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HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
1. In Namibia, 350,000 people have been affected by 

flooding. A flash Appeal of US$ 2.4 million will be 
launched soon. 

2. In Angola, 200,000 people have been affected by 
flooding. A joint IOM-UNICEF-WHO CERF 
application of US$ 2.3 million has been submitted 
and is pending approval. 

3. Cyclone Izilda, lying south-west of Madagascar, is 
dissipating, but could still cause more heavy rainfall 
in central and southern Mozambique. 

SITUATION OVERVIEW 
4. Regional: Excessive rainfall has affected the 

southern and central regions of southern and central 
Angola, northern Namibia, most of Zambia, south-
west Madagascar, northern Mozambique, northern 
and southern Malawi, and northern Botswana. 
Massive destruction and displacement has occurred 
in Angola and Namibia.  

5. The forecast for March- May is normal to above-
normal rainfall for most of the region, particularly 
northern Mozambique, Zambia, Angola and northern 
Namibia (see Map 1 below). The persistent warmer-
than-normal sea surface temperatures over the 
equatorial and southwest Indian Ocean are the 
cause of the very heavy rainfall currently 
experienced by the region. These conditions are 
conducive to the formation of tropical disturbances 
like cyclones, and flash flooding could continue to 
occur across the region. 
 

6. Angola: Since the beginning of 2009, excessive 
rainfall has affected the southern and central 
regions.Twenty-one people have died and an 
estimated 200,000 affected by floods in the 
provinces of Cunene, Kuando Kubango, Moxico, 
Malange, Bie, Huambo and Lunda Sul. The number 
is likely to increase once assessment teams are able 
reach areas made inaccessible by the floods. In 
some instances, military air and boat rescue have 
been required to evacuate the worst affected and 
isolated areas. There are also reports of extreme 
flooding of the Kavango, Zambezi and Chobe 
Rivers, which are of concern and require monitoring. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Map 1: SADC Rainfall Forecast: March – May 2009 

 Source: SADC DMC. Note: “A” indicates the percentage probability of 

 above-normal rainfall, “N” normal and “B” below normal. 

 

7. The Commission of Civil Protection reports that a 
large number of people have lost their houses (see 
Table 1 below). Schools and other public buildings 
are being used as shelters, resulting in the 
interruption of classes. Furthermore, more than 100 
schools have been destroyed, according to the 
Angolan Red Cross. Relocation camps have been 
established in Ongiva in Cunene provinces. 
Alternative classroom arrangements are a priority to 
ensure children do not miss schooling. 

 
Table 1: Flooding in Angola 

 

8. All provinces are reporting the destruction of crops 
and food reserves. In Moxico Province, 180 
agricultural fields have been devastated by 
elephants, and in Cunene Province 138,148 ha of 
agricultural land have been destroyed, with 150,000 
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head of cattle at risk of perishing. There is a concern 
that malnutrition rates will increase in the coming 
weeks. 
 

9. The Government of Angola is coordinating the flood 
response and has allocated US$10 million, utilized 
for the procurement of 200 metric tons of supplies 
(food and non-food items (NFIs)). The Government 
is also providing six cargo planes to facilitate the 
delivery of these supplies and those provided by 
international agencies. Agencies have already 
allocated US$ 600,000 of their own funding to 
initiate the response. However, given that the 
number and needs of affected is likely to increase, 
UNICEF, WHO and IOM has issued a US$ 2.3 
million CERF request to secure additional funding 
for the provision of shelter materials, medicines, 
NFIs, and water and sanitation supplies, which is 
pending approval. 
 

10. On 26 March 2009, USAID organized an inter-
agency assessment with IFRC, UNICEF, IOM and 
CRS to the provinces of Cunene and Kuando 
Kubango. The MoH, with support from WHO and 
UNICEF, are assessing health needs in Cunene 
Province. ECHO is planning an assessment to 
Namibia and the Cunene region from 3 to 7 April 
2009. General Laborinho of Civil Protection is also 
planning a field visit with a UN delegation. 
 

11. UNICEF has committed one water treatment unit to 
provide safe water, in addition to the unit already 
available in Ondjiva, as well as four water bladders 
of a total capacity of 30,000 litres and 35,000 jerry 
cans. Chlorine will be provided in the form of bags 
for community use and boxes of aqua tabs for family 
use, as well as 50,000 bars of soap. Oxfam, with 
Civil Protection, will provide 3,000 zinc sheets and 
416 latrines at 3 relocation camps, and with the Red 
Cross train 100 volunteers to conduct a health 
sensitization campaign. 

 
12. WHO has allocated 21,000 Euros to the MoH for 

emergency kits to ensure basic health care for about 
10,000 people in the Cunene region. The kits 
include five tons of medicine for diarrhoeal diseases, 
chlorine and other emergency materials. In addition, 
the following commodities are being dispatched to 
affected areas: 20,000 GoA-funded LLINs (Long 
lasting Insecticide-treated Nets), WHO-funded 
emergency kits containing 10,000 anti-malaria 
treatments, PMI-funded malaria rapid diagnostic 
tests, water purifying tablets, IV fluids and bio-safety 
equipment.  

 
13. Ensuring access to water and sanitation for the 

affected populations is the immediate response 
challenge. There is a critical need for latrines and 

medications to address possible escalations in 
malaria, waterborne diseases and cholera (of which 
there have already been 530 cases in Angola since 
3 January 2009). Inadequate public waste disposal 
and poor drainage raise further concerns for the 
potential of larger scale outbreaks and increase the 
risk of spreading water-borne diseases as the rainy 
season progresses. 

 

14. Botswana: There are media reports that flooding 
has occurred in district of Ngamiland in northern 
Botswana where the Okavango River is overflowing. 
According to these reports a total of 405 people 
have been displaced, and there is a likelihood that 
this number could increase as water levels continue 
to rise. Government is responding to the needs of 
the affected population by providing shelter and food 
to those displaced. Botswana Red cross is 
supporting Government by providing water treatment 
drugs, water tanks, tents, clothing and toilets to the 
affected settlements. Attempts are being made to 
confirm this information with the Government of 
Botswana 

 

15. Madagascar: Cyclone Izilda, which remains quasi- 
stationary off the south-west coast of Madagascar 
(200km west of Toliara), has weakened rapidly and 
is in the process of dissipating. Fishermen between 
the coasts of Morombe and Taolagnaro should 
however remain vigilant.  

 
Graphic 1: Predicted path of Cyclone Izilda 

Source: Tropical Storm Risk, University College London. Date: 27/03/09 
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16. Although the response to the previous two cyclones 

that affected Madagascar in January has been 
adequate,  
US$ 400,000 is still required as an emergency 
measure to rehabilitate 20 cyclone-damaged 
classrooms in order to keep some 3, 000 children 
from missing an entire school year. 
 
 

17. Malawi: During March 2009 flooding has affected 4 
districts: Nsanje, Chikwawa, Machinga in the 
Southern Region, and Karonga in the Northern 
Region. In Nsanje, 755 houses have been 
destroyed, and 1,360 ha of crops flooded, affecting 
3,400 households. In Machinga, 69 houses have 
been destroyed. In Karonga, 116 houses have been 
destroyed, and 355 ha of crops flooded, affecting 
402 households. In Chikwawa an assessment is 
currently underway. 

 
18. The Government of Malawi, through the Department 

of Disaster Management Affair, have provided relief 
supplies to Karonga and Nsanje, and will provide 
supplies to Machinga on 28 March 2009. 
Discussions are ongoing with the Department of 
Agriculture to provide agricultural inputs to those 
affected by the floods.  
 

19. Mozambique: On 20 March 2009, a tropical 
depression hit southern Niassa, Zambezia and 
Nampula Province, causing strong winds and rain. In 
the district of Cuamba (Niassa Province) 3,925 
people were affected by floods and 728 people have 
been relocated to 2 primary schools. The 
government has distributed food items and built 4 
latrines and one water point at one of the schools.  
INGC is providing non-food support with the Red 
Cross. In all affected areas of Niassa province there 
is still a need for shelter and food, and a need to 
ensure the prevention of cholera and malaria. 
Partners are being mobilised with local support, 
particularly the Red Cross. 

20. This depression moved to the Channel of 
Mozambique and developed into a tropical storm, 
named Cyclone Izilda (a category 1 cyclone with 
wind speed of 60 Km per hour) and is currently at 
200 km of the south-west coast of Madagascar.  At 
the moment precipitation is concentrated in the 
Mozambique Channel, and the National Disaster 
Management Institute (Instituto Nacional de Gestão 
de Calamidades, INGC) has sent out an alert for 
difficult sea conditions. 

21. The INGC’s 5-day forecast predicts that Cyclone 
Izilda will decrease in intensity over the next few 
days, reverting back to a tropical depression. Izilda 
is expected to move back towards Mozambique’s 
central and southern coast, possibly affecting the 
provinces of Inhambane, Gaza and Sofala. The 
weakening is a revision in the previous prediction of 
25 March 2009 that Izilda would gain strength, which 
led to the activation of the National Emergency 
Operations Centre (Centro Nacional Operativo de 
Emergencia, CENOE).  
 

22. Another system of depression seems to be forming 
at North East of Madagascar, which INGC is 
monitoring. 

 

23. River levels throughout the Zambezi basin are below 
alert levels (see Table 2 below). The Cahora Basa 
Dam was at 74% capacity on 23 March 2009, up 
from 70% on 10 March 2009.  

 
Table 2:  Mozambique: Trends in water levels  
at selected stations, March 2009 

 
Source: Mozambique National Hydrological Bulletins 

 
24. Namibia: Since the beginning of 2009 the north-

central and north-eastern regions of Namibia have 
experienced torrential rains. This area includes the 
regions of Oshana, Oshikoto, Ohangwena and 
Omusati, which lie within the Cuvelai basin, as well 
as the regions of Kavango and Caprivi. This has 
resulted in severe flooding. In the Cuvelai basin, the 
levels of the Cunene River and tributaries have 
started subsiding, although extensive damage is 
reported. In Kavango and Caprivi, the Chobe, 
Zambezi and Kavango rivers have reached heights 
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not recorded since 1963, and these continue to rise 
due to excessive rains upstream in Angola and 
Zambia.  

 

25. It is estimated that up to 350,000 people are 
affected, 92 killed and 13,000 displaced (of which 
9,200 to relocation camps). Numbers of people 
registering at relocation camps continue to grow. 
Unlike the rapid onset of the 2008 floods, the impact 
of the 2009 floods has been cumulative, with more 
devastation and human suffering due to the 
prolonged nature of the disaster. This year’s floods 
also damaged more public infrastructure, with more 
than 50% of roads damaged in the affected areas. 
Many of these roads and bridges were still under 
repair due to the 2008 floods. This has significantly 
reduced access of the affected population to health 
facilities, schools and market places. At least 412 
schools have been affected, including 159 closed, 
disrupting the education of over 56,106 learners. 
 

26. So far no dramatic increases of acute watery 
diarrhoea or cases of cholera have been reported, 
although there is a threat of an outbreak due to 
overflowing of sewerage ponds.  Health authorities 
are concerned that there may be an increase in 
malaria cases due to stagnating water. A recent 
livelihood assessment that formed part of 
Government-led inter-agency assessment indicates 
that the harvest is expected to be reduced by 63% 
due to the flooding. As a result, about 67% of the 
poor households will face an estimated food gap of 
20-30%.  

27. The President of the Republic of Namibia declared 
an emergency for the north-central and north-
eastern part of Namibia on 17 March 2009 and 
appealed for international assistance. UN Agencies 
have re-programmed some funds to respond to the 
current flood emergency response, but require 
additional resources to meet immediate and 
medium-term humanitarian needs. To address the 
shortfall, a Flash Appeal will be forthcoming. Further 
assessments are ongoing, on the basis of which this 
current appeal will be revised.  

28. To date the Government has allocated 109 million 
Namibian dollars (about US$10, 9 million) for the 
response, establishing 21 relocation camps in all 
affected regions and distributing NFIs, amongst 
other activities. UNICEF is supporting the 
Government in developing water and sanitation 
communication materials, assessing immediate 
education needs, and developing a plan of action 
for the Protection Cluster. UNFPA is supporting 
protection projects within the relocation camps. 

WHO is providing technical support to the 
Government in implementing emergency response 
plans. OCHA has dispatched a coordination 
specialist to assist in the development of the 
appeal, and UNDAC has arrived in country to 
support the Government in coordination, 
assessment and monitoring. IFRC has allocated 
US$124,473 to support the Namibian Red Cross 
Society (NRCS) in delivering immediate assistance 
to households in need of shelter, basic medicines, 
water purification and sanitation. The NRCS also 
appealed for 5, 2 million Namibian dollars to assist 
the Government in response efforts. The US 
Government has provided US$50,000 for boats and 
the distribution of relief items. 

 
29. Zambia: During the period of 11 – 20 March 2009, 

strong winds from north-east and north-west resulted 
in continuous and widespread moderate and heavy 
rainfall. Sixteen districts were affected, with the most 
affected provinces being Western, Eastern, Lusaka, 
Central and parts of Northern. It has been reported 
that 3 people have died and 45 houses destroyed in 
Shangombo district in Western Province. 
 

30. Chipata, the capital of Western Province, recorded 
highest rainfall in ten years - 2044mm. There have 
been reports of flash floods and an increase in water 
levels in the Zambezi basin. In Western and North-
Western province, crops along the Zambezi valley 
have been submerged and livestock confined to 
limited grazing areas. Heavy rainfall in the south-
west part of neighbouring Angola also increased the 
water levels of the Zambezi River.  

 
31. The disaster management and mitigation unit 

(DMMU) commissioned a VAC assessment to the 
affected 16 districts. Roads have been destroyed in 
many districts, and the Roads Development Agency 
is responding to an official requested to construct 
temporary bridges. The Government is supplying 
food and non-food items to affected districts, and 
has set up two relocation camps. The Government 
has not issued an international appeal, but is calling 
for support from partners. It is requesting that 
assistance be channelled through the Disaster 
Management and Mitigation Unit (DMMU), which is 
receiving logistical support from the Zambian air 
force for both aerial assessments and the 
distribution of supplies. More details regarding the 
situation will be provided once the assessment 
results are ready which should be in the next 10 
days. 
 
END. 
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