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Kurmuk, the booming border town 
 
The brand-new hut barely 
stands on its feet, but 
Sumaya doesn’t care. She’s 
happy that she has finally 
made it to a safe place 
where she hopes to make a 
better life for herself and her 
family. A month ago, Sumaya 
and her husband decided 
that he would stay in Keli, 
while she would move with 
their 2 children and an infant 
to Kurmuk, Blue Nile State. 
They had heard that the town 
was being cleared from 
dangerous mines, and that 
now was a good time to 
settle there. 
 
Blue Nile State is located in 
south-eastern Sudan, with a 
population of approximately 
600,000. The state is one of 
the ‘Three Areas’ which do 
not yet fall under northern or 
southern administration as 
per the Comprehensive 
Peace Agreement (CPA). 
Since 2006, an estimated 
23,800 returnees reached 
Blue Nile, the majority of 
whom had taken refuge in 
neighbouring Ethiopia 
(source RRR 2008 report), 
and the national government 
is currently running a 
campaign to repatriate IDPs 
in Khartoum to the region.  
 
Although the security 
situation is generally stable, 
the Kurmuk area is still 
considered unpredictable 
because of the political 
situation in the region and 
the heavy presence of 
landmines laid during the 
conflict between the Sudan 
People’s Liberation Army and 

the Government of Sudan 
Armed forces. The town of 
Kurmuk lies at the foot of a 
hill and is surrounded by four 
minefields in a U-shape, 
increasing the threat to 
civilian populations, and 
preventing the swift return of 
people to the region. 
 
RONCO, MECHEM, the Nuba RONCO, MECHEM, the Nuba RONCO, MECHEM, the Nuba RONCO, MECHEM, the Nuba 
Mountains Mine Action Mountains Mine Action Mountains Mine Action Mountains Mine Action 
Service and the PakistaService and the PakistaService and the PakistaService and the Pakistani ni ni ni 
Military Demining Company Military Demining Company Military Demining Company Military Demining Company 
(PMDC)(PMDC)(PMDC)(PMDC) have been working 
in the area, clearing roads 
and land, to facilitate access 
of humanitarian convoys and 
enabling resettlement. 
 
As he supervises his men in 
the training area, Lt Colonel 
Tariq Saeed from the PMDC 
sums up the situation: “In 
the 10 months that our 
platoon has been here, we 
have seen hundreds of 
people come from all over 
the region to settle in 
Kurmuk. On April 19, we 
handed over 97,000 m2 of 
cleared land to the local 

authorities, which will allow 
even more families to come. 
It has been a real privilege to 
be part of such a process.” 
 
And indeed, houses are 
being built in the blink of an 
eye, some people even laying 
foundations right on the 
demining lines marked with 
white-painted stones, 
showing that the area is now 
safe. And thanks to MAG’s 
mine risk education teams 
that have long operated in 
the area, people are familiar 
with markings and know 
what to make of the red flags 
that float around town, 

Sumaya in front of her newly-built hut 

The PMDC practising in the training area 
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Clearance activities start in Ullu, Blue Nile 
 
A couple of months ago, UNMAO received a request from the United 
Nations Mission in Sudan to clear Ullu, a small town located in the south 
of Blue Nile state, on the border with Upper Nile. Like many other 
communities in this Transition area, Ullu is paying the price for years of 
conflict between the SPLA and the SAF who both laid mines around the 
village, preventing the safe return of people to the area. RONCO deployed 
their manual clearance team and ground preparation machine to Ullu and 
started working on a minefield with anti-tank and anti-personnel mines. 

 

indicating the turning points 
of minefields. As clearance 
activities continue in this 
border town, Kurmuk will not 
only attract returnees, but 
also people like Sumaya, in 
search of trade prospects: “I 
am really happy to be here. 
It’s a great opportunity and I 
hope that our life will change 
for the better from now on”.

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Mine Clearance for the preservation of wildlife 
    
Southern Sudan’s landscape 
was known for its rich 
wildlife.  However, years of 
civil war exacted a heavy toll 
on the wildlife and many 
animals were hunted and 
driven away. Recent 
expeditions to previously 
inaccessible areas in 
Southern Sudan have 
revealed that many animal 
populations have not been 
lost, and have even thrived 

in many remote areas. 
The Wildlife Conservation 
Society is working together 
with the Ministry of Wildlife 
Conservation and Tourism of 
the Government of Southern 
Sudan to design and 
manage new national parks. 
This includes the Bandingalo 
National Park, a wet season 
migration area of the Tiang, 
white-eared kob, and 
Mongalla gazelle 

migrations. These migrations 
rival the famed Serengetti 
ungulate populations in 
numbers. The park is also 
home to giraffes, elands, 
lions, ostriches, and bohor 
reedbucks.   
 
Unfortunately the Lafon 
Airfield, which is located in 
the park, is encircled by a 
dense minefield – presenting 
a serious obstacle to the 
establishment of the 
Bandingalo National Park. 
UNMAO has tasked one of its 
contractors, Armor GroupArmor GroupArmor GroupArmor Group, to 
clear the minefield at the 
Lafon Airfield. Paul Elkan, 
Director of the WCS 
Southern Sudan Program, 
explains that “the opening of 
the Lafon Airfield will be in 
an important logistical step 
forward to the establishment 
of a park operations base at 
Lafon and for undertaking 
further aerial surveys to 
assess the protected area.” 
The clearance of the Lafon 
Airfield is expected to be 
completed during this 2008-
2009 demining season, 
returning land to be used for 
the preservation of Southern 
Sudan’s wildlife that was 
once feared to be lost. 

Mine 
Clearance 

 Giraffes in Bandingalo area © Paul Elkan WCS 

Tiang migration in Bandingalo area © Paul Elkan WCS 
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Cambodian military clears Malakal of dangerous UXO 
 
In February in the Southern 
Sudan town of Malakal, 
fighting broke out between 
former rebels of the SPLA 
and supporters of Gabriel 
Tang, a former militia leader 
who fought alongside the 
Sudanese Armed Forces 
during the civil war. The 
fighting killed an estimated 
50 people and wounded 
another 100. Peace has 
once again returned to 
Malakal, however 
unexploded ordnance (UXO) 
left from the fighting around 
the town posed a direct 
threat to Malakal’s residents. 
 
UNMAO tasked the 
Cambodian Military Cambodian Military Cambodian Military Cambodian Military 
Demining Company (CMDC)Demining Company (CMDC)Demining Company (CMDC)Demining Company (CMDC), 
one of the five Military 
Demining Companies 
deployed in Sudan in support 
of UNMIS and humanitarian 

demining activities, to survey 
and destroy the dangerous 
UXO. The CMDC surveyed 
and cleared the runway of 
the Malakal airport and 
destroyed 13 UXO and 20 kg 
of small arms ammunition. 
Following the clearance of 
the runway, the CMDC did a 
search of Malakal town, 
destroying a further 28 UXO. 

Working with UNMAO and 
the Southern Sudan 
Demining Authority, the 
CMDC also provided 
emergency mine risk 
education for the residents 
of Malakal town. Thousands 
of residents were taught how 
to recognize dangerous UXO 
and landmines and how to 
report their presence. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
On-the-job training preparations to support transition 
 
Now that the transition 
plan has been developed, 
UNMAO, the South Sudan the South Sudan the South Sudan the South Sudan 
Demining AuthoritDemining AuthoritDemining AuthoritDemining Authoritiesiesiesies 
(SSDA) and the National National National National 
Mine Action CenterMine Action CenterMine Action CenterMine Action Center (NMAC) 
are heading down the path 
towards its 
implementation.  
A key aspect of the 
transition plan is capacity 
building through on-the-job 
training. Three staff 
members from the SSDA 
have just finished an 
Explosive Ordnance 

Disposal training course 
with the Danish Demining Danish Demining Danish Demining Danish Demining 
GroupGroupGroupGroup in Central Equatoria, 
with funding from the 
Government of Canada 
and an additional four 
more staff are preparing 
for the next phase of 
training. Meanwhile, five 
staff members from NMAC 
were identified and will be 
paired with UNMAO staff in 
areas of quality assurance, 
information management 
and operations.  

Furthermore, UNMAO’s 
programme office is 
running workshops on 
project proposals and 
public information. In order 
for SSDA and NMAC to 
learn the skills and 
techniques required to 
ultimately run the program, 
seeing with their own eyes 
and working with a hands-
on approach are the most 
effective means for their 
development.

The Cambodian Military working at the Malakal aiport. 
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Sudan ratifies the Convention on Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities 
 
In February 2009, Sudan announced that it had ratified the Convention on the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities (CRPD). By ratifying the Convention, Sudan became a State Party 
and is required to submit the first progress report in two years (2011). As a first step, the 
Ministry of Social Welfare organized an information seminar on the Convention, which UNMAO 
attended. A technical committee was also established to develop the implementation work 
plan for the CRPD and an Advocacy Toolkit which will be used as reference documents. 

 

Is your radiator broken? Call Ali. 
 
The Eastern region of 
Sudan is a top 
humanitarian priority for 
UNMAO as it is the only 
area in the country that is 
currently experiencing an 
increasing number of 
reported casualties caused 
by mines and unexploded 
ordnances (UXO) and 
nationally has the record 
level of reported victims..   
 
In Kassala UNMAO’s 
implementing partner, the 
Friends of Peace and Friends of Peace and Friends of Peace and Friends of Peace and 
Development OrganizationDevelopment OrganizationDevelopment OrganizationDevelopment Organization 
(FPDO), has been running a 
socio-economic 
development project for a 
total of 35 mines/UXO 
survivors and persons with 
disabilities (PWDs), 
including 10 women and 
25 men. In order to 
address their needs and 
allow them to become self-
sufficient, FPDO is 

empowering participants 
with various job skills. Male 
participants are being 
trained in welding, radiator 
repair and electrical 
appliance repair, whereas 
women are gaining skills in 
crafts and pottery making.  
 
One such participant is Ali, 
a cattle herder, who 
stepped on an anti-
personnel landmine and 
lost his left leg in 1984. Ali 
was unemployed until he 
was selected by FPDO for 
the job skills programme. 
He explains how the 
training gave him new 
aspirations: “I have been 
learning how to repair 
radiators and I hope that 
one day I can be employed 
in a workshop in Kassala 
where I can make my own 
money”. Ali not only enjoys 
gaining new skills, he also 
values the friendships he is  

forging with the other 
participants. 
The programme is 
structured in such a way 
that allows participants to 
gain theoretical and 
practical knowledge 
simultaneously. As well as 
learning job skills, 
beneficiaries are trained in 
basic management and 
accounting practices so 
that they can run their own 
business should they 
choose to do so. 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
“I had lost hope of ever walking again” 
 
Twenty years ago, Nyiwal’s 
life changed forever. One 
day, as she was collecting 
lulu seeds, she stepped on 
a mine. Her leg was 
amputated below the knee 
at a hospital in her home 

village in Southern Sudan. 
She was only 19 and had 
to face the prospect of 
spending the rest of her life 
suffering from her 
disfiguring injury while 
having to support her 

young family. “I had given 
up all hope all ever walking 
again” remembers Nyiwal. 
“I thought all was lost”. 
Robbed of her mobility, 
Nyiwal’s injury meant that 
she was unable to perform 

Victim 
Assistance 

Ali knows how to repair radiators 



 5 

Nyiwal can now fetch water again 

the most basic tasks - she 
could no longer gather 
seeds, fetch water nor 
even carry her own child.  
 
Nyiwal had never heard of 
any specialized services for 
people with disabilities, so 
she remained in her 
village, until Sudan Sudan Sudan Sudan 
Evangelical MissionEvangelical MissionEvangelical MissionEvangelical Mission (SEM) 
met her during a mine 
victim survey around Wau. 
In 2007, she received her 
first pair of crutches from a 
well-wisher from Khartoum.  
“It was a new beginning”, 
she says. “Although the 
crutches were worn out 
and difficult to use, they 
were such a relief and 

allowed me to walk again”. 
Even more importantly, 
they began restoring her 
hope. 
 
Last year, the Christian Christian Christian Christian 
Blind MissionBlind MissionBlind MissionBlind Mission, SEM and 
Medical Care Development Medical Care Development Medical Care Development Medical Care Development 
InternationalInternationalInternationalInternational (MCDI) 
agreed to refer identified 
cases of people in need of 
prosthetic services to the 
Rumbek Rehabilitation 
Centre. In Wau, Nyiwal was 
selected by the MCDI team 
and was admitted to the 
rehabilitation centre. In two 
weeks’ time she received a 
prosthetic limb and was 
soon able to fetch water for 
her family. Nyiwal is now 

proud of her new 
independence: “I can’t wait 
to go home and provide for 
my family”.

  

  
 
Sudan celebrates the International Day for Mine Awareness 
and Assistance in Mine Action 
 

On 4th April 2009,,,, Sudan 
joined the world in 
remembering the affliction of 
millions of women, men, 
boys and girls who are 
victims of landmines and 
ERW.  
UNMAO, together with the 
South Sudan Demining 
Authority (SSDA) and the 
Northern Mine Action Centre 
(NMAC) celebrated the day in 
Juba, Malakal, Wau, Yei, 
Kapoeta and Khartoum. 
    
In KhartoumIn KhartoumIn KhartoumIn Khartoum, celebrations 
led by NMAC at the 
Friendship Hall included 
songs and dances from 
groups from various parts of 
Sudan, and a comedy show 
by local artists. 
 
Opening the ceremony, Abdel 
Atti Eid from the Sudan 
Campaign to Ban Landmines 
stressed that “the donors 
and NGOs had exerted 
efforts in supporting Sudan 

financially and increasing 
awareness to the public”. 
UNMAO’s representative 
Qadeem Tariq gave an 
overview of the 
accomplishments of the 
Sudan Mine Action 
Programme while 
encouraging the government 

to sign the Convention on 
Cluster Munitions. 
Meanwhile, the Under-
Secretary of Humanitarian 
Affairs, Charles Mayan, 
congratulated the Mine 
Action Sector for 
“successfully conducting a 
landmine eradication 
programme”. JASMAR, 
MineTech International, AAR 
Japan and the Friends of 
Peace and Development 
Organisation displayed their 
activities. 
 
Similar activities happened 
at the same time in the 
south, led by the SSDA. In In In In 
JubaJubaJubaJuba, the Joint Integrated 
Demining Units and the 
Bangladeshi Military 
Demining Company 
demonstrated demining 
techniques. Victim 
Assistance NGOs including 
Danish Demining Group, 
NAD and OVCI showed their 
VA activities, while a WAR 

Advocacy 

The Bangladeshi Military 
demonstrating their work in Juba 
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UNMAO co-ordinates, facilitates, and oversees all mine action activities in Sudan.  
Second largest mine action programme in the world, the sector has an annual budget of  
$91 million. UNMAO works with the national authorities, the UN, national and international agencies 
to reduce the impact of landmines and UXO in Sudan. 
 
For more info: Severine Flores, Public Information, 09121 74833, severinef@sudan-map.org  
United Nations Mine Action Office, Building 42, Block 13, Makka Street, Khartoum, Sudan. Tel: +249 (0)155 771 898 

Child youth group staged 
music and songs in 
collaboration with UNMAO 
and SSDA. 
Peter Crowley, head of 
UNICEF, said he felt deeply 
about the issue, reminding 
the audience of “these 
indiscriminate killers that 
have robbed people of their 
lives, their limbs, their 
livelihoods and their freedom 
to develop their land”. Miss 
South Sudan, Ms Malaika, 
added her concern for the 
cause by addressing the 
partcipants. 
In WauIn WauIn WauIn Wau the day was made 
colorful by representatives 
from UNMAO, SSDA and 
NGOS giving speeches and 
handing out MRE materials 

prepared by Mines Advisory 
Group and OSIL, while 
Norwegian People’s Aid 
introduced different 
demining skills and tools.  
In MalakalIn MalakalIn MalakalIn Malakal despite the recent 
fighting, about 1,700 people 
comprising of government 
officials, UN staff, NGOs, 
school and non school 
children as well as Malakal 
community came out to 
commemorate the day. 
In YIn YIn YIn Yeieieiei,    UNICEF in 
collaboration with SSDA, 
NPA, OSIL and MAG 
displayed MRE activities. 
Speeches were given by 
OSIL, MAG, NPA, SSDA, 
Church leaders and the 
Executive director of Yei 
County.    

Finally in Kapoetain Kapoetain Kapoetain Kapoeta,,,, MAG 
organised MRE sessions in 
schools as well as at the 
market area emphasizing the 
importance of the Mine 
Awareness among the 
people.

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    
Thank you!Thank you!Thank you!Thank you! UNMAO would like to thank the following donors for their generous contributions 
and support: Austria, Canada, the Common Humanitarian Fund, Denmark, the European 
Commission, ECHO, Germany, Italy, Japan, the Netherlands, Norway, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, 
the United Kingdom and the United States. 

Achievements as ofAchievements as ofAchievements as ofAchievements as of    MayMayMayMay 2009 2009 2009 2009    

Dangerous areas 
identified 4,574 

Dangerous areas 
cleared 3,047 

Total area cleared 60,437,560 m2 

Total roads opened 31,813 km 

Anti tank mines 
destroyed 2,997 

Anti personnel mines 
destroyed 14,938 

ERW destroyed 835,106 

Number of people 
who received MRE 2,790,817 

Funding update:Funding update:Funding update:Funding update:    
    
Total RequirementTotal RequirementTotal RequirementTotal Requirement for the Mine Action  for the Mine Action  for the Mine Action  for the Mine Action 
SectorSectorSectorSector::::    
91,510,634 USD 
(Source: 2009 UN & Partners Worksplan) 

    
Funding Contribution/PledgedFunding Contribution/PledgedFunding Contribution/PledgedFunding Contribution/Pledged::::    
Donor Voluntary Contribution:  
31,045,632 USD 
UNMIS and UNAMID Assessed Budget: 
37,767,950 
 
Grand Total: 68,813,582 USD 

 

SEM beneficiaries celebrate Mine Awareness day 


