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A woman greets her friends as she returns home in Western Equatoria after years of exile in  
the Central African Republic. UNHCR/L. Sanchez 
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SSSOOOUUUTTTHHH   SSSUUUDDDAAANNN   
 
Security 
The peace talks between the Government and Uganda and the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) are faltering 
following demands by the LRA to move the venue of the negotiations from Juba and appoint a new mediator.  
 
Around 8 February, the LRA was spotted crossing the main road Yambio - Nzara - Ezo - Tambura some 20 
kilometres west of Nzara. This is a clear shift from their previous westward route, now quite deep into 
Sudanese territory, about 50 kilometres north of the border. On 10 February, the group was reportedly 
spotted near Yangiri village, another 50 kilometres further north-west. They then disappeared but came back 
to Yangiri on 13 February. They did not harm anyone but fired shots in the air and robbed people, shops and 
a health centre. As a result, three UNHCR international staff were relocated from Tambura to Yambio on 15 
February. The LRA are believed to be migrating to the Central African Republic (CAR) in a number of groups. 
 
Repatriation from the Central African Republic 

The reporting period saw the start of air 
repatriation to Yambio (Western 
Equatoria) on 14 February. The first 
IOM flight of 50 persons was received 
at the airstrip by the county and state 
authorities as well as representatives of 
the community. The Deputy Director 
and Coordinator for the Sudan/Chad 
Special Operations, David Kapya, and 
the Deputy Representative for South 
Sudan, Bhairaja Panday, were visiting 
Yambio and were present during the 
arrival of the flight. The first of the 
returnees to step off the plane was 
Raphael Zamoi, former Commissioner 
of Western Equatoria.  
 
After the reception at the airstrip, a 
reception was organized at the way 
station where welcoming speeches 
were delivered by the Acting Governor 
and Ministers of State, members of the 
Legislative Assembly, County 
Commissioner and Executive Director, 
security forces, youth and women 
representatives. The Bishop opened 
and closed the ceremony with prayers.   
 
On 16 February, repatriation to Nzara 
started with two flights of 50 persons 
each. All returnees were taken to 
Yambio way station and dispersed on 
the following day.  
 

          Emotional reunions. UNHCR/C. Hamm/Feb. 2007 
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To date, a total of 5,695 refugees have been repatriated by air from CAR since the operation started in 2006. 
In addition, since August 2006, 1,299 individuals have been assisted under the assisted self-repatriation 
scheme. 
 
Visit to Mboki to raise awareness of the return operation  
UNHCR staff in CAR organized a day trip to Mboki (CAR) on 14 February for government ministers and 
representatives from UN agencies, donor missions and local and international media. The programme 
included witnessing the departure of a group of 50 refugees for Yambio, visiting the transit centre for a 
briefing on the various steps of the repatriation procedure and touring facilities in the camp. The main 
objective of the mission was to enhance positive perceptions amongst the international community on the 
South Sudan repatriation operation. Participants were impressed by the organization of both the repatriation 
programme and the day trip to Mboki and congratulated UNHCR on the ongoing return operation. 
 
“Go and see visit” from the Democratic Republic of Congo 
A “go and see” visit for refugee representatives from Doruma and Dungu camps in the Democratic Republic 
of Congo (DRC) to Ezo took place on 7-10 February. The refugee representatives included two women and 
three men from the two camps and were accompanied by the Oxfam site coordinator for Dungu. The group 
met with the Commissioner for Ezo who briefed them on issues of security, land ownership and 
infrastructure. He emphasized the importance of peaceful co-existence between the return groups and the 
local communities. The group then split up and three representatives, accompanied by the camp coordinator, 
proceeded to Yambio and Nzara. The participants were welcomed by the authorities and visited government 
representatives, NGOs and community-based organizations, such as the women’s association, and public 
facilities. They were received by the Governor of Western Equatoria State before returning to the DRC. The 
Governor urged all Sudanese refugees in the DRC to return home to participate in the reconstruction of the 
new Sudan. He also reminded them of the census which will be conducted in September. 
 
Repatriation by road from Doruma has been postponed to 7 March due to LRA migration along the border. 
Discussions about the repatriation by air of refugees from Dungu have meanwhile been initiated. Since the 
repatriation operation from the DRC began in 2006, UNHCR has facilitated the return of 5,700 refugees and 
assisted 1,430 self-returnees. 
 
Organized repatriation from Uganda still on hold 
Organized repatriation from Uganda is still on hold due to the outbreak of meningitis in northern Uganda. 
Reports from Uganda indicated that the Government of Uganda, UN agencies, international and local NGOs 
continued working to contain the spread of meningitis with vaccination campaigns.  
 
In Kajo Keji County (Central Equatoria), the vaccination campaign that began on 22 January with the training 
of the vaccinators ended on 2 February. A review meeting was held on 6 February at the County Health 
Department and was attended by representatives from International Medical Corps (IMC), MSF, SUHA, TPO, 
American Refugee Committee (ARC), CHD and UNHCR. The purpose of the meeting was to evaluate the 
meningitis vaccination campaign and get an update from MSF who was the lead agency in the campaign. 
MSF reported that a total number of 52,953 people in all the five payams of Kajo Keji County, including 
Lobonok Payam under Juba County, were vaccinated. Of this, a total of 40,989 individuals between the ages 
of 2 and 30 years were vaccinated. A total of 55,350 vaccines doses were used (96 percent utilization rate). 
The Acting County Health Officer said they were still a few vaccines left in the hospital; the staff continued to 
vaccinate those who missed the campaign and informed that any visitor not vaccinated should be directed to 
the hospital.  
 
On 13 February, 14 refugee students (eight girls and six boys) returned from Uganda to Yei as assisted self-
returnees. Jesuit Refugee Service (JRS) in Uganda sponsored their studies in Uganda and will continue 
scholarship support to them at Lutaya Secondary School in Yei. All of the 14 returnee students were 
vaccinated against meningitis in Uganda on 26 January and were in possession of voluntary repatriation 
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forms issued by the UNHCR office in Arua (Uganda). They received three-month food rations, non-food items 
and mine risk education at Alero way station.   
 
UNHCR has so far assisted 150 returnees from Uganda under the assisted self-repatriation scheme as well 
as 5,780 refugees to return from Uganda.  
 
Repatriation from Kenya 
From 2 January to 14 February, a total of 1,038 refugees from Kakuma camp returned to South Sudan with 
UNHCR’s assistance. Of these, 197 refugees returned by road to Kapoeta in Eastern Equatoria while 841 
returned by air to Jonglei and Warrab States. Before leaving Kakuma, the returnees were given an aid 
package of non-food Items to help them restart their lives in Sudan, including blankets, mosquito nets, soap, 
plastic mats, kitchen sets, jerry cans and sanitary items. The total number of refugees that have retuned to 
South Sudan so far from Kakuma camp since the beginning of the voluntary repatriation programme in 2005 
stands at 2,979.  
 
Spontaneous returnees from Ethiopia in Boma 
During the reporting period, the group of spontaneous refugee returnees from Dimma camp (Ethiopia) that 
arrived in Pakok in January made their way on foot from Pakok to the nearby village of Boma, where UNHCR 
has established a temporary reception area alongside the South Sudan Rehabilitation and Relief 
Commission (SSRRC). UNHCR has registered 612 returnees at Boma, the majority with areas of return in 
Upper Nile and Jonglei States. The returnees have been provided with food and non-food items. It is reported 
that 50 vulnerable returnees remain in Pakok, unable to walk to Boma, and some 200 have returned back to 
Dimma camp from Pakok. The vulnerable returnees will be brought by UNMIS helicopter from Pakok to 
Boma and UNHCR is looking into how to assist the group in Boma with onward travel to final destinations.   
 
Mission to Pagak Payam 
UNHCR staff from Malakal traveled to Pagak Payam on 11 February with UNMIS RRR, UNICEF and SSRRC 
and conducted individual meetings with the SSRRC, Payam Administrator and ADRA Japan on the role of 
the local authorities in the organized repatriation of refugees through the Pagak corridor. The local authorities 
stated that they did not believe UNHCR-organized returns would happen from Gambella, Ethiopia, until 
UNHCR presence was established in Pagak. The Payam Administration expressed full support and 
cooperation to UNHCR and other agencies involved in the delivery of assistance to returnees upon return to 
their places of origin. He also requested development agencies to come in and provide services in areas of 
return.  
 
Return from Egypt 
An increasing number of Sudanese are approaching the UNHCR office in Cairo for voluntary repatriation (an 
average of 20 persons per day). During the reporting period, a total of 39 individuals were assisted with 
repatriation to Sudan. A further 42 individuals signed voluntary repatriation forms and are being processed 
for return within the coming weeks, pending the completion of exit formalities. The total number of persons 
assisted to return in 2007 is 159 persons. 
 
On 13 February, UNHCR met with the responsible Assistant Minister for Refugee Affairs and his Deputy of 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to discuss voluntary repatriation. UNHCR proposed to look into ways to 
streamline and simplify the procedure for processing exit formalities and for securing sufficient spaces on the 
train and ferry to accommodate larger numbers of returnees. UNHCR also broached the possibility of 
organizing voluntary repatriation directly from Cairo to Juba by special planes which certain countries offered 
to put at UNHCR's disposal. The Assistant Minister welcomed the idea. It was agreed that UNHCR would 
outline this suggestion in a letter to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, which would in turn consult with the 
relevant civil aviation and other authorities to seek a decision. 
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IDP return operation in Blue Nile State 
The organized return of some 15,000 IDPs within Blue Nile State continued to gain momentum. From 6 to 18 
February, a total of five return convoys were organized, bringing home 671 IDPs to the village of Khor Bodi, 
which lies some eight kilometres south of Kurmuk. The IDP returnees were medically screened prior to 
departure and transported to their home areas by IOM. They were provided with three-month food rations, 
non-food items, mine risk education and information pamphlets about different subjects, including mine risk, 
hygiene and health-related topics as well as property issues in the area of return.  
 
Since the start of the IDP return operation on 23 January, a total of 992 IDPs have been assisted to return to 
their places of origin. The return operation will continue until the onset of the rainy season. It is being carried 
out jointly by UNHCR, IOM, the Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC)/SRRC and other partners within the 
joint UN/Government return plan for 2007. 
 
Bor Dinka IDP returns 
On 2 February, a second barge of 313 Bor Dinka IDPs staying at Lologo transit camp in Juba departed Juba 
for Bor. The barge was received by the UNHCR team in Bor on 3 February. After a brief stay at the way 
station, the IDP returnees were dispersed to their payams. A third and final barge carrying some 400 
remaining IDPs at Lologo, who had indicated their willingness to return to Bor, was scheduled to depart from 
Juba on 13 February, but was postponed due to the low turn-out at the medical screening.  
 
UNHCR is making arrangements to close Lologo and ensure a smooth hand-over of the land back to the 
authorities and, as such, work to dismantle the unoccupied empty shelters in the camp has started. The 
camp will continue to be managed by UNHCR through its implementing partner Islamic Relief WorldWide 
(IRWW) until it closes, following resolution of the situation of the remaining group of IDPs, either by return to 
Bor or though local integration.   
 
First “come and tell” visit for IDPs in Khartoum 
UNHCR facilitated the first “come and tell” visit to IDP communities in Khartoum from 10 to 15 February. The 
delegation came from Western Equatoria and consisted of a representative from the Ministry of Education of 
Western Equatoria, the Paramount Chief of Western Equatoria, a representative from the SSRRC and a 
woman refugee returnee who returned from CAR five months ago and is now working as a teacher. The visit 
was aimed at ensuring that the IDPs in Khartoum are well informed of the conditions in return areas in 
Western Equatoria.  
 
The delegation held community meetings in Jebel Aulia, Geborona and Wad-El–Bashir IDP camps and 
visited Mayo and Soba IDP settlements, where they saw registration points and spoke to community 
members about the situation in Western Equatoria. The IDPs were particularly interested in issues relating to 
education, livelihood and land. In Khartoum, the delegation also met with HAC and SSRRC members of the 
Joint Return Task Force as well as the Western Equatoria State Coordinator and head chiefs. Feedback on 
this visit was very positive and the IDP communities said it was a useful complement to the “go and see” 
visits. 
 
Meanwhile, the IOM-managed registration for return of IDPs in Khartoum continued. By 14 February, 
341,487 IDPs had been registered for return, with the highest numbers coming from South Kordofan, 
Northern Bahr el Ghazal and Central Equatoria. The first group of IDPs left Khartoum for South Kordofan on 
an IOM convoy on 3 February. UNHCR’s role in IDP returns from Khartoum is focused on protection 
coordination and monitoring of the return process directly and through implementing partners as well as  
provision of information on areas of return and participation in the Joint Return Task Force. The returns are 
being jointly organized by the Government of National Unity, the Government of South Sudan, the UN and 
IOM, with priority given to those areas conducive to return.  
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Greater Yei Protection and Returns Working Group  
On 8 February, UNHCR chaired the Greater Yei Protection and Returns Working Group meeting. 
Participants included UN agencies, international and local NGOs and government agencies. It was noted that 
food, water, sanitation, health and education were still main problems affecting various communities in 
Greater Yei. OCHA was called upon to intensify its coordination role to ensure that more UN agencies are on 
the ground in Greater Yei to assist in addressing the concerns expressed by the various communities. 
Among other issues discussed, it was agreed that a joint assessment of the prison will be carried out by 
UNHCR, UNDP and Southern Sudan Law Society and the report will be shared with ICRC.   
 
New Morobo County Administration building  
UNHCR attended the official opening of the Morobo County Administration building. An eleven-room building 
was constructed under the BMZ/UNHCR partnership programme for return and reintegration. The ceremony 
was attended by the GTZ Managing Director from Germany, the Commissioner of Morobo County and the 
local community. The Commissioner appealed to GTZ and UNHCR to furnish the building and continue their 
support to the reconstruction of their county. 
 
First Protection Working Group meeting in Kapoeta 
The first Protection Working Group meeting in Kapoeta (Eastern Equatoria) was held on 7 February and co-
chaired by UNHCR and the SSRRC. The meeting was attended by SSRRC, WFP, African Development 
Emergency Organization (ADEO), Association Aid and Relief Japan (AAR Japan), PACT – Sudan 
Programme, SNV Netherlands Development Organization, Land ‘O’ Lakes, Mine Action Group (MAG), Carter 
Centre, Kapoeta Development Initiative (KDI), Catholic Diocese of Torit (DOT) and a youth representative 
from the community. Although Kapoeta is, according to the Constitution, the administrative capital of Eastern 
Equatoria, Torit is the de facto capital; this limits representation, as the state bodies, UNMIS and many 
international organizations are located in Torit County.  
 
During the meeting, the terms of reference drafted by UNHCR were adopted with some modifications. Focal 
points were selected for thematic protection concerns, i.e. water and sanitation, health, sexual and gender-
based violence (SGBV) and HIV/AIDS, food security, physical security (mines, cattle raiding), returns, 
displacements and relocation. It was decided that a meeting will be held every second Wednesday of the 
month. Efforts will be made to have other UN agencies based outside Kapoeta attend the meeting. 
 
HIV/AIDS awareness  
On 30-31 January, UNHCR together with ADEO organized a HIV/AIDS awareness session and sports 
tournaments for young members of both the host and returnee communities in Kapoeta. In total, 50 
participants (17 female and 33 male) attended the event, which started with an introduction from UNHCR and 
ADEO staff on HIV/AIDS and its prevalence in Africa, followed by a video show and a question and answer 
session. The event was concluded by a football match for young men and a volleyball match for young 
women. Fifty T-shirts with key HIV/AIDS messages as well as footballs and volleyballs were handed over to 
the teams. Similar sessions will be organized in two other counties in Eastern Equatoria. UNHCR is planning 
to continue supporting the sports initiatives of the local youth, in particular encouraging female participation.  
 
 
Update on funding situation as at 18 February 2007 
2007 Requirements for South Sudan/countries of asylum: US$ 55,067,725 
2007 Contributions: US$ 7,355,156 
2006 Requirements: US$ 65,863,243  
2006 Contributions: US$ 60,119,609 
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EEEAAASSSTTTEEERRRNNN   SSSUUUDDDAAANNN   
 
Security  
The overall security situation in Eastern Sudan remained stable during the period under review. Reportedly, 
the Eastern Front, which is now officially registered as a political party in Khartoum, has announced that it will 
demobilise its ex-fighters. It plans to gather all ex-fighters in five camps in Eastern Sudan, from where they 
will be integrated into the Sudanese state structures. 
 
Meanwhile, access to Wad Sharife refugee camp and reception centre has been restricted to UNHCR since 
30 January, allegedly due to lack of travel permits. Efforts through the Governor’s Office, the Commissioner 
for Refugees (COR) and the Resident Coordinator’s Office to clarify the situation and regain access to Wad 
Sharife have until now been unsuccessful. It has been reported that other UN agencies have encountered 
similar problems when moving to Wad Sharife or other areas within Kassala State. WFP has not been able 
during the last week to replenish food stores in some refugee camps or arrange timely food delivery to the 
refugees due to denial of access – trucks and vehicles have been returned from the check point on the exit 
from Kassala town. As a result, only partial food distribution has taken place in a few refugee camps during 
the reporting period.  
 
New arrivals 
Eritrean asylum seekers continue to arrive across the border to Sudan at an average of 85 individuals a 
week. The majority are young, single males who deserted the Eritrean army or who are evading the draft. In 
the reporting period, 252 Eritreans, 15 Ethiopians and 18 Somalis asked for asylum in Wad Sharife reception 
centre. Among them were 35 Eritrean unaccompanied minors.  
 
Following a strike of over two weeks, COR adjudicators resumed work on 31 January. Between 31 January 
and 14 February, 337 Eritreans were recognised as refugees, of which three in the appeal procedure. 
Further, 23 Ethiopians and 26 Somalis were recognised as refugees. One Eritrean asylum claim was rejected 
on appeal. At the end of the reporting period, there were still 476 asylum seekers in the reception centre of 
Wad Sharife, waiting for screening by National Security and/or the refugee status determination interview.  
 
Since resumption of work by COR adjudicators, 426 recognised refugees have been transported to Kilo 26 
refugee camp. However, COR staff in Kilo 26 involved in the reception of newly arriving refugees in turn went 
on strike. After some days, they resumed the distribution of food and non-food items, but refused to issue ID 
cards to the refugees. As a consequence, these refugees have not able to leave the camp to look for work or 
join family members.  
 
Acute watery diarrhoea 
Um Gargour camp reported a suspected outbreak of acute watery diarrhoea on 15 February. Six cases have 
been admitted but no deaths have been reported so far. Case tracing, surveillance and buffer stocks are 
being handled by the Human Appeal International (HAI) medical team in the camp. The State Ministry of 
Health, Epidemiology Department, has joined the efforts of UNHCR and health NGOs in managing the 
outbreak and provided a laboratory kit for case confirmation. Health education and environmental sanitation 
are ongoing in the camp.  
 
Agriculture and livelihood activities 
A seven-member committee for the year 2007 was selected by popular vote for the Abuda refugee camp 
cooperative society. A briefing meeting was also held with refugees on selection of the 2007 committee for 
the Fau 5 camp cooperative.  
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Purchasing of donkey carts and animals for livelihood projects in Award el Seed, Fat el Rahman and Kilo 26 
camps continued.  
 
The recovery of money disbursed during the last cultivation season in the refugee camps also continued. 
 
Donation of dates  
An in-kind donation of dates from Saudi Arabia was distributed in Um Gargour, Girba, Kilo 26 and Abuda 
refugee camps. Each refugee received one kilogramme of dates. 
 
   
Update on funding situation as at 18 February 2007 
2007 Requirements for East Sudan/Khartoum: US$ 13,676,273 
2007 Contributions: US$ 2,976,704 
2006 Requirements: US$ 12,860,950 
2006 Contributions: US$ 9,851,932 
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DDDAAARRRFFFUUURRR   
 
Security 
The volatile security situation continued to affect humanitarian operations in Darfur. Road access to large 
parts of Darfur remained severely restricted with a rising number of attacks on UN staff and aid workers as 
well as banditry and car hijackings. During the reporting period, several hijacking and looting incidents 
targeting INGOs and commercial vehicles were reported in West and South Darfur. Other incidents including 
tribal clashes, armed militia activities and assault on IDP women were also reported. 
 
On 14 February, the UN Human Rights Council’s fact-finding mission on the situation inside Darfur, headed 
by 1997 Nobel Peace Prize Jody Williams, announced that it would not go to Sudan as planned because of 
continued uncertainty over whether the high-level team could obtain visas. The team said they would collect 
all relevant information from locations outside the country.  
 
Meanwhile, the UN Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for Darfur, Jan Eliasson, and his AU counterpart, 
Salim Ahmed Salim, concluded their first joint mission to Sudan on 17 February with a meeting with 
Sudanese President Omar Al Bashir. The mission was aimed at re-energizing the stalled peace process. The 
two Envoys briefed the President on the outcome of the discussions they held with senior government 
officials, signatories and non-signatories of the Darfur Peace Agreement (DPA), tribal chiefs and IDPs. 
President Al Bashir stressed the commitment of the Government to support the dialogue with non-DPA 
signatories and expressed Sudan’s keenness to improve relations with Chad. He also reiterated the 
commitment to boost humanitarian work and cooperation with UN agencies and NGOs.  
 
WEST DARFUR 
 
Visit by UNHCR’s Assistant High Commissioner for Operations 
UNHCR’s Assistant High Commissioner for Operations, Judy Cheng-Hopkins, made her first visit to Darfur 
from 6 to 10 February. Accompanied by the Deputy Representative for Sudan, Craig Sanders, her mission 
took her to El Geneina, Zalingei and Nyala where she visited many IDP camps and met with principle 
counterparts both within the Government and among the UN Country Team and with other primary 
stakeholders. The Assistant High Commissioner also joined UN Heads of Offices in a wrap-up meeting to 
discuss the issue of UNHCR being invited by the UN Country Team to work in South and North Darfur. Her 

mission resulted in a 
recommendation to the High 
Commissioner that UNHCR 
consolidate its operations in 
the West and gradually 
phase-up a similar presence 
in both North and South 
Darfur that would see 
UNHCR assume its 
designated role in leading 
both the Protection and the 
Camp Coordination/Camp 
Management clusters. 
 
Photo: The Assistant High 
Commissioner speaks with 
IDPs in Riyad camp near El 
Geneina. UNHCR/C. Sanders/ 
Feb. 2007 
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Joint UNHCR/OCHA assessment mission 
Dennis McNamara, Special Advisor on IDP situations to both the Under Secretary-General for Humanitarian 
Affairs and the High Commissioner for Refugees, led a UNHCR/OCHA assessment mission to Darfur from 31 
January to 10 February. The overall objective was to assist UNHCR in consolidating and strengthening its 
contribution to the inter-agency response to the rights and needs of IDPs in Darfur by reviewing UNHCR’s 
protection and programme objectives for 2007 and 2008. The results and recommendations of the mission 
were presented to UNHCR and the Humanitarian Coordinator in Khartoum and to the High Commissioner in 
Geneva. The recommendations reflected a more detailed analysis of why UNHCR should scale-up its 
operations beyond West Darfur and supported the findings of the Assistant High Commissioner for 
Operations. 
 
Mission to Bir Seliba 
On 7 February, UNHCR conducted a mission to Bir Seliba; the objectives of the mission were to check on 
reports of a Chadian influx in the area of Bir Seliba and gather information concerning the humanitarian 
situation in the area. The current security situation in the area seems to be relatively calm and the Umda of 
Bir Seliba told the team that in the last two months many Chadians have crossed to Bir Seliba. These 
Chadian are from Are, Kashira and Dengirshala villages in the west of Bir Seliba and from Kobono village in 
north Chad. About 2,000 Chadians from the Tama tribe are acknowledged to have settled in Bir Seliba and 
the nearby village of Habila Bir Seliba.  
 
The mission recommended the following: provision of assistance in terms of water, food, health, education 
and non-food items; provision of agricultural assistance such as seeds and tools for the coming rainy season; 
and the possibility of expanding community-based reintegration projects to Bir Saliba and its satellite villages. 
 
IDPs from Mornei camp 
On 30 January, during the monthly camp coordination meeting in Mornei, HAC announced a plan to relocate 
some 3,600 IDPs in Mornei camp that have settled illegally on village roads to the outskirts of the camp in an 
effort to reduce congestion and improve security in the camp. HAC subsequently entered into discussions 
about this with groups of Sheikhs representing the IDPs. However, the IDPs expressed concern that the 
process would proceed without the necessary level of consultations with all groups represented among the 
individuals who would be affected by the relocation. On 14 February, the issue of camp planning and 
possible relocation was discussed in meetings that OCHA and UNHCR held with HAC and the Executive 
Committee of Sheikhs in Mornei and where the UN agencies stressed the need for a consultative process 
with all groups affected by potential relocation.   
 
SGBV awareness 
On 13-14 February, UNHCR staff from Habila and El Geneina conducted a two-day awareness session for 
26 Intersos and Save the Children-US staff on "Basic concepts on gender, SGBV and strategies for 
prevention and response." Some of the issues arising from the workshop were: 1) the need to enhance 
strategies on community awareness against the practice of female genital mutilation, domestic violence and 
early marriage; 2) how to better equip the community animators and community liaison workers in being able 
to independently carry out outreach awareness sessions on different issues of SGBV; and 3) adapting the 
available SGBV resources in Arabic for easier use by the semi-literate animators. Further, it was observed 
that although a health centre in Foro Baranga was among the health centres approved by the Ministry of 
Health to have “form 8,” such forms were not available at the centre. Although the doctors are able to give 
patients first aid treatment when they report of assault, including sexual assault, the survivors are requested 
to proceed to the police to collect “form 8.” There is therefore a need for follow up with the authorities 
concerned to ensure that “form 8” is made available in the Foro Baranga health centre. The health assistants 
also reported that community awareness of the change of policy about the procedure in accessing “form 8” is 
very limited and needs to be enhanced. 
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Reduced AU camp patrols 
The AU announced that they reduced their IDP camp patrols in West Darfur to one shift from 8h00 to 14h00 
because one AU CivPol personnel was killed in the Kutum area in North Darfur. The reason behind this 
decision is that CivPol would now have to be escorted by AU Force Protection – as decided by AU 
Headquarters – and that Force Protection does not have enough capacity to undertake this support to CivPol 
during the entire day. 
 
 
Update on funding situation as at 18 February 2007 
2007 Requirements for Darfur: US$ 19,739,131 
2007 Contributions: US$ 4,026,719 
2006 Revised requirements: US$ 21,085,381 
2006 Contributions: US$ 22,126,194 


