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Humanitarian space shrinking rapidly in Darfur-Chad-CAR :  

Ban Ki-moon Calls for Peace-keepers to 
Chad and CAR as Crisis Spreads 

 

The humanitarian crisis in the Darfur-Chad-Central African 
Republic (CAR) triangle has deteriorated to unprecedented 
levels in recent months with increasing spillover from the con-
flict in Darfur to Chad and CAR.  

A cross-border peacekeeping operation to Chad and CAR is 
now on the UN Security Council agenda for March. 

In January, an estimated 46,000 people were newly displaced 
throughout Darfur as attacks on villages, sexual violence, and 
intimidation continued to force large numbers of people to 
move. Insecurity and displacement were compounded by a 
worrisome spread of inter-tribal conflicts in Southern and East-
ern West Darfur. 

Twelve relief workers have been killed in Darfur in the past six 
months – more than in the previous two years combined. In 
the same period, 30 NGO and United Nations compounds 
have been attacked by armed groups. More than 400 hu-
manitarian workers have been forced to relocate 31 times 
from different locations throughout the three Darfurs, includ-
ing from the capitals El Fasher and El Geneina and from rebel-
controlled areas.  

In Chad, there are now 120,000 internally displaced and 
232,000 Darfurian refugees, and an unknown number of 
Darfurian refugees in CAR. Relief items have been looted in 
the Darfur-Chad-CAR border region, another clear indication 
of rapidly shrinking humanitarian space. 

In CAR, an estimated 150,000 people are internally displaced, 
while some 80,000 have fled to neighboring Chad or Camer-
oon. The displaced groups are widely dispersed and there are 
no paved roads in the northern part of the country, making it 
difficult for aid agencies to obtain a clear picture of actual 
conditions. Only five international NGOs are working within 
the borders of CAR, perhaps the lowest number in the world 

for a country in crisis. 

United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has recom-
mended a peacekeeping operation for Chad and CAR to stem 
the spillover from the Darfur conflict. The objective of the 
peace-keeping mission will be to protect civilians, particularly 
IDPs and refugees, and deter cross-border attacks.   

There are two peacekeeping options on the table: The first 
would number some 6,000 troops backed by aircraft and en-
gineering units, but that would raise questions of inadequate 
civilian protection. 

The other option would amount to 10,900 troops and include 
aircraft, and is favored by Ban Ki-moon as better suited to pro-
tect civilians, although it could face difficulties in force genera-
tion and financing because the area along the two countries’ 
border with Darfur is isolated and landlocked. The force could 

Volume 1 , Issue 1  
March 2007 

n  e  w  s  m  a  k  e  r 

Humanitarian 
OCHA Regional Office for Central and East Africa 

Fotos: IRIN 

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 

In this issue:   ►Peace-keepers to the Darfur-Chad-CAR triangle?   ►Kenya and the Ethiopian asylum seekers   ►Turning the Nai-
robi Pact into law in the Great Lakes Region   ►United Nations agencies to protest against rape in war on the eve of International 
Women’s Day   ►Acute Watery Diarrhoea spreads in Ethiopia   ►USD 64.6 million to East and Central Africa from the Central 
Emergency Response Fund   ►Banana disease threatens livelihoods in East and Central Africa   ►Some Kenyans see progress 
towards the Millennium Development Goals—but far from all   ►Those with money flee Mogadishu. 

OCHA RO-CEA and advocacy  
The Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(OCHA) Regional Office for Central and East Africa (RO-CEA) 
is based in Nairobi, Kenya. RO-CEA covers 14 countries: Bu-
rundi, Central African Republic, Chad, Democratic Republic of 
the Congo, Republic of Congo, Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, 
Kenya, Rwanda, Somalia, Sudan, Tanzania, and Uganda.  

RO-CEA provides support to these countries, of which 11 
have an OCHA presence, and represents OCHA on a regional 
level when coordinating with other United Nation agencies, 
the NGO community, humanitarian partners, and donors.  

The overall Mission of OCHA is to mobilize and coordinate 
effective and principled humanitarian action in partnership 
with national and international actors in order to: 

• alleviate human suffering in disasters and emergencies 

• advocate for the rights of people in need 

• promote preparedness and prevention 

• facilitate sustainable solutions. 

The Humanitarian Newsmaker newsletter is intended to regu-
larly bring to the attention of media and humanitarian part-
ners newsworthy humanitarian developments and breaking 
stories with a regional or cross-border perspective in order to 
contribute to the fulfillment of OCHA’s mandate. 
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end up costing as much as USD one billion a year. 

The Security Council is scheduled to discuss the Secretary-
General’s report Tuesday 6th March. The report on the web: 

http://1.1.1.1/486342724/480383224T070228111453.txt.bi
nXMysM0dapplication/pdfXsysM0dhttp://daccessdds.un.org/
doc/UNDOC/GEN/N07/242/07/PDF/N0724207.pdf?
OpenElement 

See also Sudan Humanitarian Overview January 2007: 

www.unsudanig.org/docs/Sudan%20Humanitarian%
20Overview%20Vol3%20Iss1%20January%2007.pdf 

 

 

762 sent back across the Kenyan-Ethiopian border:  

Watch on Ethiopian Asylum Seekers 

 

The Red Cross and the United Nations refugee agency 
UNHCR are closely monitoring the situation on both sides of 
the Kenyan-Ethiopian border after 762 Ethiopian pastoralists, 
mainly women and children, were sent back across the bor-
der to Ethiopia 22nd February after fleeing clan violence that 
killed 61. 

Reports from the area indicate evidence of malnutrition 
among children who were weak and emaciated. The asylum 
seekers are from the same communities that are yet to re-
cover from the impact of a long drought and recent heavy 
floods.  

In a decision taken in consultation with the Ethiopian Gov-
ernment and local community leaders, the Government of 
Kenya sent the Ethiopian refugees out of Moyale District on 
22nd February. The asylum seekers were given an ultimatum 
of one day to leave Kenya after being addressed by the Ken-
yan and Ethiopian Government officials. The return was car-
ried out after the Ethiopian government guaranteed the re-
turnees’ safety and provision of food.  

Before the repatriation, the Ethiopians had camped in make-
shift settlements for six days in Kinisa in Kenya where the 
Kenya Red Cross provided some relief assistance.  

The clan violence that prompted the flight began on 9th Feb-
ruary in Ethiopia’s Region 4 and was set off by rivalry over 
limited water and pasture for their animals. 

 

 

After the Great Lakes Summit in December 2006: 

Turning the Nairobi Pact into Law  

 

In 2006, near the border with the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo (DRC), Zambian authorities arrested a woman for 
trafficking six children from the DRC. 

She was later released without any charges whatsoever and 
allowed to go free. Why?  

In Zambia, there is no law against human trafficking and au-
thorities had no legal basis to hold her.  

With the commitment made by the 11 heads of state in the IC/
GLR process and expressed in the Pact of Security, Stability, 
and Development in the Great Lakes Region (the Nairobi Pact), 
this will change  

In December 2006, the 11 countries met to adopt the Pact 
which includes 10 legally binding protocols. Incorporated in 
these protocols is an obligation for the countries to draft laws 
to combat among other things trafficking,  

The Protocols will enter into force once they are ratified by at 
least eight of the 11 signatory countries: Angola, Burundi, Cen-
tral African Republic, Republic of Congo, Democratic Republic 
of Congo, Kenya, Rwanda, Sudan, Tanzania, Uganda, and 
Zambia 

On February 27th and 28th in the DRC capital Kinshasa, Mem-
bers of Parliament from the 11 countries met to discuss ratifica-
tion and implementation of the Pact. President Joseph Kabila, 
who hosted the meeting, promised to ratify the Nairobi Pact 
and the Foreign Ministers from the region are scheduled to 
meet in Nairobi in March to further push the ratification proc-
ess. 

Legislation of the Pact and its protocols is a first step; imple-
mentation is the next step. 

The countries of the Great Lakes region have signed numerous 
pacts, protocols, and conventions in the past. Few of these 
have made any real difference in people’s lives. According to 
observers, however, the difference this time is that the IC/GLR 
has been an inclusive and participatory process which repre-
sents the views of not only the signatory governments and 
their respective parliaments, but also civil society groups such 
as women’s groups, youth, and the private sector.  

The projects and protocols included in the Nairobi Pact have 
been developed in consensus through consultative meetings, 
and legal and technical experts from the 11 member states 
have hammered out model legislation for three humanitarian 
legal protocols. 

They are: Protocol for the Care and Protection of Internally 
Displaced Persons; Protocol for the Prevention and Suppres-
sion of Sexual Violence Committed Against Women and Chil-
dren; and the Protocol on the property Rights of Returning 
Populations.  

The model legislation provides templates for the translation of 
each of the three protocols into national policies and laws. 

More information on the IC/GLR process: www.icglr.org 

 

 

International Women’s Day:  

UN agencies to Condemn Rape in War 

 

Sexual violence in war has been dismissed as random acts of 
individual soldiers - but in recent conflicts in Africa and else-
where, rape has turned into a military tactic and a weapon 
intended to destroy lives, tear families apart, and devastate 
communities. 

When committed as part of a widespread or systematic attack 
against a civilian population, rape is a crime against humanity.  
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On the eve of International Women’s Day 8th March the 
group UN Action Against Sexual Violence in Conflict, which 
brings together ten United Nations agencies, will highlight 
the issue at an event at Norfolk Hotel in Nairobi from 4 to 
6pm on the 7 March. The press is invited to attend. 

The event will include a panel discussion with prominent 
guests who will address the question of how the United Na-
tions can intensify the global effort to prevent sexual violence 
in conflicts and crisis. It will also include the launch of the 
OCHA/IRIN publication “The Shame of War”, which focuses 
on the scope and nature of rape and other sexual abuse in 
war through photographs and testimonies. 

UN Action Against Sexual Violence in Conflict work jointly to 
strengthen the prevention of and response to sexual violence 
and will assist national efforts to improve access to justice for 
survivors and put and end to impunity for perpetrators. 

For more on International Women’s Day visit: 

www.un.org/womenwatch/feature/iwd 

 

 

Acute Watery Diarrhoea spreads in Ethiopia: 

Case Load Reaching 60,000 

 

684 people have died in Ethiopia of Acute Watery Diarrhoea 
(AWD) and the disease is spreading particularly in the Afar 
Region. The AWD caseload in the country now stands at 
59,163 cases. 

Ethiopian health officials say the disease is not cholera but 
they have not shared any of the test results that they have 
carried out so far, according to an Associated Press (AP) re-
port.  

Eight of Ethiopia's 11 regions have already been affected by 
the outbreak, and neighbouring Kenya and Somalia have also 
been affected. 

The outbreak, which began in April 2006, has reached a peak 
with over 1,000 new cases in Afar region and a high so-called 
Case Fatality Rate (CFR) - 2.6 per cent. The total number of 
affected people in the Afar region is now approximately 
4,200.  

An AWD advisory team made up of the Federal Ministry of 
Health, UNICEF, WHO, OCHA, CARE, and Oxfam will travel to 
Afar Region in the beginning of March to support the region’s 
effort in containing the outbreak. 

A high number of cases have also been reported in Bale zone 
in Oromiya Region with an average of 90 to 100 new cases 
per week.  

“The fact that [AWD] is spreading to new areas in the country 
is cause for serious concern”, says Paul Hebert, head of OCHA 
Ethiopia to AP.  

With the onset of the rainy season in March the AWD out-
break could worsen. 

 

 

CERF money to under-funded emergencies: 

USD 64.6 million to East, Central Africa 

 

Acting United Nations Emergency Relief Coordinator Marga-
reta Wahlstrom has announced an allocation of USD 85 mil-
lion for under-funded emergencies around the world.  

Of this amount a total of USD 64.6 million has been allocated 
to emergencies in East and Central Africa. 

The Democratic Republic of the Congo is scheduled to receive 
the largest amount of USD 36.6 million, followed by Burundi 
with USD 8.5 million.  

Sudan and Ethiopia will both receive USD six million, the Cen-
tral African Republic USD 4.5 million, Eritrea USD two million, 
and Somalia USD one million.   

Other allocations totalling USD 20.4 million were made to 
Cote d’Ivoire, Democratic Republic of Korea, Haiti, Myanmar, 
Namibia, and Zimbabwe. 

Central Emergency Response Fund online:  
http://ochaonline.un.org/cerf 

 

 

Banana Xanthomas Wilt in the Great Lakes region: 

Banana disease Spreads Through  
Contaminated Farm Tools 

 

A strain of the highly infectious plant disease Banana Bacterial 
Wilt called Banana Xanthomas Wilt (BXW) has been spreading 
into Burundi from Tanzania, Rwanda and possibly the Democ-
ratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) since October last year. 

Contaminated farm tools, insects, movement of material from 
infected plants, and transmission when farm workers touch 
an infected plant with their hands or feet can spread BXW 
over long distances. 

The banana disease, which has no natural enemies, causes 
wilting of the plants and their fruits are unfit for consumption 
by humans and animals alike. 

Bananas are the most important staple food and a significant 
income earner for communities in Burundi, DRC, Rwanda, 
Uganda, and Tanzania. An estimated 20 million people de-
pend on bananas as their main source of livelihoods. 

BXW has the potential of triggering a food security crisis in the 
Great Lakes region for communities depending on banana for 
their staple food, and health workers and Government food 
policy makers in the region are watching the disease closely.  

The possibility of staple food insecurity raises concerns particu-
larly in Burundi, where seven out of eleven provinces in the 
country have been officially declared food insecure.  

The Government of Burundi and NGOs have appealed for 
humanitarian aid in response. General funding in the food 
sector in Burundi remains low.  

 

 

H u m a n i t a r i a n  N  E  W  S  M  A  K  E  R  *  O C H A  R O - C E A  



 4 

 

H u m a n i t a r i a n  N  E  W  S  M  A  K  E  R  *  O C H A  R O - C E A  

OCHA House Gigiri Crescent 
Off UN Avenue 
P.O. Box 30218-00100 
Nairobi, Kenya 

Phone: +254-20-7622166 
Fax: +254-20-7622632/7622895 
E-mail:: roceainfo@un.org 
Web site: http://ochaonline.un.org/rocea 

UNITED NATIONS OFFICE FOR THE COORDINATION OF 
HUMANITARIAN AFFAIRS (OCHA) 
REGIONAL OFFICER FOR CENTRAL AND EAST AFRICA 

Kenya National Human Development Report: 
www.ke.undp.org/ 

Human Development Reports: http://hdr.undp.org/reports/  

The Nation’s coverage dated 28th February 2007:  
www.nationmedia.com/dailynation/ 

 

Selected reading  

Across the globe, a generation of youth is reaching adulthood, 
carrying the tragic consequences of their nations' problems. 
The 'Youth in Crisis' report, published by IRIN, traces the impact 
of the events shaping their lives. See:             
www.irinnews.org/InDepthMain.aspx?
InDepthId=28&ReportId=70140  

In the run-up to World Water Day 22nd March, read IRIN’s In-
Depth feature on the humanitarian impact of the global water 
crisis:                                                                    
www.irinnews.org/InDepthMain.aspx?
InDepthId=13&ReportId=62312 

March 2007 calendar 

Displacement in Somalia: 

Those with Money flee Mogadishu 

 
In the Somalian capital Mogadishu, the insurgency continues 
to kill and injure civilians causing more displacement. Trends 
indicate that IDPs in the capital remain in the city and move to 
safer neighbourhoods, while those who can afford it are pay-
ing for transport to leave for Bay, Lower and Middle Shabelle 
regions.  

There are reports of movement through Baidoa heading for 
the Gedo region. With this influx of displaced people, humani-
tarian concerns are likely to rise in Gedo. 

More than 430 people have been admitted to two of Moga-
dishu's three hospitals with wounds sustained in the violence 
in the city since the beginning of 2007, the International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross reports. 

Meanwhile, Somalia has welcomed a resolution by the United 
Nations Security Council authorising a six-month deployment 
of African Union (AU) peacekeepers.  

See: http://ochaonline.un.org/somalia 

 

 

Millennium Development Goals in Kenya:  

Dropping Into the Red Zone  

 

Despite substantial growth in tourism revenue over the past 
three years, Kenya is experiencing a steady decline in its Hu-
man Development Index rating, according to the newly re-
leased UNDP Human Development Report for 2001-2006.  

Kenya has moved from being a medium human development 
country ranked 123 out of 162 countries surveyed in 2001, to 
its current ranking among the low human development coun-
tries ranked 152 out of 177. 

An analysis of poverty and development in Kenya reveals that 
parts of Kenya have already attained most of the Millennium 
Development Goals while other parts are lagging far behind: 

• In Nyanza province, 63 per cent of the population live 
below the poverty threshold of less than USD one per 
day, while in Central Province, poverty levels are less 
than 31 per cent. 

• Central Province has already attained MDG 1 (reduce 
by 50 per cent, between 1990 and 2015, the propor-
tion of people living on less than one US Dollar a day) 
while Northeastern Province is facing chronic poverty 
and hunger and scores low on all indicators.  

• Nyanza should reach MDG 2 on universal primary edu-
cation and gender parity in education, but with HIV 
prevalence rates at twice the national levels, it will 
probably not achieve any of the others MDGs. 

• Overall, the top 10 per cent high income earners in 
Kenya control more that one-third of national income. 

Such disparities translate into enormous challenges for Kenya 
as a whole if it is to achieve most of the MDG targets by 2015 
or move back into the medium human development level. 

7 March UN Action Against Sexual Violence in Conflict, 
Norfolk Hotel in Nairobi 4-6 pm. Book launch 
IRIN: ‘The Shame of War’. 

8 March International Women’s Day. UNICEF global 
lauch: “State of the World’s Children’ 

22 March  World Water Day 

14 March Information Exchange Meeting, OCHA RO-CEA, 
Nairobi 

Disclaimer: The information in this document is consolidated from 
reports and field information from a variety of sources including OCHA 
field staff, United Nations agencies, humanitarian partners, NGOs, 
news agencies, and others. The articles provided are subject to avail-
ability of data and do not claim to be either exhaustive or fully verified. 
The Humanitarian Newsmaker is intended to bring to the attention of 
media and humanitarian partners newsworthy humanitarian develop-
ments in the Central and East African region in order to contribute to 
the fulfillment of OCHA’s mandate. 

For further information on any of these articles, please contact: 
Jens Laerke, Public Information Officer, laerke@un.org, 
phone: +254 (20) 762 ext. 2119, mobile: +254 (0)7 22 513 503 
Luluwa Ali, Humanitarian Reporting and Media Relations Officer,  
ali19@un.org, phone: +254-20-7621004 


