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1. Supreme Court Negates Practice of Requiring Registration Refusal Certificate as Condition for 

Initiating Judicial Proceedings 
 

Background: NGCA residents seeking registration of birth or 

death that occurred in NGCA have to go through a judicial 

process in the GCA to obtain a court ruling and further submit it 

to the civil acts registration body. However, under the existing 

practice, such judicial process can only be initiated after the 

applicant initially obtains a Refusal Certificate from the civil 

acts registration body. This unnecessary box-ticking procedural 

requirement comes at a heavy cost to the NGCA residents who 

have to make additional travel arrangements.  

Recent Developments: On 22 April 

2021, the Supreme Court of Ukraine 

reviewed a petition regarding the 

judicial practice of establishment of 

birth/death facts occurred within the 

NGCA, filed by the Deputy Prime-

Minister of Ukraine in charge of the 

Minister for Temporarily Occupied 

Territories’ Reintegration. 

 

Findings of the Supreme Court and its Force: 
 

 The Court concluded that judicial establishment of birth/death facts occurred within the NGCA does 

not require submission of the Registration Refusal Certificate; 
 

 The Supreme Court has already disseminated its findings on the matter to all the Courts of Appeal in 

Ukraine, which will further instruct all first instance courts under their respective jurisdictions; 
 

 These conclusions are outlined as a methodology in a letter form – and thus do not have the Court’s 

jurisprudence (case-law) status and binding authority. However, such methodology has a heavy 

persuasive value for the subordinate judiciary. 
 

Significance with regards to ‘e-baby’ online service: The ‘e-baby’ online service provides NGCA residents 

with remote access to a large number of birth-related social and administrative services and benefits. Despite 

the fact that service was made available in February 2021,
1
 the requirement for securing a Refusal Certificate 

remained a considerable hurdle for many parents. Now, apart from submitting the claim to the court, NGCA 

residents can apply and access all ‘e-baby’ related services online. 

  
2. Parliament Increases Assistance to Children With Disabilities Caused by Mine Accidents   

 

Background: Currently, mine victims with disabilities can access monthly state disability assistance, 

available for all persons with disabilities in Ukraine. Provision of assistance to mine victims on such 

grounds does not meet international mine victim assistance standards, as it  i) conditions provision of 

the assistance on obtaining a disability; ii) does not reflect special scope of the state’s protection 

                                                      
1
 Generally, ‘e-Baby’ requires parents to obtain a medical birth statement (issued by the GCA-based hospitals) to use the 

service. On 24 February 2021, the Cabinet issued Resolution No. 155 allowing to use the service with an electronic court 

ruling that establishes the fact of birth to minimise the necessary travelling. For additional information, please see DRC-DDG 

Legal Alert Issue 61: February, 2021 – Section 3. 

https://www.minre.gov.ua/sites/default/files/vsu.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/02_2021_drc-ddg_legal_alert_eng.pdf


 
 

 

responsibilities towards mine victims comparing to cases of disabilities obtained in the ways not 

related with the conflict and the state’s failure to secure person’s right to life and health. Amended 

Mine Action Law outlines mine victims’ right to an increased disability assistance (which mitigates 

the second assistance concern), but does not specify the scope of the increase.  

 

Recent Development: On 21 May 2021, the Parliament adopted Law No. 1477-IX amending the law 

on State Social Assistance to Children with Disabilities. The amendment increases monthly social 

assistance by 50% when a child’s disability is the resulted of an explosive object (child mine 

victims). The law is effective from 1 July, 2021. Accordingly, the assistance will grow from 1,298 

UAH to 1,946 UAH per month.  The assistance is expected to grow further marginally in the future as 

it is currently indexed with the living wage for persons who have lost their ability to work.
2
 

 

Constraints  Role of the Development: 
 

 The assistance only relates to child mine victims who have 

suffered a disability as a result of the mine accident. The Mine 

Action Law, on the other hand, provides the right to increased 

assistance to all child mine victims with no regards to 

disabilities. Due to the limited availability of data on mine 

survivors, the depth of possible disenfranchisement caused by 

the narrow interpretation is unclear; 
 

 When a child mine victim who has acquired a disability as a 

result of the accident reaches 18 years of age, he/she will 

receive a regular (non-increased) assistance package, similar 

to that of any other person with disability, with no regards          

to the accident background. 

 

The newly adopted law partially 

implements Article 10 of the 

MAL. This development creates 

positive catalyst for further 

implementation of other mine 

victim assistance guarantees 

provided under Article 10, 

including right to one-time 

monetary assistance, annual 

healthcare assistance, and             

free rehabilitation.
3
 

 

3. Cabinet Adopts Action Plan On Countering and Preventing Domestic and Gender-Based Violence  
 

On 21 April 2021, the Cabinet issued Directive No. 361-p adopting a Plan of Urgent Actions on Preventing 

and Countering Domestic and Gender-Based Violence and Protection of its Victims. The Plan outlines 17 

urgent tasks detailed in separate actions, timelines, and stakeholders responsible for the execution. 
 

Urgent tasks provided under the plan include: 
 

 Improving coordination between the stakeholders; 
 

 Organising human resources and building their capacities; 
 

 Operationalisation and funding of specialised victim support services; 
 

 Operationalisation of the State Register of domestic and gender based violence cases, 

organisation of the effective monitoring of cases; 
 

                                                      
2
 The assistance is defined at the level of 70% of living wage for persons who have lost their ability to work. The living wage 

changes three times a year in a line with the annual state budget for the respective year – in January, July, and December. 

Within this article, the assistance is calculated based on the living wage indicator set from 1 July, 2021 to 1 December, 2021. 
3
 For additional information on mine victim assistance guarantees under the amended Mine Action Law, see DRC-DDG 

Special Legal Alert: Mine Action Amendment – Issue 56. 

http://w1.c1.rada.gov.ua/pls/zweb2/webproc4_2?pf3516=3573&skl=10
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/361-2021-р#Text


 
 

 

 Improving regulation on the matters of the violence victims’ protection, violence prevention, and 

abusers’ liability enforcement, including liability for stalking; 
 

 Enhancing actions for the creation of mobile domestic violence response groups and activities of 

juvenile prevention units; 
 

 Mainstreaming  non-violence and non-discrimination principles in educational processes; 
 

 Developing regulation on reconciliation in domestic violence cases and access to divorce procedure; 
 

 Ensuring effective information distribution in regards to rights of the victims, protection 

mechanisms and services provided by the state and non-state actors, and liabilities of the abusers; 

supporting civil society educational activities on the matter. 

 
4. Cabinet Approves Action Plan for National Strategy for Regional Development 

 

On 12 May 2021, the Cabinet issued Directive No. 497-p adopting Action Plan 2023 on the State 

Regional Development Strategy 2027.
4
 Outlined in nearly 100 pages, the Action Plan defines 17 

operational tasks, built around three strategic aims.  
 

The table below summarises the Plan’s reference to the regions and people affected by the conflict:  
 

Operative Actions Focal Stakeholders Timeframe 
 

Recovery and development of the conflict-affeced regions and structural redesign of their economy 
 

Actualisation and extension of the State programme 

on recovery and peacebuilding in the eastern regions 

of Ukraine under Cabinet Resolution No. 1071. 

Ministry for TOT 
Reintegration (MRTOT), 
Regional State Adminisrations 
(RSAs), Local Self-
Government (LSGs), 
Development Partners 

By 1 July 

2021 

 

Drafting Strategies for Donetsk and Luhansk Regional 

Economic Development 2030 and corresponding 

Action Plans for the period of 2021-2023. 
 

MRTOT, Luhansk and 
Donetsk RSAs 

By 1 July 

2021 

 

Ensuring dissemination of crucial informational 

content aimed at integration of residents of NGCA 

and bordering territories. 
 

MRTOT, Ministry of Culture 
and Informational Policy 

-- 

 

Integration of IDPs within the hosting communities 
 

Operationalising effective integration monitoring 

through the creation of a needs assessment mechanism. 

MRTOT, Ministry of Social 
Policy, Ministry of Digital 
Transformation 

 

By 1 
December 

2021 
 

Creation of opportunities for the expansion of  IDP 

temporary and durable housing stock . MRTOT, MinRegions, LSGs 

 

By 1 

December 

2023 
 

 

Monitoring of local progress on creation and 

expansion of IDP temporary housing stock. MinRegions, RSAs Biannually 

  

                                                      
4
 For more information about the State Regional Development Strategy 2021-2027, see DRC-DDG Legal Alert Issue 55: 

August, 2020 – Section 3.  

https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/497-2021-р#Text
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/1071-2017-п
https://reliefweb.int/report/ukraine/ukraine-drc-ddg-legal-alert-issue-55-august-2020-enruuk


 
 

 

 

Operative Task 3: Creation of grounds for TOT reintegration 
 

Forming priorities and Action Plans with regards to 

fulfiling cultural needs of TOT residents. 

MRTOT, Ministry of Culture 
and Informational Policy, 
Ministry for Communities and 
Territories Development 
(MinRegions), RSAs, LSGs  

By 1 March 

2022 

 

Based on the Action Plan, the Ministry for Regional Development of Ukraine in cooperation with 

regional state administrations must design respective regional plans by 1 October, 2021. 

 
Some of the terminology used in this issue of the Legal Alert was taken from draft laws or current 
legislation and does not necessarily reflect the position of DRC-DDG. 
 

This document covers humanitarian aid activities implemented with the financial assistance of the 
European Union. The views expressed herein should not be taken, in any way, to reflect the official 
opinion of the European Union, and the European Commission is not responsible for any use that may be 
made of the information it contains. 
 

This document is made possible by the generous support of the American people through the Office of 
Weapons Removal and Abatement in the U.S. State Department’s Bureau of Political-Military Affairs 
(PM/WRA). The views expressed herein should not be taken, in any way, to reflect the official opinion of 
the U.S. Department of States and the U.S. States Department is not responsible for any use that may be 
made of the information it contains. 
 

This document is made possible by the generous support of the American people through the United 
States Agency for International Development (USAID). The contents are the responsibility of Danish 
Refugee Council-Danish Demining Group and do not necessarily reflect the views of the USAID or the 
United States Government. 
 

This document has been co-funded by UK aid from the UK government; however, the views expressed do 
not necessarily reflect the UK government’s official policies. 


