
 

 

KENYA: ELECTORAL VIOLENCE 23 February 2008
The Kenya Red Cross Society’s mission is to build capacity and respond with vigor, compassion and empathy to 
those affected by disaster and at risk, in the most effective and efficient manner. It works closely with the 
International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, which is the world’s largest humanitarian 
organization and its millions of volunteers are active in over 185 countries. 
This Operations Update (no. 29/2008) reflects the information available at this time.  
 
Appeal History:  
• On 4th January 2008, the Kenya Red Cross Society issued a Preliminary Appeal No. 1/2008 for Ksh 

957,127,906 (US$ 15.4 million) to assist 500,000 beneficiaries for one (1) month. Visit 
http://www.kenyaredcross.org for information on the appeal narrative and budge.  

 
For further information specifically related to this operation please contact:  

 Mr. Abbas Gullet, Secretary General, Kenya Red Cross Society, Email; 
gullet.abbas@kenyaredcross.org Phone 254.20.60.35.93; 254.20.3950.000 Fax 254.20.60.35.89 

 Dr. James Kisia, Deputy Secretary General, Kenya Red Cross Society, Email; 
kisia.james@kenyaredcross.org Phone 254.20.60.35.93; 254.20.3950.000 Fax 254.20.60.35.89 

 Mr. Anthony Mwangi, Public Relations Manager, Kenya Red Cross Society, Email; 
info@kenyaredcross.org Phone 254.20.60.35.93; 254.20.3950.000 Fax 254.20.60.35.89 

 
All Kenya Red Cross Society assistance seeks to adhere to the Code of Conduct and is committed to the 
Humanitarian Charter and Minimum Standards in Disaster Response in delivering assistance to the 
most vulnerable. For support to or for further information concerning the Kenya Red Cross Society 
programmes or operations, or for a full description of the Society’s profile, please access the Kenya Red 
Cross Society Website at http://www.kenyaredcross.org or the Federation’s Website at 
http://www.ifrc.org 
 
Operational Summary 
Kenya Red Cross has been hosting a number of visitors to various Internally Displaced People’s (IDPs) 
camps countrywide. The Pope’s representative to Kenya paid a visit to IDP camps in Eldoret and was 
hosted by Kenya Red Cross field personnel. Kenya Red Cross continues to manage most of the camps 
countrywide in partnership with various organisations. The camps have been providing a range of services 
to IDPs, from health, to water, sanitation, psychosocial support, Tracing, provision of relief food and non-
food items, among others.  
 
 
Situation 
Relative calm returned at the Sotik/Borabu border on 23rd February 2008 following the burning of one 
house the previous day. No one was injured. The transitional camps in Kisumu are still receiving IDPs, 
who are later transported to their respective destinations. More transitional camps are coming up in 
Nyanza/Western Region.  
 
Two houses were torched in Burnt Forest at the beginning of the week and this raised tension among the 
communities in the area. The security forces were deployed to curb cases of insecurity in the area. The 
situation has since calmed down and normalcy has been restored.  
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Red Cross Action – objectives and progress 
 
Goal: To provide emergency relief services to 500,000 people to mitigate the impact 
of post-election conflict.  
 
Objective 1: To provide Non-Food items to IDPs as a result of election violence.  
 
Progress 
122MT of food was distributed in Nyanza Region during the Second Phase of relief food distribution. 
The relief food distributed comprised corn meal, Com Soy Blend (CSB), pulses, H.E.B biscuits, cooking 
oil, maize, sugar and rice. Distribution continued on 23rd February 2008 in Nyamira. Distribution of non-
food items to 1,608 families in Kipkelion is ongoing. Items already distributed include 3,316 blankets, 
1,548 mosquito nets, 1,748 bars of soap, 1,808 tarpaulins, 264 kitchen sets, 1,333 jerricans, 80 
mattresses, 240 sanitary pads and buckets.  
 
Objective 3: Provide Restoration of Family Links.  
 
Progress 
On 20th February 2008, the Tracing team left for Kericho in search of three unaccompanied minors 
(UAMs) with the aim of reunifying them with their mother at Ekerenyo IDP camp in Kisii. This 
reunification was later closed successfully. On 21st February 2008, the Tracing team visited St. Charles 
Cathedral in Kisii where 13 UAMs were registered. Eight UAMs have been registered at Nyamira 
Branch. The Tracing Hotline Numbers received three phone calls on clients enquiring about their 
missing loved ones.  
 
Objective 4: To contribute to reduction in mortality and morbidity/injuries/any 
form of trauma among vulnerable populations affected by post-election related 
violence. 
 
Progress 
There have been reported cases of dog bites at the Eldoret ASK showground. The Ministry of Livestock 
and the local municipal have been vaccinating dogs in the camp for the last two days.  
 
180 people received health messages 
during health promotion sessions. The 
health team realised increased health 
intervention among the IDPs in Eldoret. 
This included, 2,750 aqua tabs 
distributed to over 50 families, while 26 
mothers received family planning 
services. Other items distributed 
included, 500 condoms, 205 sanitary 
pads and eight mosquito nets. 121 
patients were treated from various 
ailments, with major diseases at the 
camps being upper respiratory tract 
infections (URTIs), malaria and eye 
infections. One referral to a hospital was 
also made.  
 

A Red Cross volunteer holding a child at an IDP camp. 
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In Naivasha, 159 people were treated from various illnesses. Maternal and Child Health services and 
family planning services were also offered at the clinic. 79 children were immunized, while upto 5,800 
condoms were distributed in the camp in collaboration with the public health officers. A nutritionist was 
sent to the camp through Ministry of Health (MoH) to assist the health team. 50 bags of CSB were 
provided by MoH, while 144 packets of 250ml milk were given to children under five years old who 
attended the clinic.  
 
Psychosocial 
There are numerous domestic cases being reported at the Eldoret ASK showground. The counselling 
cases handled per day might go down as the psychosocial team is planning on individual therapy so that 
one counsellor could see an average of six clients per day only.  
 
Table below shows the number of people who received psychosocial support in Naivasha.  
 IDPs Percentage % 
Male  507 31 
Female  487 30 
Children 654 39 
Total 1,648 100 

 
Objective 8: To improve awareness on Red Cross principles and Kenya Red Cross 
activities countrywide.  
 
Progress 
More dissemination sessions are being undertaken countrywide to promote the Red Cross intervention 
among the affected people. The Kenya Red Cross continues to be visible in the local media.  
 
Partnership and Coordination 
The Kenya Red Cross Nyanza Regional office continues to work closely with government ministries, 
other NGOs and UN agencies. Coordination meetings have been held with the Ministry of Health 
Headquarter workers who have conducted health needs assessments in IDP camps, while the Ministry of 
Home Affairs and the Children’s Department have conducted an assessment on the effect of the post 
election violence on children. Two UN agencies have conducted assessments on the effect of post 
election violence on education. The Kenya Food Security Steering Group/Early Recovery and Food 
Security Cluster Needs Assessment covered Kericho, Bureti, Sotik and Narok. The Kenya Red Cross 
Nyanza Regional office has also been working closely with ICRC, WFP, Ogra Foundation, World Vision 
and other partners.  
 
Feed the Children organization donated 1,000 kitchen sets and 180 baby feeds, while World Vision has 
provided 300 tarpaulins, kitchen sets and sanitary pads for Timboroa, Burnt Forest and Matharu.  
 
ICRC support 
Since the beginning of the crisis, ICRC has been working closely with its counterparts at the Kenya Red 
Cross, both at Headquarters and in the field, providing technical assistance and expertise, particular in 
the fields of tracing, water and sanitation, logistics and security. It has provided essential household 
items, tarpaulins and water and sanitation equipment, as well as medical supplies, an emergency surgical 
team and forensics expertise. It has full time staff working with Kenya Red Cross in Bungoma, Eldoret, 
Nakuru and Kisumu, and has deployed 13 trucks and trailers, 17 light vehicles, two aircrafts and a 
helicopter to provide a backbone to the Red Cross logistics operations in Kenya.  


