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11..  KEY ISSUES OF CONCERN KKEEYY  IISSSSUUEESS  OOFF  CCOONNCCEERRNN  
 
Security Council concern over Darfur situation  
The Security Council members held consultations on the situation in Sudan on 21 
December 2004. In a statement they revealed that they are deeply concerned with 
the “serious degradation of the security and humanitarian situation in Darfur and at 
the repeated violations of the ceasefire”. The members condemned these violations 
of the ceasefire as well as the shooting at an African Union helicopter. They called 
on the parties to abide by the ceasefire accord and by the security humanitarian 
protocols they signed in Abuja. The Security Council members reiterated their full 
support to the African Union efforts and to the AU mission in Darfur and called for 
an expeditious and full deployment of the African force and invited the Secretariat 
to consider further steps to galvanise and facilitate the rapid deployment of said 
force. They reminded all parties of their obligations to fully support and cooperate 
with the African Union mission in Darfur.  
 
SC-UK withdraws from Darfur  
Save the Children UK announced on 21 December 2004 that it was withdrawing 
from Darfur following the deaths of four staff members in two separate incidents 
over the previous two months, as well as a number of other serious security 
incidents. The Special Representative of the Secretary General, Jan Pronk, 
expressed his regret that the organisation had to terminate its operations in the 
region. The SRSG reiterated his strong condemnation of acts of violence targeting 
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humanitarian workers and made further calls on all parties to abide by the principles 
of international humanitarian law and by the terms of the humanitarian ceasefire 
agreement of 8 April 2004 as well as the Abuja Protocols of 9 November 2004 on 
security and humanitarian issues. He reminded the parties of their responsibility to 
ensure the safety and security of humanitarian workers. The Special Representative 
also expressed his appreciation and gratitude for the contribution of Save the 
Children UK and its staff in alleviating the suffering of victims of the Darfur conflict. 

 
JIM meeting focuses on current Darfur situation  
A meeting of the Joint Implementation Mechanism (JIM) was held on 19 December 
2004 in Khartoum and co-chaired by Foreign Minister Mustafa Ismail and Deputy 
Special Representative of the Secretary-General, Taye-Brook Zerihoun. The meeting 
focussed mainly on the current situation in Darfur with additional discussions on the 
recent agreement reached between GoS and the third Darfur rebel group, the 
National Movement for Reform and Development (NMRD), and the attack earlier this 
month on the Save the Children UK convoy that resulted in the deaths of two national 
staff. At this session, GoS reaffirmed its commitment to the cease-fire agreements 
and protocols it had signed, but, at the same time, stressed that it would not remain 
passive in the face of attack, or indications of imminent attack, by the rebels. 
 
Government plans to rehabilitate villages in West Darfur  
At a Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC) meeting on 29 November 2004, the 
Sudanese authority announced its plan to rehabilitate some villages in West Darfur 
with an intention of returning IDPs. The international humanitarian community 
expressed great concern over this plan in an inter-agency meeting called by UNHCR. 
The GoS plan aims for the voluntary return of displaced persons to their areas of 
origin following the provision of security and other social services. The estimated 
financial cost of the project is 1.765 billion Sudanese dinars. Identified localities 
include Zallingi, Waedi Salih, Gebel Murrah, Kulbus and Mukjar. Of the 75 identified 
towns and villages some are completely abandoned, some are abandoned but now 
populated with returnees, some have been completely destroyed and a small 
proportion remained inhabited.   
 
Inter-agency missions (including UNHCR, OCHA, UNDP, IOM, UNICEF and USAID) 
to the villages are taking place in order to assess and closely monitor developments 
on the ground. The reports are currently being compiled and analysed to determine 
possible trends and identify potential pilot projects which could be initiated in these 
areas to support the durable return of persons opting to return to these towns and 
villages.    
 
Latest Darfur Humanitarian Profile released  
The Darfur Humanitarian Profile as of 1 December 2004 was released on 23 
December 2004. A total of 1.66 million IDPs are estimated in the Darfur region 
(393,755 in North Darfur, 603,719 in South Darfur and 662,302 in West Darfur). The 
total conflict-affected population is estimated at 2.19 million people. Compared to the 
previous month, the total population has decreased by 89,281, entirely due to 
improved registration of residents and host communities. The total number of IDPs 
increased by about 7,884, also due to improved registration and the identification of 
new caseloads.      
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22..  KEY ACTIVIT IES KKEEYY  AACCTTIIVVIITTIIEESS  
 
Darfur environmental degradation and conflict conference   
UNAMIS (Civil Affairs) attended the Conference on Environmental Degradation and 
Conflict in Darfur on 15 and 16 December 2004. The conference was co-hosted by 
the Peace Research Institute, University of Khartoum and the UN University for 
Peace (Costa Rica). The deliberations focussed on the evolution of “intra – Darfurian” 
conflicts and the relationship between the dynamics of natural resource management 
and environmental degradation. The conference concluded there was a need for 
more research and analysis, especially vis-à-vis the importance of a comprehensive 
and strategic natural resource management strategy to address the intra-Darfur circle 
of conflict. The need for a conflict resolution framework was highlighted in addition to 
an analysis of actors and institutions that could play a role in reconciliation and 
conflict resolution. Stemming from this workshop, and based upon its 
recommendations and conclusions, UNAMIS (CA) will work with Darfur universities 
and other specialized institutions with the aim of arriving at an overall conflict analysis 
and resolution framework for Darfur. The main objectives of the framework are to 
create an inclusive analysis of the Darfur conflict and to support the development of 
“reconciliation” planning and strategising. 
 
JAM update 
The Joint Assessment Mission (JAM) is in its final stages of completion. A draft of all 
eight cluster reports, plus an additional report on the transitional areas (so-called "3 
areas"), will be ready for circulation by early January 2005. A small core team will 
convene in Addis Ababa from 26 January 2005 to draft the Synthesis (overview and 
summary) chapter, drawing on the findings of the clusters. The Budget and Results 
Matrices will also be completed at this time. UN agencies will be invited to comment 
and add to the cluster and synthesis reports as soon as they are available. 
 
Response to Whooping Cough Outbreak 
WHO, UNICEF, SPLM Secretariat of Health (SOH) and NGOs have responded to the 
whooping cough outbreak in Bunagok in Lakes Region. UNICEF is currently 
providing fuel and BP5 nutritional biscuits to the 600 mild to moderately malnourished 
children. The Medair team on ground is planning to treat 3,000 children over a nine-
day period. A high rate of malaria has been noted amongst children and medication 
has been administered to the affected. 
 
Measles and polio immunisation campaigns  
The Ministry of Health has been provided support by UNICEF to conduct measles 
campaigns in six states during the period 13 to 22 December 2004. Results are being 
collated. The targeted numbers of children under five are listed by state as follows: 
305,010 in Blue Nile, 555,676 in Sennar, 1,617,584 in Gezira, 681,380 in North 
Kordofan, 507, 910 in South Kordofan and 518,730 in West Kordofan.  
 
UNICEF and WHO are liaising closely with the federal Ministry of Health for a re-
invigorated campaign to eradicate polio in 2005. With 95 confirmed polio cases so far 
in 2004 – 40 of them in Khartoum – the disease poses a major health threat not only 
to children under five but also may have broader implications for Sudan if other 
countries move to keep Sudanese from entering their borders. The first round of polio 
National Immunisation Day (NIDs) has been set for 10-12 January 2005. 
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Refugee returnees assessment mission 
An inter-agency mission including UNHCR, WFP and OCHA assessed the situation 
of recent refugee returnees from Ethiopia to Blue Nile State from 8 to 10 December 
2004. The mission found that some 1, 600 Sudanese refugees who fled to Ethiopia 
during the conflict have returned to Damazine area, in the villages of Geissan and 
Bakori. The returnees, who are mainly women and children, were found to be in dire 
conditions and in need of immediate assistance. Follow up meetings were held with 
the participating agencies and with the HAC Commissioner of Blue Nile to coordinate 
assistance.  
 
Veterinary drugs and equipment sent to Darfur state capitals  
As part of its efforts to support livelihoods and protect the livestock assets of conflict-
affected and food insecure households in Darfur, FAO delivered 18 tonnes of 
veterinary drugs and equipment on 18 December 2004 to El Fasher, Nyala and El 
Geneina for distribution to NGOs operating in the livestock sector. FAO further 
supported its Sudan livestock campaign with new Letters of Agreement signed with 
Relief International, Cooperazione Internazionale (COOPI), World Relief, Canadian 
Hunger Foundation (CHF) and Tear Fund in Darfur, Woman Training and Promotion 
(WOTAP) in South Sudan and Concern in the Nuba Mountains. 
 
Radio project across 8 states  
The Sudan Radio and Television Corporation (SRTC) and UNICEF initiated 
discussions to integrate the community radio listening group project more fully into 
the SRTC structure. Now implemented in 8 states, this project is aimed at involving 
difficult-to-access communities in the production of 15-20 minute radio programmes 
on issues of interest to them. Sixty participants from eight states shared their 
experiences in a recent workshop. Now in its third year, the project has formed 370 
listening groups in remote communities, which meet regularly and has created a pool 
of 101 trained radio staff. Some 380 radio items covering 36 languages or dialects 
have been produced. SRTC is also discussing the licensing of a countrywide radio by 
UNAMIS, which may become operational in 2005. 
 

33..  GEOGRAPHICAL NEWS GGEEOOGGRRAAPPHHIICCAALL  NNEEWWSS  
 
Equatoria  
Lainya County: Action Against Hunger-USA (ACF-USA) carried out a rapid nutrition 
assessment from 3 to 7 December 2004 covering Lainya, Kopera, Mokaya and Kenyi 
payams. Based on the assessment, ACF-USA recommends that Norwegian People’s 
Aid (NPA) monitor the food security situation, WFP monitor the food security situation 
and respond accordingly, Malteser and Aktion Afrika Hilfe (AAH) increase the supply 
of essential drugs, Malteser and AAH carry out Health Education and hygiene 
promotion in their health centres and in the community and International Aid Services 
(IAS) to rehabilitate the non-functional boreholes.  
 
Jonglei 
Duk County (previously part of North Bor): After finding cases of Global Acute 
Malnutrition (GAM) and Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) in July 2004 and no agency 
intervention despite advocacy, ACF-USA and Medair have conducted a joint multi-
sectoral rapid needs assessment in Duk Padiet and Duk Payuel in November 2004 in 
order to assess the current situation in Duk County. Recommendations include: ACF-
USA to increase the capacity of the health structures to detect and treat severely 
malnourished individuals, ACF-USA to support the community in liaising with WFP to 
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sustain and strengthen its school feeding initiatives (and possibly a supplementary 
feeding program), CARE to monitor the food security situation and to provide seeds if 
needed for the next planting season, further feedback from Sudan Medical Care 
(SMC) and the Secretariat of Health (SOH) needed on current capacity to meet 
health needs reported in the area, joint discussion (SOH & SMC) on concrete plans 
for how to increase services in light of an anticipated worsening nutritional situation in 
the next quarter would be most helpful, Medair should further discuss with Church 
Ecumenical Action in Sudan (CEAS) their capacity to provide more spare parts for 
hand pump repairs in Duk Paidit, and consider providing further assistance if desired 
by CEAS, other agencies working in Duk should consider drilling additional boreholes 
in the area and the Jonglei Association for Relief, Rehabilitation and Development 
(JARRAD) should provide NGOs with timely and accurate returnee information and 
NFI needs. 
 
Lakes Region  
Rumbek: Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) informed that returning refugees in 
Rumbek are reporting cases of looting along return routes. NRC have recommended 
that assistance packages be handed to retuning refugees upon arrival at their final 
destination. 
 
Bahr El Ghazal 
Aweil West and Aweil North: The socio-cultural assessment of food sourcing and 
sharing in the communities of Aweil West and Aweil North facilitated by Concern and 
conducted between July and August 2004 suggests the following: (i) the Food 
Security Programme should target women as they play a key role in food sourcing 
and agricultural activities, (ii) Since women were found to be creative and proactive in 
the undertaking of income-generating activities (IGAs) such as waged labour and 
selling food and non-food items with the goal of continuing food supplies to their 
households, programmes should investigate ways of encouraging/strengthening 
women’s capacity to engage in such IGAs, (iii) Long-term programmes should 
incorporate factors such as social mechanisms that serve to encourage food-sharing 
in communities when formulating food security strategies.   
 
West Kordofan  
Abyei: Due to administrative delays in obtaining travel authorisations, the joint 
UNDP/UNICEF/GOAL/SC-US education assessment mission planned for Abyei from 
8-12 December 2004 was postponed by one week. The next step will be to carry out 
a cross-border mission. UNICEF reiterated the need for OCHA to support and initiate 
multi-sectoral interagency missions in return/resettlement areas. 
 
Nuba Mountains 
Rashad County: A Nutritional Anthropometric Survey was conducted by ACF-USA in 
Kumbur Payam of Rashad County from 9 to 27 November 2004. Recommendations 
include: increase of drug supplies by SC-USA with the support of UNICEF or other 
donors, ACF-USA to discuss a possible collaboration with SC-USA in increasing the 
capacity of the existing health facility to treat acutely malnourished individuals, 
CONCERN World Wide to continue implementing food security program in the region 
and SC-USA to initiate health education and hygiene promotion, nutritional education 
and mother and child care at the health centres and community levels. 
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44..  TRAINING AND SURVEYS TTRRAAIINNIINNGG  AANNDD  SSUURRVVEEYYSS  
 
Fuel-efficient training in West Darfur  
In collaboration with the Intermediate Technology Development Group (ITDG), FAO 
completed a Training of Trainers workshop for 30 participants in West Darfur in the 
construction and use of fuel-efficient stoves. Trainees were selected from NGO staff 
working with IDPs and host communities. World Relief anticipated training 40 women 
IDPs in stove construction during its inaugural training session (post-workshop) in 
El Geneina, yet 66 women insisted on attending the popular and valuable course.  
 
Teacher training in Jonglei  
The Ministry of Education in Jonglei was supported by UNICEF in December for the 
training of 50 teachers. The training course was conducted by the In-service 
Educational Teacher Training Institute (ISETI) and included gender and grassroots 
peace building issues. 
 

55..  UPCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS UUPPCCOOMMIINNGG  MMEEEETTIINNGGSS  AANNDD  EEVVEENNTTSS  
 

• The first Security Management Team (SMT)/Management team to be held in 
Rumbek will take place on 11 January 2005 
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66..  FFF UUU NNN DDD III NNN GGG    NNN EEE WWW SSS    
 
 
 

Sudan Funding News  
Australia  

Darfur Crisis Australia will provide an additional AU$10 million to help relieve the suffering of 
people in Darfur, Sudan and in Eastern Chad. $ 7 million has been allocated for 
Darfur and $3 million for Eastern Chad.  
 
The funding will be channelled through the World Food Programme and other 
aid agencies including UNICEF, ICRC, Care Australia, Oxfam CAA and World 
Vision Australia. It will be used for emergency food aid, logistical operations, 
emergency assistance, health care, water supply and sanitation and the 
protection of civilians 

US$ 7,649,800  

Denmark  

Danish Red Cross Protection of civilians against violations of international law and strengthening of 
search unit (Darfur) 

US$ 896,122

Norway  

OCHA For coordination of humanitarian activities in Sudan (outside Darfur), including 
support to the Sustainable Returns Team for the tracking of returnees. 

US$ 570,000

UNICEF Capacity building and programme support in southern Sudan US$ 160,000

UNICEF Removal of children from armed forces (for year 2005) US$ 480,000

United Kingdom 

WFP £5m contribution to WFP’s Emergency Roads Rehabilitation Programme in 
Sudan 

£5,000,000
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