
  

 
 
 
 

 

 

REGIONAL OVERVIEW 
Cyclones and flooding continue to batter numerous countries in Southern Africa, 
threatening the lives of over a million vulnerable people. Although regional capacity  
for disaster and emergency preparedness and response has increased in recent  
years, the early arrival of the rainy season with unusually heavy rains and an 
unprecedented se-ries of cyclones and tropical storms have stretched local  
authorities and humanitarian partners to the limit. Communities in Angola, 
Madagascar, Mozambique, Namibia and Zambia are struggling to recover from  
several months of relentless rainfall as they re-build their homes and livelihoods. 
 
Madagascar has been pummelled by six cyclones and tropical storms since last  
December, affecting close to 450,000 people. By early March, Cyclones Bondo, Clovis, 
Gamede and Favio had already caused widespread flooding, displacement, and crop 
damage. These problems were multiplied in many areas when Cyclone Indlala cut a 
path of devastation across the north-eastern part of the country in mid-March. Cyclone 
Jaya again threatened the north-eastern part of the country in early April with high 
winds, heavy rains and flooding. In the country’s arid southern region, the 2006-2007 
rainy season compounded problems caused by drought and persistent food insecurity 
and malnutrition. Humanitarian partners and local authorities quickly mobilised to 
jointly assess needs and deliver urgent assistance to the most affected populations. 
However, cumulatively these natural disasters have exhausted in-country resources.  
In mid-March, a Flash Appeal for US$ 9.6 million was launched to request international 
assistance. Although the international community has responded generously,  
55 percent of the Appeal remains unfunded. In addition, it is anticipated that the  
additional destruction from cyclone Jaya will increase the humanitarian needs in the 
country. Assessments to verify the needs are underway. Without additional assistance 
to save lives and bolster early recovery efforts, the Malagasy people will continue to 
struggle to obtain shelter, food, potable water, and healthcare. 
 
Mozambique has also suffered from floods and cyclones this year. In February, floods 
in the Zambezi River Basin and the impact of Cyclone Favio in Inhambane and Sofala 
Provinces brought about widespread displacement and destruction. Heavy rains in 
early February in Mozambique, as well as in the neighbouring countries of Zambia and 
Malawi, which also feed the Zambezi River and its tributaries, caused flooding which 
affected an estimated 285,000 people.  Several weeks later, Cyclone Favio affected an 
estimated 150,000 people. Essential infrastructures, including health centres and 
educational facilities, were severely damaged and thousands of hectares of crops were 
destroyed. While the Government of Mozambique prioritised the allocation of funds for 
disaster response to the floods and cyclone emergencies, national resources were not 
sufficient to meet the humanitarian needs of the affected populations and a Flash  
Ap-peal for US$37.6 million was launched. Recent reports indicate that 140,000  
dis-placed persons are still in accommodation centres and an additional 55,500 are 
mov-ing to resettlement sites. More than 163,000 people will require food assistance 
until the end of April, and an additional 263,000 targeted beneficiaries will require 
limited assistance until the second season harvest in May-July. Although partners 
continue working with local authorities to provide food, shelter, agricultural inputs, 
basic health-care, and other necessities, sustained support is necessary to ensure  
that affected Mozambicans are able to recover from the disastrous February cyclones 
and flooding. 
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In Zambia, excessive rainfall since December caused widespread flooding, displacing 
people and destroying crops, houses and public infrastructure. The situation became 
critical in mid-February, when the Zambezi, Kafue and Luangwa Rivers started bursting 
their banks. Although water levels in many areas are receding, the floods were more 
widespread than usual and affected people that do not have traditional coping  
mecha-nisms, especially in North-Western Province. Some areas in the Zambezi District 
and elsewhere remained inaccessible for long periods, making it difficult to effectively 
coor-dinate response efforts and provide assistance. An estimated 295,000 people 
were directly affected by the floods and will require assistance in the rehabilitation of 
their houses, latrines, water wells, schools, clinics, roads and other infrastructure over 
the next year. Partners issued a Flash Appeal in March for US$ 8.8 million for 
immediate priority interventions. As of early April, less than five percent of 
requirements had been funded. While the Flash Appeal addressed emergency needs,  
it is also necessary to bridge the immediate emergency relief response identified in this 
document with re-covery, reconstruction and longer-term reduction of risks and 
vulnerability. 
 
Angola and Nambia have also experienced unexpected heavy rainfall this season. In 
the Caprivi Strip rains and flooding led to displacement, evacuation and urgent needs 
among the affected population. Although the Zambezi River levels have decreased, 
large areas of land remain flooded. Approximately 15,000 persons in Namibia are still 
displaced, while floods in Angola have displaced some 30,000 people according to  
of-ficial figures. The contamination of water sources, increases in water-borne diseases 
and malaria pose additional threats to vulnerable populations. The cholera outbreak in 
Angola that began in January last year has flared up again during the rainy season this 
year and is again affecting thousands of people each month. With the risk of further 
heavy rains and flooding in Namibia and Zambia during April, partners are worried 
about ongoing capacity to respond. 
 
This turbulent rainy season in southern Africa has once again highlighted the region’s 
vulnerability to natural disasters and food insecurity. Prospects for the 2007 cereal 
crops are mixed, with heavy rains in northern areas and extended dry spells in southern 
zones. At the regional level, the area planted with the main maize crop is estimated to 
have increased. Overall, FAO reports that input availability at planting time was normal 
in most countries including subsidised seed and fertilizer in Zambia and Malawi. By 
contrast, in Zimbabwe, continuous shortages and high prices of fertilizers and fuel will 
likely result in low yields. Dry weather in Swaziland, Lesotho and South Africa, southern 
Zimbabwe and southern Mozambique is, however, expected to reduce harvests. 

HIGHLIGHTS 
Angola: On 5 March, the  
Central Emergency Response 
Fund Secretariat allocated  
US$ 1.4 million to WHO to  
respond to the ongoing cholera 
epidemic in the country. In the 
month of January alone  
3,868 cases were reported, with 
92 deaths in 16 out of  
18 provinces of the country. The 
current floods have displaced 
over 2,000 families in Luanda 
province alone, limiting their 
access to health facilities and    
increasing the risk of cholera.   
 
Comoros:  Unprecedented high 
waves hit the country on  
21-22 March. Approximately 
230 persons were affected on 
the island of Grand Comore 
alone (population less than 
300,000 inhabitants) and they 
are currently in need of  
relocation and shelter.  
 
Mozambique:  On 12 March, the 
Humanitarian Country Team 
launched a Flash Appeal for 
US$ 24 million to support the 
Government of Mozambique in 
its efforts to address the  
emergency needs arising from 
the floods in the Zambezi River 
Basin and the impact of Cyclone 
Favio in Inhambane and Sofala 
Provinces.  Almost 100 people 
were killed when an army  
ammunition depot exploded in 
the capital Maputo on  
22 March 2007.  
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COUNTRY COVERAGE 
ANGOLA:  Since January 2006, Angola has been battling a cholera epidemic. The 
lack of access to health facilities, inadequate standards for cholera treatment and  
limited or no access to clean water has fuelled the waterborne disease to spread 
quickly. By February 2007, cholera had spread to all 18 provinces in the country. In 
January 2007 alone, Angola reported 3,868 cases of cholera with 92 deaths; a case 
fatality rate of 4% nationally. Activities to control the spread of the disease have been  
a challenge in view of the current floods which have, according to official figures,  
displaced 30,000 people and resulted in more than 80 deaths. Flash floods in central 
and coastal areas have compounded the cholera epidemic and have been one of the 
major factors propagating the spread and persistence of the epidemic. Recent efforts 
to control cholera have been hampered by lack of skilled resources, a damaged basic 
infrastructure and insufficient health services. In March, the Central Emergency  
Response Fund (CERF) Secretariat approved US$ 1.4 million for the World Health  
Organisation’s Country Office in Angola to support its crucial efforts to fight the spread 
of cholera. 
 
COMOROS:  On 21-22 March, Comoros was hit by unprecedented waves that  
swept away many villages located along the coast on the three islands of Moheli,  
Anjouan and Grande Comore. It is estimated that 226 persons were affected on the 
island of Grand Comore alone (population less than 300,000 inhabitants), and they  
will need to be relocated and provided with shelter. Dangerously high waves, tropical 
storms, and increased activity of the Karthala Volcano since May 2004 highlight  
Comoros’ vulnerability to natural disasters. Volcano experts recently discovered  
sulphur in the crater of the volcano, which seems to indicate increased volcanic  
activity. Further assessments are planned for mid-April and the results will be used  
to revise contingency plans. The National Centre for Safety Operations and Civil  
Protection (COSEP) has formulated a Preparedness and Emergency Response Plan  
in collaboration with UN Agencies. However, as a newly created entity (May 2006),  
it has limited capacity and resources and is in need of support from the international 
community to strengthen its response. 
 
MOZAMBIQUE:  On 12 March, the Humanitarian Country Team launched a Flash 
Appeal for US$ 37.6 million to support the Government of Mozambique in its efforts to 
address the emergency needs arising from flooding in the Zambezi River Basin and the 
impact of Cyclone Favio in Inhambane and Sofala Provinces.  The Flash Appeal  
includes a real time evaluation (RTE) which will be undertaken by an external  
consultant and managed by OCHA and UNICEF from 31 March – 23 April 2007. 
 
Towards the end of March, response efforts slowly began shifting from relief to  
recovery. The Government has provided plots to resettle 23,700 families in the four 
flood- affected provinces. Since 23 March, 2,706 plots have been demarcated and 
1,001 plots have been allocated to people in the affected areas.  In general, the plots 
demarcated are close to the accommodation centres and to agricultural fields. The 
government recently approved the shelter contents of the “take-home kit”, which  
includes corrugated iron sheets, wooden poles, ropes and other basic materials 
needed for building a transitional house. Further capacity and basic equipment is  
urgently needed to accelerate the plot demarcation process, especially in terms of  
basic equipment and human resources for clearing the resettlement areas. At present 
there are 62 volunteers working in teams of eight to clear resettlement areas. To  
expedite this process, more than 50 additional teams are required. 
 
Since the February floods a number of new threats have emerged, requiring the  
atten-tion of disaster management authorities. On 18 March, a 60km/h storm hit three 
dis-tricts, namely Chókwe, Guijá (Gaza Province) and Magude (Maputo) and affected 
ap-proximately 4,000 people and killed one person. Extensive damage was reported, 
in-cluding 800 houses, schools and health posts. The National Disaster Management 
In-stitute (INGC) reports that eight schools were damaged and 24 classrooms  
destroyed. In the coastal regions of Mozambique, mar grosso, a phenomenon that  
meteorological services classify as a sea disturbance, occurred on 19 and 20 March, 
resulting in the flooding of residential homes in Maputo, Gaza, Sofala and Cabo 
Delgado.  
 

HIGHLIGHTS  

Madagascar: On 15 March, the 
United Nations and its humanitar-
ian partners launched a Flash Ap-
peal requesting nearly US$ 9.6 
million to provide aid to people 
affected by floods and cyclones for 
up to six months. This appeal is 
being currently revised upwards, 
since Cyclone Indlala’s impact was 
not included in the original docu-
ment. On 28 March, the Malagasy 
Government reported 126,017 vic-
tims in need of humanitarian as-
sistance, at least 88 people killed, 
30 disappeared, and about 30,000 
left homeless or deprived of all 
their belongings.   
 
Zambia: Approximately one-third 
of Zambia’s 72 districts have been 
affected by various degrees of 
flooding. On 15 March, the  
Disaster Management and  
Mitiga-tion Unit (DMMU)  
presented the results of a rapid 
assessment: the livelihoods of 
nearly 300,000 people are directly 
threatened by the flooding, while 
more than 1.4 million people in  
41 districts are indirectly affected.  
 
Zimbabwe: The humanitarian 
situation in Zimbabwe is  
characterised by the simultaneous 
presence of acute humanitarian 
needs and more protracted, 
chronic vulnerabilities. The most 
acute humanitarian needs include 
those of people affected by food 
insecurity, as well as mobile and 
vulnerable people affected by the 
fast-track land reform programme 
and eviction campaigns. The most 
chronic issues include inadequate 
access to basic social services,  
insufficient agricultural inputs  
and disrupted livelihoods. 
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The Government responded to the situation and rehabilitation interventions of the  
affected areas are underway. The Government will lead a joint Government-UN to  
conduct a rapid assessment of food security and medium-term needs in the Zambezi 
River Valley, the cyclone affected districts of Inhambane Province, and drought-affected 
districts of southern Mozambique. 
 
While relief efforts focused on natural disasters, more than 100 people were killed and 
nearly 500 people were injured in Maputo on 22 March, following a massive fire and a 
series of explosions at an ammunition depot.  The powerful blasts sent artillery and 
mortar shells flying over nearby residential neighbourhoods destroying several houses 
and shattering windows across the city. Numerous unexploded ammunitions and shell 
casings were dispersed throughout the surrounding areas, posing a safety threat to the 
people living in the neighbourhoods. According to UNICEF and UNFPA, more than 200 
children were separated from their families during the chaos of the explosion. 

MADAGASCAR:  Cyclone Jaya, the latest in a series of cyclones battering  
Madagascar, hit the island on 3 April and cut across the already affected north-eastern 
part of the country. The cyclone brought heavy rains that are threatening to further 
worsen the flood situation in the country. Assessments are underway to analyse the 
extent of the additional damage. Two weeks prior, Cyclone Indlala followed a similar 
path. Its strong winds of up to 165 km/h ravaged the immediate areas in its path, and 
caused considerable damage on the north-eastern coastline. The humanitarian impact 
of Indlala was particularly serious in Diana, Sava, Sofia, Boeny, Betsiboka, Alaotra 
Mangoro, Atsinanana, Analajirofo, Vatovavy-Fitovinany, and  Atsimo-Atsinanana. Indlala 
affected more than 126,000 people, with some 88 people killed, 30 missing, and 
30,000 homeless.  

Cyclone Jaya is the sixth cyclone to hit Madagascar in the past three months: Cyclone 
Bondo made landfall on 25 December; Cyclone Clovis on 3 January; Cyclone Favio on 
18 January; Cyclone Gamede on 26 February; and Cyclone Indlala on 15 March. This is 
the first time that the island has been struck by so many cyclones in such a short pe-
riod. The accumulated impact of these six cyclones is widespread, with severe damage 
to infrastructure and crops, flooding, landslides and displacement of communities. 
Cumulatively, some 450,000 people have been affected and the numbers will possibly 
increase following assessments in the areas hardest hit by Jaya. 
 
In terms of crops, Madagascar's vanilla coast in the northeast has been devastated. 
According to the World Food Programme (WFP), the region was still recovering from the 
impact of the previous cyclones Elita and Gafilo in 2004 and farmers were hoping for a 
good harvest this year. According to government estimates, about 80 percent of the 
country's vanilla production, Madagascar's top foreign exchange earner, has been lost 
to Indlala. The devastation of vanilla plantations, one of the most labour-intensive 
crops in the world, will have an impact on the livelihoods of entire communities.  
 
Tropical storms such as Indlala compound the pressure on already precarious food 
security, especially in the country's arid southern region, where a drought has affected 
582,000 people. Northern Madagascar, which produces a substantial quantity of rice, 
the country's staple food, has also been affected. The island's 18 million people con-
sume almost 2.5 million MTs of rice annually. WFP and its implementing partners will 
be providing food assistance in the coastal town of Maroanstetra.  
 
On 20 February, the Malagasy Government launched a US$ 242 million appeal in re-
sponse to Cyclones Bondo, Clovis, and Favio. On 15 March, the United Nations and its 
humanitarian partners launched a Flash Appeal requesting nearly US$ 9.6 million to 
provide aid to people affected by floods and cyclones for a period of six months. This 
appeal is currently being revised upwards, to incorporate the needs created by Indlala 
and possibly Jaya. The IFRC launched an appeal at the request of the Malagasy Red 
Cross Society (MRCS) to support their relief and response operations. The United Na-
tions Country Team submitted a CERF application for US$ 4.5 million to fund the prior-
ity needs identified in the Flash Appeal and allow the UN and its partners to support the 
government in averting large-scale mortality, malnutrition and disease outbreaks due 
to displacement and lack of food. 
 

HIGHLIGHTS  

Namibia: Due to heavy rains, the 
Zambezi River burst its banks and 
has caused flooding in the  
Namibian Caprivi flood plains. 
The floods have affected the  
areas of Kabbe, Katima Rural, 
Linyanti and Kongola.   
 
Lesotho: The number of orphaned 
children in Lesotho - estimated at 
180,000 in 2005 - is rapidly  
in-creasing, threatening children's 
overall development and the  
social fabric of entire communities. 
More than 100,000 children have 
been orphaned by AIDS, creating 
a situation that calls for urgent 
and decisive action from all  
sectors of society.  
 
Malawi: This year’s maize crop  
is expected to produce a surplus of 
close the one million MTs. 
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MALAWI:  The Ministry of Agriculture and Food Security released the first round of 
agricultural production estimates figures on 9 February, which indicate that Malawi 
should expect another bumper harvest this season. Maize production is expected to  
be the highest on record so far. This harvest, combined with carryover stocks from last 
season’s bumper harvest, should ensure that Malawi will have surplus maize this  
season, and prices are expected to drop even further. National consumption  
requirements are estimated to be 2.1 million MTs, and there may be a surplus of close 
to one million MTs. Meanwhile, the government has temporarily removed the maize 
export ban for two months to allow traders to export up to 80,000 MT of maize before 
this year’s crop is harvested. However, estimates from a recent FEWSNET/WFP field 
mission estimate that about 20 percent of households may have difficulties accessing 
food due to lack of subsistence production or weak purchasing power. 
 
ZAMBIA:  Excessive rainfall since December 2006 has caused widespread flooding 
in Zambia, displacing people and destroying crops, houses and public infrastructure. 
The situation became critical in mid-February, when the Zambezi, Kafue and Luangwa 
Rivers started bursting their banks. Since then, water levels have remained high. In 
addition, flash floods have been recorded in a number of areas. While some of the af-
fected populations have traditional coping mechanisms for floods, this year’s flood 
came much earlier than normal, thereby disrupting livelihood patterns. The floods have 
also been more widespread than usual, affecting people that do not have traditional 
coping mechanisms. 
 
Since the onset of the floods, the Government of Zambia, spearheaded by its Disaster 
Management and Mitigation Unit (DMMU) in the Office of the Vice-President, has taken 
the lead in assisting the affected populations with the most immediate, life-saving 
needs, with assistance from international and national partners. While the initial  
response with in-country resources to the floods has been positive, the unforeseen  
extent of this year’s flooding, as well as its duration has exhausted available resources 
and additional relief and recovery needs remain. In addition, a further deterioration of 
the situation, as a result of an anticipated second wave of floods, cannot be excluded.  
 
On 15 March, the Zambia Vulnerability Assessment Committee (VAC) presented the 
results of its rapid assessment. The assessment indicated that cumulatively, the lives 
and livelihoods of 295,148 people are directly threatened, and it called for an urgent 
response. A total of 1,443,583 people in 41 districts have been indirectly affected and 
will require assistance in the rehabilitation of their houses, latrines, water wells, 
schools, clinics, roads and other infrastructure over the next year. Based on the  
findings of the VAC assessment, the Government has requested the assistance of  
the international community. 
 
In response to the government’s request, the Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC) 
launched a Flash Appeal for Zambia on 28 March, requesting US$ 8.8 million to  
sup-port affected populations in the areas of human settlement and shelter; health and 
nutrition; water and sanitation; education and psychosocial support; food security; and 
information management and coordination. The appeal is for an initial period of three 
months and its objectives are two-fold: 1) to alleviate the human suffering of the  
affected population through provision of relief assistance in partnership with national 
authorities; and 2) to prevent secondary hazards and contribute to sustainable  
solutions through restocking of relief items in anticipation of further flooding,  
prevention of disease outbreaks and restoration of some of the agricultural losses. 
Thus far, the appeal has only received 4.5% funding. No new funding has been  
received since the launch of the appeal.  

It is recognized that the immediate emergency relief response will need to be bridged 
with recovery, reconstruction and longer-term reduction of risks and vulnerability. It is 
understood that these longer-term needs, will be much more extensive than the initial 
relief needs. A strategy ensuring a concerted effort to address these longer-term needs 
will be developed and funding for activities will be determined. 
 
ZIMBABWE:  On 29 March the Director of the UN Office for the Coordination of  
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) in New York was asked to brief the Security Council on  
the current and “alarming” situation of the most vulnerable people in Zimbabwe.  
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He described the humanitarian situation in Zimbabwe as characterized by the  
simultaneous presence of acute humanitarian needs and more protracted, chronic  
vulnerabilities. The most acute humanitarian needs include those of people affected by 
food in-security, as well as mobile and vulnerable people affected by the fast-track land 
reform programme and eviction campaigns. The most chronic issues include  
inadequate ac-cess to basic social services, insufficient agricultural inputs and  
disrupted livelihoods. This situation takes place in a context of rapid economic decline 
and hyper-inflation, and significant reductions in development assistance. 
 
He mentioned that the food security situation is likely to worsen, as prospects for the 
2007 harvest are very poor. Although official figures are not yet available, a  
consider-able gap is anticipated between national requirements of 1.8 million MTs and 
local production. The Government of Zimbabwe has announced that it is importing 
400,000 MTs of maize. However, the declining economic situation, characterised by 
lack of foreign exchange and shortage of fuel, may compromise the government’s  
ability to import and distribute this amount of food in a timely manner. As a positive 
step, the Government has recently requested FAO and WFP to conduct a Crop and Food 
Supply Assessment Mission (CFSAM). This would be the first such assessment  
in three years. The CFSAM will provide estimates of the needs in the country and then 
design the most appropriate response.  
 
He further emphasized the impact of HIV/AIDS on the coping mechanisms of  
individuals and communities. He mentioned that treatment with antiretroviral (ART)  
is woe-fully inadequate. Of the estimated 350,000 people in urgent need of ART  
treatment, only around 50,000 people are receiving it. While the government is publicly 
committed to raising the number of recipients to 160,000, it may have difficulties in 
purchasing and distributing the drugs, especially considering large numbers of health 
professionals are leaving the country. In the health sector, 57 percent of posts for 
medical doctors, 32 percent of posts for nurses and 70 percent of posts for  
pharmaceutical staff are vacant, mainly due to migration.  
 
He cited a joint Government and UNICEF survey, which indicated that the share of  
people with access to safe drinking water declined from 70 percent in 1999 to 60  
percent in 2006, and that only 40 percent of rural households had access to safe  
sanitary facilities, compared to 60 percent in 1999. Country-wide, 117 cases of  
cholera and deaths were reported since the start of the rainy season in late 2006. 
 
He concluded by requesting the members of the Security Council to support the 
Consolidated Appeal for Zimbabwe, which is currently severely under-funded. The  
humanitarian community, through the Consolidated Appeal, has taken a two-pronged 
approach, addressing immediate relief needs as well as transition to recovery. Just 
nine percent of the US$ 230 million required for 2007 has been received to date. 
 
NAMIBIA:  Due to heavy rains, the Zambezi River burst its banks and has caused 
flooding in the Namibian Caprivi flood plains. The floods have affected the areas of 
Kabbe, Katima Rural, Linyanti and Kongola. The government has evacuated some  
people to higher ground, while others have moved temporarily to safer areas in the 
same vicinity. Some families have already taken their cattle and families to higher 
ground, especially those residing close to the river banks and the nearby flood plains. 
According to the IFRC, the situation is deteriorating as many villages, fields, cattle and 
boreholes have been submerged, and people are living in harsh conditions without 
shelter, food and safe drinking water. The roads in the flood plains are no longer  
passable. The areas identified as most affected are Muzii, Mpukano, Ikaba, Ivilivinzi, 
Malindi, Masikili, Nsundwa, Ioma, Mahundu and Nankutwe, where houses and fields 
are submerged under water. Some 15,000 people are currently housed in four  
temporary relocation sites at Lusese, Schuckmansburg, Kabbe and Impalila. Now that 
the water levels are slowly falling, new threats, such as waterborne diseases and  
malaria are emerging.  With the risk of further heavy rains and flooding during April, 
partners are worried about ongoing capacity to respond. 
 
LESOTHO:  The number of orphaned children in Lesotho is rapidly increasing,  
threatening children's overall development and the social fabric of entire communities. 
Estimated at over 180,000 orphans in 2005 (of which 100,000 have been orphaned 
by AIDS), the numbers reflect a situation that calls for urgent and decisive action from 
all sectors of society.  
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Over 60,000 orphans and vulnerable children (OVC), mainly affected by the impact of 
HIV and AIDS, are set to benefit directly from a landmark partnership that includes the 
Government of Lesotho (GOL), the European Commission (EC) and the United Nations 
Children's Fund (UNICEF). Through the programme - fully consistent with the recently 
approved National OVC Policy and the OVC National Action Plan (NAP) - the most  
vulnerable children will be helped to cope with the impact of losing their family  
members. Children will be provided with basic supplies, assisted to access and utilise 
essential services such as health, education, protection, care and support, and acquire 
HIV prevention-related life skills and sufficient food and nutrition security. 
 

 

 

WHO:  

In his message on the World 
Tuberculosis Day on 24 March, 
the Regional Director of WHO 
AFRO Dr Luis G. Sambo, ‘ 
reflected on the continuing  
public health importance if a 
curable disease that continues to 
cause suffering and death to 
thousands of people in our re-
gion’. The theme for this year’s 
World TB Day, ‘TB Anywhere is 

TB Everywhere’ emphasis the  
gravity of the situation. In some 
areas in Southern and East Af-
rica, over 50 per cent of TB pa-
tients are co-infected with HIV 
and at least 40 per cent of AIDS 
deaths are due to TB.  
 
UNAIDS:  
 
Workshop for UN Country 
Leadership on HIV and AIDS in 

Botswana, Lesotho, Namibia, 
South Africa and Swaziland  
was held on 19-21 March in 
Johannesburg, South Africa. 
The overall aims of the work-
shop were to provide UN Coun-
try Representatives with an  
orientation on the latest  
evidence, thinking and guidance 
on HIV and AIDS in southern 
Africa and to consider how UN 
reform can be used to 

strengthen UN system support  
for national AIDS responses in 
these countries. The training 
was preceded by a rapid review 
of HIV prevention responses in 
the relevant countries and will 
be followed by capacity building 
workshops for national  
counterparts and stakeholders.  
 

  

 
 
 
Event: RIACSO Meeting 
Date: 12 April 2007 
Time: 10h00 
Venue: 11 Merafe House, Naivasha Rd,  
Contact: Michelle Thulkanam thulkanam@un.org  
 
Event:                  AHI Platform Meeting for SA 
Date:  2-3 May 2007  
Time:   All Day 
Venue:  Emperor’s Palace 
Contact:                Gabriella Waaijman - waaijman@un.org  

 
 
 
Event: 4th SAHARA Conference on the Social Aspects of HIV/AIDS  
                Research 
Date: 29 April – 2 May 
Time: All day 
Venue: Kisumu, Kenya 
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