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By the Numbers 
 

39 
people killed 
 

2,532 
people injured  
 

52,113 
people displaced 
 

16, 560 
buildings damaged, including 
houses, health centers, schools, 
mosques and office buildings  
 

Sources:  
UNOCHA, 07/10/2013 

 
 

SITUATION OVERVIEW 
 On July 2, 2013, at 2:37 pm local time (3:37 am Eastern Daylight Time), a 

6.1 magnitude earthquake struck northern Sumatra’s Aceh Province at a 
depth of 10 km, or 6.2 miles. The Government of Indonesia (GoI) 
Meteorological, Climatological and Geophysical Agency reported at least 
two aftershocks of magnitudes 5.5 and 5.3 on July 2. 

 The GoI reports that the earthquake displaced more than 12,300 
households, or approximately 52,100 people.  Approximately 32,000 
internally displaced persons (IDPs) are located in Central Aceh District, 
while nearly 20,000 are in Bener Meriah District. Most IDPs are living in 
emergency tents outside their damaged houses, according to the U.N. 
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA). 

 The GoI plans to conclude its emergency response phase on July 17. 
Following this date, emergency assistance may continue in areas most 
affected by the earthquake, UNOCHA reports.  

 Aceh Province regularly experiences earthquakes. Indonesia is located on 
the Pacific “Ring of Fire” where the collision of tectonic plates causes 
frequent seismic and volcanic activity, according to international media. In 2004, a 9.1 magnitude earthquake 
off the coast of Sumatra trigged a tsunami that killed approximately 230,000 people around the Indian Ocean. 

 The July 2 earthquake is not reported to pose a tsunami threat. 
 

EARTHQUAKE IMPACTS IN LWR PROJECT AREAS 
 The earthquake struck Bener Meriah, where LWR currently has an agriculture project through coffee 

cooperatives that empowers local farmers to improve the quality and quantity of coffee production. 

 LWR’s cooperative partners reported structural damage to cooperative buildings and varying degrees of 
damage to farmer housing in the 21 villages in which LWR works. 
 

LWR’S RESPONSE  
 On July 6 and 7 two LWR staff visited earthquake-affected areas of Bener Meriah to conduct a rapid needs 

assessment and participate in humanitarian coordination meetings with the GoI 
Disaster Management Agency (BNPB), UNOCHA and other humanitarian actors.   

 LWR staff visited Ketol and Kuta Panang subdistricts, which were most affected by 
the quake, and met with IDPs in Burlah, Kala Ketol, Lubun Sabun, Wai Nongkal and 
Dedingin villages. LWR staff found nearly 330 displaced households, composed of 
1,300 IDPs, in assessed areas.   

 Through local coffee cooperative partners, LWR plans to commence emergency 
response activities—including the procurement and distribution of blankets to 
protect affected populations from cooler night temperatures and provision of large 
tents to villages to provide shelter and serve as communal spaces—beginning the 
week of July 14.  

 
SHELTER 

 Following the earthquake, local authorities carried out village assessments in Bener 
Meriah and Central Aceh, finding more than 52,100 people displaced, which 
represents nearly 30 percent of the total population of the two districts, UNOCHA 
reports. In the most-affected subdistricts of Ketol and Kuta Panang, the earthquake 
displaced more than 50 percent of the population. 
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 Village assessments also provided an overview of damage to houses and buildings by the earthquake. As of 
July 10, UNOCHA reported that approximately 16,560 structures were found to be damaged. The earthquake 
severely damaged more than 6,000 houses, moderately damaged nearly 3,100 houses and slightly damaged 
nearly 7,000 houses in Bener Meriah and Central Aceh. 

 On July 9, Indonesia’s President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono visited Ketol Subdistrict to see firsthand the 
effects of the earthquake. The President announced the provision of a maximum of 40 million Indonesian 
rupiah—or $4,000 USD—to families whose houses were severely damaged, 20 million Indonesian rupiah—or 
$2,000 USD—for those whose houses were moderately damaged and 10 million Indonesian rupiah—or $1,000 
USD—for those whose houses received minor damage. Universities in Aceh will provide assistance with 
additional shelter assessments and verification of beneficiaries.  

 In response to shelter needs and to provide a place for people to gather during Ramadan, LWR is working with 
a local partner to distribute large tents to approximately eight villages impacted by the earthquake.  

 
ADDITIONAL HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE  
 The GoI Disaster Management Agency (BNPB) is distributing food and necessary household items to 

communities affected the earthquake.  

 According to UNOCHA, the GoI Ministry of Public Works has cleared main roads in affected areas that were 
damaged by the earthquake or blocked by landslides. Electricity and communication networks have been also 
restored and are regularly running in 80 percent of affected areas. 

 LWR staff in Indonesia report that tents, shelter, food and necessary household items remain a priority for 
affected populations, particularly in areas isolated from IDP sites and relief distribution points. 

 The GoI Ministry of Social Affairs is providing clothing, tents, electricity generators, mattresses, sarongs and 
other household items to affected populations, according to UNOCHA. The ministry has also doubled the 
number of youth volunteers operating in Central Aceh and Bener Meriah from 110 to 220 people. The 
volunteers are supporting relief distributions, as well as operating nine public kitchens. 

 To ensure that affected populations have sufficient clean drinking water, the GoI Ministry of Public Works has 
deployed 10 water tanks, UNOCHA reports. The Government of Aceh has also provided mobile toilets. Other 
humanitarian actors are distributing additional water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) supplies. 

 UNOCHA has established a number of clusters—or groups that promote coordination between humanitarian 
actors responding to an emergency on the ground—including the Shelter, Health, Protection and WASH 
clusters, to coordinate relief efforts. 

 

 
 Damage to a house as a result of the July 2nd earthquake 


