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Activities and Updates 
Repatriation and reintegration of 
Burundian refugees 
Since the beginning of this year, a total of 81,641 
Burundian refugees have returned including 
spontaneous returnees who beneficiated of return 
package: 435 in January, 1,991 in February, 8,377 
in March, 6,675 in April, 5,272 in May, 19,635 in 
June, 17,504 in July, 9,640 in August, and 8,441 in 
September, and 3,851 so far in October. Most of the 
repatriate persons are from Tanzania.  
 
Since 2002, up-to-date 460,438 Burundian refugees 
returned to the home country. 
 
Humanitarian Committee meeting  
An inclusive Humanitarian Country Team involving 
UN agencies, the Red Cross/Red Crescent 
Movement, key donors on ad-hoc basis (mainly 
ECHO, DFID as well as the Belgian, Dutch 
embassies) and RESO (a federation of international 
NGOs working in Burundi) met on 15 October, to 
endorse the cluster arrangements in the country, 
and were unanimous in seeing the clusters 
activated in case of new serious emergency 
requiring additional support to the Government. It 
was the view that humanitarian issues should not be 
systematically considered only as “emergency” 
matters but should be integrated into key or 
sensitive ongoing activities of the United Nations 
system. Emergency preparedness will be treated as 
an integral part of any recovery or development 
program. It was on not creating additional levels of 
coordination but to integrate the humanitarian 
component into existing relevant sector groups of 
the PRSP.  

Update on food aid distribution 
WFP distributed 170 tons of food reaching a total of 
14,453 beneficiaries It should be noted that only 
four activities were fully implemented due to pipeline 

breaks caused by regional exportation restrictions: 
Activities included  1) Health and Nutrition projects 
reaching 8, 262 beneficiaries (69 tons), 2) 
 Assistance to HIV/Aids programmes and Social 
centres reaching 768 beneficiaries (12 tons), 3) the 
repartiation programme distributed 78.5 tons for 4, 
935 returnees from Tanzania and 4) the refugee  
programme served 578 refugees in two camps 
with10 tons of food (The new arrivals to the Musasa 
camp). 

Following the recommendations  of a recent WFP 
Urban  Assessment Study on the  impact  of  
soaring food prices in urban areas (Vulnerability and  
food Insecurity  in Three Urban Areas of Burundi), 
WFP is together with partners (Ministry  of  
Solidarity,  UNICEF,  FAO,UNESCO,  BINUB  and 
IFAD and Local Associations)  preparing  safety net 
interventions targeting the poorest of the  poor  and 
destitute  families.   The  propose target group is the 
one revealed  by  the  study  to  be  most affected  
by the crisis  due their of limited  access  to 
employment opportunities and limited coping 
;echanisms. Interventions will cover the periphery 
areas of Bujumbura, Gitega and Ngozi.  WFP 
immediate response will focus on community based 
nutrition support to assist children and their others 
through a wet-feeding and take home ration. 

Human rights violations 
During the week under review, HR&JOs continued 
to receive reports of persisting harassment against 
opposition political parties. On 10 October, the 
Police prevented an Alliance Démocratique pour le 
Renouveau (ADR) meeting in Bujumbura meanwhile 
on the following day, 21 members of UPD-
Zigamibanga party were arrested in Ngozi Province 
by the administrator of Tangara Commune on 
allegations of holding an illegal meeting. They were 
released on 14 October; meanwhile in Makamba 
Province, another UPD-Zigamibanga member who 
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was arrested and detained on similar allegations 
during a whole month was finally released on 9 
October. It is worth mentioning that in the past few 
weeks UPD-Zigamibanga party has been 
particularly targeted by the authorities as it is 
perceived as the “Trojan horse” of the pro-Radjabu 
militants. 

HR&JOs also followed up the prison transfer of 
Pasteur Mpawenayo, former pro-Radjabu CNDD-
FDD Member of Parliament from Bujumbura Mairie 
to Rutana province. Although the reasons of his 
transfer remain unclear as he is supposed to appear 
before a court in Bujumbura, it should be recalled 
that Mr. Mpawenayo’s arrest and detention since 
July 2008 is also viewed as politically motivated. 

This week also, HR&JOs monitored the trial of the 
FDN soldiers accused of involvement in the 
summary execution of at least 30 civilians in 2006 in 
Muyinga Province. The absence in this case of the 
main defendant, Colonel Vital Bangirinama, former 
Commander of the fourth military region is 
hampering the judicial process. Colonel 
Bangirimana fled the country in January 2008 after 
confessing to the summary executions. A red notice 
was reportedly made public by Interpol subsequent 
to an arrest warrant issued by the Government of 
Burundi. 

With regards to capacity building and training 
activities, 11 awareness raising sessions were held 
in nine provinces within the framework of the 
integrated strategy to fight sexual violence against 
women and children. A total of 650 persons, 
including 343 men were in attendance. Meanwhile a 
series of theater plays on human rights were 
launched in the context of the 60th anniversary of 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR). 

Protection and community 
reintegration of returnees 
 
The Legal Aid Clinic Project of the African Centre 
for the Constructive Resolution of Disputes 
(ACCORD) successfully mediated 5 disputes in the 
communes of Kinyinya, Giharo, Rumonge and 
Nyanza-Lac (in provinces of Ruyigi, Rutana, Bururi 
and Makamba respectively). All disputes were 
related to land. In addition, 8 people received legal 
advice from ACCORD and were after referred to 
either Avocats sans Frontières (ASF) or to relevant 
judiciary institutions. These initiatives assisted 
towards the reintegration of returnees into 
communities, the promotion of reconciliation and the 
protection of returnees. 

Assistance to Burundians expelled 
from Tanzania 
The Government project for the reintegration of war-
affected persons (PARESI) registered 225 
Burundians (66 families) expelled from Tanzania 
who arrived through the entry points of  Gisuru / 
Ruyigi Province 49 persons (12 families), Mishiha / 
Cankuzo Province 12 persons (5 families), Mabanda 
/ Makamba Province 131 persons (39 families) and 
Kobero / Muyinga Province 33 persons (20 families). 
 
Since 01 January, 6,149 expelled persons (2,555 
families) have returned to their home country. 

Food World day 
World food safety: the Challenges of Climate 

Change and Bioenergy: Focus on Burundi 

It appear that a question of bringing urgent 
solutions further to an acute food safety situation 
and worsened for a few years by serious and 
recurring climatic disturbances is critical. Indeed: 
 
The evolution of the comparison of production and 
demography is very unbalanced since ten years; 
for the period the 1993-2008 population passed 
from 6 million to more than 8 million inhabitants 
whereas the average annual production per 
inhabitant passed from 0,61 tons in 1988-1993 to 
0,47 tons in 2008, (25% of reduction). The 
report/ratio of a mission of evaluation of harvests 
led in June 2008 revealed a very important deficit 
in foodstuffs (33% of the interior availabilities) for 
this year. 
 

About half of the population strongly depends on 
the market to feed, and this in a context of regular 
rise of prices, of fall of the employment offer and 
very weak variation of the household’s income. As 
example, for forty foodstuffs follow-ups in June 
2008 by FAO on the Bujumbura central market, 
only five knew a fall of price compared to June 
2007. Contrary, the remainder of the followed 
products knew a rise in price ranging between 
20% and 139%. 
Confronted with an insufficient soaring food as 
with a rise of the prices which erodes their 
purchasing power more, the majority of the 
Burundians have today much evil to ensure a 
sufficient supply in quantity and quality, and to 
satisfy at the same time their other not-food 
fundamental needs (health, education, etc). 
Currently, the purchases of soaring food and 
condiments count for nearly 65% of the total 
expenditure of the households. 
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The efforts of FAO to relieve the households 
vulnerable to Burundi are multiple and intensify. 
Between September and October 2008 FAO will 
have distributed agricultural inputs to 176,450 
households (approximately 900,000 people) for 
the installation of the agricultural season 2009A. 
This operation covers 69% of the whole of the 
population - 254.850 households - assisted this 
season by the humane community of Burundi. 
This program is carried out in collaboration with 
several partners of which CRS and GTZ, which 
cover together a total of 75.900 households. 
Moreover, various programs of rehabilitation are 
in hand, with specific projects (e.g. : repopulation 
of the livestock, installation of the marshes, 
construction of the storage houses of harvests, 
starts again production of fruits, support to the 
Community structures, and support with the 
production of seeds of quality) aiming at the 
durable raising of the agricultural and para-
agricultural activities. 
 
Lastly, since the beginning of this year FAO 
accompanies the Burundian government in its 
efforts to fight against the rise of the prices. In 
addition to one national workshop and studies led 
jointly by the government and FAO in order to 
work out and to put pursuant to the viable and 
effective strategies revival of agriculture and of 
fight against the rise of the prices, FAO already 
granted a financing to Burundi within the 
framework of the total program of support to the 
countries confronted with the problems of the 
prices of the soaring food. The national 
mobilization to contain the rise of the prices and 
to start again the agricultural sector posts already 
encouraging results; indeed, the government has, 
these last months, taken concrete measures, in 
particular: (I) increase in June 2008 of the 
extraordinary budget of investment in the 
agriculture which passed from 8,258 billion to 
approximately 17 billion Fbu; (II) the creation of a 
National Commission of Follow-up and Promotion 
of Food Security; and (III) suppression of the 
customs duties for the fuels, carburizing more 
used in particular in transport of the goods. 
 

The topic of the World Food Day of this 
year which is “World food Security: the Challenges 
of Climate Change and Bioenergy”, is an occasion 
to promote the conclusions of the High-level 
Conference in order to as fast as possible 
implement them. 

We all are affected by the climate change, but the 
poorest areas are already the first victims.  Their 
situation is likely to worsen during next decades. 
The climate change will have an impact on the 
availability out of ground and water like on the 
biodiversity. The change of the temperatures and 

rainfalls as well as the increased frequency of the 
extreme weather phenomena, are likely to involve 
deficits of agricultural production with negative 
effects on the access to food. 

So the climate change is suitable for 
increase the migratory movements towards richer 
countries whereas the rise of the sea level could 
force many communities, alive in coastal zones of 
low altitude and in the deltas, to migrate towards 
higher lands. These risks must be duly taken today 
into account. And analyzes it food security must 
thus be placed in a radically new context. 

In this world Day of the food 2008, we invite every 
one to popularize the Declaration of the High-level 
Conference on World Food Security by mobilizing 
all the recipients: governments, international 
institutions, agricultural professional 
organizations, civil company and private sector, 
for its implementation.  It is now that it is 
necessary to act. More than ever, the future of 
planet depends on our capacity to support the 
development of agriculture in the poorest 
countries. 

The rising food prices and energy during 
three last years caused to increase by 75 million the 
number of hungry people at the end of 2007.  This 
crisis is due to the fall of the agricultural investments 
in the poorest countries during 30 last years.  The 
share of agriculture in the Government aid with the 
development passed from 17% in 1980 to 3% in 
2006.  The financial institutions reduced in a drastic 
way their financings to agriculture.  It is necessary to 
quickly reverse this tendency to return at the initial 
level. 

Contact:  
FAO Burundi 
P.O. Box 1250 Bujumbura 
Telephone : (257) 22 21 00 99 or 22 24 66 03 
 
 


