 

an escalation in resources based conflict in areas such 
as Somalia, south eastern Ethiopia, southern Sudan 
and northern Kenya.   

A below normal season is also likely to affect harvests 
in crop producing areas of Ethiopia, Kenya and Soma-
lia.  In Ethiopia, Belg producing areas, which rely on the 
season for between 50% and 100% of annual food 
needs, would be severely affected, particularly com-
pounding the failure of off-season harvests in parts of 
southern Ethiopia.   

The impacts of a below normal season would also fur-
ther compound the effects of security related food inse-
curity, including increased food prices and delayed 
planning for the main season in Kenya as a result of the 
post election crisis, restrictions on movement and trade 
in Somali region of Ethiopia, and persistent conflict in 
southern Somalia.    

According to FEWS NET, contingency planning and 
preventative activities such as re-stocking, water point 
rehabilitation and livestock vaccinations are required 
immediately to mitigate existing and potential effects.  In 
March, ECHO announced a €30 million allocation for 
drought preparedness in the Horn of Africa in order to 
reduce vulnerability among approximately 12 million 
people in seven countries (Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, 
Kenya, Somalia, Sudan and Uganda) who are at risk 
due to the effects of current droughts.    

In 2007 USAID launched the Regional Enhanced Liveli-
hoods in Pastoral Areas (RELPA) to provide a link be-
tween emergency assistance and activities to promote 
economic development in pastoral areas.  The pro-
gramme aims to strengthen household incomes and 

economic resilience of pastoral populations in order to 
reduce the need for emergency assistance and enhance 
participation in social and economic development.  In 
addition among the priorities of the African Union (AU) 
Pastoral Policy Framework initiative is the provision of 
guidance to African governments in the formulation of 
appropriate policies to reduce economic vulnerability to 
drought. 
 

Meningitis outbreak: US$ 28 million required 
for response in Ethiopia 
Ethiopia, one of the countries falling within the meningi-
tis belt in Africa, continued to record increased cases of 
meningitis during the first quarter of 2008. Out of the 
eleven affected regions, four, have, since January 2008, 
recorded a total of 172 cases and nine deaths. These 
are: Afar: three cases and one death; Oromiya: thirty-
nine cases and three deaths; Southern Nations Nation-
alities and Peoples Region (SNNPR): 129 cases and 
five deaths; and Addis Ababa city administration: one 
case and no deaths.  Sidama zone in SNNPR is the 
most affected zone, reporting 107 cases and two deaths 
from seven districts. A case fertility rate of 5.2% has 
been recorded nationally.  

On-going medical responses include case containment 
vaccinations undertaken by the Oromiya and SNNP Re-
gional Health Bureaus. An estimated US$ 28 million is 
required under the government’s preparedness and re-
sponse plan for this purpose. Identified gaps include 
lack of a reliable reporting mechanism that can be used 
in monitoring epidemic trends for successive years. 
WHO has earmarked the need for such a reporting 
mechanism as one of its objectives for 2008.  
For more information contact: who-wro@et.afro.who.int 
 

COUNTRY UPDATES 

Ethiopia 
A progressively dry season (jilal) and failure of the short 
rains from October to December has resulted in a dete-
rioration of the humanitarian situation in Ethiopia's vola-
tile Ogaden Region, where the government continues a 
military operation against Ogaden National Liberation 
Front (ONLF) insurgents. Severe water shortages and 
very poor pasture are expected to prevail at least until 
mid-April when the long rains should commence. Re-
cent reports from the region indicate a deterioration in 
the livestock conditions characterized by poor physical 
body condition of camels; an indication of the severity of 
the situation; as well as a failure of crops in the riverine 
areas of the region. Intensified internal and cross border 
livestock migrations from Somaliland and Central Soma-
lia further exert additional pressure on resources and 
increase risks of disease outbreaks.  

Humanitarian actors observe that the purchasing power 
and availability of food is declining in the region, further 
affecting the food security of pastoralists and agro-
pastoralists. Water interventions have been identified as 
priority requirements, although responses provided thus 
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Consensus rainfall forecast,  Source: ICPAC 

March to May 2008   
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far are not adequate. Many of the water supply systems 
are non-functional and in need of rehabilitation. Accord-
ing to the Emergency Response Plan over one million 
people are currently facing critical water shortage in 33 
districts. Out of the 7 million Ethiopian Birr (ETB) re-
quested for immediate water trucking interventions, the 
Regional Water Bureau (RWB) has allocated ETB 1.9 
million, leaving a five million birr gap.  UNICEF and sev-
eral NGOs are supporting the regional government ef-
forts to provide water trucking to critically affected dis-
tricts in the region. 

Endemic diseases including Tuberculosis, diarrheal dis-
ease and respiratory tract infections continue to be re-
ported. Suspected cases of Acute Watery Diarrhea have 
been reported in several zones, including Dolo Ado ar-
eas bordering Kenya. It is feared that the rains will fur-
ther exacerbate the increasing trend of water borne dis-
eases.  Increased incidences of malaria cases are also 
reported in the riverine areas of Afder, Gode and Liben 
zones. A massive measles campaign, facilitated by the 
government, UNICEF and WHO, targeting 783,000 chil-
dren under five in the region, has been completed. 

The situation is further compounded by limited humani-
tarian space amidst restrictive administrative and secu-
rity conditions for NGO and humanitarian partners that 
have been given permission to operate in the area. The 
restricted access has hampered some humanitarian 
interventions as well as commercial trafficking of com-
modities mostly in the five zones in the region: Fik, 
Warder, Korahey, Gode and Degahabur.  

Humanitarian partners continue to express their strong 
desire for more humanitarian access in Somali Region, 
through on-going negotiations between humanitarian 
partners and the regional government authorities, aimed 
at establishing channels for collaborated response and 
promote a conducive working environment in the af-
fected areas. 
 

Publications 
1. On 7 March UNICEF, UNFPA, UNIFEM and the 

Christian Children’s Fund (CCF) issued a report on 
the results of an inter-agency joint assessment on 
Gender Based Violence during post election violence 
in Kenya.  The assessment report is available online: 
http://www.humanitarianreform.org/Default.aspx?tabid=521  

2. Pastoralist voices April  2008 
http://ochaonline2.un.org/Default.aspx?tabid=5008 

C o u n t r y  u p d a t e  
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Upcoming meetings 
 Kenya National Consultative workshop on a Pastoral 

Policy Framework For Africa 
April 17, 2008, Safari Club Hotel, Nairobi, Kenya 
 
The first national outreach and information workshop 
on the policy framework, the workshop will inform 
and update participants on AU’s plans and process 
for an all-inclusive consultation with pastoralists 
across Africa; and begin prioritizing national issues 
to be addressed in a Pastoral Policy Framework. 
For further details contact Choice Okoro 
okoroc@un.org  

 Pastoral Areas Coordination Analysis & Policy Sup-
port (PACAPS) Consultative meeting 
April 18, 2008, Silver Springs Hotel, Nairobi, Kenya 
 
The meeting will discuss issues around Early Warn-
ing and decision making on Early Response. 
For further details contact Alexandra Crosskey 
acrosskey@pacaps.org , alexandracross-
key@yahoo.co.uk  

 

 The 2nd All Africa Consultative Conference of Chil-
dren, Youth and Human Rights Organizations 11-13 
May 2008, United Nations Conference Centre, Ad-
dis Ababa, Ethiopia  
 
For further details contact Wambui Njuguna 
wnjuguna@annppcan.org or Makda Taffese at 
makda.taffesse@africanchildforum.org or register 
online at the www.africachild.info. 

 
All new OCHA reports: 

http://ochaonline2.un.org/Default.aspx?tabid=5008 
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